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PREFACE  TO  VOLUME  I. 

J.  HE  publication  of  tlie  Prospectus  of  this- 
Woik,  in  1810,  appears  to  have  excited  an  expectat  on  of  its 
eaHier  appearance,  than  was  in  the  Author's  contemplation. 
At  that  time,  it  was  not  his  design  to  proceed  iinmodiatel}*, 
but  to  collect  the  sentiments  of  his  friends  on  the  subject; 
nnd  to  receive  such  materials  as  might  be  in  the  possession  of 
iuiiividuals,  either  not  printed,  or  but  little  known. 

Besides  the  apprehension  of  the  want  there  is  of  such 
a  Biographical  Publication,  he  was  also  induced  to  undertake 
j;.  from  tl;c  k:iow!edj;e  thut  a  Friend,  who  is  supposed  to 
p-i-se'^'^  a  larger  Cnl!ectif)n  of  Books,  written  by  Members  of 
our  S(;cioty,  than  any  oilier  individual,  intended  leaving  thetn 
to  the  (iiiarlL-iIy  ^Ictliii?;  of  York  ;  by  which  means,  mate^ 
riiils  for  siu'li  a  Woik  vvould  be  easily  wiiiiin  tlic  Author's 
ri-.uli.  But  th'iii'_!i  tliib  I'llcnd  has  since  kindly  presented 
tiic  bo-)ks  (liiriiiii;  his  iilf,  he  has  not  yt't  iiud  o|ro;-tir.i!iy  to 
arrniue  and  forward  tliuin.  Tiil  tliis  is  cio:u-',  it  is  ni'ore- 
lit  ;i<k(l,  liiit  little  pi-o;:i-c^-<  ran  be  uiiidi-  wiiii  tin-  \M.'rk.  li 
i^.  \,>y.c\vv,  ir.ic'iidfd  to  iniikc  use  <<!  -mil  uiatni;d>  ;;s  can 
\c  oolaim<i;  and  to  ])ii, cfi-d  ;;s  (jiiirKi)  as  the  Autlioi '?  othrr 
ciiij  :L;ciht.  nts  will  pcniiit;  \\hirh  iinlcid  a  lord  h,ni  bul  iilili! 
ii.'i:ruii'   for  tlr.s   kind  of  euiiiioyim.ut.     This  exj  l.iuaUiu.   is 
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thought  necessary,  to  account  for  the  lapse  of  time  which 
kas  occurred,  and  which,  perhaps,  may  yet  occur,  in  the  fur« 
ther  prosecution  of  the  work. 

In  the  Prospectus  it  was  mentioned,  that  the 
volumes  were  intended  to  be  published  in  octavo;  but,  on 
further  consideration,  the  duodecimo  size  has  been  preferred^ 
because  more  matter  may  be  given  at  less  expense ;  and  be- 
cause a  volume  may  be  brought  out  more  frequently.  Care, 
however,  is  intended  to  be  taken  that  the  book  be  clearly 
and  neatly  printed;  and  to  accommodate  those  who  wish 
for  a  superior  work,  part  of  the  impression  is  struck  off  on  a 
fine  paper  at  a  moderate  advance  in  the  price. 

This  Volume,,  it  will  be  observed,  is  appropriated 
to  the  Life  of  George  Fox,  who  was  the  principal  instrument 
in  the  formation  of  our  religious  society.  At  a  time  wlien 
gr-eat  zeal,  but  much  uiisettlement,  prevailed  in  the  religious 
Morld,  this  extraordinary  man  was  pectiliar'y  raised  up,  to 
gather  a  people  into  the  patient  v.aitiiig  for  Christ,  and  to  an 
attention  to  his  secret  iiluininations  of  iIjC  sou!,  by  that  Light 
which  enlighlene'.h  every  man  that  ccmqth  ;nlo  the  world. 
Considering  hiui  in  this  point  of  view,  and  apprehending  that 
liis  renl  character  is  but  little  known,  on  account  of  tiie  va- 
luable Jcnrnal  of  his  i.ife  and  Labours,  puiilished  soon  aUcr 
his  decease,  beii>g  very  voluminous,  il  iias  appeared  li:  s:rabie 
that  a  small  voiuuie  should  be  occupied  with  an  accfjunt  (d 
him,  selected  from  his  own  memoirs;  \\i;h  such  adciitioual 
matter,  as  mi^i^ht  be  in  manuscript  only,  and  suitable  lor 
public^ition. 


In  executing  this  work,  the  selection  of  the  most- 
interesting  and  valuable  matter  has  been  attended  with  some 
difficulty,  on  account  of  the  various  tastes  of  different 
readers.  To  some  it  may  appear  that  there  is  too  much 
miimteness,  to  otliers  that  too  much  valuable  matter  Is 
omitted;  and  there  may  be  those  who  will  think  that  both 
these  errors  are  committed.  The  Author  certainly  does  not 
intend  to  be  so  particular,  in  recording  the  Life  of  any 
other  individual;  but  considering  that  this  memoir,  will 
c'Mitain  an  account  of  the  origin  of  our  Society,  a  particular 
ineiuion  of  those  places,  which  wei'e  early  viaited,  and  iu 
.which  Mectiui^s  were  fust  settled,  has  been  deemed  interest- 
ing to  Friends  in  general,  and  especially  to  those  who  reside 
ut  or  near  such  places.  This  cmisideration  has  occasioned 
a  pretty  close  attention  to  the  route  of  his  travels,  and  the 
notice  of  must  of  the  pl.ices  lie  has  mentioned;  at  least  in- 
the  early  part  of  his  life. 

To  those  who  may  think  that  much  valuable  mat-  - 
ter  has  been  onutted,  it  may  be  repiieH,  tiiat  to  take  i:;  ail 
of  that  (k'scriptiun,  and  even  to  relate  at  Icnizlh  what  iius 
been  Selected,  would  have  increased  this  volume  to  an  uu- 
tiiitable  si/e.  Many,  it  is  presumed,  mil  read  this  Epitome, 
\slio  wuu'd  not  perust' a  folu)  vu'iime;  and  it  is  hoped  tliat 
some,  attiT  riadiiig  thii?,-  may  he  iudiiLfd  to  peruse  the  or.-' 
Einal ;  in  uLicli  they  may  be  assuied  they  will  huU  m..t.  ', 
pot  inserted  here,  that  is  uiterestini^  and  iustructjve. 
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The  Reader  will  observe,  in  page  30  of  this  vo- 
lume, a  reference  to  some  Author,  who  gives  an  account  of 
the  practice  of  those  who  were  not  considered  regular 
Ministers,  preaching  in  the  places  of  public  worship.  This 
has  since  been  found  in  Gough's  History  of  the  Quakers, 
Vol.  1,  page  86  to  89;  to  which  it  may  be  sufficient  to  refer 
the  Reader. 

From  the  accounts  which  George  Fox  gives  of  the 
large  numbers  convinced  in  many  places,  we  may  be  led  to 
suppose  that  the  settled  Meetings  of  Friends  must,  at  that 
time,  have  been  very  large  in  those  places.  But  this 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  always  the  case ;  if  we  may 
judge  from  the  size  of  those  Meeting-houses,  which  appear 
to  have  been  built  at  or  about  that  time.  For  instance,  at 
Synderhill  Green,  it  is  said,  that  some  thousands  attended 
the  Meeting,  and  that  there  was  a  general  convincement. 
This.place  is  on  the  coufines  of  Yorkshire  and  Derbyshire, 
Tiear  Ilandsworth  Woodhouse,  where  a  Meetij^-house  was 
early  built,  which  it  is  supposed  could  not  accommodate 
more  than  two  hundred  persons.  From  this  and  simibr 
circumstances,  it  appears  that  all  those  who  are  said  to  be 
convinced,  did  not  join  in  strict  membership  with  the  Society; 
but  that  they  simply  assented  to  the  truth  of  the  doctrines 
preached  to  them. 

In  the  Publication  of  this  Volume,  the  Author  has 
been,  ia  ao  especial  manner,  desirous  of  attr^ctisg  the  at« 
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tention  of  the  Youth  of  that  Society,  which  George  Fox  had 
been  instrumental  in  forming,  to  the  labours,  the  sufterings, 
and  the  character  of  this  devoted  servant  of  Christ.  To 
these  in  particular,  the  call  of  the  Almighty  to  the  Jews  is 
affectionately  recommended :  "  Look  unto  Abraham  your 
father — I  called  hira  [when]  alone,  and  blessed  him,,  and 
increased  him.'/ 

N.  B^  It  is  apprehended  that  some  Friends  may  possess- 
manuscripts,  relating  to  George  Pox,  which  might  have  fur- 
nished additional  matter  for  this  volume.  If  tills  is  the  case,, 
the  Author  will  be  obliged  by  the  commnnication'of  them,  a«- 
be  may  perhaps  fmd  an  opportunity  to  introduce  sotoe  addi" 
tJon  afterwards,  outbe  subject  of  thisMeraoir, 
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LIFE 

OF 

GEORGE  FOX. 

CHAP.  I. 

J624.  to  1649 — G.  F.'s  Birth,  Parentage,  and  Religious 
Disposition — His  serious  Thcnights,  secret  Exercises 
and  Fines  of  various  Points  of  Christian  Doctrine 
and  Practice — His  early  Travels  and  Jirst  Appear- 
ances as  a  Ministcr-^xcith  the  Subjects  of  his  Mission, 

CrEORGE  FOX  was  born  in  the  year 
lC'24,  at  Drayton  in  the  Clay,  in  Leicestershire,. 
This  place  I  suj)pose  to  be  the  same  as  is  called 
Fenny  Drayton  in  our  modern  maps.  lie  was 
the  son  of  Christopher  and  Mary  Fox,  both  of 
whom  apj.ear  to  have  been  virtuous  characters; 
and  his  father  was  so  much  esteemed  by  his 
neighbours  as  to  be  caile<l  *'  IkighteousChnster.'* 
Iliey  would,  no  doubt,  instruct  thiir  chiidrea  in 
the  principles  of  religion :  but  it  d(  es  not  appi  ar 
that  they  gave  their  son  much  learning;  yet  such 
was  the  gravity  of  his  spirit,  and  the  purity  of 
his  manners  whilst  a  child,  that  ^onie  of  his  re- 
btions  were  desirous  of  his  beinj^-  educated  i'9T 
a 
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the  ministry-  To  this  some  of  his  friends  ob- 
jecting, he  was  put  a])prentice  to  a  shoemaker, 
who  was  also  a  grazier  and  a  dealer  in  wool  ; 
but  it  seems  George  was  principally  employed 
in  country  business,  and  particularly  in  the  care 
of  sheep,  an  employment  suitable  to  liis  retired 
disposition,  and,  as  Wm.Penn  observes,  "  a  just 
figure  of  his  after  ministry  and  service."  In 
this  station  he  discharged  his  duties  with  creat 
fidelity,  and  was  remarkable  for  his  veracity  and 
fiobnely  ;  but  his  tender  spirit  was  often  op- 
pressed with  the  inconsistent  conduct  of  many 
religious  professors,  and  great  was  the  trouble 
of  his  innocent  mind  on  this  account.  He  was 
at  this  time  frequently  engaged  in  fervent  prayer, 
and  received,  as  he  informs  us,  this  divine  inti- 
mation :  "  Thou  seest  how  young  people  go 
together  into  vanity,  and  old  people  into  the 
cajth :  thou  must  forsake  all,  young  and  old; 
ieep  out  of  all,  and  be  as  a  stranger  to  all." 

About  the  20th  year  of  his  age,  the  exercise 
of  his  mind  increased  upon  him  so  much,  that 
he  travelled  to  various  parts  of  the  country, 
with  the  hope  of  finding,  among  religious  pro- 
fessors, some  relief  to  his  afflicted  state ;  but  for 
a  time  his  conflicts  of  spirit  continued,  and  he 
was  tempted  almost  to  despair.  It  does  not 
however  appear  that  this  temptation  was  of  loiit^ 
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duration,  though  he  was,  in  other  respects,  much 
tried  and  tempted  for  two  or  three  years.  In 
the  course  of  his  travels  he  came  by  Lutterworth, 
Northampton,  Newport-Pagnel,  and  Barnet,  to 
London,  Mheie  he  was  much  affected  with  the 
general  state  of  different  religious  societies,  witli 
none  of  whom  he  could  freely  unite.  Here  he 
heard  that  his  relations  were  uneasy  with  his 
absence  from  home,  which  induced  him  to  re- 
turn to  them.  They  seem  to  have  been  much 
strangers  to  the  nature  of  his  religious  exercise ; 
some  of  them  proposing  marriage,  and  others  a 
military  life,  to  remove  that  deep  tlioughtfulness 
which  attended  him  on  account  of  his  soul's 
weUarc,  and  those  things  which  lelate  to  tlie 
kingdom  of  God.  During  this  time  of  sore 
conflict,  he  applied  to  several  Ministers  in  dif- 
ferent places  for  advice  and  assistance,  but  none 
of  them  afforded  any  relief  to  his  tiibuluted 
spirit. 

AVhilst  his  mind  was  thus  exercised,  he  re- 
ceived niany  precious  openings  ot  divine  truths, 
an<l  of  the  nature  of  Christ's  kingch^ni ;  one 
proof  of  which  he  gave  in  his  reply  to  the  Pi  icst 
of  ])raylon,  who  asked  him,  why  Christ  cried 
out  on  the  cross,  "  My  Ciod,  my  God,  why 
ha.sl  thou  forsaken  me  r"  and  why  he  said,  "  If 
it  be  possible,  let  this  cup  pass  from  me;  yet 
B  '1 
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not  my  will  but  thine  be  done."  To  this  George 
replied :  "  At  that  time  the  sins  of  all  mankind 
were  upon  Christ,  and  ^eir  iniquities  and  traus- 
gresMons  with  which  he  was  wounded,  which 
he  was  to  bear  and  to  be  an  offering  for,  as  he 
was  man,  but  died  not  as  he  was  God;  so  in 
that  he  died  for  all  men,  tasting  death  for  every 
man,  he  was  an  offering  for  the  sins  of  the 
whole  world."  This  answer  greatly  pleased  the 
Priest,  who,  at  that  time,  highly  applauded 
George  Fox,  and  would  frequently  make  use  of 
his  observations  in  composing  his  own  sermons. 
This  man,  however,  afterwards  became  one  of 
liis  persecutors. 

Other  subjects,  connected  with  the  spirituality 
of  the  gospel  dispensation,  were,  about  this 
time,  presejited  to  i)is  understanding;  particu- 
larly that  human  learning  was  not  only  insuffici- 
ent, but  lumecessary,  for  making  u  Milliliter  of 
Christ ;  and  tliat  tlicre  was  no  extraordinary 
hojiacss  in  those  places  of  religious  worship, 
called  churches,  \^hich  were  snperstiUoii'y  re- 
garded as  "  dreadful  places,  holy  ground,  and 
tlic  temples  of  God."  The  great  impoitance 
which  was  then,  and  has  since  been  attached  to 
human  learning,  he  justly  considered  to  be  a 
-means  of  preventing  the  free  ministry  of  tlie 
.gospel   of   Cljrist.      The    maiutcuunce    <if   the 
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Priests,  which  was  forced  from  the  people,  whe- 
ther hearers  or  not,  appeared,  to  his  understand- 
inor,  not  only  inconsistent  with  the  natnre   of 
gospel  ministry,  and  the  direction  of  its  Author, 
who  said  to  his  disciples,  "  freely  ye  have  re- 
ceived,  freely  give;"   but  he  also  considered  it 
injurioi'.s  to  the  cause  of  religion,  by  exciting  in 
its   ministers    those   feelings    of  ambition  tmd 
avarice,  by  which  their  ministerial  labours  are 
often  rendered  fruitless,    if  not  contemptible. 
But  though  he  had  great  o])enings  on  thefse  and 
other  subjects,  yet  he  was  still  liable  to  many 
temptations  and  nuich  trouble  of  niind,  so  that 
when  it  Mas  day  he  wished  for  night,  and  when 
it  was  night  he  wished  for  day;  but  this  proved 
a  profitable  dispensation,  deepening  hiiu  in  reli- 
gious experience,   and   enabling  liim   to  adopt 
the  words   of  David:  "  Day  unto  day  uttcrcth 
speech,  and  nigl»t  unto   night  showelh   knov/- 
ledge."     He  found  tlie  various  views  in  which 
dift'erent  subjects  were  presented  to  his  mind, 
to  be  consistent  not  only  with  each  other,  but 
also  with  the  Holy  Scriptures,  with  which  he 
appears  to  have  been  early  and   iutiniatelv  ac- 
quainted,  and  for  which  he   had  a   verv  hhjji. 
ebletm. 

Whilst  in  this  exercised  state  of  mind,  lie  lr;T- 
velied  into  ^\  arwick^hire.     At  C\nfM!iy,  jn  ilfc> 
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year  1544,  he  took  lodgings  for  a  short  time, 
and  became  acquainted  with  many  serious  ten- 
der-spirited people  there.  From  this  place  he 
returned  into  Leicestershire ;  after  which  he 
again  went  into  Warwickshire  in  the  year  1645, 
passing  by  Mansetter,  Tamworth,  and  Coven- 
try; at  which  places  he  opened  his  situation  to 
some  Priests,  high  in  religious  profession;  from 
whom,  however,  he  received  such  advice  and 
treatment  as  indicated  that  they  were  deficient 
in  true  religious  experience.  In  the  year  1646, 
he  appears  to  have  agani  taken  up  his  residence 
at  Coventry.  The  following  year  he  went  into 
Derbyshire  and  JSottinghamsliire.  In  these 
counties  he  had  many  discourses  with  some 
well-disposed  people,  and  in  the  latter  he  met 
with  a  woman  named  Elizabeth  Hooton.  This 
is  the  first  person  whom  George  Fox  mentions 
by  name,  that  we  have  reason  lo  believe  united 
■H'ith  hun,  and,  exce[  t  himstlf,  was  the  first 
public  preachtr  of  the  doctrines  professed  by 
the:n.  Whilst  in  these  parts,  his  troubles  and 
exerci>es  contiiiutd  :  he  fasted  miu  h ;  and,  with 
no  coiupariiOM  but  his  Bible,  walked  abroa<l  in 
soli'aiy  places  till  night  came  on.  E\ea  during 
the  ni^ht  he  frequently  t!  us  spent  his  time 
in  s'lljtudc,  and  retnt^intut  from  the  world; 
and,  I'ke  the  forcnninrr  of  vjur  bies'^ed  Lord, 
with  others   who  have   been   distinguished  fov 
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eminent  religious  services,  he  was,  in  this  state 
of  «echision,  prepared  for  the  services  to  whicii 
he  appears  to  have  been  particularly  called. 

The  troubles  of  this  exercised  man  were 
not  only  attended  with  many  religious  prospects, 
but  were  also  intermixed  with  much  divine  con- 
solation. His  own  expressions,  on  this  occasion, 
are  these  :  "  As  t  cannot  declare  the  misery  I 
was  in,  so  neither  can  I  set  forth  the  mercies  of 
God  unto  me,  in  all  my  misery.  Oh !  the  everlast- 
ing love  of  God  to  my  soul,  when  I  was  in  great 
distress ;  when  my  troubles  and  torments  were 
great,  then  was  his  love  exceeding  great. 
Thou,  Lord!  makest  a  fruitful  held  a  barren 
Milderness,  and  a  barren  wilderness  a  fruitful 
field.  Thou  brm<^est  down  and  settesi  up; 
thou  killest  and  mukest  alive.  i\il  honoui  uud 
glory  be  to  ihte,  U  Lord  of  Glory  !" 

Tlie  nature  of  ihe  exercises  into  which  he  was 
introduced,  and  the  openiui^s  which  accompanied 
them,  tended  to  draw  hnn  from  th.-  Priests  of 
the  established  Cliurch,  and  to  look  more  after 
the  Dissenters ;  vcL  he  did  not  fmd  amon^'St 
these,  that  v\luch  his  soid  sought  aflei,  or  those 
who  could  speak  to  the  iileii  cou;lition  of  his 
miiul  ;  but  wheii  ail  hop'j^  honi  others  were 
gone,   he   heard  a   voice^    which  said  to  hini, 
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"  Tliere  is  one,  eveh  Christ  Jesus,  that  ca« 
-speak  to  thy  condition."  This  produced  great 
relief  to  his  exercised  mind,  and  caused  his  heart 
to  leap  for  joy.  His  desires  after  the  Lord  grew 
stronger,  and  his  zeal  in  the  pure  knowledge  of 
God  and  of  Christ  alone,  without  the  help  of  any 
man  or  book,  increased ;  for  though  he  read  the 
scriptures,  which  speak  of  Christ,  yet  he  kne\y 
him  not  savingly,  but  by  revelation,  and  as  the 
Father  drew  him  to  his  Son,  by  his  Spirit.—- 
Thus  it  pleased  the  Lord  gently  to  lead  hitn 
along,  and  to  let  him  sec  that  love  which  was 
eternal,  surpassing  all  knowledge  which  men 
have  in  their  natural  state,  or  can  obtain  froi>i 
books.  7'his  love  frequently  occupied  his  mind, 
and  filled  him  with  admiration,  in  contemplating 
its  extent  and  iniinity.  Here  he  saw  that  all 
•was  done,  and  to  be  done,  in  and  by  Christ, 
who  conquers  and  destroys  the  Devil  and  all 
his  works.  His  heart  was  thus  strengthened  to- 
trust  in  God  ;  and  hope,  that  anchor  of  the  soul, 
staved  his  often  tossed  mind,  until  he  perceived 
that  all  his  troubles  and  temptations  were  good 
for  him ;  tending  to  establish  his  faith  on  Christ, 
the  rock  of  ages,  and  qualifymg  him  to  minister 
feelingly  to  others,  who  might  be  similarly  tried. 

After  passing  through  these  dispensations,  h^e 
became  more   easy  in  his   mind,   though  not 
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altogether  exempt  from  frequent  inward  suffer- 
ings ;  and  he  was  soon  after  engaged  to  preach 
tlie  gospel,  or,  as  he  calls  it,  "  declare  the  truth 
to  others."  His  first  appearances  as  a  minister, 
unless  we  consider  the  discourses  which  he 
mentions  in  Derbyshire  and  Nottinganishire,  as 
such,  took  place  at  Duckenfield  and  Manches- 
ter, in  the  year  1647,  when  he  was  about  twenty- 
three  years  of  age.  Some  persons  were  convinced 
by  his  ministry,  and  united  with  him  in  religious 
fellowship ;  which  was  also  the  case  after  a  large 
meeting  at  Broughtou,  in  Leicestersliire,  and 
some  others  in  Nottinghamshire.  His  ministry 
was  so  powerful,  and  his  conduct  so  remarkable 
in  various  respects,  that  people  came  from  far 
and  near  to  see  him  ;  and  a  person  of  the  name 
of  Brown,  when  on  his  death-bed,  foresaw  and 
foretold  the  work  which  George  Fox  would  be 
iustrumenlul  to  accomplish.  These  ciicuin- 
stances,  however,  excited  a  fear  in  the  mmd  of 
the  latter,  lest  ho  should  be  drawn  into  self- 
exaltation  ;  and  this  fear  preserved  liim,  at  this 
time,  and  many  others,  froni  iieing  carried  away 
by  the  high  o[)inion  which  some  persons  enter- 
tained of  his  gifts  and  services.  The  afl'ectionnte 
part  in  us,  is  apt  to  indulge  itself  too  freely  in 
expressions  to  those  from  whom  religions  be- 
nclits  have  been  received  ;  and  it  requires  great 
care  iu  those  who  are  made  instruments  of  uood 
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to  Others,  to  keep  in  humility,  and  watchfulness, 
and  remember  the  query — "  What  hast  thou  that 
thou  hast  not  received  ?"  In  this  respect  there 
is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  subject  of  this 
memoir  was,  from  his  youth,  a  bright  example. 

Having  now  separated  himself  from  all  reli- 
gious societies,  he  travelled  in  Nottinghamshire 
and  the  neighbouring  counties,  taking  oppor- 
tunities of  various  kinds,  by  which  large  multi- 
tudes of  people  Mere  drawn  together,  to  turn 
men  from  darkness  to  the  light  of  Christ ;  fre- 
quently reproving  them  for  their  vices,  and 
occasionally  disputing  widi  tliose  that  oppof^cct 
his  doctrines.  Such  was  the  success  of  his 
labours,  in  the  year  l648,  and  the  tv.o  years 
preceding,  that  divers  ^Meetings  of  his  Friends 
were  established;  and  we  are  told  tiiat  his 
fellow  professors  were  gathered  to  the  teacliing 
of  Christ,  by  that  light,  spirit,  and  power,  uliich 
broke  forth  daily  more  and  more  wonderfully. 

It  has  already  been  inlimated,  that  the  first 
motive  which  induced  hiin  to  separate  from 
other  religious  societies,  w  as  a  conviction  of  the 
insufiicieiicy  of  all  human  teaching,  not  under 
the  inrtueuce  of  the  holy  Spirit,  and  of  the  suf- 
ficiency of  that  inward  anointing  which  the 
iVposlle  says,  teaches  us  all  things;  so  that  iheie 
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k  no  absolute  necessity  for  those  who  are  willing 
to  attend  to  its  instructions,  that  any  man  should 
teach  them.  Now  also,  in  his  ^oing  forth  in  reli- 
gious service,  he  found  it  his  duty  to  lay  aside  se- 
veral complimentary  practices,  which  he  saw  to 
be  inconsistent  with  the  simplicity  of  the  gospel 
of  Christ.  Such  were  tlie  bowing  of  the  body, 
and  putting  off  llie  hat,  from  respect  to 
persons  or  places  ;  also  the  use  of  the  plural 
number  to  a  single  person,  with  other  com- 
plimentary expressions.  His  declining  these 
practices  subjected  him  to  much  obloquy 
and  abuse,  which  manifested  that  the  source 
from  which  they  sprang,  was  pride  ;  otherwise 
their  being  withheld  would  not  have  produced 
those  dispositions  of  resentment,  which  were 
geneially  manifested.  There  is  reason  to  sup- 
pose, that  about  this  time  he  saw  into  the  incon- 
sistency of  war  with  the  peaceableness  of 
Cluisl's  kingdom,  having  declined  several  appli- 
cations to  accept  places  in  the  army. 

Tlie  subjects  of  Water  Ba})tism,  and  the 
Sarramcnt  {us  it  is  called)  of  the  Lord's  Supper, 
also  claimed  his  serious  consideration  ;  the  result 
of  which  w as,  that  ihoy  were  no  longer  neces- 
sary appendages  to  the  Clinrch  <.f  Christ,  though 
they  might  have  been  used  for  a  season_,  in  con- 
descension   to    the    weakness  of  the   earlv  be- 
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lievers,  many  of  whom  being  of  the  Jewish 
nation,  were  much  attaclied  to  those  things 
which  were  connected  with  their  legal  ceremo- 
nies. The  mind  of  this  enlightened  man  however 
saw  them  to  be  like  those  carnal  ordinances, 
which  were  imposed  only  for  a  season,  and  he 
not  only  laid  aside  the  use  of  them,  but  endea- 
voured to  draw  the  minds  of  his  hearers  to  that 
inward  and  invisible  grace,  of  which  the  latter 
is  declared  by  its  very  advocates,  to  be  only  a 
sign  ;  and,  vrhilst  incapable  of  communicating 
the  substance  of  true  religion,  these  ceremonies 
are  often  a  means  of  inducing  those  who  use 
them,  to  rest  in  the  shadow.  The  disuse  of 
them  therefore  appeared  to  him  most  consistent 
with  the  spirituality  of  the  gospel  dispensation. 

Whilst  in  this  preparatory  state  of  mind  for 
the  religious  services  to  which  he  was  called,  ho 
also  saw  how  superficially  many  professors  read 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  without  applying  iheni 
properly  to  Ihfcir  own  states,  and  to  thai  glorious 
dispensation  of  the  gospel  of  Christ,  which  they 
prefigure,  foretell,  and  describe.  The  necessity 
of  Inward  holiness,  and  that  slate  of  perfection, 
which  the  scriptures  point  out,  was  also  forcibly 
impressed  on  his  mind ;  and  as  a  peculiar  part  of 
his  mission,  he  was  particularly  favoured  to  see 
liow  every  man  was  enlightened  by  the  divine 
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lijlht  of  Christ.  This  was  indeed  like  the  lead- 
ing  feature  of  his  ministry;  and,  with  the  Apostle 
John, he  could  bear  this  testimony:  "  If  we  walk 
in  the  light  as  God  is  in  the  light,  we  have  fel- 
lowship one  with  another,  and  the  blood  of 
Jesus  Christ  his  Son,  cleanseth-  us  from  all  sin." 

The  following  expressions  are  extracted  from 
the  account  which  he  gives  of  the  mission  which 
he  received.     "  I  was  sent  to  turn  people  from 
darkness  to    the   light,    that   they  might   receive 
Christ  Jesus.    I  was  to  direct  people  to  the  Spirit 
that  gave  forth  the  scriptures,  by  which  they  might 
be  led  uito  all  truth,   and  up  to  Christ  and  God, 
as  those  had  been  ^ho  gave  tiiem  forth.     I  was 
to  turn  them  to  the  grace  of  God,    and  to  the 
truth  in  the  heart,   which  came  by  Jesus.     I  saw 
Christ  died  for  all  men,  was  a  propitiation  for  all, 
and  enlightened  all  men  and  women  with  his  di- 
vine and  saving  light.     I  saw  that  the   grace   of 
God,   which  brings  salvation,  had  appeared  to  all 
men,  and  that  the  manifestation  of  the  Spirit  was 
given  to  every  man  to  proht  wilhai.   These  things 
1  (lid  not  see  by  the  help  of  man,   nor  by  the  let- 
ter,  liii)u<;h   they   are  wiillen   in  the   klter  ;    but 
I  saw  liicm  ill  the  light  of   llio  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
;uul  by  his  immediate  Sj>n  it  antl  power,  as  did  tiie 
holy  men  of  God,   by  whom  the  licjly  Scriptures 
Were  wrillen:  yd  I  had  no  slij^hl  es'.ecni  for  the 
{■ 
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Holy  Scilptuit's  ;  they  were  very  precious  to  me, 
for  I  was  m  that  Spirit  in  which  they  were  giveii 
forth ;  and  what  the  I^orcl  opened  in  me,  1  after- 
uards  found  was  agreeable  to  them.  I  could, 
speak  much  of  these  things;  but  all  would  prove 
loo  short  to  set  forth  the  intijute  love,  wisdom, 
and  power  of  God,  in  preparing  me  for  the  ser- 
vice he  had  appointed  me  to;  letting  me  see  the 
depth  of  Satan  on  the  one  hand,  and  opening  to 
me,  on  the  other  hand,  tlie  divine  mysteries  of  his 
ov>n  everlasting  kingdom." 

Again:  "  ^Vhen  the  Lord  Tjod,  and  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ,  sent  me  into  the  world  to  preach 
the  everlasting  gospel,  I  was  glad  that  I  was  com- 
manded to  turn  people  to  that  inward  light,  Spirit, 
and  grace,  hy  which  all  miuht  know  their  salva- 
tion and  their  way  to  God,  I  was  to  bring  people 
oft'  from  their  old  ways  to  Christ,  the  new  and  liv- 
ing way ;  from  tlieir  churches  which  men  had 
gathered,  to  the, church  in  God;  and  off  from  the 
world's  teachers  made  by  men  to  Christ,  who  is 
the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life;  and  off  from  all 
the  world's  worships,  to  know  the  Spirit  of 
truth,  that  in  it  they  might  worship  the  Father  of 
spirits,  who  seeks  such  to  worship  him.  1  was 
to  krjng  them  oif  from  all  the  w  orld's  fellowships, 
pravjuiis  and  sinoin^s  which  stood  in  form  w ithout 
power,  that  their  fellowship  might  be  in  the  Holy 
Ghost;  that  they  might  pray  in  the  Holy  Ghobt, 
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sinp;  in  tke  Spirit  and  with  the  grace  that  comos 
by  Jesus,  n)aking  melody  in  their  hearts  to  the 
Lord,  1  Mils  to  brum;  people  o-l'  from  Jewish 
ceJ-emonieS,  from  heathenish  fables,  from  men's 
inventions  and  windy  doeliinp«,  nnd  from  »\{  their 
b«fggarly  rudiments,  wjth  (heir  sehuols  and  colleges 
for  making  mmisters  of  Christ ;  and  from  ull  their 
images  and  crosses,  and  sprinkling  of  infants,  wiih 
their  holy  days,  (so  called)  witli  all  their  vain  tra- 
ditions, which  had  got  np  since  the  apostles'  days, 
and  which  the  lord's  power  was  against ;  in  the 
dread  and  authority  of  which  I  was  moved  to  de- 
chire  against  them  all,  and  against  all  that  preached 
and  not  freely,  as  such  who  hu.l  not  received  freely 
fron»  Christ." 

I'rom  the  views  which  he  entertained  rcspcctini; 
thviu^  worshii)  and  gospel  n)luistry,  it  became  a 
necessary  con^jequence  that  the  religious  meetings 
of  llie  new  society,  would  be  frequently  held  either 
wliollv  or  [)arlly  in  silence.  A  slule  of  inward  se- 
lii<  inent  and  waiting  upon  God,  appeared  to  lijm 
essential  both  for  the  p.erformance  of  true  worship, 
and  for  die  exercise  of  gospel  ministry;  and  \vor.->li![) 
b(Mi)g  a  communicalio!i  betxvecn  the  spiritual  p;irt 
of  man  and  that  Divine  lieing,  who,  we  are  t.ihl,  is 
a  Spirit,  tlie  vocal  use  of  words  w as  not  considered 
necessary,  for  the  performance  of  this  important 
duty,  accordmg  to  the  doctrine  of  our  blessed  ]*e- 
deemrr :  God  is  a  Spirit;  and  tlu  \  that  w<»rsjiij> 
him,  must  worship  Imn  in  Sj)irit  and  ui  Truth. 


CHAP.  II. 

1649  io  \65l  —  Many  cotivinccd  by  his  Ministry-— 
Preaches  in  Places  of'  Public  Worship — Imprisoned  at 
Nottingham,  but  soon  released — Long  Imprisonment  at 
Derby^^Many  remarkable  Circumstances  occur  there. 

JbROM  the  foregoing  description  of  George 
Fox's  mission,  it  may  reasonably  be  expected  that 
much  hostility  would  be  excited  against  him,  par- 
ticularly by  those  with  whose  worldly  interests  his 
doctrine  interfered.  Indeed  not  only  the  Priests, 
but  Magistrates  and  others  manifested  great  op- 
position to  those  practices  and  doctrines  which  he 
inculcated.  Great  were  the  suilerings  whicii  he 
and  his  friends  underwent;  but  aUhough  this  was 
the  case,  yet  many  were  made  sensible  of  the  rec- 
titude of  their  testimony,  and  considerable  addi- 
tions were  made  to  the  number  of  those  who,  being 
convinced  of  the  truths  preached,  were  m  illing  to 
make  public  profession  of  them,  notwithstandijig 
the  reproach  and  sufferings  which  they  induced. 

Besides  the  doctrines  which  he  publickly  taught, 
he  was  much  engaged  in  private  admonition  to 
people  in  different  stations  of  life,  to  i)romotc  the 
discharge  of  their  respective  duties.  Judges  ot  the 
law,  justices  of  the  peace  and  other  magistrates; 
parents  of  children;  masters  of  servants,  and  school- 
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masters,  were  all  the  subjects  of  his  concern  and 
labour  of  love;  nor  dki  those  hi  the  inferior  de- 
partments of  life  escape  his  notice,  for  the  promo- 
tion of  their  best  interests.  He  also  publickly 
testified  against  wakes,  feasts,  maygames,  sports, 
plays,  music  and  the  public  exhibitions  of  mounte- 
banks; considering  these  diversions  as  being  cal- 
culated to  destroy  that  religion  and  virtue  which 
arc  essential  to  the  true  happiness  of  man,  both 
here  and  hereafter.  In  fairs  and  markets  he  was 
also  led  to  warn  the  people  against  fraud  and  de- 
ceit; exhorting  them  to  deal  justly,  to  speak  the 
triuh,  and  to  do  to  others  as  tln^y  woidii  have 
others  do  to  them.  Thus,  in  his  labours,  he  united 
a  concern  both  for  religious  and  moral  principle, 
which  he  seems  to  have  carried  with  him  through 
life. 

'rije  nature  of  liis  religious  exercise  sometimes 
led  him  to  attend  the  places  of  public  worship, 
against  a  supcrstitiDns  reverence  for  which,  and 
thf  conduct  of  those  who  nunistered  in  them,  his 
7i'al  was  v«'iy  stiong;  and  once,  at  Nottingluun, 
led  him  to  interrupt  a  Prit  st  whilst  preaching,  con- 
ccivmg  him  to  be  perveiliiig  a  text  of  scripture. 
But  thoui;h  his  mind  was  fre([uent!y  drav>  n  to  eiA- 
brace  these  opportunities  of  pubhshing  his  doi  - 
trnus,  his  g« mrnl  practice  was  to  wait  till  liie 
ptiblic  Service  was  over,  and  liieu  endeavour  lo  re- 
c   " 
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lieve  his  mind.  In  those  times  this  appears  to 
have  been  not  an  uncommon  practice,  and  I  have 
seen  it  mentioned  as  such  in  some  history.  The 
consequence  of  his  zeal  at  Nottingham,  was,  that 
he  was  seized  and  put  into  a  filthy  prison.  This, 
however,  proved  the  means  of  spreading  his  prin- 
ciples, and  one  of  the  sheriffs  of  Nottingham, 
John  Reckles,  with  his  wife,  weie  convmced  by 
the  discourse  which  they  had  with  George  Fox; 
and  several  Priests  also  confessed  to  the  power  of 
the  Lord  which  accompanied  his  ministry.  At 
Kottingham  he  was  committed  to  prison,  where  it 
appears  he  continued  for  a  few  months  ;  and 
having  liberty,  at  times,  to  go  into  the  town,  he 
employed  it  in  promulgating  tliose  doctrines  which 
he  apprehended  himself  culled  to  preach. 

After  his  liberation,  he  came  to  Mansfield- 
Woodhouse,  where,  in  consequence  of  exhorting 
the  priest  and  people  in  their  j)lace  of  worship,  he 
was  seized  and  put  into  the  stocks  for  several 
hours;  but  being  afterwards  taken  before  some 
inagistrates,  he  was,  after  much  threatening,  set  at 
liberty.  The  rude  people  stoned  him  out  of  the 
town,  by  which  he  was  mi:--h  injured,  but  soon 
jecovered  the  effects  of  liis  blows  and  wounds. 
Jsotwilhstanding  this  treatment,  the  cause  which 
he  had  espoused  gained  ground,  and  that  day  se- 
veral "  were  convinced  of  the  Lord's  truth,  and 
turaed  to  his  leaching." 
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Fronr Mansfield  he  came  through  Leicestershire 
to  Coventry,  in  order  to  visit  some  persons  \\ho, 
he  had  heard,  were  imprisoned  there  on  account  of 
religion.  IJe  did  not  find  them  such  as  he  ex- 
pected; but  as  he  was  walking  to  the  jail,  his  soul 
was  inwardly  saluted  with  the  following  words: 
"  My  love  was  always  to  thee,  and  thou  art  in  my 
love."  On  this  he  remarks,  "  1  was  ravished  with 
the  sense  of  the  love  of  God,  and  greatly  strength- 
ened in  my  inward  man." 

Travelling  by  Atherstone,  Market- Bosworth, 
Twycross,  Chesterfield,  and  Kldsey- Park,  and  meet- 
ing with  nnicli  rude  treatment,  he  came  to  Derby 
about  the  year  iGJO.  Here  he  was  engaged  to 
preach  to  the  people  after  the  usual  service  was 
finished;  many  uf  the  army  and  clerg\  bemg  pre- 
sent. AVhilst  j;reacliing,  he  did  not  meet  with  much 
interru})tion;  but  was  afterwards  taken,  with  two 
ot  his  friends,  before  the  magistrates,  and  under- 
went an  exammatioii  of  about  eiglit  hours.  Among 
other  questions  they  asktd  him  if  any  of  them 
Avere  Christ:  I'o  wliich  CJeorge  I'ox  answered, 
"  Nay,  we  Mre  nolhing,  Christ  is  all."  It  is  pro- 
per to  be  ll.t,'  more  particular  in  mentioning  this 
question,  uitli  the  answer,  because  it  has  frequently 
been  alleged  a':,amst  GeorL,e  Fox,  and  some  of  our 
aiitient  friends,  that  thi\  assumed  the  character 
ot"  Clinst,  of  wluvli  this  is  a  compiete  confutation, 
Tlie  charge  was  often  repeated  alterwards,  au4  a? 
often  denied. 
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After  having  wearied  themselves  with  this  tedious 
examination,  the  Magistrates  con>raitted  George 
Fox  and  one  of  those  who  were  with  him,  to  the 
House  of  Correction  for  six  months,  as  blasphemers; 
with  what  reason  it  is  difficult  to  conceive;  but, 
at  this  time,  party  spirit  was  extreniely  violent, 
both  in  religion  and  politics.  The  kingly  Go- 
vernment had  been  lately  abolished,  by  the  execu- 
tion of  Charles  the  First,  and  the  Commonwealth, 
instead  of  afi'ording  an  increase  of  religious  tolera- 
tion, at  least  equalled  their  predecessors  in  violence  • 
and  persecution.  Though  they  might  be  sincere  in 
the  professions  which  they  had  made,  yet  their  pas- 
sions had  become  so  inflamed  with  a  spirit  of  ani- 
mosity, probably  heightened  by  then'  success  over 
the  opposite  party,  that  they  lost  all  appearance 
of  consistency,  and  liberty  of  conscience  was  re- 
strained as  much  at  least,  as  it  had  been  in  those 
times  of  which  ihey  complanied.  In  forming  au 
estimate  of  character  at  this  period,  all  parties 
should  make  consideralde  allowances  i'or  the  tem- 
per of  the  limes;  and  although  George  Fox  and 
liis  fiiends  were  so  far  from  persecution,  that  they 
would  \cry  rarely  take  advantage  of  the  law,  by 
prosecuting  their  enenues  for  then-  cruel  and  illegal 
conduct,  yet  perhaps  it  would  be  too  much  to  say 
that  their  zeal  never  exceeded  its  proper  bounds. 

lie    continued   in   the    House   of    Correction 
at   Derby,    for   iix   monlhs,    after    which    time 
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lie  was  nearly  six  months  longer  in  the  County 
Jail,     During  this  time,  several  incidents  occurred 
Avliicii  are  worthy  of  notice.     Tlhe  keeper  of  the 
prison  was,  at  fust,  greatly  enraged  against  hirn,  and 
spoke  wickedly  of  him  ;  but  he  soon  became  much 
troubled   for  his  conduct,   and  George  overlieard 
him  saying  to  his  wife,  '*  1  have  seen  the  day  of 
judgment,   and   I   saw   George   there,  and   I  was 
afraid  of  him,   because  I   have  done  him  so  much 
wrong,    and   have   spoken  so   much    against    him 
to    the    Ministers    and    Professors,     aiid    to    the 
Justices,   and   in   taverns   and   alehouses."     After 
this,  he  came  into  George's  chamber,   and  said  to 
him,  "  I  have  been  as  a  lion  against  you  ;  but  now 
I  come  like  a  lamb,  and  like  the  gaoler  that  can»e 
to  Paul  and  Silas  trembling."      He  also  acknow- 
ledged that  he  and  his  house  had  been  plagued  for 
George'"  ■^■r.^^'-i  of  which  he  next  day  in!oiTr:i-d  lli?. 
Justices,  one  of  whom  said  that  the  plagues  were 
upon  then)  too.    A  sister  also  of  the  gaoler  went  to 
vi>-it  George.     To  her  he  connnunicated  some  re- 
ligious advice,   wliich  had  a   good   ellect   on  hor 
mind,  and  she  said  respecting  him  and  iiis  friends, 
that  "  they  were    an   innocent   people,    who   did 
none  any  hurt,   but  did  good  to  all,   even  to  those 
that  hated  them." 

These  circinnslances  produced  souir  lenity  in 
the  minds  of  the  Justices,  who  gave  have  for  him 
to  walk  to   the  distance   of  a  mile-   the  intent  of 
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which  appears  to  have  been,  that  he  might  hnvo 
Opportuiiity  to  escape,  which  they  supposed  he 
Would  readily  embrace  ;  but  in  this  they  were  mis- 
taken, his  upright  principle  not  permitting  him  to 
accept  his  liberty  in  this  way. 

Whilst  he  was  con^ned  in  the  House  of  Correc- 
tion, his  relations  came  to  visit  him,  and  offered,  with 
others  of  Derby,  to  be  bound  that  he  should  come 
there  no  more  to  declare  against  the  priests ;  but  to 
this  he  could  not  consent,  not  only  because  the  con- 
dition was  such  as  he  could  not  agree  to,  but  because 
hie  was  innocent  of  any  improper  conduct  which 
required  a  bond  for  his  future  behaviour.  This 
greatly  enraged  Justice  Bennett,  whose  violent 
conduct  induced  George  to  pray  fnj-  forgiveness 
for  him.  Whilst  he  was  on  his  knees,  Bennett 
ran  violently  upon  him,  and  struck  liiiri  V.L.I,  'rMJi 
his  hands,  crying,  ''' Away  with  him,  gaoltr,  lake 
hiin  away,  gaoler."  He  was  now  brought  back  to 
the  prison,  where  he  continued  the  remainder  of 
the  six  months  ;  but  having  the  liberty  of  walking 
a  mile,  he  sometimes  went  into  the  market  and 
streets,  waruing  the  people  to  repent  of  I'.ieir 
M'ickedness  ;  and  "there  being  persons  of  different 
religious  professions  in  the  prison,  he  occasionally 
visited  them  in  their  meetings. 

When  the   time   fixed  for  his  imprisonment  was 
nearly  expired,  strong  attempts   were  made,  to  in- 
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duceliim  to  accept  a  Captaincy  in  the  army;  and 
the  soldiers  even  said  they  would  have  none  but 
him.  The  Commissioners  also  offered  him  that 
pr(?fernient,  and  even  pressed  it  upon  him,  but 
their x-uideavours  Mere  in  vain.  Me  told  them  that  he 
knew  whence  all  wars  arose,  even  from  the  lusts, 
according  to  tlie  doctrine  of  the  Apostle  James  : 
and  that  he  lived  in  the  virtue  of  that  life  and 
po\ier,  which  took  away  the  occasion  of  war. 
W  hen  they  found  that  their  importunities  were  iu 
vain,  they  became  angry,  and  ordered  the  gaoler 
to  take  him  away,  and  put  him  amongst  rogues 
and  felons.  The  prison  in  which  he  was  confined 
was  a  most  noisome  place,  infested  with  filthy 
vermin.  There  were  thirty  felons  iu  it,  and  not  a 
single  bed  to  sleep  on.  Here  he  was  confined  nearly 
lialf  a  year  more,  with  liberty  occasionally  to  walk 
in  the  garden. 

During  his  confinement,  there  was  in  the  jail, 
a  woman  who  was  committed  for  robbing  her 
master.  For  her  George  Fox  interfered  so  far,  as 
to  w  rite  to  the  Judge  and  Jury,  stating  how  con- 
trary it  was  to  the  law  of  God,  in  old  time,  to  put 
people  iQ  death  for  stealing  ;  and  pressing  them  to 
show  mercy  to  the  poor  woman.  She  was,  how- 
ever, condemned  to  die,  anil  actually  taken  to  the 
})htfe  of  execution,  (ieorge  j'ox,  not  beiii<j;  able 
to  be  present,  wrote  a  pa])er^  which  he  desired  to 
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be  read  to  the  people,  warning  thepi  against 
covetousness,  and  those  vices,  which  lead  to  so 
disgraceful  a  termination  of  life.  The  woman, 
though  on  the  ladder,  with  her  face  covered,  was 
reprieved,  and  brought  back  to  prison  ;  and  such, 
it  seems,  was  the  effect  of  George  Fox's  labours 
for  her  good,  that  she  was  convinced  of  the  truth 
of  the  doctrines  which  he  taught. 

The  subject  of  punishment  by  death,  for  crimes 
affectmg  property  only,  seems  to  have  closely 
engaged  his  attention  whilst  a  prisoner  here;  and 
he  not  only  wrote  to  the  Judges  on  this  subject, 
but  also  on  the  long  confinement  of  prisoners  be- 
fore they  were  brought  to  trial.  His  capacious 
mind  seems  to  have  embraced  almost  every  subject 
connected  widi  the  hap{)iness  of  man  ;  and  the 
justness  and  liberality  of  his  views  were  extraordi- 
nary. Justice  and  mercy  he  often  pressed  closely 
on  those  persons  in  high  stations,  who  had  the  ad- 
ministration of  them ;  and  when  they  deviated 
from  their  duty,  he  frequently  reproved  them,  and 
advised  them  to  a  ditl'crent  conduct.  Whilst  in 
prison  at  Derby,  he  addressed  many  short  but 
}>ertinent  exhortations  and  warnings  to  the  priests 
and  magistrates  who  iiud  been  tlie  means  of  liis 
imprisonment.  The  wickedness  that  prevailed  in 
tliC  town  of  Derby  deeply  alfected  his  niiud,  and 
he  warned  the  inhabitants  of  the  consequences 
of  their    conduct.      Being   now    deprived   of   the 
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opportunity  of  travelling,  he  published  two  or 
three  papers,  to  be  spread  among  his  friends 
and  others,  to  instruct  and  confirm  tliem  in  the 
principles  which  he  was  concerned  to  promulgate. 
'J'hus  did  this  diligent  labourer  in  the  gospel  of 
Christ  lose  no  opportunity  of  promoting  the  cause 
of  truth  and  righteousness  on  earth. 

It  was  while  he  was  a  prisoner  at  Derby,  or 
perhaps  at  his  first  examination,  that  the  name  of 
Quakers  was  given  to  him  and  his  friends.—- 
He  was  exhorting  Gervas  Bennett,  already  men- 
tioned, and  some  other  persons  who  were  in  com- 
pany, to  tremble  at  the  word  of  the  Lord ;  ou 
which  Bennett  contemptuously  called  the  friends 
of  George  Fox,  Quakers,  by  wlich  name  they  have 
since  that  time  been  distinguished. 

'^J'he  ^^;Igist^atcs  not  being  a'  le  to  accomplish 
any  of  their  objects  by  imprisoni,-  out,  and  growing 
uneasy  with  their  conduct  towards  their  prisoner, 
devised  various  means  for  ribcrati';.>;  him;  but  not 
agreeiug  among  themselves,  they  ii  lengih  turned 
Jiun  out  of  jail  in  as  iiicgular  a.  J  ai  (Mlrary  a 
manner  as  tliey  had  detained  hlni.  This  was  in 
the  early  part  of  the  winter  of  ICi.H. 

About  I  h'vcn  years  tifior  liis  reh-ase,  h\i  received 
llie  following  Itller  from  th(;  Kteper  of  l  .e  House 
of  C.'oirection,  v, liich,  though  not  in  tiie  '.rdcr  of 
time,  may  most  j)ropeiiy  In*  introduced  heic.  It 
inauifL^Ls  the  be:.-  iicial  elfc-ts  of  that  p;itio:it  -•.'■- 
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fering  and  faitliful  labour,  in  the  cause  of  truth 
and  righteousness,  whicli  remarkably  characterised 
the  life  of  this  innocent  man. 

"  Dear  Fiiiend, 

"  Having  such  a  convenient  messenger,  I  could 
<3o  no  less  than  givt-  thct*  an  account  of  ni\  present  con- 
dition: remembering  that  to  the  first  awakening  of  me 
to  a  sense  of  life,  and  of  the  inward  principle,  God  was 
pleased  to  make  use  of  thee  as  an  instrument;  so  that 
sometnnes  I  am  taken  with  admiration,  that  it  should 
■come  by  such  a  means  as  it  did ;  that  is  to  say,  that 
Providence  shuuld  order  thee  to  be  my  prisoner,  to  give 
,jne  my  first  real  sight  of  the  truth.  It  makes  me  many 
times  think  of  the  Jailer's  covt  rsion  by  the  Apostles. 

0  happy  George  Fox!  tliat  first  breathed  that  breath 
of  life  within  the  walls  of  my  liabitatioii. 

*'  Notwithstanding  my  outward  losses  are,  since  that 
time,  such  that  1  am  btcome  nothing  in  the  world;  yet 

1  hope  I  shall  find,  that  all  thise  li«ht  afflictions,  which 
are  but  for  a  moment,  will  w(-rk  for  me  a  far  more  and 
exceeding  weight  of  glory.  They  have  taken  all  from 
me;  and  now,  instead  of  keeping  a  prison,  I  am  rather 
waiting  when  I  shall  become  a  prisoner  myself.  Pray 
for  me  that  my  faith  fail  not;  but  that  I  may  hold  out 
to  the  death,  that  I  may  receive  a  crown  of  life. 

*'  I  earnestly  desire  to  hear  from   thee,    and   of  thy 
condition,   which  would  very  much  rejoice  me.     Not 
Laving  else  at  i)rescnt,    but  my  kind  love  to  thee,   and 
all  Christian  Friends  with  thee,   in  haste,  1  rest 
Thine  in  Christ  Jrsus, 

THOMAS  SUA  R.MAN.-" 

'■■  Dcrf)!!.  Q^iJ  q/  ilieith  MontJr  u  :;*;^ 


CHAP.  III. 

l66\  and  1652. — Extraordinary  concent  at  Litchjkld. 
Travels  through  Kutting/uinis/are  into  Yorkahirc,  ^c. 
uhere  there  are  great  convincements. 

After  George  Fox  was  liberated  from  his 
confinement  at  Derby,  he  travelled  again  in  his  re- 
ligious engagements.  At  Litchfield  he  was  con- 
cerned to  go  without  his  shoes  through  the  streets 
of  the  city,  and  to  cry,  "  Wo  to  the  bloody 
city  of  Litchfield."  So  strong  was  an  impression 
of  some  extraordinary  circumstance  upon  his  mind, 
that  as  he  passed  along,  there  appeared  to  be  a 
clianiicl  of  blood  running  down  the  streets,  and  the 
market  place  was  like  a  pool  of  bio(jd.  After 
this  engagement,  he  Mas  thoughtful  what  coulil  Le 
the  caw'-c  of  Ills  concern,  not  knowing  of  any  cir- 
cumstance wliich  should  warrant  so  singular  a 
declaration  ;  but  he  afterwards  understood,  that 
dui  ing  the  reign  of  tile  Lmpcror  l)ioc!t\s]an,  aI)ove 
1000  Chrislians  were  put  to  death  in  this  place, 
fioin  wlilcli  itohtaiued  its  present  name,  signifving 
tlic  I'ield  (jf  dead  bodies.  Such  was  the  seiisihdily 
that  attended  die  mlud  of  tiiis  exercised  irum,  that; 
circumstances  of  this  kind  frequently  allected  him 
in  (Uflcsent  places,  in  the  course  of  his  journies."^' 

"^  The  rc'liUlon  of  this  siiii;ular  roiict-ni  at,  I^itchlii'ltl,  hns 
been  cciibiuLii,  bccuubc  it  seems  to  imply  soiue  puuiblinnciit 
D  'i 
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Continuing  his  travels,  he  came  through  Notting- 
lianishire  and  Derbyshire  into  Yorkshire,  and 
preached  repentance  through  tlie  streets  of  Don- 
caster  and  several  other  places.  At  Balby,  near 
Doucaster,  he  continued  awhile,  and  Ricliard 
Tarnsworth,  ^ith  several  others,  was  convinced 
there.  Afterwards  he  visited  Wakefield,  Selby, 
and  Beveiley.  At  Selby,  he  seems  to  have  parted 
■vvilh  his  horse,  and  travelled  on  foot.  At  Bever- 
ley, he  w  ent  to  the  public  place  of  worship,  and 
after  the  Minister  had  liuishedhis  sermon,  George 
Avas  concerned  to  speak  to  him  and  tlie  people,  in 
order  to  turn  them  to  the  true  teacher,  Christ 
Jesus.  Here  he  met  with  no  material  molesta- 
tions^ but  passed  quietly  out  of  the  town  and  na  ent 

on  the  inhabitants,  for  a  crime  ■i\hich  had  been  perpetrated 
many  centuries  Ijcluie,  hy  Ileatljens  on  Christians.  13at  I  do 
not  consider  the  v.'ord,  V\o,  as  always  conveying  a  deium- 
ciittion  of  Judgment.  On  fxainnnng  Hailey's  l);cli(n);!i  v,  [ 
find,  lie  vxpluins  Wo,  by  '•crift',  troidile,  (-orrow."  Dr. 
Johnson  t;ives  the  same  signiiie.aion,  v.iili  other  uieaninj^s  or' 
the  word;  and  he  also  notices  it,  as  an  exclanjation  ol' sor- 
row. In  this  sense,  and  as  rtlatniL'  to  the  past,  rather  ilian 
tlie  I'nture,  George  Fu\  no  doul;t  mca  i;:e  expression.  This 
si))pears  clear  f'roai  tiie  coiitext,  lor  he  iiimselt' cxj)lains  what 
lie  ap[)rehended  was  tiie  cause  of  liis  ijsiiii;  the  words  i(l 
question,  and  which  he  iinputes  to  the  circumstance  ali-eady 
mentioned.  There  is  nothing:;  in  ins  own  account,  winch 
.conveys  any  apprehension  in  him,  tliat  some  jud;;ment5 
^vouid  fall  upon  the  place,  for  tljis  massacre;  Ijut  it  simpily 
iConveys  the  syuijrathetic  feelings  of  his  tender  rniud. 
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to  another  place  of  worship,  where  he  met  w  ith  a 
kind  reception,  and  the  people  desired  him  to 
come  again,  and  preach  among  them.  Next  day 
he  went  to  Captain  Pursloe's,  at  Cranswick,  whom 
he  had  also  visited  at  his  house  near  Selby.  He 
seems  very  much  to  have  favoured  George  Fox, 
and  acconjpanicd  him  to  several  places  in  this 
neighbourhood.  He  also  introduced  him  to  Jus- 
tice Holham,  who  was  a  man  of  religious  expe- 
rience, and  proved  very  friendly  to  George,  on 
various  occasions.  Whilst  they  were  at  this  house^ 
a  woman  of  quality  came  to  the  Justice  on 
business  ;  anil  in  the  course  of  conversation,  told 
him,  that  "  the  last  Sabbalh  day,  there  was  an. 
angel  or  spirit  came  into  the  church  at  Beverley, 
and  spake  the  wonderful  things  of  God,  to  the  asto- 
nisinnent  of  all  that  were  there  ;  and  when  it  had 
done,  it  passed  away,  and  they  did  not  know 
whence  it  came  nor  whither  it  w;ent  ;  but  it 
astonished  all,  priests,  {)rofessors,  and  magistrates." 
^rhis  the  Justice  related  to  George,  who  informed 
him  tiiat  he  hud  been  that  day  at  Beverley,  iuui 
hud  preached  to  the  people  tiierc. 

In  the  course  of  iiis  travels,  he  came  to  York, 
•where  lie  found  several  persons  seriously  disposei}, 
and  ready  to  receive  his  doctrine.  Whilst  in  thi< 
city,  he  went  to  the  Cathedral,  on  a  first  dav  :  and 
■when  tiie  priest  had  fnnsiied  his  sermon,  (uor-jo 
told  them  that  he  bud  something  to  ccMiimiur.cuir.. 
r  3 


'i4-  llFE  OF  CEOUGE  FOX. 

The  weather  being  cold,  he  was  desired  to  speak 
quickly ;  on  which  he  said,  that  "  this  was  the 
Avord  of  tlie  Lord  to  them,  that  they  lived  in  words, 
l)iit  God  Almighty  looked  for  fruits  amongst  them."' 
He  was  not  suffered  to  proceed,  but  was  immedi- 
ately taken  out  of  the  place,  and  thrown  down  the 
Isteps,  yet  Mas  not  materially  injured.  After 
finishing  his  service  here,  he  travelled  into  Cleve- 
land. In  his  way  thither,  he  came  to  Borrowby, 
where  many  people  were  convinced,  and  a  large 
jneeting  was  established.  In  Cleveland,  he  found 
a  people  who  had  tasted  of  the  divine  power,  but 
not  waiting  in  patience  and  humility,  though  there 
had  been  large  meetings  of  them,  they  were  much 
scattered,  and  the  heads  of  them  turned  Ranters.* 
Amongst  these  people  he  was  concerned  to  labour 
for  their  restoration.  Most  of  them  were  con- 
vinced of  the  truth  of  his  doctrines,  and  a  Meeting 
was  established. 

It  was  now  the  depth  of  winter,  in  the  year 
lOjl,  and  the  snow  was  very  deep  ;  but  sucli  was 
his  zeal,  that  he  continued  travelUng.  At  Stathes, 
near   Whitby,  he  had  some  large  meetings ;  and 

*  The  Ranters  in  the  brf;inninfr,  hatl  tlie  name  of  .'^ct ktrs, 
and  were  at  first  a  serious,  hum'oK'-iniiniO'i  pcuplc;  but  be- 
coming exalted  in  their  iuT-vjination?,  thev  ran  intn  many 
cxtravaamcies  of  opinion  and  practice^  which  caused  th'.ra 
to  have  the  luuiie  untiinters. 
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many  received  the  tnitli ;  amongst  whom  was  a 
man  of  100  years  of  age,  the  chief  constable,  and 
a  priest  of  the  name  of  Philip  Scaife.  Here  lie 
V  as  concerned  to  reprove  the  priest  of  the  parish, 
for  exacting  tithe  money  for  fish  caught  at  a  dis- 
tance, and  carried  to  another  port.  He  had  also 
a  public  dispute  with  a  Scotch  priest,  and  some 
Ranters,  which  aft'orded  him  an  opportunity  of 
jireaching  to  the  people,  and  promulgating  his 
doctrine.  The  Scotch  priest  was  greatly  enraged, 
and  manifested  a  design  against  the  life  of  George 
Fox.  A  few  years  afterwards,  both  this  priest  and 
liis  wife  were  convinced,  and  George  visited  them 
at  their  own  house,  the  next  time  he  came  into 
these  parts,  which  was  in  the  year  IGOS.  Great 
•Was  the  commotion  which  was  excited  among  the 
]>riests  in  particular;  and  when  they  heard  of 
(ieorge  Vox  coming  among  them,  they  would  fre- 
quontiy  go  out  of  the  way,  though  they  might 
before  have  boasted  of  what  they  would  do  when 
lie  came.  To  use  his  own  expressions,  "They 
wi'ie  struck  with  the  (head  of  the  eternal  power 
of  Gud,  and  fear  surprised  the  hypocrites." 

He  next  visited  Whitby  and  Scarborough,  where 
large  meetings  were  soon  after  settled.  After- 
wards he  came  to  ISIalton,  taking  part  of  the 
AVokIs  on  liis  way.  Here,  and  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, he  contlimed  some  time,  and  many  joined 
him  iu  relij^ious  fellowship;   some  of  whom  had 
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entertained  considerable  prejudice  against  him ; 
for  the  report  of  him  had  spread  greatly  in  the 
country.  One  woman,  who  was  a  high  professor 
among  the  Independents,  was  so  inveterate,  before 
he  came  there,  that  she  said  she  would  wilhngly 
go  to  see  him  hanged;  but  after  he  came  she  was 
convinced,  and  continued  a  Friend.  At  Malton 
he  went  into  the  usual  place  of  worship,  where 
the  Priest  was  preaching  to  no  more  than  eleven 
hearers  ;  but  after  it  was  known  that  George  Fox 
was  gone  there,  the  place  was  soon  tilled.  After 
the  Priest  had  finished,  George  was  invited  into 
the  pulpit,  which  he  thought  proper  to  decline, 
and  desiring  all  to  be  quiet,  he  stepped  upon  a 
high  seat,  and  there  delivered  what  he  had  to  say, 
without  any  interruption ;  after  which  he  departed 
in  peace. 

Leaving  INIalton,  he  came  to  Pickering  at  the 
time  of  the  Sessions,  Justice  Kobinson  being 
chairman.  Whilst  ihe  business  of  the  Sessions  was 
transacting,  George  had  a  meeting  in  the  school- 
house,  to  which  many  priests  and  others  came. 
Four  chief  constables  and  one  priest  were  con- 
vinced. This,  it  is  most  probable,  was  the  priest 
of  Pickering.  He  was  a  great  favourite  with  the 
justice,  who  was  soon  informed  of  the  circiim- 
stauce.  The  next  morning  George  went  witli  the 
four  chief  constables  and  some  others,  to  visit 
Justice  llobinson,  wlio  received  him  veiy  kindly, 
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and  acknowledged  the  rectitude  of  that  religious 
instruction  which  George  communicated.  At 
parting,  the  justice  spake  encouragingly  to  him, 
saying,  "It  was  very  well  that  he  should  exercise 
tlie  gift  which  God  had  given  him."  He  also  de- 
sired the  constables  to  give  George  some  money, 
which  he  offered  to  them  for  that  purpose,  wish- 
ing him  not  to  be  at  any  expense  in  their  country ; 
but  they  told  him  that  they  could  not  prevail  ou 
George  to  accept  any  money  from  them,  ^hich 
they  had  already  offered.  Yet  though  he  declined 
accepting  the  money;  he  gratefully  acknowledged 
the  justice's  kindness. 

Great  was  the  openness  w^ith  which  he  was  re- 
ceivt'd  in  these  parts.  At  one  place  the  bells  were 
ringing  when  he  cainc  to  it,  of  which  he,  inquiring 
the  cause,  was  told,  that  it  was  for  him  to  prcacli. 
Alter  some  deliberation,  he  concluded  to  go  to  the 
steeple-house,  and  was  iuviled  in  ;  but  seeing  the 
))Co|)le  galiiercdin  the  yard,  he  preferred  preaching 
to  them  tiiere.  All  was  quiet,  and  a  great  con- 
vince.ntnt  took  place.  At  anolhcr  town  in  llie 
luiglibourliood,  he  sat  some  hours  in  silence 
before  he  began  to  j)reaih  ;  and  such  was  the 
power  which  afterwards  attended  his  ministry, 
that  the  people  were  generally  reiiclu'd,  and 
brought  to  acknowledge  the  truth  of  his  doctrine. 
An  ancit'ul  piiest,  who  wa.>  among  tliosc  who  had 
been  convmced  b\  George  1  oxs  nnuistry,  accom- 
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panied  him  awhile,  and  as  they  were  passing  along 
the  road,  some  people  called  out,  "  Mr.  Boyes, 
we  owe  you  some  money  for  tithes,  pray  come  and 
take  it ;"  but  he  threw  up  his  hands  and  said,  he 
had  enougli,  they  might  keep  it,  and  he  praised 
the  Lord  that  he  liad  enough. 

After  travelling  some  time,  he  came  again  to 
Captain  Parsloe's,  and  Justice  Ilothani's,  where 
he  met  with  a  kind  reception  ;  and  they  expressed 
their  satisfaction  with  the  success  of  his  gospel 
labours.  The  Justice  said  to  hiin,  tljat  if  God 
had  not  raised  up  that  j>rinciple  of  light  and  life, 
which  he  preached,  the  nation  would  have  betu 
overrun  with  Kaulerisui ;  with  more  to  the  sajjic 
purpose. 

He  now  went  into  Tloklerness,  having  mooting:* 
at  several  ]>laces  till  he  came  to  Patrington.  Here 
he  preached  to  the  priest  and  people  in  the  street ; 
and  when  it  grew  dark,  he  went  to  an  inn,  where 
he  was  refused  both  meat  and  lodging;  vdiich  was 
also  the  case  at  two  other  houses.  Upon  this  he 
took  a  little  water  at  a  ditcii,  and  sat  down  among 
the  furze  bushes  till  it  was  <lay.  When  he  de- 
parted from  this  place  the  next  morning,  he  was- 
followed  by  a  man  widi  a  pikestatl,  to  a  neigh- 
bouring town,  and  this  man  raised  the  constables 
and  inhabitants,  to  whom,  however,  Geoi:;e  de- 
chired  the  truth,  and  exhorted  ihtm  to  rcpculunce  ; 
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but  they  seized  him,  and  took  him  bacTc  to  Pa- 
tiington.  Here  one  of  the  inhabitants  gave  hixu 
some  milk  and  bread,  which  would  no  doubt  be 
very  grateful,  he  having  eaten  nothing  for  some 
days  before.  After  this,  he  was  taken  to  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  who  having  examined  him,  soon  set 
him  at  liberty,  and  he  returned  to  Patrington, 
where  he  had  further  religious  service,  without  any 
molestation.  Many  were  convmced  of  the  truth, 
and  continued  faithful  witnesses  of  it.  After  going 
to  the  extremity  of  Holdcrness,  and  having  meet- 
ings at  several  places,  with  his  usual  success,  he 
returned  again  to  Patrington,  when  some  who  had 
been  the  means  of  his  being  brought  before  the 
Justice,  came  and  asked  forgiveness,  which  George 
freely  gave,  at  the  same  time  warning  thein  to 
amend  their  lives.  Justice  llotham  had  already 
interfered  in  his  favour,  and  asked  him  Nsliether 
any  had  abused  him  ;  but  says  George,  "  I  \\  as  not 
to  tell  him  any  thing  of  that  kind,  but  was  to  for- 
give  all."  This  performance  of  the  duly  of  for- 
giveness, on  all  occasions,  forms  an  excellent  trait 
in  the  character  of  George  Fox,  and  shewed  that 
he  had  learned  in  the  school  of  hin?,  who,  when 
fiuficring  on  the  cross,  prayed  for  his  persecutors, 
"  lather  forgive  them,  they  know  not  what  they  do." 

After  travelling  some  time  in  Holdcrness,  and 
meeting  w  ith  variety  of  reception,  he  came  to  IJnll, 
wJk.vc  he  olilained  a  conifortuble  loilgiiig,  wliich 
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of  late  had  seldom  been  afforded  him.  He  found 
himself  much  fatigued  with  travelling  on  foot,  and 
•Nvith  the  exercises  of  body  and  mind,  through 
Mhich  he  passed.  At  Hull,  he  seems  to  have  tarried 
but  a  short  time;  yet  whilst  there  he  admonished  the 
people  to  turn  to  Christ  Jesus,  that  they  might 
receive  salvation.  He  left  Hull,  and  proceeded 
towards  Balby,  near  Doncaster,  and  thence  through 
part  of  Nottinghamshire  into  Lincolnshire.  At 
Gainsborough  he  found  one  of  his  friends  had  been 
preaching  in  the  market,  which  had  occasioned  con- 
siderable disturbance.  A  man  came  to  this  place, 
who  had  before  accused  George  Fox  of  saying  that 
he  was  Christ;  and  repeating  the  same  false  accu- 
sation here,  the  people  were  with  difficulty  re- 
strained from  laving  violent  hands  on  George  ; 
but  he,  standing  up,  denied  the  charge,  telling  the 
people  "  that  Christ  was  in  them,  except  they  were 
reprobates;  and  that  it  was  Christ  ^\ho  spoke  in 
him,  and  not  that  he  was  Christ."  ^Vitll  this  ex- 
planation the  people  were  satisfied  ;  and  the  man 
\\]vy  raised  this  false  accusation,  some  time  after 
put  an  end  to  his  own  life.  Notwithstanding  much 
opposition,  many  persons  were  eiiectually  reached 
bv  George  Fox's  ministry,  in  these  parts,  and 
"  were  gathered  to  the  Lord's  liea\enly  teaching."' 

He  returned  again  into  Yorkshiie,  and  at 
Warmsv.orth  was  very  riidrly  treatrd  in  the  piihlio 
wurship  hoti^e  :   after  v.liiih  the  pffijrie   heat  liun 
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with  staves,  and  threw  earth  and  stones  at  him ; 
the  priest  himself  laying  violent  hands  upon  him. 
lie  returned  their  cruel  treatment,  with  an  exhor- 
tation to  them  to  repent,  and  turn  to  Christ.  At 
Doncaster  and  Tickhill,  he  met  with  similar  treat- 
ment, for  vhich  he  returned  similar  exhortations. 
At  the  latter  place,  the  clerk  struck  his  face  with 
the  bible,  which  caused  it  to  bleed  much ;  and  the 
priest  reviled  him,  and  those  who  were  with  him, 
calling  them  Quakers  ;  but  afterwards,  while 
George  was  preaching,  the  priest  was  so  much 
affected,  that  he  began  to  tremble  ;  which  pro- 
duced this  remark  from  a  person  present :  "  Look 
how  the  Priest  trembles  and  shakes,  he  is  turned  a 
Quidcer  also."  Some  Justices  hearing  of  the 
violent  conduct  of  the  people,  met  to  examine 
into  the  business,  and  the  clerk  was  afraid  ot 
Iiaving  his  hand  cut  off,  for  striking  in  the  church ; 
but  George  I'ox,  as  usual,  forgave  him,  and  wouW 
not  appear  against  him." 

About  this  time,  (iGoC)  a  great  opposition  was 
raised  in  the  \\  est  of  \'orkshire,  against  George 
I'ox  and  his  friends ;  and  a  warrant  was  issued 
against  him  and  Thomas  AJdani,  of  \\  aiinsworthj 
hut  it  was  executed  only  on  the  latter,  who  was 
sent  to  York  Castle:  and  George  travelled  to- 
■\^aids  Wakefield,  near  which  place  lived  James 
Baylor,  who  luid  been  at  a  meeting  with  George, 
liefore  lie  caiuc   there,  and  was  couvinccd,     Tr*- 
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veiling  on,  and  preaching  at  various  places  where 
he  came,  he  passed  by  High  Town,  Bradford,  &,c. 
to  Wensleydale.  At  the  market  town,  (Askrigg,  I 
suppose)  there  was  a  public  lecture  on  the  market 
day,  which  he  attended  ;  and  after  the  priest  had 
finished,  George  had  an  opportunity  of  relieving 
his  mind  to  the  people,  without  any  or  much  in- 
terruption. He  travelled  in  the  Dales  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  and  came  to  the  neiglibourhood  of 
Sedbergh,  where,  at  Justice  Benson's,  he  attended 
a  meeting  of  a  people  who  were  separated  from 
the  public  worship,  and  of  whom  he  had  had  a 
vision  some  time  before,  as  of  a  great  people  in 
vhite  raiment.  Ilie  meeting  was  very  large,  and 
the  people  generally  convinced  through  his  mi- 
nistry. He  had  several  other  meetings  in  this 
neighbourhood,  where  also  many  were  convinced, 
and  joined  him  in  religious  fellowship.  Among 
them  was  a  Captain  Ward,  of  wliom  he  says,  that 
he  received  the  truth  iu  the  love  of  it,  and  lived 
and  died  iu  it. 


CHAP.  IV. 

1 65  '2 — Visits  several  places  in  Wcstmordatnl  and  Lancashire* 
His  ^first  visits  at  Judge  Fell's,  S-warthmnre  Hall.  Is 
cruelly  treated  at  the  Isle  of  Wabicy,  Predicts  the  Dis* 
^(jlutiun  uj'  the  Long  Parliament, 

JcROM  Yorkshire,  George  Fox  went  to  Fir- 
bank  Chapel,  in  VVestmorehind:  near  which,  on  a 
first  day  afternoon,  he  had  a  large  meeting'.  Above 
1000  pcopJe  were  supposed  to  be  present,  to 
wljoni  he  preached  about  three  hours,  openiiiji  to 
tlicm  the  types  and  shadows  of  the  hiw,  and  tiie 
predictions  of  the  propliets,  and  directing  iheni  to 
Christ  the  substance;  many  of  whose  parables  and 
savings,  with  the  writings  of  the  Apostles,  he  also 
explained.  The  l^ord's  power  accompanying  his 
ministry,  it  reached  the  iiearts  of  the  people,  many 
of  whom  were  convinced,  including  all  the  teach- 
ers of  that  conuregation,  who  it  seems  were  Inde- 
pendents.  Among  them  were  Francis  llowgill, 
and  John  Audland.  ^^  ith  the  latter  George  Fox 
wont  home  ;  and  the  next  day  he  iield  another 
large  n\eeting  at  Preston- J^atrick  Chapel,  from 
\\hich  j>lace  he  went  to  Kendal.  Here  a  meeting 
was  appointed  in  the  Town  Ilall,  in  which  his 
ministry  was  attenutvi  will)  the  usual  success.  At 
L  luierbarrfjw,  and  at  Crook,  many,  to  use  his  own 
'v\ords,    "were  convinced,   received    the  word  of 
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]ife,  and  stood  fast  in  it,  under  the  teaching  of 
Christ  Jesus."  Among  these,  it  appears,  was 
Edward  Burrough,  with  whom  George  had  much 
reasoning,  previously  to  the  meeting. 

Leaving  Westmoreland,  he  came  to  Newton  ia 
Cartmel,  which  is  in  Lancashire.  Here  he  met  with 
pome  rude  treatment,  in  attempting  to  preach  after 
the  priest  had  finished ;  but  John  Brathwaite,  ayoung 
man  who  was  taking  down  the  priest's  sermon,  was 
eftectually  reached,  and  became  a  minister  of  the 
gospel.  Many,  in  this  part  of  the  country,  received 
the  truth,  and  abode  in  it.  Soon  after  this,  he 
came  to  Ulverstone,  and  went  to  Svvarthmore, 
about  a  mile  distant,  to  Judge  Feirs.  This  place 
is  memorable  for  many  circumstances  which  will 
be  detailed  in  liis  future  history.  Here  he  met 
with  a  priest  of  the  name  of  Lam  pit,  high,  it 
seems,  in  notion,  but  dark  in  understanding.  ^Vith 
him  George  had  much  controversy  at  Swarth- 
more.  At  one  part  of  the  dispute,  Margaret  Fell 
(the  Judge's  wife)  was  present,  and  her  eyes  were 
oj)ened,  to  see  beyond  the  priest  and  his  doctrine, 
60  diatshc  and  her  family  were  in  some  degree  con- 
vinced. 'J'he  Judge,  at  this  lime,  was  from  liouie, 
on  the  Welch  circuit.  A  day  being  appointed  for 
a  public  humiliation,  George  Fox  found  his  niind 
engaged  to  attend  the  j>Iace  of  public  worship  at 
Ulverstone.  When  he  entered  the  house,  Lanipit, 
the   priest^  was  singing  with  the  people,   which 


LIFE  OF  GEORGE.  FOX.  53 

George  considered  so  unsuitable  to  their  states, 
that  he  spake  to  the  priest  and  people  what  he 
felt  on  his  mind.  A  Justice  present  called  to 
have  him  taken  away,  but  Margaret  Fell  inter- 
fered in  his  favour,  and  he  was  permitted  to  speak 
awhile  longer ;  but  being  afterwards  taken  out,  he 
finished  his  conununication  in  tlie  grave  yard. 

He  continued  a  considerable  time  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Swarthmore,  frequently  returning  to 
that  place  as  his  head  quarters.  At  Ramside  he 
met  with  Thomas  Lawson,  a  priest  of  considerable 
eminence.  He  kindly  offered  Geo.  Fox  his  chapel, 
and  having  informed  the  people  in  the  morning  that 
CJcorge  was  coming  there  in  the  afternoon,  the  priest 
did  not  attempt  to  preach  himself.  It  appears  to 
have  been  a  memorable  meeting.  Many  received 
the  truth  in  the  love  of  it,  among  whom  Thomas 
Lawson  was  one  ;  who  thereupon  ceased  to  preach 
for  hire,  and  afterwards  preached  the  Lord  Jesus 
and  his  kingdom  freely.  After  this,  George  went 
to  J^alton,  and  to  the  island  of  Walney,  where, 
among  others,  James  Lancaster  was  convinced  ^  as 
vas  Leonard  Fell  at  IJecIiff.  He  next  went  to 
Gleaston,  where  he  had  a  quiet  peaceable  meeting 
in  a  new  chapel,  that  had  not  before  been  used. 
Here  again  many  were  convinced  by  his  ministry. 

Returning  again  to  Swarthmore,  several  of  the 
family  \V(ii«  fully  convinced  of  the  truth  of  l^is 
E  .'> 
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doctrines.  Leaving  them  for  a  short  time,  he 
went  again  into  Westmoreland,  and  to  the  borders 
of  Yorkshire,  m  here  he  had  large  meetings  among 
those  who  had  aheady  received  his  ministry;  but 
"being  informed  of  the  return  of  Judge  Fell  to  his 
own  house,  he  felt  inclined  to  go  again  to  Swarth- 
Biore.  The  Priests  and  others  had  endeavoured  to 
incense  the  Judge  against  him ;  but  when  George 
came,  he  explained  matters  so  much  to  the  Judge's 
satisfaction,  and  so  fully- answered  all  his  objec- 
tions, that  he  became  fully  satisfied  of  the  recti- 
tude of  George  Fox's  ministry;  and,  after  some 
time,  he  declined  going  to  hear  the  Priests,  though 
he  did  not  fully  join  in  religious  fellowship  with 
Friends.  His  house,  however,  was  always  open 
for  their  reception,  and  he  frequently  used  his  in- 
fluence to  check  the  persecuting  spirit,  which  was 
manifested  by  some  Magistrates  and  Priests  in 
those  parts.  To  his  wife  and  four  daughters,  wiio, 
beiu^  fully  convinced,  had  joined  in  society  with 
George  Fox  and  his  friends,  the  Judge  allowed 
full  liberty  to  act  consislentlv  \uih  die  princijilcs 
Avhich  they  had  im^ibtd  :  and  lie  treated  them  with 
great  kindness.  Fie  even  permitted  a  meeting  to 
be  established  at  his  house,  which  continued  to  be 
held  there  nearly  forty  years. 

^fter  tV-c  es'«M'r!:'rcnt  of  the  meeting  at  Swarth- 
'  Hiort;  Ctvijj-  vv*ui(i  again  to  tiiueil>ujroW;  and 
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went  thence  to  Kellett,  where  he  had  a  large 
meeting  at  Robert  VVidders's,  to  which  several 
came  from  Lancaster,  and  some  from  York;  and 
many  were  again  convinced.  Coming  to  Lancas- 
ter on  the  market-day,  he  embraced  that  oppor- 
tunity of  preaching  to  the  people.  "  I  preached 
(he  says)  righteousness  and  truth  unto  them,  which 
all  should  follow  afler,  walk  and  live  in;  directing 
them  how  and  where  they  might  fmd  the  Spirit  of 
God  to  guide  them  thereinto."  At  Lancaster  he 
had  several  religious  opportunities,  and  many  re- 
ceived his  testimony,  and  continued  faithful  to  the 
truth,  though  he  met  with  some  rude  treatment 
in  this  town.  At  a  place  in  this  neighbourhood, 
a  Doctor  was  so  irritated  against  him,  as  to  say 
that  lie  "  could  hud  in  his  heart  to  run  him  through 
with  liis  rapier,  though  he  was  to  be  hanged  for  it 
llie  next  day."  "^IJus  man,  howevrr,  was  so  far 
convincod,  that  nc  became  kind  to  Friends.  In 
this  and  ma;.}  i^her  instances,  in  the  life  of  George 
F(>\,  we  see  the  ruhiinu-nt  of  the  gospel  pro- 
phecy: "  Uie  wolf  also  shall  dwell  with  the 
lamb;  and  tlie  leopard  shall  lie  down  with  the 
kid;  and  the  calf  and  the  young  lion,  ;i;;d  the  fat- 
ling  lo^elher;  and  a  liltle  child  shail  lead  them." 

Iietnrning  into  \^  cstmorf  ^iimI,  he  came  agniu 
to  KtMidai  and  L  n:!ti  ban  i\v,  and  atlcrv.  ;iitis  to 
bwarlhinorc,     lleie  and   al  Llvci stone   he    was 
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much  engaged  in  preaching,  and  in  disputations 
with  the  Priftsts.  One  of  them,  Thomas  Taylor, 
an  ancient  man,  was  convinced ;  and  the  day  after 
his  convincement,  at  Crosland,  where  he  went  with 
George  Fox,  he  was  engaged  to  preach  pubhckly 
amongst  the  people,  and,  like  the  good  Scribe, 
brought  out  of  the  treasury,  things  new  and  old. 
His  brother,  Christopher  Taylor,  likewise  a 
preacher,  was  also  convinced,  and  became  a  Mi- 
nister among  Friends.  Many  were  now  sent  forth 
on  the  same  religious  service,  among  whom  Georjie 
F'ox  mentions  John  Audland,  Francis  Howgill, 
John  Camm,  Edward  Burrough,  Richard  Hub- 
berthorn,  Miles  Hubbersty,  and  Miles  Ilalhead; 
in  consequence  of  whose  labours,  meetings  were 
estabiisiied  in  various  parts  of  the  nation. 

Whilst  some  of  the  Priests  were  brought  into 
a  right  sense  of  the  nature  of  gospel  ministry, 
others  appeared  much  disturbed  in  llieir  minds, 
and  endeavoured  to  excite  the  magistrates  to  per- 
secution ;  but  though  some  of  George  Fox's 
friends  were  sent  to  prison,  he  still  retained  his 
liberty,  and  continued  his  gospel  labours  in  these 
parts  with  great  success.  Some  of  the  Priests 
pretended  to  prophecy,  that  within  a  month  the 
Quakers  would  be  all  scattered  and  come  to 
nothing  ;  but  the  sequel  proved  tluit  their  predic- 
tions were  dictated  by  their  animosity,  and  not  by 
the  Spirit  of  Truth, 
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At  Ulverstone  he  met  with  much  cruel  treat- 
ment at  the  instigation  of  Justice  Sawrey,  who 
seems  to  have  been  the  first  promoter  of  persecu- 
tion in  the  North.  George  was  preaching  to  the 
people,  who  heard  him  quietly  and  gladly,  till  the 
Justice  incensed  them  against  him;  when  the  ruder 
part  of  them  seized  him,  and  by  the  Justice's  or- 
der he  was  dragged  out  of  the  town.  There,  after 
being  severely  beaten  till  he  was  senseless,  he  fell 
on  the  wet  common,  and  continued  in  that  situa-- 
tion  for  some  time..  When  he  recovered,  he  lay 
still  awhile,  and  was  favoured  to  feci  divine  re- 
freshment to  his  soul.  Rising  up,  he  said  to  liie 
people  about  him,  "  Strike  again,  here  are  my 
arms,  my  head,  and  my  cheeks."  One  man,  a 
mason,  was  rude  enough  to  strike  him  a  severe 
blow  with  jiis  rule  on  the  hand.  The  people  af- 
terwards quarrelled  among  themselves,  and  George, 
notwithstanding  all  their  cruel  treatment,  was 
strengthened  to  preach  unto  them,  endeavour- 
ing to  convince  them  of  the  imj)ropricty  ot  their 
conduct,  and  its  inconsistency  with  true  Chris- 
tianity. He  returned  soon  to  Ulverstone,  and 
went  into  the  market,  when  a  solther  with  his 
rapier,  ofiVred  to  protect  him,  but  George  de- 
clined it,  and  seeing  the  soldier  endeavouring  to 
dclVnd  some  other  friends  with  his  drawn  rapier, 
he  prevailed  on  him  to  wiliidriiw,  lest  some  mis- 
chici     should    occur.       Gouig    to    Swarthinure, 
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George  found  the  family  there  occupied  in  dres- 
sing the  wounds  of  several  friends  who  had  been 
hurt  that  day  by  the  enraged  populace.  He  was 
himself  much  bruised  by  the  abuse  which  he  had 
met  with,  but  does  not  seem  to  have  been  other- 
wise injured. 

In  reading  the  memoirs  of  this  excellent  man,  the 
mind  is  unavoidably  struck  with  the  courage,  pa- 
tience, and  meekness  with  which  he  bore  the  cruel 
treatment  that  he  often  received.  Soon  after  the 
foregoing  circumstance,  he  went  to  the  Isle  of 
Walney  a  second  time,  where  the  barbarous  peo- 
ple treated  him  and  his  companions  in  a  shocking 
manner.  At  one  town  the  people  came  upon  him 
with  pitchforks,  flails,  and  staves,  crying,  "  Kill 
him,  knock  him  on  the  head,  bring  the  cart,  aiid  carry 
him  away  to  the  church-yard.'  He  was  so  much 
abused,  that  after  walking  to  the  house  of  a  friend, 
he  could  scarcely  speak.  James  Naylor,  who  was 
with  him,  also  suffered  much  on  this  occasion. 
ISIargaret  Fell,  hearing  of  the  cruel  treatment  they 
had  met  with,  sent  a  horse  for  George  to  ride  on 
to  her  house  ;  but  it  Mas  with  great  difficulty  and 
pain  that  he  could  be<ir  the  motion  of  the  horse. 
Alter  his  return  to  Swardimore,  Judge  Fell  sent 
warrants  to  apprehend  some  of  those  riotous  per- 
sons, and  desired  George  to  give  him  a  relation  of 
tht;ir  abusive  conduct;   but  this  he  declined,    and 
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the  Judge  told  his  wife,  that  he  spake  of  it  as  a 
man  that  had  not  been  concerned.  "  Indeed  (says 
George)  the  Lord's  power  healed  me," 

"When  he  returned  from  the  Isle  of  Walney,  he 
found  that  two  Justices  had  issued  a  warrant 
against  him,  the  execution  of  which  was  prevented 
by  Judge  Fell.  George  hearing  of  the  warrant, 
came  to  the  Sessions  at  Lancaster,  vhere  forty 
Priests  appeared  against  him.  They  had  pronded 
one  young  Priest  and  two  Priests'  sons,  to  bear 
witness  that  they  had  heard  him  speak  blasphemy; 
but  vhen  they  came  before  the  Court,  they  could 
not  support  their  charge,  which  produced  a  repri- 
mand from  the  Bench.  Several  respectable  per- 
sons were  in  Court,  who  had  been  present  when 
the  pretended  blasphemous  words  were  said  to 
have  been  spoken,  and  they  declared  there  that 
the  oath  which  the  witnesses  had  taken,  was  alto- 
gether false.  The  Justices  were  fully  convinced 
of  Cieorge  Fox's  innocency,  and  one  of  them. 
Colonel  West,  said  to  him  in  open  Court, "  George, 
if  thou  hast  any  thing  to  say,  thou  mayest  freely 
ileclare  it."  Tiiis  gave  him  an  opportunity  which 
he  found  it  right  to  embrace  ;  a>id  though  some 
opposition  was  made  by  a  few  of  the  Priests, 
yet  ho  was  enabled  so  to  confute  them,  that  they 
left  the  Court  in  a  rage.  George  Vox  was  fully 
cleared  of  the  charges  brought  against  him,  the 
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malice  of  the  Priests  was  exposed,  and  a  great 
eoiivincement  took  place.  Among  the  number 
convinced  was  Justice  Benson,  of  Westmoreland, 
and  Major  Ripan,  the  Mayor  of  Lancaster. 

After  staying  two  or  three  days  at  Lancaster, 
where  he  met  with  some  rude  treatment,  he  left 
the  place  ;  and  returned  to  it  at  the  tnne  of  the 
Assizes,  when  the  Priests,  assisted  by  some  evil- 
disposed  Justices,  endeavoured  to  influence  Judge 
Windham  against  him.  They  were  so  far  suc- 
cessful, that  the  Judge  made  a  speech  in  open 
Court,  and  ordered  Colonel  West,  N\'ho  was 
Clerk  of  the  Assize,  to  issue  a  warrant  for  his  ap- 
prehension. This  the  Colonel  refused,  and  the 
Judge  commanding  him  either  to  write  the  war- 
rant, or  leave  his  seat,  he  agam  refused,  and  told 
the  Judge  that  he  would  offer  up  all  his  estate, 
and  body  also,  in  sujiport  of  George  Tox.  This 
put  the  Judge  to  a  stand,  and  defeated  the  object 
of  those  who  had  so  improperly  influenced  him. 
George,  soon  after  he  came  to  Lancaster,  went  to 
the  chambers  of  Judge  Fell  and  Colonel  West, 
who  smiled  at  him,  and  one  of  them  said,  "What! 
are  you  come  into  the  dragon's  mouth?"  He  staid 
in  the  town  till  the  Judge  left  it,  walking  tiie 
strc'ts  publicly,  but  no  one  laid  hands  on  liini. 
"  Thus  (says  he)  the  Lord's  blessed  power  which 
is  over  all,  carried  me  through  and  over  ibis  e.\er- 
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else,  gave  dominion  over  his  enemies,  and  enabled 
me  to  go  on  in  his  glorious  work  and  service,  fop 
his  great  uame's  sake. 

Leaving  Lancaster,  he  came  to  Robert  Wid- 
der's,  and  had  a  large  meeting  at  Thomas  Leper's, 
after  which  he  narrowly  escaped  a  plot  which  had 
been  laid  for  his  life.  Calling  at  Justice  (or  Colonel) 
West's,  in  the  way,  he  came  again  to  Swarth- 
more,  visiting  his  friends,  and  writing  letters  to 
Magistrates,  Priests,  and  others  thereaway,  re- 
proving them,  and  exhorting  them  to  repentance 
and  amendment  of  life.  Having  cleared  his  mind 
by  these  epistles,  he  returned  into  Westmorelaad, 
w  here  he  was  again  waylaid,  with  a  design,  it  appears, 
to  take  his  life,  but  he  was  preserved  from  the  snare. 
lie  had  several  disputes  witii  the  Priests,  two  of 
whom  attempted  to  prove  that  tiie  Scriptures  were 
the  Word  of  God.  George  admitte<i  that  they 
were  the  Words  of  Gcxi,  but  not,  as  one  of  them 
asserted,  "  God  llie  Wort',"  wiiich  was  Christ.  I'he 
Priests  were  unable  to  jirove  their  assertion,  and 
many  of  the  people  saw  the  errgrs  of  their 
teachers. 

-Mjout  the  bei^inning  of  the  year  10.53,  he  re- 
turned again  to  Swartlunore,  and  visited  several 
m»^etings  in  Lancashire.  One  day,  wjien  Jud<;e 
i  •  U  and  Justice  Benson  were  couversing  on  ilie 
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state  of  public  aflairs,  and  particularly  respecting 
the  long  parliament,  which  was  then  silling, 
George  Fox,  who  was  present,  told  them,  that 
before  that  day  two  weeks,  the  parliament  would 
he  broken  up,  and  the  speaker  plucked  from  the 
chair.  This  %vas  literally  veritied,  and  Justice 
Benson  told  Judge  Fell  that  he  now  perceived 
George  was  a  prophet,  Cromwell  havmg  brok^a 
iip  the  parliament  w  ilhm  the  time  mentioned. 


CHAP.  V. 

l6')5-—Fasis  fen  Days — Visits  Cumberland-— ^nthOfli/ 
!*(  arson  and  many  others  are  conxinced — 7*  arretted  at 
Carlisle,  and  cutHmittcd  to  Prison— After  his  Liberation^ 
goes  into  IFestinorclanil,  Durham,  and Nortliuinherland. 

jIT  appears  that  George  Fox  was  sometimes  in 
the  practice  of  fasting,  ■when  his  mind  \vas  parti- 
cularly exercised.  About  this  time  he  uas  engaged 
to  fast  for  ten  days,  on  account  of  two  of  his 
friends  getting  up  into  pride  and  self-exaltation, 
and  running  out  into  imaginations:  but  tlirough  his 
labour  with  them,  they  uere  brought  to  see  their 
error,  and  to  condcniu  it. 

Hearing  that  some  persons  in  Cambrrland 
tluriitcned,  that  if  he  ra;v.e  there,  they  would  tale 
aw  py  his  life,  lie  felt  his  mind  draun  to  go  tl.ither, 
and  went  directly  into  iho.'-e  parts  from  v,  Inch  the 
tlireatrnin!.s  came,  re<j;ardl'.'.ss  of  tlie  (!ar..;,er  to 
■\\hich  he  wa-  exposed  ;  hut  when  lie  c;imc  there, 
thfv  l;ad  no  ju)\\cr  to  touch  him.  lie  ir!i!ri;cd 
a;^ai!i  isilo  l>aiic:ish!re,  and  b'^inir  ''*n  a  vi-^it  ;tt 
Ci>h)uel  West's,  he  was  inturmed  that  Ami:'  iiy 
]*ear:-i()n,  a  Justice  of  the  Piace  for  three  counties, 
was  at  Swaillnr.ore.  I'lieCoIuiel  advi-cd  (jeorgc 
to  go  there,  saving,  "■  it  may  bti  of  great  service 
to  the  man;"'  accoi-dm^ly  he  went,  and  Antliony 
Pearson   was   en'crtuaiiv   reachcl  bv  his  niiiUMiv, 
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Soon  after,  he  and  his  wife  accompanied  George 
to  Bootle,  in  Cumberland  ;  where  Anthony  left 
him,  and  went  to  the  Sessions  at  Carlisle.  At 
Bootle,  George  went  into  the  place  of  public  wor- 
ship, and  when  the  priest  had  done,  began  to  speak  ; 
but  the  people  were  very  rude,  and  beat  him  violent- 
ly ;  this  however  did  not  deter  him  from  going  to  the 
same  place  in  the  afternoon.  A  priest  from  London, 
of  great  repute,  was  preaching  when  George  went 
in;  and  applying  what  is  said  in  the  scriptures,  re- 
specting false  projihets,  antichrists,  and  deceivers, 
to  him  and  his  friends.  When  the  priest  had 
finished,  George,  repeating  the  same  scriptures, 
showed  their  applicability  to  the  priest,  and  to 
5uch  as  him.  The  priest  interrupting  him,  and 
forbidding  him  to  speak,  George  replied  to  liini, 
that,  lie  having  his  hour  glass,  by  which  he  had 
preached  and  finished  his  sermon,  tlie  time  was 
now  as  free  for  one  as  for  the  other,  both  of 
them  being  strangers.  After  this,  George  liad  a 
full  opportunity  to  coinnuuiicate  what  he  liucl  to 
s:iv  to  the  people  \Vhcn  he  had  tinishcd,  the 
priests  manifested  much  anger,  and  sonic  others 
Mere  mischievou.--ly  disposed,  but  none  Vvcre  per- 
mitted to  iuji'.re  him. 

'Whilst  at  Bootle,  he  sent  to  have  a  meeting 
appointed  near  Cockermouth,  wliich  was  hugely 
attended.    It  proved  an  extraordinary  opportunity; 
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many  hundreds  were  convinced,  uho  received  tlie 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  his  free  teaching,  with 
liladness.  Anion";  them  were  twelve  soldiers  and 
their  wives.  Oii  the  First  Day  following,  George 
was  at  Cockermouth,  where,  when  he  attempted 
to  speak  after  the  priest,  the  peo[>!e  began  to  be 
rude  ;  but  the  soldiers  informing  them  that  no 
law  was  broken,  they  became  quiet,  and  George 
Fox  declaretl  to  them  tiie  way  of  life  and  trulh^ 
directing  them  to  Christ  their  teacher,  who  died 
for  them,  and  bought  tliem  with  his  blood.  In 
the  afternoon,  he  went  to  Brigham,  w here  great 
companies  folioweil  him.  lleing  invited  into  the 
worship  house,  and  seeing  no  other  convenient 
place,  he  accepted  it.  "  A  ilne  opportunity,"  says 
he,  "  the  Lord  gave  nie  to  preach  the  truth  that  dav, 
for  about  three  hours  ;  and  all  was  quiet ;  many 
hundieds  were  convinced,  and  some  of  thcjii 
praised  (Jod,  and  said,  "  JN'ow  we  know,  the  llr&t 
ste|)  to  peace." 

Several  circunislances  ocrurred  about  tliis  tiu'C, 
wh'rh  e\ince(l  that  he  had  a  peculiar  gift  of  dis- 
cerning the  ymuls  of  tlK)se  he  met  with  ;  one  of 
wliich  It  may  be  suftieicMit  to  relate.  String  a 
woman  at  a  distance,  he  cast  liis  evts  iij)()n  Ivv, 
and  said,  "  Llion  lia.-it  been  a  liailot."  M;o  re- 
l-lit-d,  tlial  "many  eould  tell  Ikm"  (.f  her  outw  aid 
s;iis,  but  none  of  her  inward  ;'"  to  which  hw 
r  n 
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answered,  that  her  heart  was  not  right  before  th« 
Lord,  and  from  the  inward  came  the  outward. 
This  woman  was  afterwards  convinced,  and  be- 
came a  Friend. 

Leaving  the  neighbourhood  of  Cockermouth, 
he  went  to  Coldbcck,  and  thence  to  Carlisle,  hav- 
ing meetings  at  several  places,  at  which  divers 
M'ere  convinced.  At  Carlisle,  he  had  a  meetinsr 
in  the  Cathedral,  and  another  among  the  soldiers 
at  the  Castle,  where  he  met  with  but  little  opposition, 
and  some  of  the  soldiers  were  convinced.  He  also 
])reached  on  the  market  day  at  the  cross,  and  on 
First  Day,  went  to  the  public  worship  house  \ 
where,  as  usual,  M'hen  the  priest  had  ended  his 
sermon,  he  preached  to  the  people;  which  occa- 
sioned considerable  tumult,  and  the  next  day  the 
Magistrates  granted  a  warrant  to  apprehend  him, 
3:^eing  brought  before  iheui,  lie  laid  open  the  fruits 
of  their  priests'  ministry,  and  their  own  high  pro- 
fession; for  they  were  Presbyterians  and  Indepen- 
dents, as  were  the  persecutors  in  general  in  those 
davs,  the  Episcopalians  having  then  no  power.— 
After  a  long  examination,  he  was  committed  to 
prison,  as  a  blasphciiier,  heretic,  and  seducer.— 
Here  he  lay  till  the  Assizes,  when  it  appears  to 
have  been  intended  to  takeaway  his  life,  the  High 
Sherift' ;■ 'ving  tliat  he  would  guard  him  to  the 
place  of  execution  himself ;  but  whilst  he,  with 
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the  Judge  and  Justices,  were  contriving  how  to 
accomplisli  their  evil  design,  tlie  Judge's  Clerk 
started  a  question,  which  confounded  their  Coun- 
sels, rinding  they  could  not  succeed  in  this  ob- 
ject, they  concluded  not  to  bring  him  to  trial,  not- 
withstanding a  strong  remonstrance  from  Anthony 
Pearson.  Being  now  left  to  the  mercy,  or  rather 
to  the  cruelty,  of  the  Magistrates,  they  removed 
him  into  the  prison  which  was  occupied  by  felonsr. 
It  was  a  very  filthy  place,  men  and  women  being 
put  promiscuously  into  it.  One  woman  was 
almost  eaten  to  deatli  with  vermin.  The  prisoners, 
however,  were  very  loving,  and  even  subject  fo  their 
new  companion,  and  "  some  of  them,"  he  says, "  were 
convinced  of  ll»e  truth,  as  the  publicans  and  har- 
lots were  of  old."  The  gaoler  and  undcr-gaolcr, 
however,  treated  him  with  great  cruelty,  and  even 
beat  him  very  severely ;  nor  would  they  suffer 
his  friends  to  visit  him,  without  extending  their 
abuse  to  them  ;  and  they  were  often  denied  access 
to  him. 

^Vhcn  he  found  that  he  was  not  likely 
to  be  brought  to  ])ublic  trial,  he  published  a 
paper,  inviting  those  who  had  any  thing  to  lay  to 
his  charge,  to  give  ti»eir  accusations  in  writing, 
that  they  might  be  fairly  answered.  This  paper 
he  directed  to  be  put  upon  all  the  market  crosses 
in  Westmoreland  and  Cumberland.  He  also 
wrote  to  the  Magistrates  who  eonunUled  hun  ;  and 
Aulhony  Pearson,  who  hud  before  very  iorcibiy 
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remonstrated  with"  the  Justices,  on  their  conduct, 
wrote,  jointly  with  Gervas  Benson,  to  the 
Magistrates,  Priests,  and  people  of  that  place,  re- 
proving them  for  their  illegal  and  cruel  conduct 
to  their  friend.  Soon  after  this,  the  Magistrates  con- 
cluded to  set  him  at  liberty,  but  before  his  liberation, 
the  Governor  (of  the  Castle,  I  suppose)  introduced 
Anthony  Pearson  to  the  prison,  and  they  examined 
this  miserable  place  of  confinement,  which  was 
found  so  tilthy,  that  the  Magistrates  were  exceed- 
ingly censured.  The  gaolers  were  obliged  to  find 
sureties  for  their  good  behaviour,  and  the  under- 
gaoler  was  committed  to  the  sau)e  prison.  It  was 
during  George  Fox's  confinement  here,  that  James 
Parnell,  a  yovith  about  IG  years  of  age,  visited 
him;  and  being  convmced,  joined  him  in  religfous 
fellowship. 

After  his  liberation  from  Carlisle,  he  returned 
to  Thomas  liewlav's,  at  Coidbeck,  where  a 
Baptist  teacher  came  to  disj)ute  w  ith  jjim.  'Hie 
Baptist,  however,  was  convinced,  and  having  an 
impropriation  of  tithes,  he  gave  it  up  freely;  and 
several  others  followed  his  exampie.  About  this 
time,  Friends  were  exctedmgly  abused  in  these 
parts,  and  un<lerw  cut  great  sufterings  various  wavy, 
their  lives  being  often  in  danger ;  "  but  (says 
George  F'ox)  the  Lord's  power  sustained  thcni ; 
the  everlasting  gospel  and  word  of  life  tiou]i?he'^ 
and  thousands  were  turned  to  the  Lord  Jesu* 
Christ;  and  to  his  teaching/' 
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Leaving  Cumberland,  be  came  to  Strickland* 
head,  in  Westmoreland,  where  he  had  a  large  meet- 
ing. The  Prjests  and  Magistrates  in  these  parts 
Mere  violently  disposed,  and  obtained  a  warrant  to 
apprehend  him  ;  but  they  were  not  permitted  to 
execute  it.  Visiting  the  meetings  of  his  Friends 
on  the  way,  he  came  again  to  Svvarthmore.  Some 
Baptists  in  Scotland  had  sent  to  oifer  to  dispute 
with  him,  and  he  appointed  to  meet  them  at 
Thomas  Bewlay's,  in  Cumberland ;  but  when  he 
came  there,  none  of  them  met  him.  He  received 
much  personal  abuse,  in  this  journey,  but  sustained 
no  material  injury.  He  next  visited  part  of  the 
County  of  Durham,  and  passed  into  Northumber- 
land. At  Derwent- Water,  he  had  several  great 
meetings :  "  The  everlasting  word  of  life  w:»s 
frtfcly  preached,  and  freely  received ;  hundreds 
being  turned  to  Christ  their  teacher." 

Coming  to  Hexham,  he  had  a  large  meeting  on 
the  top  of  a  hill,  in  the  neighbourliood,  at  which 
he  met  with  no  interruption.  After  this  meeting, 
he  passed  througli  f'le  town,  and  came  into  Gils- 
land,  a  country  then  noted  for  thieves,  souie 
rricnds  being  wilh  him.  Here  a  pnest  came  to 
them  at  :ui  inn,  and  saiil  he  would  prove  them 
deceivers,  out  of  the  Bible,  but  he  tailed  of  his 
desiuni.  In  the  course  of  their  conversation, 
(Jeorge   asked   him  what  he  called  the  Steeple- 
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house.  "Oh,  (said  he)  the  dreadful  house  of 
God,  the  temple  of  God."  This  shows  the  very 
superstitious  reverence  ^hich  was  then  entertained 
for  these  places,  and  accounts  for  that  zeal  with 
uhich  George  ¥ox  opposed  it,  and  endeavoured 
to  convince  the  people  of  their  erroneous  opluiows 
respecting  tliem. 

He  now  came  again  into  Cumberland,  and  had  a 
meeting  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  near  Langlands,  at  v.  hicli 
several  thousands  of  people  were  supposed  to  be 
j)resent.  It  was  a  heavenly  meeting.  The  minds  o? 
the  people  were  so  effeclually  turned  to  Christ, 
their  teacher,  that  when  Francis  Howgill  visited 
them  afterwards,  he  found  that  they  had  no  need 
of  words,  and  he  sat  amongst  them,  without  having 
any  thing  to  communicate.  !Many  predictions 
were  about  this  time  given  forth  by  their  euemie';, 
of  the  speedy  downful  of  this  new  society,  and  its 
members  met  with  great  reproach  and  sutiteririg, 
on  account  of  then-  j^eculiar  conduct.  Many,  for^ 
a  time,  refused  to  deal  uitii  theni  in  the  way  of 
trade  ;  but  their  npiiuhlness  and  integrity  soon 
raised  them  so  mucii  in  the  good  opinion  of  the 
people,  that  they  had  in  general  more  business 
than  tlieir  neigliboars,  which  frequently  excited 
much  envy  towards  tl'(-m.  '^1  !;cie  were  now  great 
numbers  con\incedin  the  Noribern  counties;  and 
Uian\  mouths   were   opened  to   ijear  testimony  to 
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the  truth,  and  to  publish  it  in  various  parts  of  the 
nation.  This  brought  an  exercise  upon  George 
I'ox ;  and  he  wrote  an  epistle  to  his  Friends, 
"  stirring  up  the  pure  mind,  and  raising  a  holy 
care  and  watchfulness  over  themselves  and  one 
another." 

Whilst  he  was  in  the  Nortli,  Morgan  Flovd,  a 
priest  of  Wrexham,  in  North  ^^  ales,  sent  two  of 
his  congregation  to  inquire  concerning  Friends, 
and  to  try  them,  as  he  called  it ;  but  these  triers 
being  both  convinced,  did  not  hastily  return  to 
their  master,  continuing  awhile  with  Friends  here- 
away. One  of  them,  John  ap  John,  continued  a 
steady  Friend,  and  became  a  mhiister,  in  ^hich 
capacity  he  afterwards  accompanied  George  Fox 
in  Wales. 

It  docs  not  appear  when  George  first  promulgated 
his  testimony  against  oadis,  but  it  is  a  doctrine  that 
had  now  made  some  progress;  for  when,  during 
Oliver  Cromwell's  Protectorate,  an  oath  of  allegi- 
ance or  obedience  to  him,  was  tendered  to  the  army, 
many  of  them  refused  to  take  it,  in  compliance 
with  the  command  of  Christ;  "  Swear  not  at  all.'' 
It  seems  that  these  sohiiers  had  been  already  con- 
vinced by  (Jeorge  Fox's  ministry,  or  that  of 
his  Friends,  but  had  not  yet  left  the  aimy.  This 
liowevcr  wus  the   means   of  entirely  seprirating 
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them  from  it,  and  bringing  them  into  nearer  fel- 
lowship with  Friends.  Some  proved  unfaithful, 
and  remaining  in  the  aniiy,  several  of  them  w  ere 
§hot  by  their  fellow-soldiers,  who  mistook  them 
for  enemies. 

From  this  and  other  circumstances,  it  appears, 
that  several  of  our  early  Friends  were  convinced 
while  in  the  army  ;  and  that  they  did  not  imme- 
diately relinquish  this  mode  of  life ;  but  as  the 
peaceable  principles,  promulgated  by  George  Fox 
and  his  Friends,  prevailed,  the  inconsistency  of 
-war  with  the  Gospel  dispensation,  became  increas- 
ingly manifest;  and  this  new  society  considered 
itself  called  upon  to  bear  testimony  to  the  coming 
of  that  day,  foretold  by  the  prophets,  in  which 
"  Nation  shall  not  lift  up  a  sword  against  nation, 
neither  shall  they  learu  war  any  more." 


CHAP.  VI. 

iS 5 4.. -^Returns  into  Yorkshire.  Large  meeting  at  St/n- 
derhiU  Green.  Goes  into  Nottinghamshire  and  Derby' 
shire.  Visits  his  relations  in  Leicestershire,  and  traxels 
to  London.  Visits  Bedfordshire.  Returns  to  London^ 
goes  to  Kent,  Sussex,  and  Berks.  Again  lisits  London 
and  several  Eastern  and  Midland  Counties — and  writes 
an  Epistle  to  Friends  in  Ireland. 

JlHE  Churches  in  the  North  being  established, 
and  Friends  gathered  under  the  teaching  of  Christ, 
George  Fox  was  engaged  to  travel  into  the  Southern 
parts  of  Yorkshire,  and  passing  through  Halifax,  a 
rude  town,  he  carn^  to  Thomas  Taylor's,  who  had 
been  a  Captain  in  the  army,  and  proceeded  to 
Synderhill  Green,  where  a  meeting  was  appointed 
for  him,  about  three  weeks  before  he  came  there. 
The  meeting  proved  very  lar^e,and  it  v.  as  supposed 
some  thousands  were  present,  many  of  whom  were 
j)ersons  of  note,  or  oiiicers  in  the  army.  **  There 
was  a  general  convincement;  for  tiie  Lord's  power 
and  truth  were  set  over  all,  and  there  was  no  op- 
position." This  Avas  in  tJie  beginning  of  the  year 
1034. 

Tliere  were  now  about  sixty  ministers  raised  up 
in  the  Northern  c  nnities,  as  fellow  labourers  with 
Georjie  Fox,  and  travelling  in  dilb  lent  parts  of 
ihe   nation.       For    these   he    felt    ninth    soiici- 
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tilde,  that  they  might  be  kept  humble  and 
M  atchful ;  and  he  wrote  an  epistle  to  them,  con- 
taining much  instruction  and  advice,  which,  in 
their  state  of  infancy  and  inexperience,  might  be 
very  profitable  to  them. 

After  he  left  the  country  abont  Synderhill 
Green,  he  travelled  in  various  parts  of  Yorkshire, 
as  far  as  the  extremity  of  Holderness,  visitin<'- 
TrieTids  who  had  been  gathered  by  his  ministrv, 
when  there  before;  and  lie  found  them  in  a  situa- 
tion which  proved  coi)\fortable  to  him.  ileafter- 
"wards  came  to  Captain  Bradford's,  whose  place 
of  residence  he  does  not  describe,  but  it  may  be 
supposed  to  be  not  far  from  \  ork,  as  many  Rant- 
ers came  from  that  city  to  dispute  with  him,  who, 
he  savs,  were  confounded.  A  Lady  Montague 
also  came  to  Captain  Bradford's,  and  was  con- 
vinced, and  lived  and  died  in  the  truth. 

In  the  course  of  his  travels,  he  came  again  to 
Thomas  Taylor's,  near  Halifax.  Some  rude  per- 
sons, who,  it  was  said,  had  bound  themselves  by 
au  oath,  to  kill  him,  came  to  a  meeting  there,  at 
whicli  about  two  hundred  j^ersons  were  present;  but, 
notwithstanding  the  w  icked  de.-i;;in  of  these  men,  and 
liicir  great  rudeiiess  during  the  meeting,  tiie\  were 
all,  at  length,  brought  into  quietness;  and  the  meet- 
ing proved   very  salisfactory.     "  The  Lord,"  5ays 
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George,  speaking  of  this  time,  "  hath  raised  a  fine 
people  in  these  parts,  whom  he  hath  drawn  to 
Christ,  and  gathered  in  liis  name." 

From  tl>€  neighbourhood  of  Halifax,  he  went  to 
IJalhy,  whence  several  Friends  accompanied  him 
into  Lincohisliire.  To  one  meeting  the  Sheriif 
of  Lincoln  came,  and  several  persons  with  him, 
Mho  for  a  time  caused  some  disturbance 5  but  tlie 
power  of  truth  came  so  over  them,  that  several 
of  t!ie  opposers  m ere  convinced,  among  whom  was 
the  Sheriff.  At  another  meeting  Sir  llichard. 
"SVray,  wiih  his  brotlicr  and  brother's  wife,  were 
also  con\ineed,  as  W(  re  many  others  in  these  parts. 
I'rojn  Lincolnshire,  he  v\ent  into  j)crbyshire, 
ac'.nnipanied  by  tiic  Sheriff  of  Lincoln.  Tiicy 
had  also  a  large  meeting  at  Skegby,  in  Not- 
tiiighanialiire,  where  it  appears  a  considerable 
convincement  took  place.  Afterwards  he  went 
into  the  Peak  of  ])erbyMhire,  where  he  met  \\  ith 
many  Ranters,  anil  had  much  disjutling  with  them  ; 
but  "  the  Loi  d"s  power,"  he  savs,  "  went  over  liiem  ; 
the  word  of  life  was  fiiliy  and  richly  pre;.*  licd,  and 
niuny  were  convinced. "  'Ihis  meetnig  was  at  liic 
house  of  Thomas  llammersley,  wlio,  being  sum- 
moned on  a  Jury,  \\as  admitted  to  serve  without 
an  oath.  He  was  made  T'orenum,  ajul  when  he 
brought  in  the  verdict,  the  .hidge  said,  '^  1  have 
been  a  Judge  many  yeais,  but  never  heard  a 
•;  'Z 
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more    upright    verdict    than    that  Quaker    has 

brought  in."     Other  circumstances  of  this  kind 

occurred,  which  it  is  not  tliought  necessary  to 
notice. 

Travelling  through  Derbyshire,  he  visited 
Friends,  till  he  came  to  Swaniiigton,  in  Leicester- 
shire, where  was  a  general  meeting,  which  several 
Friends  in  the  ministry  attended,  as  John  Audland, 
Francis  Howgill,  Edward  Pyott,  and  Edward 
Burrough.  Several  persons  were  convinced  in 
these  parts  5  but  some  Ranters  made  a  disturb- 
ance ;  yet  they  were  brought  into  quietness,  the 
I^ord's  power  coming  over  them.  Here,  and  at 
Twycross,  many  were  convinced,  amongst  whom 
w  ere  several  of  the  Ranters. 

After  an  absence  of  three  years,  George  Fox 
returned  to  the  place  of  his  nativity,  to  visit  his 
relations.  Here  his  old  acquaintance,  Nathaniel 
Stephens,  the  priest,  soon  se)jt  for  him.  George 
'  was  not  aware  of  the  cause,  but  afterwards  found 
that  he  had  given  notice  to  the  country  of  a  meet- 
ing, and  obtained  another  priest  to  join  hiiu  in  a 
public  dispute.  At  the  conclusion  of  it,  George 
informed  the  people,  that  he  intended  to  be  there 
again  that  day  week.  In  the  interval,  he  went  into 
the  neighbouring  parts,  and  hatl  several  meetings. 
Ihe  priest,  it  seems,  took  the  infornuition  for  a 
challenge   to  unotlier  dispute,   which  was  not  in- 
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tended,  and  he  collected  seven  other  priests  to 
assist  him,  giving  public  notice  of  the  meeting,  by 
>vhich  many  hundreds  were  collected.  T\\e  priests 
Mould  not  keep  to  any  point ;  and  the  dispute  seems 
not  to  have  been  productive  of  much  benefit. 
At  a  meeting  in  the  same  place,  a  week  after  this, 
it  does  not  appear  that  much  impression  was  made 
on  tlie  people  of  his  native  town,  tiiough  a  few 
were  convinced  at  this  last  meeting. 

After  he  left  Drayton,  he  came  to  Leicester  and^ 
AVhetston.  At  die  latter  place,  he  was  arrested  by 
some  soldiers  of  Colonel  Hacker's  regiment.  In 
tlie  eviMiiug,  he  was  brought  before  the  Colonel 
aiul  his  ofVicers,  and  underwent  many  intcrrofra- 
tories.  (jeorgc,  being  it-quiiod  to  stay  at  home, 
and  not  go  abroad  to  meetings,  could  not  agree  to 
the  Colonel's  order,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
Colonel  concludvd  to  send  him  to  the  Protector 
lu  London,  against  whose  life  it  appears  some  plots 
were  sujjpo'td  at  this  time  to  be  laid.  Geoioo 
asserted  his  innocence,  and,  noUiing  connected 
wilh  any  plot  being  lalil  to  his  charge,  remon- 
strated strongly  against  the  Colonel's  conduct,  but 
in  \ain.  The  lust  remonstrance  was  whil.st  tliu 
Colonel  was  in  bed,  wtien  Geoi«r-,  not  sncctxdin"- 
kneeled  by  the  be<l  side,  and  "  besought  the  Lord 
to  fuigive  him,"  telling  him  also  <<uhen  tiic  day  of 
his  misery  and  trial  shouKI  come  upon  him,  to  re- 
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member  what  he  had  said  to  him."  The  Colonel 
was  afterwards  imprisoned  in  LomJon,  and  exe- 
cuted as  a  regicide  ;  and  being  reminded  of  his 
former  conduct  to  George  Fox,  he  acknowledged 
that  he  had  trouble  upon  him  for  it. 

Captain  Drury  was  charged  with-  the  care  of 
George,  and  took  him  to  London.  On  the  way,  he 
frequently  preached  to  the  people,  at  the  inns  and 
places  where  he  went;  and  he  visited  Wm.  Dews- 
bury  and  Marmaduke  Storr,  who  were  in  prison 
at  Northampton.  AVhen  he  and  his  guard  came 
to  London,  George  was  taken  to  an  inn,  the  Mer- 
maid, near  Charing-Cross  ;  and  Captain  Drury 
went  to  inform  the  Protector  of  their  arrival,  and 
to  give  an  account  of  his  prisoner.  The  Protector 
appears  to  have  been  very  moderate,  and  only  re- 
quired that  George  Fox  should  engage  not  to  take 
up  a  sword  or  weapon  against  him,  or  the  Govern- 
ment, as  it  was  then  constituted.  George  felt  no 
difficulty  in  complying  with  this  requisition,  and  the 
next  morning  wrote  to  the  Protector,  in  which  he 
avowed  his  principle  against  the  use  of  any  out- 
ward weapons,  to  the  injury  of  him  or  any  other 
man.  This  satisfied  the  Protector,  who  afterwards 
sent  for  him  to  VVintehall,  and  they  had  much 
friendly  conversation  together,  George  admonish- 
ing the  Protector  with  his  usual  freedom.  After 
they  parted,  he  was  invited  by  the  Protector's 
order,  to  dine  with  his  gendemen,  but  he  refused! 
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the  invitation ;  which,  with  other  circumstances, 
induced  tlie  Protector  to  say,  "Now  I  see  there  is 
a  people  risen,  that  I  cannot  win  either  with  gifts, 
honours,  offices,  or  places  ;  but  ail  other  sects  and 
people  I  can."  ,To  this  it  was  replied,  "that 
Friends  had  forsaken  their  own,  and  were  not 
likely  to  look  for  such  things  from  him." 

Whilst  George  Fox  was  prisoner  at  Charing- 
Cross,  many  persons  of  various  descriptions,  came 
to  see  him,  amongst  whom  he  had  some  service ; 
and  being  now  liberated,  he  went  into  the  city  of 
London,  where  he  held  many  meetings,  which 
were  very  largely  attended ;  and  the  truth  spread 
exceedingly.  He  also  went  again  to  Whitehall, 
and  preached  to  the  officers,  and  to  those  wiio 
were  called  Oliver's  gentlemen,  who,  it  seems, 
were  his  body  guard.  George  says  that  he  "  was 
moved  to  declare  the  day  of  the  Lord  amongst 
them,  and  that  the  Lord  was  come  to  teach  his 
people  himself."  Some  of  the  Protector's  house- 
hold, and  of  his  own  family,  were  convinced. 
Whilst  George  was  in  London  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood, he  wrote  several  addresses  to  people  in 
different  situations,  one  of  which  was  to  the  Pro- 
tector, "  to  warn  him  of  the  mighty  work  the  Lord 
hath  to  do  in  the  nations  ;  and  to  beware  of  his 
own  wit,  craft,  subtlety,  and  policy,  and  not  to 
seek  any  by-ends  to  himself.'* 
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Leaving  London,  he  went  to  John  Crook's,  in 
Bedfordshire,  where  he  had  a  large  meeting,  at 
which  the  people  were  generally  convinced.  Joha 
Crook  was  aj  ustice  of  Peace,  and  whilst  George  Fox 
was  at  his  house,  several  country  gentlemen  came 
to  dine  witli  the  Justice;  and  George  being  one  of 
the  company,  embraced  the  opportunity  of  declaring 
the  truth  to  them.  He  held  several  meetings  in 
Bedfordshii e,  where  some  other  Friends  were  also 
engaged  in  Gospel  labour.  A  great  convince- 
ment  took  place,  at  which  the  Magistrates  and 
otliers  were  much  alarmed,  **  because  so  many 
were  turned  from  the  hneling  priests  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ's  tree  teachnig." 

From  Bedfordshire,  he  returned  to  London, 
wheie  he  found  his  Friends  established  in  the 
truth,  and  a  considerable  accession  to  their  num- 
bers. He  passed  soon  into  Kent,  and  came  by 
Bochester  to  Cranbrook,  where  he  had  a  iaige 
meeting.  iSeveral  soldiers  were  prebeut,  some  of 
whom  belia\ed  rudely  alter  the  Uieetiug  ;  but 
mauv  were  turned  to  the  J^ord  iLal  da\,  aiuong 
vviiom  was  i  homas  llowsigcje,  an  liuicpt  udeut 
prea(  iier.  Capt.  Dunk  w  as  also  convinced  ui  Kent, 
and  wtui  with  George  Fox  to  l^ye,  where  lhe\  had 
a  meeting,  to  which  tlie  Mayor,  and  several  others 
of  note,  came.  '1  lie  meeting  was  quiet,  and  the 
people's  minds  w ell  ai^tcteU  w  itlf  what  they  heard. 
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From  Rye,  he  went  to  Rumney,  where  he  met 
with  Samuel  Pisher,  who  had  already  been  coii- 
viiM:ed,  John  Stubbs  and  William  Caton  having 
before  visited  these  parts.  Previous  notice  having 
been  given,  the  meeting  at  Rumney  was  very  large; 
and  a  great  convincement  took  place.  At  and 
near  Dover,  many  also  w  ere  convinced,  amongst 
whom  were  a  Governor  and  his  wife,  who  had 
been  Baptists,  of  whom  it  appears  there  were 
great  numbers  in  these  parts.  At  Dover,  he  found 
Luke  Howard  already  convinced.  At  Canterbury, 
he  met  with  a  few  honest-hearted  people,  who 
were  turned  to  the  Lord.  PVom  this  place,  he 
came  again  to  Cranbrook,  where  he  had  another 
great  meeting. 

From  Kent,  he  came  into  Sussex,  and  had  meet- 
ings at  and  near  florsiiam  and  Steyning,  and  many 
iu  llase  parts  were  convinced.  "  The  hearts  of 
the  people  were  opened,  and  they  Mere  turned  to 
Christ  Jesus  their  shepherd,  who  had  jnirchased 
them  without  money,  and  would  feed  them  with- 
out j)rice." 

Leaving  Sussex,  he  came  to  Reading,  in  Berks, 
and  on  First  Day  had  a  nieelinu  in  an  orchard,  to 
which  a  "ircat  part  of  the  inhabitunls  of  the  town 
canic,  and  were  well  sutisjied,  many  of  them  being 
convinced.  Mere  two  of  Judge  Fell's  (lau<;hl(;rs 
(probably  from  Loudon)   cauie  to  see  huii  ;  also 
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George  Bishop,  of  Bristol,  avIio  was  a  Captain  in 
the  army,  and  at  this  time  wore  his  sword,  but 
afterwards  he  became  an  honourable  member  of 
the  new  society. 

George  Fox  now  came  again  to  I>,ondon,  where 
he  had  some  large  meetings.  Leaving  the  city,  lie 
travelled  into  Essex,  and  at  Coggeshall  had  a 
meeting,  at  which  it  was  supposed  about  two  thou- 
sand people  were  present.  "  The  word  of  life 
was  freely  declared,  and  the  people  were  turned 
to  the  Lord  Jesus  Chiist,  their  teacher  and  sa- 
viour." After  this,  he  had  some  meetings  near 
Colchester,  and  when  in  that  place,  visited  James 
Parnel,  who  was  in  prison  there.  Of  the  people 
in  these  parts  George  sneaks  in  this  manner,  "A 
great  fiock  of  sheep  hath  the  Lord  in  that  country, 
^Vho  feed  in  his  pastures  of  life." 

He  next  came  to  Ipswich,  where  he  had  a  small 
meeting  and  rude  treatment.  At  Mendlesham  he 
had  a  large  meeting,  which  he  ?ay!>  "  was  quiet, 
and  the  Lord's  power  was  preciously  felt.'  Pass- 
ing into  Norfolk,  he  came  to  Captain  Lawrence's, 
where  he  had  a  large  and  quiet  meeting  ;  about 
one  thousand  persons  being  suj>posed  to  be  pre- 
sent, of  whom  many  were  convince.].  He  after- 
Maids  came  to  Norwich  ant!  ^  armoulh,  haxing 
some  service  in  these  ])hues.  From  \arnioulh  he 
went  to  several  other  places  in  the  countv,   Ire- 
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quently  preaching  to  the  people  on  horseback. 
At  one  place  he  and  his  companion  ordered 
their  horses  to  be  ready  at  three  in  the 
morning,  intending  for  Lynn,  about  thirty-three 
miles  distant;  b;it  in  the  night  they  were  inquired 
after,  and  arrested  by  some  constables  with  a  hue 
and  cry,  on  account  of  a  house  which,  it  was  said, 
had  been  broken  into.  The  next  morning  they 
took  George  and  his  companion,  Uichard  Ilub- 
bertijorn,  before  a  Justice,  who  manifested  an  un- 
k"ind  disposition  towards  them ;  but  they  being 
able  to  prove  an  alibi,  he  was  obliged  to  set  them 
at  liberty.  It  appears  that  the  whole  was  a  pre- 
tence of  some  envious  persons,  who  wished  to 
bring  George  into  conlinement  and  suftering.  A 
great  meeting  was  afterwards  gathered  in  that 
town,  from  which  the  hue  and  cry  came. 

lU'ing  set  at  liberty,  they  came  to  Lvnn  in  the 
afternooji  of  that  day,  ami  in  the  evening  obtained 
a  m«;eting  willi  the  inhabitants  and  some  soldiers 
who  were  in  garrison  tliei-c.  "  Many  (to  use  his 
own  Mords)  were  convinced,  and  a  fine  meeting 
tlxMc  is  of  ilicni  that  are  come  ofl'  from  the  liiie- 
liii<rs'  teaching,  and  sit  under  the  teaching  of  the 
J^ord  Jesus  Christ."  Leaving  Iauu  early  next 
morning,  they  came  to  Sutton,  near  the  Isle  of 
Liy,  where  they  nut  with  some  other  Friends,  and 
liad  a  large  meeting,  to  which  many  people  came, 
some    from    u   considerable   distance ;    ulso    four 
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Priests,  one  of  whom  was  convinced,  and  some 
hundreds  of  the  people,  the  Word  of  Life  being 
freely  declared  and  gladly  received.  That  even- 
ing they  passed  to  Cambridge,  and  met  with  great 
rudeness  from  the  scholars,  both  in  the  streets  and 
at  the  inn.  Such  was  the  violence  exercised  by 
these  candidates  for  the  ministry,  and  other  pro- 
fessions, that  when  George  and  his  companions 
were  inquired  at  the  inn  what  they  would  have  for 
supper,  he  replied,  "  Supper!  were  it  not  that  the 
Lord's  power  is  over  them,  these  rude  scholars 
look  as  if  they  would  pluck  us  in  pieces,  and  make 
a  supper  of  us."  The  Mayor  of  the  town  was,  how- 
ever, very  differently  disposed  from  the  Students, 
and  fetched  George  Fox  to  his  own  house.  Here 
they  had  a  good  meeting  with  some  well-disposed 
people,  that  day  or  evening  ;  and  early  next  morn- 
ing left  the  place,  to  the  disappointment  of  some 
who  had  entertained  evil  designs  respecting  them, 
and  supposed  they  would  continue  longer  there. 

From  Cambridge  they  came  to  Bishop-Stortford 
and  Hertford,  at  both  which  places  some  con- 
vincement  took  place.  Returning  to  London, 
they  were  gladly  received  by  their  friends.  Here 
George,  accompanied  by  Richard  Hubberthoni, 
continued  some  time  visiting  Friends,  and  replying 
to  gainsayers,  sometimes  by  public  disputation, 
and  at  others,  by  writing.  Whilst  in  London,  he 
also  wrote  an  affectionate  Epistle  to  liis  rrienib-, 
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to  encourage  them  under  the  sufferings  and  exer- 
tises  which  then  fell  to  their  lot ;  persecution  bC" 
ing  very  prevalent  in  many  parts  of  the  nation. 

Feeling  his  mind  at  liberty  to  leave  London,  he 
travelled  into  Bedfordshire  and  Nortiiamptonshire, 
At  Wellingborough  he  had  a  "large  meeting,  and 
many  in  those  parts  were  turned  to  the  Lord. 
Such  was  the  influence  of  the  ministry  of  George 
Fox  and  his  friends,  that  the  Presbyterians  and 
Independents  hereaway,  falsely  reported  that  they 
carried  bottles  with  them,  out  of  which  they  gavQ 
the  people,  drink,  and  thus  induced  them  to  be- 
come their  followers.  These  high  professors  be- 
came also  great  persecutors  of  Friends  on  account 
of  their  not  paying  tithes ;  though  tithes  were 
among  the  evjs  of  which  they  had  complained  in 
the  former  Goveniment. 

From  Wellingborough  George  Fox  went  again 
into  Leicestershire.  Colonel  liacker  had  threa- 
tened, that  if  ho  came  there  he  would  im- 
jM-ison  him  again,  though  the  Protector  had  given 
hiiu  his  liberty  ;  but  when  he  came  to  Wiietston, 
>\herc  he  had  been  before  taLen  prisoner,  he 
met  \Ml\\  no  interruption.  On  the  contrary, 
the  Colonel's  wife  and  his  jMurslial,  came  to 
a  nueliiig  tlieie,  and  were  both  con\inced,  as 
Mere  also  two  Justices  of  the  Peace  froni  \\  ales, 
Peter  Price  and  Waiter  Jenkins,  who  afterwards 
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became  Ministers  of  Christ.  At  Wm.  Smith's,  at 
Sileby,  George  had  another  meeting,  which  wag 
largely  attended,  many  Baptists  coming  to  it,  and 
one    of  their  teachers  being  convinced. 

He  now  came  again  to  Drayton,  his  native 
town.  The  Priests,  who  had  before  been  very 
violent  against  him,  were  quiet ;  many  of  them 
being  engaged  in  endeavouring  to  obtain  a  bene- 
fice at  Nuneaton,  which  was  then  vacant  by  the 
death  of  the  incumbent.  He  had  next  a  meeting 
at  Badgley;  great  numbers  came  to  it,  some  from 
a  considerable  distance,  and  many  were  convinced. 
ITiis  was  also  the  case  in  Nottinghamshire  and 
Derbyshire,  in  which  counties  he  had  large  meet- 
ings, and  where,  he  observes,  "  many  were  turned 
from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of 
Satan  to  God." 

He  next  came  Into  Warwickshire,  and  had  a 
meeting  at  Birmingham,  where  many  persons 
were  convinced.  Afterwards  he  came  to  Evesham, 
in  Worcestershire,  where  the  Magistrates  had  cast 
several  Friends  into  prison ;  and  hearing  of  George 
Fox's  coming,  had  made  a  pair  of  high  stocks. 
He  w  cnt,  how-ever,  to  Evesham  with  his  usual  cou- 
rage, and  in  the  evening  had  a  large,  precious  meeting 
VidiFntnds  and  others,  who  were  refreshed  together 
wiJi  the  Word  of  Life.  In  the  morning  he  went 
on  horreback  to  the  prisons,  and  visited  his  friends 
there.     After  which^  as  he  was  leaving  the  town, 
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lie  observed  the  Magistrates  coming  to  arrest  him, 
but  they  were  too  late.  Tlie  spirit  of  persecution 
vas  now  very  violent  in  these  parts. 

Coming  to  Worcester,  he  had  a  satisfactory 
meeting  there.  At  Tewkesbury,  the  Priest,  with  a 
rude  rabble,  attended  the  meeting,  and  caused  some 
disturbance.  Travelling  to  Warwick,  he  had  a  good 
meeting  at  the  house  of  a  widow,  at  which  many 
were  convinced  ;  but  the  Bailiff  manifested  a  per- 
secuting spirit,  which  induced  George  Fox  to  go 
to  his  house,  and  remonstrate  with  him.  The  peo- 
ple were  rude,  but  George  and  his  companions, 
(for  several  Friends  were  now  with  him,)  did  not 
suffer  any  material  injury.  After  leaving  War- 
wick, he  was  engaged  to  return  to  it,  and  declare 
the  WoTf]  of  Life  to  them ;  and  being  struck  at,  he 
showed  them  their  unworthiness  of  the  ni-me  of 
Christians.  Some,  however,  both  here  and  at 
'J'e,\kcsbury,  were  turned  to  the  Lord. 

T'eing  now  clear  of  Warwick,  he  went  to  Co- 
ventry, where  he  found  the  j)eoj)le  iu  a  dark  state. 
Going  to  a  person's  house,  where  he  had  been 
when  there  before,  he  fourd  him  drunk.  This  so 
alfert(^'d  George's  mind,  that  he  did  not  go  into 
any  house  in  the  town,  but  rode  ihrou'^h  some  of 
the  streets  and  the  market-place,  ani!,  =ays  he,  "  I 
felt  the  j)0wer  of  the  Lord  over  the  town."  lie- 
11  '1 
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next  came  to  Dun-Cow,*  where  he  had  a  meeting, 
and  many  were  turned  to  the  Lord  by  his  Spirit. 
Here  he  met  with  John  Camm,  whom  he  styles 
"  a  faithful  Minister  of  the  everlasting  Gospel." 
At  this  place  they  were  treated  with  much  rude- 
ness in  the  evening,  some  of  the  people  riding  on 
horseback  into  the  room  in  which  the  Friends  sat, 
but  they  were  not  much  injured.  "  The  Lord," 
he  says,  "gave  us  dominion  over  them." 

.  Passing  through  Leicestershire,  he  came  to 
Badgley  in  Warwickshire,  whereWm.  Edmundson 
met  him,  by  whom  he  wrote  an  Epistle  to  Friends 
in  the  North  of  Ireland,  which  not  being  long,  it 
may  be  proper  to  insert,  as  a  specimen  of  his 
short,  pithy,  mode  of  expression.  ^\  hen  read 
among  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  we  are 
told  that  it  had  very  reaching  effect  upon  them. 

''  Friends, 

"  In  that  ^\hich  convinced  you  wait,  that 
.you  may  have  that  removed  you  arc  convinced  of. 
And  all  my  dear  Friends  dwell  hi  tlie  life,  love, 
power,  and  wisdom  of  God,  in  unity  one  with  ano- 
ther, and  with  God;  and  the  peace  and  wisdom  of 
Gjod  fill  all  your  hearts,  that  nothing  may  rule  in 
you,  but  the  life  which  stands  in  the  Lord  God. 

G.  F.' 

^  TLis  is  supposed  to  be  the  sign  of  tlie  Duu-Cow, 


CHAP.  VII. 

1655  to  \(d 06. —'Travels  through  the  Counties  of  Koii/tfi 
ampton,  Bedford,  and  Herts,  to  London.  Leaies  Lon*- 
don  for  Surrey,  Sitsscx,  Hants,  Dorset,  Devon,  and 
Cornxcall.  Is  imprisoned  at  Launceston  about  sii 
months,  uhere  he  is  very  cruelly  treated. 

A  l^ER  writing  the  Epistle  to  Ireland,  George 
Fox  travelled  by  Swanington  and  IJighani,  into 
Northaniptonsliire,  Ijedfordshire,  and  Hertford- 
shire. At  Baldock  he  met  with  sonic  Baptists, 
and  visited  a  sick  woman  of  tliat  profession,  who 
wilh  her  husband  was  convinced,  and  meetings 
Nvere  held  in  their  house.  At  the  inn,  two  meu 
>vere  fighting  very  furiously,  and  no  one  durst  at- 
tempt to  part  them  ;  but  George,  with  iiis  wonted 
intrepidity,  stepped  beiween  them,  and  holding 
one  of  them  by  one  hand,  and  the  other  by  his 
other  hand,  he  admoai?>hed  and  reconciled  thciii, 
and  they  beiiaved  so  well  to  him,  that  the  peoplo 
were  in  admiration. 

He  and  his  companions  now  passed  by  ^Nfarkct- 
Street  and  Albans,  to  London,  where  their  Eriend^^ 
Were  comforted  by  their  accounts  of  the  prosperity 
of  truth,  and  their  delivi r;uKe  from  many  dangers. 
At  London  lie  staged  some  time,  visiting  the  meet* 
ings  of  his  Triciidt.     \Mien  he  left  the  city,  Janles 
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Naylor  was  there,  concerning  uhom,  at  parting, 
George  felt  some  fear,  which  he  afterwards  found 
not  to  be  groundless.  He  now  travelled,  having 
Edward  Pyott  for  a  Companion,  into  Surrey  and 

^Sussex.  Not  far  from  Ryegate,  he  visited  Thomas 
Moore,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  who  was  con- 
vinced,   and    became    a   serviceable  man   in   the 

"society.  Passing  through  Godalmin,  Horsham, 
and  jf\rundel,  he  came  to  Chichester.  Here  some 
people  attended  the  meeting,  Avho  were  disposed 
to  dispute  and  make  a  disturbance.  The  woman 
of  the  house  where  the  meeting  was  held,  was 
convinced ;  but  having  an  offer  of  marriage  from 
one  not  a  Friend,  George  Fox  endeavoured  to 
dissuade  her  from  it,  but  in  vain.  After  her 
marriage,  she  found  her  husband  greatly  in  debt, 
and  became  deranged  in  mind  ;  fiom  whicli 
liowever  she  recovered,  and  her  luisbaud  dying, 
she  became  sensible  of  her  fault  m  s!ight;ng  the 
advice  which  George  Fox  had  given  her. 

T^eaving  Chichester,  tbry  went  to  Portsmouth, 
where,  af  er  an  exani.n:^.t.on  Ijy  ti.e  ( iovern  >r,  lie 
was  set  at  liberty,  andcinne  to  Lin^wood.  liere, 
and  at  Pool  and  Southampton,  several  were  con- 
vinced and  turned  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Clnist,  tlieir 
tei'^her  au.l  Saviour.  Am-jno;  tliis  nuinbcr,  at 
Po^l.  was  Wiliin'M  II  li!*  ■  preacher  anioirjf  i lie 
Baptists^  who  atterwaius  utcuaie  uu  tuiineut  mi- 
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iiister  among  Friquds.  At  Dorchester,  George 
had  a  meeting  and  dispute  with  some  Baptists ; 
Mhich  terminated  in  the  convincement  of  many 
who  were  present.  Coming  to  Weymouth,  they 
had  a  meeting  with  about  eighty  sober  people, 
most  of  whom  \Yere  convuiced,  receiving  the  truth 
in  the  love  of  it,  Mith  gladness  of  heart.  VV  heu 
George  and  his  companion  left  Weymouth^  a  Cap- 
tain of  horse  accompanied  tliem  about  seven 
miles.  George  says,  "  This .  Captain  was  the 
fattest,  merriest,  cheerfullest  man,  and  most  given 
to  laughter,"  that  he  ever  met  with.  This  pro- 
duced several  reproofs  from  Inm,  the  last  ot  wluch 
appears  to  have  reached  the  Captain's  heart ;  and 
he  told  George,  the  next  time  they  met,  thai  when 
he  spoke  to  him  at  parting,  the  power  of  tlje  l^ord 
so  struck  him,  that  before  he  got  home,  he  was 
serious  enou^h  ;  ami  had  Icit  oif  his  iaughing. 
i]e  was  afterwarcLs  conunced,  aud  beiame  a  se- 
rious g(;od  njan,  and  dad  in  the  truth. 


Parting  whh  the  Captam,  George  Fox  and  his 
comp  inuju  came  to  Houilon,  in  Di'voiishire,  and 
alur  having  some  dispute  with  a  innn!  or  of  par- 
ticular IJaptists,  they  j)roceeded  to  "^ropsjiam, 
where  tiiey  nut  willi  nuich  rudeness  amon^  the 
people  ;  ^  et  some  were  convinced,  aud  a  Meeting 
was  afterward  set; led  in  this  town.  l"r-;n  Tnp-i 
sham,  they  proceeiled   Lo  Totness,  v>hnjii  he  calls 
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"  a  dark  town."  Whilst  here,  his  companion  was 
much  indisposed  ;  but  soon  recovering,  they  pro- 
ceeded to  Kingsbridge,  where  several  people  were 
convinced.  Coming  to  Plymouth,  they  had  a 
vei7  precious  meeting  at  Robert  Gary's.  Eliza- 
beth Trelawney,  the  daughter  of  a  Baronet,  at- 
tendedand  was  convinced,  with  several  others,  and 
a  Meeting  was  settled  there  in  the  Lord's  power. 

Leaving  Devonshire,  they  passed  into  Cornwall, 
and  came  to  an  inn  in  the  parish  of  Menhenniott, 
near  which  a  meeting  was  held  that  night,  at  the 
house  of  Robert  Hancock.  This  meeting  appears 
to  have  been  the  means  of  extending  the  principles 
of  Friends,  and  gathering  many  into  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  them.  Passing  through  Penryn  and 
Helston,  they  came  to  Market  Jew,  where  the 
Magistrates  sent  constables  for  them.  The  con- 
stables having  no  warrant,  they  refused  to  attend 
them,  but  after  some  other  messages,  Edward  Pyott 
went,  and  had  some  discourse  witii  the  Magis- 
trates, who  gave  diem  no  further  molestation.  At 
this  place  George  wrote  a  paper,  containing  some 
Christian  instruction  and  advice,  which  was  to  be 
spread  in  the  seven  parishes  at  the  Land's  End. 
One  of  diese  papers  was  given,  as  they  were  tra- 
velling betwixt  Market  Jew  and  Ives,  to  a  servant 
of  Peter  Ceely,  a  Justice  of  Peace  and  a  Major 
in  the  army.     The  servant  gave  the  paper  to  Itia 
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waster,  and  when  George  and  his  companions 
came  to  Ives,  they  were  taken  before  the  Major. 
George  liaving  w::lked  to  the  sea  shore,  was  not 
present  when  his  companions  were  taken ;  but 
when  he  knew  where  they  were,  he  followed  them 
of  his  own  accord.  After  some  conversation,  and 
.teinl^ring  the  oath  of  abjuration,  Ceely  connnitted 
them  to  a  party  of  soldiers,  to  take  them  either  to 
Pendcunis  Castle,  or  to  T^aunceston  Gtiol.  On 
the  way,  at  Rcdrudi,  they  had  some  religious  ser- 
vice, nUo  at  Smethick,  the  same  as  is  now  called 
Fahnouth.  Here  Captain  Keat,  who  commanded 
tlie  guard,  conducted  himself  so  rudely  and  impro- 
perly, by  permitting  a  relation  of  his  to  insult  and 
even  strike  George  Fox,  that  he  sent  for  the 
constables,  and  asked  the  Cajitain  for  his  m  arrant. 
On  his  sijowing  it,  (seorge  oi;servcd  that  he  had 
broken  his  order,  and  desired  one  of  the  constables 
p()  keep  the  warrant,  which  he  did,  and  refused  to 
return  it,  till  llicy  had  shown  it  to  the  OiVicers  at 
tlio  Castle,  who  expressed  great  disapprobation 
of  Captain  K(  at":?  conduct.  The  Captain  and  his 
gu  nil  WL-re  now  so  humbled,  tlial  they  promised  to 
be  mort;  civil,  if  the  prisoners  would  go  with  thein, 
and  l!i(;y  might  have  their  order  again,  with  which 
the  constables  at  length  complied. 

Captain  FoXjCiovcrnor  of  Pendennis  Castle,  not 
bei\it;  llicre,  the  prisoners  were  taken  by  IJodmin 
to    Launceston  ;   but  on   the   road,    Keat   and  his 
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party  of  soldiers  manifested  much  malice  towards 
them,  at  least  to  George  Fox,  Avhose  life  the  Cap- 
tain seemed  desirous  of  Tjeing  taken  ;  but  his  evil 
designs  were  frustrated.  When  they  ranie  to 
Launceston,  the  Captain  delivered  his  prisoners  to 
the  gaoler.  They  had  no  Friends  here  to  assist 
them,  and  the  gaoler  Mas  very  exorbitant  in  his 
demands  for  their  support,  and  that  of  their  horses; 
but  after  some  time,  they  were  visited  by  a  few  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  the  neij^hbourins 
country,  several  of  whom  were  convinced  5  which 
caused  great  anger  among  the  priests  and  many 
other  high  professors.  Thus  we  see  how  persecution 
often  defeats  its  own  object,  and  by  an  over-ruling 
Providence,  is  made  the  means  of  spreading  those 
principles,  which  it  is  intended  to  suppress  :  In- 
deed, one  of  the  Protector's  Chaplains,  wlien  he 
heard  of  George  Fox's  confinement  at  Launces- 
ton, told  Oliver,  that  they  could  not  do  George 
Fox  a  greater  service,  for  the  spreading  of  liis 
principles  in  Cornwall,  than  to  imprison  him  there. 

Now  commenced  a  long  imprisonment,  niarked 
with  much  injustice  and  cruelty,  but  borne  with 
that  firmness  and  patience,  which  are  the  peculi;ir 
cbt'racteristics  of  George  Fox.  Besides  Edward 
Pyu.L  ;^  Bristol,  William  Salt  was  at  this  time  in 
compai:v  "ith  George  ;  and  all  three  were  com- 
uiilted  to  prison.     About  nine  weeks  after  their 
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commitment,  the  Assizes  commenced,  and  Judge 
Glyn,  who  was  Chief  Justice,  came  the  circuit. 
When  the  prisoners  were  brought  into  court, 
George  saluted  it  with  "  Peace  be  amongst  you." 
The  Friends  keeping  their  hats  on,  consistently  with 
their  principles,  the  J  udge  ordered  them  to  take  them 
off,  with  which  they  not  complying,  the  Judge,  after 
some  debate,  remanded  them  to  prison,  between 
which  place  and  the  court,  they  were  repeatedly 
taken  backward  and  forward.  Gorge  Fox  having 
queried  wliere  any  Magistrate,  either  Jew  or  Hea- 
then, from  Moses  to  Daniel,  required  the  hat  to 
be  put  off  before  him,  the  Judge  not  being  ready 
with  a  reply  at  the  time,  afterwards  sent  for 
George  and  his  companions  from  prison,  and 
asked  tlicm,  "  Where  had  they  hats  from  Moses 
to  Daniel  ?  Come  answer  me,  I  have  you  fast  now." 
To  this  George  replied,  "  lliou  maycst  read  in 
the  third  of  Daniel,  that  the  three  children  were 
cast  into  the  fiery  furnace  w  ith  their  coats,  their 
hose,  and  their  hats  on."  The  Judge  finding  he 
could  not  prevail  with  argument,  had  recourse  to 
the  usu-al  cry,  "  Take  them  away.  Gaoler/' 

Whilst  George  was  in  court,  he  was  much  af- 
fected with  observing  the  frequent  use  of  oaths, 
which  induced  him  to  give  a  paper  against  swear- 
ing, that  he  had  with  him,  to  the  Jury.  This 
being  shown  to  the  Judge,  he  asked  George  ^^lie- 
tlier  that   seditious  paper  was  his,   who  desired  it 
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to  be  read,  that  he  might  know  whether  it  was  his 
Or  ijot,  and  that  those  who  heard  it  might  juc^ge 
■vvhether  it  contained  any  thing  seditious.  The 
Judge  showed  much  reluctance  to  the  paper  being 
read  ;  but  the  matter  was  so  pressed  upon  him, 
thait  .ic  at  length  permitted  it ;  and  George  Fox 
publickly  owned  it  to  be  his,  and  showed  its  con- 
sistency with  the  doctrine  of  Christ  and  the  Apostle 
James. 

Major  Ceely,  who  M'as  in  court,  manifested 
much  malice  on  this  occasion,  bringing  false  ac- 
cusations against  George  Fox,  which  he  could  not 
substantiate,  and  of  the  falsehood  of  which  the 
Judge  and  Court  seemed  sensible.  One  of  the 
accusations  was,  that  George  Fox  told  him  (Ceely) 
that  he  could  rais6  forty  thousand  men  at  an  hour's 
Avarning,  and  requesting  Ceely 's  assistance.  "^I  his 
George  disproved,  by  obtaining,  with  much  dif- 
ficulty, his  mittimus  to  be  read,  and  by  his  com- 
ments upon  it.  The  other  charge  of  Major  Ceely 
\vas,  that  George  Fox  had  struck  him  in  the  pre- 
sence of  Captain  Bradden.  "^I'he  Captain  was  in 
court,  and  George  Fox  called  uj>oii  him  to  give 
evidence  if  he  saw  any  such  thing,  but'  he  would 
not  come  forward  to  support  the  charge.  At 
night  he  came  to  see  George  and  his  companions, 
and  told  him  that  neither  the  Jud^c,  nf>r  any  of 
the  Court,  gave  credit  to  ^  raj  or  Ceely 's  charges. 
It  seems  George  Fox  had  reproved  the  ^lajor  for 
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his  liypocrlsy,  which  he  chose  to  represent  in  a 
dift'erent  manner,  as  if  he  had  struck  him  with 
his  hands. 

It  is  lamentable  to  observe  how  weakly  justice 
was  administered  at  this  time.  George  Fox  and 
his  companions  were  brought  to  no  regular  trial, 
but  being  remanded  to  prison,  they  were  detained 
there  till  the  following  Assizes.  Many  persons  o^ 
repute  came  to  visit  them  in  prison,  of  whora 
Humphrey  Lower,  who  had  been  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  was  convinced ;  and  the  prejudices  of  some 
others,  v  ho  had  been  of  an  opposing  spirit,  were 
much  removed. 

Being  now  likely  to  continue  long  in  confrne- 
nicnt,  the  prisoners  thought  proper  to  send  their 
horses  into  the  country,  and  also  to  withdraw  the 
allowance  of  7  s.  per  week  each  for  themselves. 
This  greatly  irritated  the  jailer,  who  appears  to 
have  been  a  very  wicked  man.  lie  put  the  pri- 
soners into  a  filthy  place,  called  lJ>oomsdale,  where 
they  were  most  inhumanly  treated  by  the  two 
jailers,  both  of  whom  had  been  burnt  in  the  hand 
and  shoulder  for  their  crimes.*  V\  hilst  in  this  dismal 

*  Ctnrcc  Fox's  description  of  tliis  |i]acp,  is  more  suituLIe 

lor  :i  note  tlnn  for  tlie  l.ody  ol'  tlie  work.    He  says  it  was  "  a 

iia-ty  stinkinj;  pi  ice,   "litre  thcv  ust;d  to  j)iit  imirdt'rers  aC- 

Jti'  rliey  were  wuiulviuuicd.    Tlic  pbcc  was  io  nyisome,  thav 
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place,  the  prisoners  m  ere  told  that  it  was  haunted  by 
evil  spirits,  which,  however,  excited  no  uneasiness 
in  their  minds;  on  the  contrary,  George  Fox  told 
those  Mho  had  endeavoured  to  alarm  them  with 
this  report,  that  "  if  all  the  spirits  and  devils  in 
hell  were,  there,  he  was  over  them  in  the  power  of 
God,  and  feared  no  such  thing."  This  is  similnr 
to  an  answer  of  Martin  Luther  to  some  of  his 
friends,  who  discouraged  him  from  going  to  a 
place  where  it  was  thought  his  enemies  would 
make  him  prisoner:  "  If  1  knew,"  says  he,  "  there 
were  as  many  devils  at  \\  oinis,  as  there  are  tiles 
on  the  houses,  I  would  go."  Indeed,  there 
appears  to  have  been  a  considerable  similarity  of 
character  between  these  two  lieformers. 

The  time  of  the  Quarter  Sessions  approaching, 
George  Tox  and  his  companions  laid  tluir  case 
before    the  Justices  at   Bodmin,  who   ga\e  such 

it  was  observed,  few  wlio  went  in  did  ever  rome  out  acrain 
in  iiealth.  There  was  no  house  of  utfice  in  it,  and  the  ex- 
crements of  the  prisoners  had  not  been  carried  out,  as  we 
were  told,  for  many  years,  so  th  it  it  was  ill  like  mire,  and 
in  some  places  to  tlie  top  of  the  shoes  in  water  and  urme  j 
and  the  jailer  would  not  let  us  cleanse  it,  or  have  any  straw 
to  lie  on."  In  addition,  the  jailer  poured  ihe  excrements 
of  the  felons,  who  lay  over  this  place,  upon  George  Fox 
and  his  companions,  because  they  burnt  some  straw  to  cor- 
rect the  olTensive  siiiell,  by  the  smoke  of  which  the  jailer 
AVas  annoyedi 
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orders,  as  considerably  improved  their  situation. 
The  prisoners  also  represented  their  case  to  the 
Protector,  in  consequence  of  m  hicli,  Captain  Keat 
and  his  kin.sm:in,  who  struck  George  at  Falmouth, 
were  censured,  and  die  Captain's  relation  w  as  told, 
that  George  might  take  the  advantage  of  the  law, 
and  recover  damages  of  him  ;  but  tiiis,  as  usual, 
was  declined.  A  considerable  check  was,  by  this 
jTieans,  put  to  the  persecuting  spirit  which  had  been 
manifested ;  and  Friends  were  not  molested  for 
preaching  in  markets,  or  places  of  worship. 
Great  darkness  as  to  religion,  prevailed  in  these 
parts  at  this  time  ;  but  through  the  su'leriugs  and 
labours  of  George  Fox  and  his  Friend;-,  "  the 
Lord's  light  and  truth  broke  forth,  and  many  were 
tinned  from  darkness  to  ligiit,  and  from  Satan's 
pow-er  to  God." 

During  his  confinement  here,  varlou;^  circum- 
stances occurred,  which  aflorded  occasion  for  the 
exercise  of  that  courage  and  j)reseMce  of  mind, 
which  were  remarkably  consj)lcuous  in  the  chr.- 
ractcr  of  George  F'ox.  At  onetime,  whilst  oi'3 
of  his  fellow-jjrisoners  was  admonishing  a  .h>I- 
dier,  George  observed  the  soklier  beginning  to 
draw  his  sword;  upon  which  he  stepped  up  to 
him,  and  rej)resented  what  a  sliauie  it  was  for  a 
aoKlicr  to  attenij)t  to  draw  his  sw  ord,  uj)Ou  a  naked 
man  and  a  prisoner,  telling  him  how  unlit  he  vra? 
i  2 
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to  wear  such  a  weapon,  and  that  some  men  would 
have  taken  his  sword  from  him,  and  broken  it  in 
pieces.  The  soldier,  meeting  with  this  seasonable 
reproof,  was  so  ashamed,  that  he  immediately 
withdrew,  without  doing  any  injury.  At  another 
time,  the  jailer  endeavoured  to  introduce  George 
to  a  man  A\ho  was  committed  to  the  prison  for 
being  a  conjuror.  The  jailer's  view,  it  seems, 
was  for  the  conjuror  to  do  an  injury  to  George 
Fox  ;  but  he,  aware  of  the  jailer's  evil  disposi- 
tion, detected  the  man  twice  \\ith  a  naked  knife  in 
his  hand,  no  doubt  with  a  bad  design.  George 
reproved  the  conjuror  so  severely,  that  he  was 
afterwards  afraid  to  come  near  him. 

Whilst  the  prisoners  were  confined  at  Launces- 
ton,  Edward  Pyott,  >vho  seems  to  have  ber-n  well 
acfuiainted  with  tlse  law,  rei>iesented  their  case  at 
length  to  the  Chief  Justice  Glyn,  in  which  he 
nianifeiitcd  not  only  the  injustice,  but  the  illegality 
of  their  conlinement,  ami  particularly  of  the 
Judge's  conduct,  when  they  were  brought  before 
hiin  at  the  Assizes.  This  does  not  however  apjicar 
to  have  procured  them  any  relief;  but  the  Lurd, 
who  knew  the  integrity  of  their  hearts,  and  the 
innocency  of  their  cause,  was  with  them,  ami  sup- 
ported them  ill"  their  sufferings,  which  were  iluis 
made  easy  to  them,  and  opportunities  -vveie  ;if- 
forded  to  publish  his  name  and  truth  among  the 
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people.  Several  of  the  townspeople  were  con- 
vinced, many  became  loving  to  them,  and  Friends 
and  others  from  distant  parts  came  to  visit  them. 
Among  these  was  the  wife  of  Judge  Uagget,  of 
Bristol,  who  was  convinced  with  several  of  her 
children.  Her  husband  also  became  very  kind 
and  serviceable  to  Friends,  which  disposition  be 
continued  till  his  death. 

Tlie  Mayor  of  Launceston  being  much  disposed 
to  take  up  and  imprison  FViends,  atid  fjequeutly  to 
examine  their  pockets,  See.  for  any  tiling  he  might 
iind  to  criminate  them,  (Jeorge  matle  use  of  diis  cir- 
cumstance to  convey  to  Uie  Mayor  an  account  of 
his  inhuman  and  unchristian  conduct.  Me  drew  up 
tlie  accoimt  in  writing,  and  gave  it  to  a  young  man, 
whom  he  directed  to  go  a  back  way  out  of  the 
town,  and  return  dirougii  the  gates,  where  it  seems 
the  M  lyor  had  phiced  watchmen,  to  examine 
those  who  were  suspected  to  be  Quakers.  The 
yomkg  man  was  canud  before  the  Mayor,  who 
searclie  I  his  pockets,  and  found  the  letter;  which, 
wlieu  h.  ha  1  read  it,  mule  liini  so  ashamed  of  his 
conduct,  that  he  seldom  afterwards  meddled  with 
Friends. 

Although  George  Fox  and  his  companions 
were  continued  in  prison  till  a  second  Assizes,  yet 
they  were  not  called  before  the  Judges  any  more  j 
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ihey  had,  however,  considerable  service  in  pro- 
moting the  cause  for  which   they  suffered,  during 
the  Assizes.    Among  others,  Thomas  Lower,  who 
■afterwards   married   a    daughter  of  Judge    Fell, 
visited  them,  offering  them  money,  which  they  re- 
fused.    George  Fox  was  concerned  to  speak  par- 
ticularly   to    him,    and   he   afterwards    said,   that 
George's  Mords  were  as  a  flash  of  lightning,  they 
Tan  so  through  him ;  with  more  to  the  same  purpose. 
He  was  not  only  himself  convinced,  but  returning 
home  among  his  relations,    and  informing    them 
"what  he  had  met  with,  his  aunt  and  her  sister  went 
to  visit  the  prisoners,  and  were  also  convmced  by 
them. 

AVhilst  George  Fox  ^vas  in  prison  at  T.aunces- 
ton,  a  Friend  went  to  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  offered 
himself,  body  for  body,  in  his  stead.  The  Pro- 
tector was  struck  with  this  disinterested  act  of 
friendship,  and  said  to  those  about  him,  *'  W  hich 
of  you  would  do  so  much  for  nie,  if  I  were  in  the 
same  condition?"  He  did  not,  however,  think 
that  he  could  legally  accept  the  Triend's  otier  ; 
l)ut  some  time  after,  he  sent  Major  Gencrul  l)es- 
borow  to  Corn-Aull,  v\iih  au  iiuention  or  pretence 
to  sti  lIiciU  al  liberty;  but  the  Major  rccjuning 
9uch  c  )uduiou?  as  they  could  not  comply  with;, 
they  lUd  not  al  this  lime  obtain  then'  lil)erty;  but 
General  Desboiow  leit  tlie  busiucss  iu  the  bauds  of 
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Colonel  Bennett,  who  at  length  released  them, 
on  the  iSth  of  7th  montii,  \65G,  having  been 
j)iisoners  above  six  months.  One  of  the  jailers 
%vho  had  treated  them  with  much  cruelty,  was  not 
only  turned  out  of  his  place  the  next  year,  but  also 
committed  to  the  same  filthy  jail,  where  he  was 
locked  in  irons,  beaten,  and  bid  to  remember  his 
f(jrmcr  wicked  conduct  to  the  Quakers ;  of  whom 
he  had  now  to  beg  relief.  He  died  ill  prison,  and 
his  family  came  to  great  distress. 


CHAP.  VIII. 

1656'— Being  released,  he  "cisrts  other  Places  in  Cornuall^-^ 
Passes  through  Lau/iceston  iiUo  Devon— -At  Exeter  Jin'U 
James  No  1/ lor  m  Pnson,  in  a  darkened  State  of  Mind— • 
Admonishes  him  and  his  Companions— Conies  to  llristol, 
and  /uis  tuo  large  Meetings — Travels  to  London,  and 
visits  Oliver  Croniutll — 'I'ravih  into  the  2\'orth  as  Jar 
as  lork-b/iire,  and  returns  to  London. 

J\FTBH  George  Fox  and  his  friends  %verd 
liberated  from  tins  imprisonment,  tliev  took  horses 
and  went  to  the  house  of  Humphrey  Lower,  and 
afterwards  to  Loveday  Hambley's.  At  both  these 
places  they  had  large  meetings,  at  which  many 
Avere  convinced  and  "  turned  to  the  Lord  Jesus  . 
Christ,  their  teacher."  After  this  a  general  meet- 
ing for  the  whole  county  was  held  at  'Diomas 
!Mounce's,  which,  being  too  large  for  any  of  the 
buildin^^s,  was  held  in  the  orchard.  Friends  from 
other  counties  attended  the  meeting,  flere,  an4 
in  several  other  parts  of  Cornwall,  there  were 
many  added  to  the  society;  and  all  opposition  and 
persecution  seemed  for  awhile  to  be  removed. 

In  passing  out  of  Cornwall  into  Devon,  George 
Fox  and  his  companions  went  through  Launces- 
ton,  where  tiiey  yisiied  a  few  of  their  friends  who 
had  been  raised  up  there  during  then-  conlinenient, 
Xiere  the  constable  followed  them  with  a  cheese 
^\hich  he  had  taken  from  Edward  Pyolt^  und  kept 
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all  that  time  without  using  it ;  but  the  cheese  not 
being  want<d  by  tlie  Friends,  they  declined  ac- 
cepting it.  At  Okington,  or  Oakhanipton,  they 
lodged  at  an  inn,  kept  by  the  Mayor  of  the  town, 
vho  had  formerly  taken  up  several  Friends,  but 
was  now  very  civil  to  them.  These  circumstances 
show  the  different  dispositions  %\  hich  now  seemed 
to  prevail,  even  among  their  persecutors;  and  how, 
by  lilt  ir  faithful  and  patient  suffering,  the  opposing 
6j>irit  was  not  only  restrained,  but  in  many  instances 
niollitied  and  changed. 

A  fresh  source  of  trial  now  awaited  George  Fox, 
from  the  improper  conduct  of  one  of  his  own  Friends. 
It  was  about  this  time  that  James  Na}!or  was  led 
into  many  extravagancies  of  imagination  and  self- 
e\a!lat!on.  George  Fox  met  with  him  at  Exeter, 
and  soon  saw  the  darkened  stale  of  his  mind,  and 
of  thijse  uhf)  accompanied  him  ;  he  therefore  re- 
jirovcd  and  adtnonished  them;  but  at  that  time  liis 
achiionilions  were  slii;htcd  ;  yet  afterwards,  wlii-u 
James  Xaylor  saw  into  l!ie  error  of  his  con(kitf, 
liis  r(  Sisting  the  ;i(!\ice  of  Geor;;e  Fox  became  llio 
cau.^e  of  great  uiiea^'iie.s.s  to  him.  ln;lftcl  lie  af- 
tcrwaiils  ckarly  saw  how  excee(Un^ly  he  h:id 
luisstd  his  way,  aiid  Ins  fceUng  acknow  K'dmiienls 
ot  it,  I  hire  his  disposition  and  character  in  an 
uniialjle  poml  of  \iow. 

It  does  not  app.ear  that  any  meeting  was  lichl  at 
Fxeler,  except  iu  the  prisuu,  wheie  Jaiuco  ^NaWor 
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uas  confined,  at  which  a  corporal  was  convinced, 
who,  to  use  George  Fox's  own  words,  "  remained 
a  very  good  Friend."  He  had  several  other  meet- 
ings hereaway,  as  at  CoUumpton,  Taunton,  Pud- 
dijnore,  and  at  John  Dander's.  There  was  a 
great  convincement  in  these  parts,  and  "  many," 
he  observes,  "  were  turned  by  the  power  and 
Spirit  of  God  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  died 
for  them  ;  and  they  came  to  sit  under  his  free 
teaching." 

George  Fox  now  came  to  the  house  of  his  fel- 
low-labourer and  fellow-prisoner,  Edward  Pyott^ 
near  Bristol.  The  report  of  his  coming  there 
soon  spread  through  the  city,  where,  the  next  day, 
iieing  the  first  of  the  week,  he  had  two  large 
meetings.  At  the  latter,  which  was  held  in  an 
orchard,  Paul  Gwin,  a  Baptist,  attempted  to  stir 
up  the  people  to  rudeness,  and  addressed  them  in 
this  manner  :  "  Ye  wise  men  of  Bristol,  I  strange 
at  you  that  you  will  stand  here,  and  hear  a  man 
speak  and  affirm  that  which  he  cannot  make  good.'' 
George  Fox  had  not  yet  spoken  at  all,  but  was 
standing  silent  with  his  hat  oif  on  a  stone,  on 
which  Friends  used  to  stand  when  they  spcAe. 
This  gave  George  an  opportunity  of  expo><ing  the 
man's  character;  after  wliich  he  preuclied  to  the 
people  for  several  hours;  and  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  meethig,  "  was  moved  to  pray  in  the  mighty 
power  of  God,  and  the  Lord's  power  came  over 
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all ;  a  blessed  day  it  was,  and  the  Lord  had  the 
praise." 

Leaving  Bristol,  he,  with  Edward  Pyott  and 
another  Friend,  travelled  towards  London,  having 
a  large  meeting  at  Slattenford,  (Slaughterford,  I 
suppose,)  and  another  at  the  house  of  Nathaniel 
Crips,  who  had  been  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
\^iltshire;  at  which  it  was  supposed  between  two 
and  three  thousand  people  were  present.  From 
this  meeting  he  says  "  the  people  went  away  ge- 
nerally satisfied,  and  were  glad  that  they  were 
turned  to  Christ  Jesus,  their  teacher  and  saviour." 
They  had  also  meetings  at  Marlborough,  New- 
bury, Reading,  and  Kingston-upon-Thames,  all  of 
which,  it  appears,  were  quiet  and  uninterrupted  ; 
and  several  persons  were  convinced.  When  at  Marl- 
borough, it  w  as  the  time  of  the  Sessions,  and  some 
of  the  Justices  were  preparing  to  issue  a  warrant 
to  apprehend  George  Fox  ;  but  a  Justice  Stooks 
jH evented  it,  telhiig  them  that  he  had  held  a 
meeting  at  his  house  the  day  before,  at  which  se- 
veral thousands  w«re  piest^nt.  This  wouhl,  no 
doubt,  be  accompanied  with  the  representation 
i)(  some  favourable  Circumstances  which  satislied 
the  other  .Justices. 

As  George  Fox  came  to  London,  he  met  Oliver 
Cromwell  riding  in  his  roach  in  llyde-Park,  and 
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being  desirous  of  speaking  to  him,  rode  to  the 
side  of  the  coach,  which  some  of  ihe  life  guards 
endeavouring  to  prevent,  the  Protector  desired 
them  to  permit  him.  lie  then  rode  by  the  side 
of  the  coach,  and  spoke  to  the  Protector  respect- 
ing his  spiritual  state;  George  also  represented 
the  sufferings  of  Friends  in  divers  parts  of  the 
nation ;  showing  the  inconsistency  of  persecution 
with  the  spirit  of  Christianity.  V\  lien  they  jiarted, 
the  Protector  desired  him  to  come  to  his  house ; 
and  when  he  returned  to  \^  hitehall,  informed 
one  of  his  wife's  attendants,  who  had  been  con- 
vinced, that  George  Fox  was  come  to  London, 
and  she  the  next  day  visited  hnn  at  his  lodgings. 

During  their  continuance  hi  Londfui,  George 
Fox  and  Edward  Pyott  went  to  W  hitehall,  to  lay 
before  the  ProtecUn-  the  sufferings  of  their  friends. 
They  found  Francis  Owen,  the  Vice-Chancellor  of 
Oxford,  with  him.  After  representing  their  friends' 
sufferings  to  the  Protector,  they  "  dnected  him  to 
the  Light  of  Christ,  which  had  enlightened  every 
man  that  conieth  into  the  world."  This  produced 
son)e  controversy,  in  which  the  Protector  con- 
ducted himself  widi  an  unbecoming  levity,  lliough, 
it  appears,  under  tlie  feeling  of  some  strong  con- 
victions. Alter  lie  had  left  the  room,  George  Fox 
and  liis  companions  withdrew  ;  and  as  they  wcrC 
going  away,  iLey  met  with  several  j)ersons  belong- 
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ing  to  the  court,  with  one  of  whom  they  entered 
into  some  controversy;  butGeorge  linding  that  he  was 
ai\  officer  in  Northamptonshire,  who  had  severely 
persecuted  Friends,  reproved  him  sharply  for  it, 
upon  which  the  officer  was  glad  to  slip  away, 
ashamed,  it  seems,  of  his  unchristian  conduct. 

After  visiting  Meetings  in  and  about  London, 
George  Fox  went  into  Buckinghamshire,  Edward 
Pyott  still  continuing  with  him.  '^Pliey  had  great 
meetings,  and  many  received  the  truth  in  that 
county.  After  this,  George  passed  through  North- 
amptonshire and  Nottinghamshire,  into  Lincoln^ 
shire,  where  he  had  several  meetings,  at  one  of 
which  the  Wrays,  who  are  mentioned  before,  were 
present.  After  this  meeting,  when  it  was  dark, 
"  a  company  of  wild  serving  men"  encompassed 
George,  with  a  design,  it  seems,  to  have  done 
him  mischief;  but  he,  with  his  usual  courage, 
spoke  to  them,  and  said,  "  What  are  ye  ?  High^ 
waymen :"  Tins  seemed  to  put  them  to  a  stand, 
and  soou  after,  some  Friends  and  others  coming 
up,  George  reproved  the  men  for  their  rude  be- 
Jiaviour,  ard  gave  them  some  serious  advice. 
"  Tiie  Lord's  power,  he  says,  came  over  them,  and 
stojipcd  their  mischievous  design.  Blessed  be  his 
nauic  lor  ever." 

I'roni    Liucolushire,    Geor^^e    Fox    came    into 
Iluului2dyu?lure.      At    ihuitliiirilon,   tlio   Mavi«: 
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was  very  civil,  and  his  wife  received  the   truth. 
Coming  into   Cambridgeshire,  he  was  joined  by 
Alexander  Parker,  Amos   Stoddart,  and   Robert 
Craven  ;    the  last  had  been  Sheriff  of  Lincoln. 
1'hey  had  many  meetings  in  the  county  of  Cam- 
bridge, by    which  the  principles   of  truth    were 
spread  among  tlie  people.     At  Crowland,  in  Lin- 
colnshire, they  met  with  a  rude  reception  from  the 
priest  and  people,  many  of  whoih  they  found  at 
an  inn,  almost  in  a  state  of  intoxication.     George 
reproved   them  for  their  immoral   conduct,  with 
which  the  priest  and  clerk  were  so  much  enraged, 
that  they  took   up  the  fire   shovel  and  poker,  and 
attempted   to   beat  the   Friends  w  ith    them ;    but 
were  not  permitted  to  do  them  any  material  injury. 
In    this   place  however  some   received  the  truth, 
which  was  also  the  case  at  Boston,  where  they  met 
■with   a   different  reception,  the   people  appearing 
to  be   much   satisfied   with   their  ministry.     Tliey 
had    many   large   meetings   in   those    parts,    after 
which  George  Fox  came  into  Yorkshire,  and   re- 
turned again   into  Lincolnshire,   going  afterwards 
into  Leicestershire,  Staffordshire,    Wor'-cstershire, 
and  Warwickshire.     At  Ed.:ehill,  he  ha<l  sent  no- 
tice of  a  meeting  about  tlnee   weeks  before  he 
came  there.     It  was,   as  may   be  supposed,  very 
numerously  attended,   and  consisted  of  many  l)0th 
of  his  friends   and  enemies.     Of  this  meeting  he 
says,  "The  Lord's  everlasting  truth  and  word   «.f 
life  reached  over  ail ;  rude  and  unruly  sj)irlts  m  ere 
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chained  down  ;  and  many  that  day  were  turned 
to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  came  to  sit  under  his 
blessed  free  leaching,  and  to  be  fed  with  his  eternal 
heavenly  food." 

From  Edgehill  he  came  to  Warwick  and  Rag- 
ley;  after  which  he  went  into  Gh)ucestershire, 
and  returned  by  various  places,  vs  Oxford,  Ciren- 
cester, and  Evesham,  to  London.  At  Oxford,  he 
met  witli  nuuli  rudeness  from  the  students  ;  but  it 
<Joes  not  appear  that  he  sustained  any  injury. 

He  had  now  travelled  over  llie  greatest  part  of 
England,  in  the  exercise  of  his  gift,  as  a  gospel 
minister;  and  great  was  the  success  which  attended 
his  labours.  He  also  took  great  pains  to  remove 
objections  which  had  been  raised  against  him  and 
his  friends,  aiid  against  the  doctiines  which  tlity 
preached.  In  reviewing  his  late  exercises  and  tra- 
vel-, he  expresses  himself  thus;  "  Jn  this  year,  lG5C, 
tlie  Lord's  IruUi  was  tinely  planted  over  the  nation, 
and  many  ihou'iantis  were  turnt  d  to  the  Loril,  so 
that  ih.ere  were  seitlom  lew  er  than  one  thousand  in 
prison  in  this  nation,  for  truth's  testimony. 


CHAP.  IX. 

1656 — 7-  —  At  London  writes  various  Epistles,  and  xisiii 
the  Meetings  nf  his  Friends. — Travels  into  Kent,  Siissesr, 
Surrey,  Hants,  c^c.  to  Bristol.-— Fisits  part  of  Wales, 
—-Leaves  it  for  aivhik,  but  soon  returns.— 'Goes  info 
Cheshire  and  Lancashire. — Jt  Swarthmore  stays  ahout 
txco  weeJis. — Travels  through  Westmoreland  and  Cum-' 
berland,  toii;ards  Scotland. 

Whilst  George  Fox  ^vas  in  London,  he 
employed  much  of  his  time  in  writing  Epistles, 
relating  to  the  state  of  the  Society  ^^hicll  he  had 
been  instrumental  in  gathering,  with  some  also  to 
its  opponents.  In  these  epistles,  he  manifested 
the  extensiveness  of  his  mind,  by  eiiibracing  the 
various  circmnstances  connected  with  the  preser- 
vation of  the  society  in  unity  and  peace,  and  in  the 
discharge  of  its  religious  duties.  lie  al.^o  effectualiy 
repelled  the  attacks  of  those  Vvho  were  opposing 
its  principles_,  which  he  laboured  much  to  explam 
and  defend. 

Having  discharged  various  services  in  and  about 
London,  he  travelled  into  Kent,  Sussex,  Surrey, 
and  Hants,  "  visiting  Frituds."  From  the  use  of 
this  expression  about  this  time,  it  seems  the  tiiicc- 
tion  of  ins  services  was  in  some  degree  altered^, 
which  was  uideed  a  necessary  consequence  of  the 
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success  of  his   former  labours.     He  had  not  now, 
as  formerly,  to  travel  wholl)'  among  strangers  to 
liim,  and,  in  a  great  measure,  to  his  doctrine ;  but 
he  began  thus  early  to  reap  the  fruit  of  his  faithful 
labours  and  patient  sufferings.     It  was  now  near 
the  close  of  the  year  1656,  a  very  short  time  since 
the   commencement  of  his   public  ministry ;  and 
we  have  already  seen  that  a  society  of  many  thou- 
sands had  been  formed.    He  had,  no  doubt,  many 
fellow  labourers,  who  greatly  promoted  tiie  same 
good  work.     Great  indeed  was  the  success  which 
altended  their  labours,  and  thus  it  has  frequently 
pleased     Divine     Providence    to    produce    great 
changes  in   the   religious  world,  to  the  re\ival  of 
gospel   trudi,   and   the  spreading  of  gospel  light, 
]n    contemplating    these    circumstances,    though 
hunian  means  are  used,  we  do  not  lind  that  human 
power  or  evertions  can,  at  their  pleasure,  effect  it, 
\\  e    may   tlierelore    sny  ;    "  This   is   the   Lord's 
doinii,  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes." 

In  travelling  thron'j;li  the  counties  above-men- 
tioned, (ieorge  I'ox  and  his  companions  met  witli 
some  nule  trealuicul  at  diiiereut  places,  particu- 
l:nlv  at  I''arnhani  and  liasingstoke.  Coming  to 
liridport,  in  Dorsttsliirc,  a  design  was  formed  to 
apprehend  him  ;  but  it  did  not  succeed.  Several 
vere  convinced  in  this  j)lace,  and  a  ^Meeting 
•settled.    At  Portsmouth,  Pool,  and  Iling^ood^he 

Iv    ■> 
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liad  large  and  favoured  meetings,  "  and  many  were 
turned  to  the  Lord."  After  having  a  meeting  at 
Weymouth,  they  came  through  Dorchester  to 
Lyme,  where  the  inn  was  so  much  occupied  with 
a  company  of  mountebanks,  that  it  was  with  diffi- 
culty they  could  obtain  accommodation.  At  this 
place,  some  of  the  people  were  effectually  reached, 
and  turned,  "by  the  light  and  spirit  of  Christ,  to  his 
free  teaching." 

After  travelling  in  those  parts,  they  came  to 
Exeter,  and  at  an  inn  called  the  Seven  Stars,  a 
general  meeting  was  held  of  Friends  out  of  Corn- 
wall and  Devon.  Of  this  meeting  George  Fox 
■writes  thus  :  "  A  blessed  heavenly  meeting  we  had, 
and  the  Lord's  everlasting  power  came  over  ail, 
in  which  I  saw  and  said,  that  the  Loid's  power 
had  surrounded  this  nation  as  with  a  wall  and  buL- 
%vark,  and  hxs  seed  reached  from  sea  to  sea." 

The  day  after  this  meeting,  some  soldiers  were 
sent  to  apprehend  George  Fox;  but  before  they 
liad  opportunity,  he  had  left  EAeter,  from  which 
place  he  came  to  Bristol,  and  thence  went  into 
Wales,  and  had  a  meeting  at  the  Sioiie.  Coming 
to  Cardiff,  he  and  hi:)  companions  received  much 
kindness  from  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  next 
day  they  had  a  meeting  at  the  Town- Hal  I,  to 
which  seventeen  of  the  Justice's  family  came. 
Though  some  who  attended  this  mectiu'^  endesh 
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voured  at  first  to  cause  disturbance,  yet  lie  ob- 
serves, respecting  it,  that  "  many  were  turned  t 
the  Lord." 

Fiom  Cardiff  they  came  to  Swansea,  where  a 
meeting  was  now  established.  In  various  other 
parts  of  South  Wales  they  had  meetings,  till  they 
came  to  Brecknock.  Here  they  met  with  much 
rude  treatment,  and  were  in  considerable  danger  ; 
but  were  preserved  from  suffering  any  material 
injury.  Thomas  Holmes  and  John  ap  John  were 
now  George  Fox's  companions ;  the  latter,  it 
.seems,  had  gone  into  the  streets  at  Brecknock,  to 
preach  to  the  people,  which  caused  a  great  dis- 
turbance and  much  rudeness.  George  Fox  wrote 
a  paper  to  the  inhabitants,  and  also  personally  re- 
proved thein,  as  he  left  the  town,  for  their  un- 
christian conduct.  Going  into  the  country,  they 
had  a  meetinji  in  a  public  burying  ground,  which 
was  very  largely  attended  ;  **  Many  were  con- 
vinced and  settled  in  the  truth  that  day.'"'  After 
the  nu  eting,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  said  to  George 
Fox,  "  You  have  this  day  given  great  satisfactiosi 
to  the  people,  and  answered  all  the  objections  that 
were  in  their  minds."  At  Pont-y-moyle  they  had 
another  large  meeting,  which  was  attended  by 
many  vt'rsons  of  consecjuence  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. Here  again  many  were  convinced,  and  "  ;.s 
lai  ..e  meeting  gathered  and  sellicd  in  the  name  of 
Jesus," 
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Leaving  Wales  for  a  time,  they  came  to  Shrews- 
bury, where  they  had  a  large  meeting,  and  another 
at  William  Candy's,  in  Cheshire.  At  the  last 
nieetmg  between  two  and  three  thousand  people 
vere  supposed  to  be  present.  *'  A  blessed  meet- 
ing it  was;  for  Friends  were  settled  by  the  power 
of  God,  upon  Jesus  Christ,  the  rock,  and  foun- 
dation." 

About  this  time  there  was  a  great  drought  in 
the  nation,  on  which  account  the  Protector  issued 
a  proclamation  for  a  general  fast.  George  Fox 
was  concerned  on  this  occasion  to  publish  a  paper 
on  the  subject  of  fasts;  he  also  addressed  one  to 
the  l*rotector,  in  which  he  told  him,  "  If  iie  had 
come  to  own  God's  truth,  he  should  have  had 
rain;  and  that  drought  was  to  them  a  sign  of  their 
barrenness,  and  want  of  the  water  of  hie." 

George  Fox  and  his  companions  now  came 
again  into  Wales,  and  passed  through  Montgomery- 
shire into  Kadnorshire.  In  one  place  in  tliis  county 
they  iiad  a  remarkably  large  meeting.  George  did 
not  go  into  it  at  first,  but  desired  John  ap  John 
to  go,  and  if  he  had  any  thing  to  communicate  to 
the  |)eople,  to  speak  in  Welch,  by  which  more 
people  might  be  collected.  V\  hen  the  mt  etmg 
■was  gat'  ered,  a  person  of  the  name  of  Morgan 
Walkins  came  to  George,  and  said  to  huii :  *'  7  he 


LIFE  OF  GEORGE  FOX.  11? 

people  lie  like  a  leaguer,*  and  the  gentry  of  the 
country  is  come  in."  After  a  little  time  George 
^vent  into  the  meeting,  uhicli  was  in  the  open  air, 
and  standing  upon  a  chair,  for  awhile  in  silence, 
he  afterw  ards  preached  for  about  two  hours  to  the 
people.  "  The  scriptures  were  opened  to  them; 
they  were  directed  to  the  light  of  Christ,  that  by 
it  they  might  sec  their  sins,  and  Christ  Jesus  to  be 
their  Saviour,  their  Redeemer,  their  Mediator  ; 
and  come  to  feed  on  him,  the  Bread  of  Life,  from 
heaven.  Many  were  turned  to  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  to  his  free  teaching,  that  day;  and  all 
were  bowed  down  under  the  power  of  God ; 
though  the  multitude  was  so  great,  that  many  sat 
on  horseback  to  hear,  there  was  no  opposition." 

7\fter  this  meeting,  George  Fox  came  to  Leo- 
minster, in  Herefordshire,  having  Thomas  Taylor 
with  him.  Here  again  he  had  a  large  meeting  in 
a  Held,  at  which  several  congregational  preachers 
attended.  George's  mind  was  nmch  enlarged  in 
preaching  the  gosped  to  liie  people.  The  Priest 
of  Leominster  made  some  opposition  to  his  doc- 
trine, which  produced  a  controversy,  in  which  the 
Priest  not  succeeding,  endeavoured  to  prevad  on 
llie  Magistrates  to  arrest  George,  but  in  vain. 
'J  his  meeting  >\as  of  great  service  in  those  pu' >s. 
"  The  Lord's  p<>wer  came  over  all,  the  everlaslmjj 

*  Bailey  explains  this  word — A  sii'^a  laid  to  a  town. 
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truth  was  declared  that  day,  and  many  were  turned 
by  it  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  their  teacher  and 
way  to  God." 

Travelling  through  South  Wales,  he  came  to 
Tenby,  in  Pembrokeshire,  and  as  he  entered  tlie 
town,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  invited  him  to  his 
house.  George  accepted  the  invitation.  On  the 
first  day  of  the  week  he  had  a  meetipg,  which  was 
attended  by  the  Mayor  and  his  wife,  and  others  of 
llie  principal  inhabitants.  Whilst  George  Pox 
was  engaged  in  this  meeting,  his  companion,  John 
ap  John,  went  to  the  public  place  of  m  orship, 
where  he  was  taken,  and  by  the  Governor  com- 
mitted to  prison.  This  endangered  George's 
safety,  for  he  was  the  next  morning  sent  for  by 
the  Governor;  the  Mayor  and  Justice  went  be- 
fore him,  hoping,  it  seems,  to  moderate  the  Go- 
vernor's mind.  When  George  entered  the  Gover- 
nor's habitation,  he  said,  "  Peace  be  to  this 
house,"  and  afterwards  asked  the  Governor  vJiy 
he  cast  his  friend  into  prison.  To  wliicli  he  re- 
plied, "  For  standing  with  his  hat  on  in  the 
church."  On  this  George  said,  "■  Had  not  the 
Priest  two  caps  on  his  head,  a  black  one  and  a 
wliite  one  r  Cut  off  the  brims  of  the  hat,  and  then 
my  friend  will  have  but  one,  the  brims  were  but 
to  defend  him  from  weather."  "  These  are  fri- 
volous tilings,"  said  the  Governor.  "  W  liy,  then," 
i-epbed    George,"    "  dust    thou    cast    my    friend 
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into  prison  for  such  frivolous  things."  After 
this  they  had  some  conversation  on  election  and 
rejirobation.  The  Governor  then  became  mo- 
derate, and  they  parted  friendly ;  John  ap  John 
being  soon  after  released.  Keturning  to  the  Jus- 
tice's hospitable  mansion,  he  and  the  Mayor,  witli 
their  wives  and  several  others,  accompanied  George 
and  his  companions  to  the  waterside,  where  they 
parted,  Gewge  being  lirst  engaged  to  "  kneel 
down  with  them,  and  to  pray  to  the  Lord  God  to 
preserve  them." 

From  Tenby  they  came  to  Pembroke  and  Ha- 
verfordwest, at  both  which  places  they  had  reli- 
gious service ;  and  a  Meeting  was  settled  at  the 
latter.  Whilst  they  were  at  Haverfordwest,  there 
was  a  fair,  by  which  many  people  were  collected. 
George  and  his  conijianion  "  passed  through  the 
fair,  and  sounded  the  day  of  the  Lord,  and  his 
everlasting  truth  amongst  them."  They  now  pro- 
ceeded towards  North  Wales,  and,  at  various 
places,  met  with  much  rude  treatment  ;  tlitir 
horses  also  being  rej^eatedly  robbed  of  tlieir 
corn.  On  this  subject,  George  exclaims,  "  A 
•wicked,  thievish  pcopU',  to  rob  the  poor  dinnb 
<  roaturc  of  iiis  food!  I  had  rather  they  had  robbed 
jiie."  He  and  his  companions  laboured  in  gospel 
love.amoimst  these  rude  people,  and  had  some  servKG 
amongst  tlitin.  In  the  course  t)f  their  travels, 
they  came  to  a  very  high  hill,  (Cader  Idiis,  1  snp- 
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pose,)  from  which  there  is  an  extensive  prospect. 
Here  George  took  a  view  of  the  surrounding  coun- 
try, and  "  told  John  ap  John,  a  faithtul  \\  elch 
minister,  in  what  places  God  would  raise  up  a 
people  to  himself,  to  sit  under  his  own  teaching." 
This  his  companion  noticed,  and  afterwards  found 
the  event  to  verify  the  prediction.  Descending 
from  this  hill,  they  came  to  Dolgelle,  where  John 
ap  John  preached  in  Welch  to  the  people,  in  the 
streets.  Tliis  brought  on  a  dispute,  in  Welch, 
with  two  Independent  Priests  ;  on  which  George 
Fox  requested  them  to  speak  in  English,  and  he 
then  took  a  part  in  it.  Tlae  priests  asserted  that 
the  light  which  John  the  Baptist  came  to  bear 
witness  to,  was  a  created  natural  light.  '^Tliis  gave 
George  an  opportunity  to  explain  the  subject  at 
large;  after  which,  his  companion  interpreted  it 
to  the  people,  many  of  whom  did  not  understand 
the  English  language.  The  priests  were  silenced, 
and  the  people  in  general  well  satisfied  ;  which 
they  afterwards  expressed  when  the  Friends  left 
the  town.  Here  George  says  :  "A  precious  seed 
the  Lord  hath  thereaway,  and  a  great  })eople  in 
those  parts  is  since  gathered  to  the  Lord  Jesus 
Chr'st,  to  sit  under  his  free  teaching  ;  and  they 
have  suffered  much  for  him." 

Leaving  Dolgelle,  they  came  to  Caernarvon 
.and  Beaumaris,  where  they  were  exercised  in  iros- 
pel  labour  amongst  the  people  ;  ami  al  the  luilcr 
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place,  John  ap  John  was  imprisoned  a  few  hours. 
In  crossing  a  water  near  Beaumaris,  they  met  with 
interruption  from  some  persons  who  called  them- 
selves gentlemen,  and  who  endeavoured  to  prevent 
John  ap  John's  getting  into  the  boat  with  his  horse. 
This  induced  George  to  ride  lo  the  side  of  the 
boat;  and  after  reproving  the  young  men,  he 
leaped  his  horse  into  it,  expecting  his  companion's 
would  have  followed ;  but  this  not  being  the  case, 
on  account  of  tlie  depth  of  the  water,  George 
leaped  his  horse  out  again,  and  staid  with  John  ap 
John  till  the  boat  returned,  liere  they  were  de» 
tained  till  afternoon,  and  had  forty-two  miles  to  ride 
that  evening.  After  they  had  crossed  the  water  and 
paid  their  passage,  they  found  tliat  they  had  but 
one  groat  in  money  left  between  them.  This  in- 
duced them  to  travel  all  night,  and  early  in  the 
morning  they  came  to  a  place  \>  ithiu  a  few  miles 
of  Wrexham ;  v  here,  that  day,  they  met  with  many 
Friends,  and  ''had  a  glorious  meeting,  the  Lord's 
everlasting  power  and  truth  being  over  all,"  Here 
tlicy  were  refreshed  in  body  and  mind,  for  they 
had  undergone  great  fatigue  in  travelling  throu<:;h 
\\  ales  ;  fmding  it  difficult,  in  many  places,  to  pro- 
cure refrcsiiment  for  themselves  or  liieir  horses. 
After  travelling  in  I'lintsliire,  they  came  to  Wre.x- 
hain,  where  ihey  met  wilh  many  of  what  (Jeorge 
calls  "l"li.\(ls  Peoj)le,"'  a  K'ligious  society,  I  suj)- 
j)ose.     Tli<y   weie   very   rude  suid  lij^lit    in  tiiciT 
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behaviour ;  but  they  met  with  suitable  reproof. 
Some  persons  were  however  convinced  in  this 
town.  In  reviewing  his  religious  services  in  the 
Principality  of  Wales,  George  Fox  observes,  that 
he  ''  had  travelled  through  every  county  in  Wales, 
preaching  the  everlasting  gospel  of  Christ ;  and  a 
fcrave  people  there  is  now,  who  have  received  it, 
and  sit  under  Christ's  teaching."* 

Leaving  Wales,  they  came  to  Chester,  called  at 
that  time  West  Chester.  Here  they  staid  awhile, 
and  visited  Friends,  several  of  whom,  it  is  likely, 
•%1'ould  be  there  from  distant  parts  ;  it  being  the 
time  of  the  fair,  which  is  more  a  commercial  thau 
an  agricultural  one.  From  this  place  they  came 
to  Liverpool,  where  there  was  also  a  fair,  in  \\hich 
they  found  a  Friend  pieaching'at  the  Cross.  He 
seeing  George  Fox,  and  knowing  that  he  had  ap- 
pointed a  meeting  on  a  hill  near  the  town,  gave 
public  notice  of  it.  llie  meeting  was  accordingly 
held  next  day,  and,  as  may  be  supposed,  was  very 
numerously  attended.  Some  rudeness  for  awhile 
took  place  ;  but  afterwards  the  people  became 
quiet.  "The  truth  of  God  was  preached  among 
them;  many  were  that  day  settled  uj)0u  the  rock 
and  foundation,  Christ  Jesus,  and  under  his  teach- 
ing who  made  peace  betwixt  God  and  them." 

*  It  may  not  be  improper  to  observe,  that  inaiiv  of  those 
who  were  convinced  in  Wales,  atU:r\\ards  emigrated  to 
Pennsylvania ;  as  did  Frientls  in  u'.any  otl)er  parts  of  Bri- 
tain. This  circumstance  lias  greatly  tended  to  lessen  tBe 
number  yf  Friends  in  this  countjy. 
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After  leaving  Liverpool,  they  travelled  towards 
^laiichestcr,  having  a  meeting  on  the  m  ay,  at  a 
town  where  the  Baililf  attencled  vviih  his  sword, 
and  was  very  rude;  but  no  injury  ensued.  When 
they  came  to  Manchester,  it  \Vas  the  time  of  the 
Sessions,  which  caused  many  rude  people  to  he 
collected.  This,  however,  did  not  discourage 
George  from  holding  a  religious  nueting,  in  which 
he  was  much  abused  by  the  people  throwing 
stones,  dirt,  and  water  at  him  ;  and  when  they 
could  not  prevail  by  this  means,  they  applied  to 
the  Justices,  who  sent  officers  to  bring  him  before 
them.  When  George  came  to  the  Court,  he 
foimd  it  in  such  confusion  and  disorder^  that  he 
remonstrated  with  the  Magistrates,  botii  on  this 
acr')unt,  and  on  the  treatment  which  he  h»<l  met 
with.  I'lie  Justices  beiiaved  wit!i  great  mo<iera- 
tion,  putting  him  under  the  care  of  the  constable 
till  nc\t  muruiug,  when  he  was  libeiated.  'Jho 
disturbance  at  this  })Iace  appears  to  have  beta 
occasioned  by  p<'ople,  who  'made  high  profession 
of  religion  ;  for  he  observes,  "  'i'he  Lord  has  since 
raised  up  a  people  to  stand  for  his  nnme  and  truth 
in  that  town,  over  those  chaffy  professors." 

From  Manchester  he  travelled  by  Prcsfon 
and  Lancaster,  to  Swardunwrc,  having  niett- 
in-^s  at  various  places.  At  Lancasltr  he  met 
Milh  his  fneud  Colonel   West,   who   was  pleased 
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to  see  him,  and  told  Judge  Fell,  that  George 
*'  was  mightily  grown  in  the  truth."  On  this  he 
remarks,  that  the  Colonel  "  was  come  nearer  the 
truth,  and  so  could  better  discern  it."  Before 
they  came  to  Swarthmore,  they  had  a  general 
meeting  of  Friends  in  Westmoreland  and  Lanca- 
shire, which  it  seems  was  also  attended  by  other 
people ;  for  he  not  only  observes  that  "  Friends 
were  settled  upon  the  foundation  Christ  Jesus ;" 
but  adds,  that  "  many  were  convinced  and  turned 
to  the  Lord."  The  day  after  this  meeting,  he 
canie  to  Swarthmore,  where  he  met  witli  a  cordial 
reception.  "They  rejoiced  with  me,"  he  says,  "in 
the  goodness  of  the  Lord,  who,  by  his  eternal 
power,  lirtu  CRrrisd  me  through  and  over  many  dif- 
ficulties and  dangers  in  his  service :  to  him  be  the 
praise  for  ever." 

It  might  seem  necessary  for  this  indefatigable 
labourer  now  to  rest  awhile,  after  his  hard  tra- 
velling: but  he  did  not  continue  at  Swailliniore 
quite  two  weeks,  and,  during  this  time,  he  visited 
some  ^leetings  in  tlie  neighbourhood,  and  wrote 
several  epistles  for  public  use  :  two  of  them  to  his 
Friends,  and  one  to  their  persecutors.  From 
Swarthmore  he  passed  into  Westmoreland,  and 
came  to  John  Audlaud's;  Mlu^re  a  gej«?ial  meeting 
•was  belli,  in  which  a  person  attciupled,  wjih  a 
drawn  sword,  to  press  through  the  crowd,  with  an 
intention  to  injure  George  Fox  ;  but  the  people 
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Stood  SO  close,  that  he  could  not  accomplish  his 
"wicked  design.  "  llie  meeting  ended  peaceably  and 
the  Lord's  everlasting  power  came  over  all."  From 
this  place  he  passed  through  Kendall,  where  a 
constable  had  a  warrant  to  apprehend  him,  and, 
on  seeing  George  on  horseback,  went  to  fetch 
it ;  but  was  prevented  executing  it  by  his  not 
Mopping  in  the  town.  He  now  travelled  north- 
ward, and,  at  Stricklandhead,  had  a  large  and 
quiet  meeting,  though  liiere  were  races  at  that 
time  very  near  the  meeting  place.  George  wetit 
afterwards  to  the  race-groiuul,  and  j)reaclied  to  the 
people  there;  from  wht)m  it  does  not  appear  that 
he  met  with  any  interruption. 

After  lie  had  finished  his  services  in  Westmore* 
laud,  he  came  into  Cumberlaud;  and  having  a 
meeting  in  Giislaiid,  eoinc  to  Carlisle.  At  thi.** 
place  »t  was  usual  to  put  Friends  out  of  llie  towu^, 
when  they  came  tliciv;  but  a  great  flood  occurring 
just  at  tins  time,  prevriitcd  the  Magistrates  from 
executing  liieir  malt'volciii  purpose;  and  a  meet- 
ing was  held  on  hist  day.  IVom  this  place  he 
came  to  Abbeyholm,  wln'ie  he  had  a  small  meeting. 
"\\  lieu  at  this  place  bi  fore,  he  had  foretold  that 
*'  there  would  be  a  great  people  come  foi  th  to  the 
Lord;  wiiicii  hatii  since  cou\e  to  pass."  J'rom 
this  place  lie  came  to  Lauglauds,  v\here  was  a 
general  meeting,  whicli  was  ^cry  luijj;c,  must  ©i" 
t  J 
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the  people  having  forsaken  the  Priests ;  so  that 
many  of  the  public  places  of  worship  were  nearly 
empty.  At  Pardshaw  Cragg,  John  Wilkinson, 
who  has  been  mentioned  before,  attended  the  meet- 
ing, with  three  or  four  of  his  followers ;  and  were  all 
(Convinced.  He  was  a  Priest,  and  preached  at  three 
places ;  but  his  hearers  had  chiefly  joined  Friends. 
Of  him  George  says,  that  "  he  became  an  able 
minister,  preached  the  gospel  freely,  and  turned 
aiany  to  Christ's  free  teaching^' 


CHAP.  X. 

1657-8— Visits  Scotland — Returns  through  Northmhct' 
land,  Durham,  Yorkshire,  6^c.  towards  London. — A 
General  Yearly  Meeting  held  in  Bedfordshire — In 
London  disputes  with  a  Jesuit— Advises  Oliver  Crom- 
tctU  against  accepting  the  Title  of  King — fVrites  to  hia 
Daughter  Clai/pole. 

OEOIIGE  fox  having  now  visited  all  parts 
of  England  and  Wales,  and  some  of  them  repeat- 
edly, turned  his  attention  to  Scotland ;  to  which  he 
had  felt  his  mind  drawn  for  a  considerable  time 
past.  Previously  tr)  his  going,  he  requested  Colonel 
WilliamOsburn,  who  lived  inScotland,  tomeet  him; 
and  he,  with  a  few  others,  came  to  the  meeting  at 
PardshawCragg.  The  Colonel  acconjpanied  George 
ill  his  \"isit  to  Scotland,  as  chd  also  liobert  \V  idders, 
whom  he  calls  "  a  thundering  man  against  hy- 
pocrisy, dt'ceit,  and  the  rottenness  of  the  Priests.'* 
^Ihese  r|uulities  were,  perhaps,  never  more  evident 
among  the  ruling  powers  in  church  aud  state  than 
at  that  time.  'I'hey  had  been  making  a  great  out- 
cry for  lilierty  of  every  kind;  but  no  sooner  did 
tliey  ar(iuire  power,  than  they  exercised  the 
greatest  bitterness,  and  manifested  as  little  regard 
for  liberty,  as  any  that  had  preceded  them.  Tlieir 
avarice  also  was  very  great ;  for  thotigli  tithes 
V tie  one  of  tiic  princi^jai  sul)jcctt  ot  thtu  coui- 
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plaints  against  the  Episcopal  Church,  they  no 
sooner  acquired  power,  than  they  appropriated 
them  to  their  own  clergy,  to  the  great  dissatisfaction 
and  disappointment  of  many  of  their  supporters. 
Many  also  of  the  Episcopalians  had  joined  the 
Independents,  in  order  to  keep  their  church  liv- 
ings. Tliese  observations  are  made  to  account 
for  the  strong  expressions  used  by  George  Fox 
and  our  early  Friends,  respecting  the  Priests  and 
many  other  religious  professors  in  those  times  ; 
^'ho,  notwithstanding  their  superior  pretences, 
were  lamentably  deficient  in  those  qualities,  whicli 
our  blessed  Redeemer,  in  his  sermon  on  the 
Mount,  and  on  other  occasions,  has  particularly 
marked  with  his  approbation. 

George  Fox  and  his  companions  now  entered 
Scotland,  and  the  first  night  lodged  at  an  iniu 
In  the  evening  they  visited  a  nobleman  who  lived 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  had  expressed  to  the 
landlord  a  desne  to  see  George,  wlien  he  came 
that  way.  He  received  them  very  lovingly,  and 
said  that  he  would  have  accomj>anied  them  on 
iheir  journey,  had  he  not  been  engaged  to  attend 
a  funeral.  The  next  day  they  passed  through 
Dumfries  to  Douglas,  where  they  found  some 
Fneuds.  They  afterwards  went  to  tlie  Heads, 
supposed  to  be  near  Glasgow,  where  they  "had  a 
bka&ed  meetin<^  in  the  name  of  Jesu^^  autl  felt  hioa 
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in  tlic  midst."  From  the  Heads  they  came  to 
Badcow,  wliere  they  had  a  large  meeting;  and 
thence  towards  tlie  Highlands,  stopping  in  their 
May  at  the  house  of  William  Osburn.  Here  they 
collected  an  account  of  Friends'  sufferings,  and 
the  principles  of  the  Scotch  Priests ;  and  afterwards 
(probably  when  they  came  toEduiburgh)  published 
them  in  a  book,  entitled,  "  The  Scotch  Priests' 
Principles."  It  does  not  appear  that  they  now 
M'ent  far  into  the  Highlands,  but  soon  returned 
to  Heads,  Badcovv,  and  Garshore.  When  in  this- 
part  before,  a  Lady  Margaret  Hamilton  was  con- 
vinced, who  probably  lived  at  Garshore.  She 
"  afterwards  went  (to  London,  I  suppose)  to  w  arn 
Oliver  Cromwell  and  Charles  Fleetwood,  of  the 
day  of  the  Lord  that  was  coming  upon  them." 

On  first  day,  George  Fox  and  his  companions 
had  a  large  meeting  at  or  near  Garshore,  in  which 
he  treated  largely  on  the  doctrine  of  Flection 
and  Uepiobation,  opposing  those  Calvinistital 
principles  of  the  Priests,  who  told  the  peoj)lc,  that 
*'  God  had  ordained  the  greatest  pa  it  of  men  and 
Munieu  for  hell;  that  let  lluni  do  what  they  could, 
it  was  all  to  no  j^nrposc,  if  they  weie  ordaint  d  to 
hell.  That  God  had  a  certain  nundjcr  elected  for 
litaven,  and  let  them  do  what  they  woidd,  \et.  they 
were  elected  vessels  for  lie;i\t'n."  'J  he>e  piinci- 
plcs  George  Fox  ihauilcsttd  to   be  incuiisi'jtent 
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with  the  scriptures,  which  he  explained  largely* 
"  The  eyes  of  the  people,"  he  observes,  "  were 
opened,  and  a  spring  of  life  rose  up  amongst 
them."  Tiie  Priests,  however,  were  much  alarm- 
ed, when  they  heard  of  George  Fox  being  come 
into  Scotland ;  and  proceeded  so  for  as  to  draw  up 
a  number  of  curses,  by  which  they  intended  to 
oppose  the  principles  of  Friends;  and  when  this 
could  not  answer  their  purpose,  they  went  to  Edin- 
burgh, with  petitions  to  the  council  tliere. 
George,  who  seems  never  to  Jiave  shrunk  from 
danger,  where  his  duty  led  him,  came  there 
soon  after,  lodging  at  Linlithgow  in  his  way,  where 
the  innkeeper's  w  ife,  a  blind  woman,  ''  received  the 
VV  orci  of  Life,  and  came  under  the  teaching  of 
Christ  Jesus  her  Saviour." 

Being  now  come  to  Edinburgh,  and  William 
Osburn  with  him,  they  continued  there  some  time; 
and  went  down  to  Leith,  where  they  had  a  meeting, 
•which  was  attended  by  many  of  the  officers  and 
tlieir  w ives.  Some  disturbance  was  made  by  the 
Baptists,  and  also  by  others  who  seemed  to  be  of 
atheistical  notions ;  but  they  were  all  confounded, 
and  left  the  meeting.  Aflerwards,  George  says, 
*' a  fine  precious  time  we  had  with  several  people 
of  account ;  and  the  Lord's  power  came  over  all." 
Several  of  the  officers  and  of  their  wives  were  con- 
vinced; among   whom  was   the  wife  of  Ldward 
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Billing,  wko  had  lived  separate  from  her  husband, 
on  which  account  George  sent  for  him,  and  pro- 
duced a  reconciliation  between  them  ;  so  that  tliey 
*'  agreed  to  live  together  in  love  and  unity,  as  maa 
and  uite." 

When  George  and  his  companion  returned  t« 
Edinburgh,  they  found  several  thousands  of  people, 
among  whom  were  many  priests,  collected,  on 
account  of  the  burning  of  a  witch.  This  circum-' 
etance  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  preaching  to 
this  large  multitude;  after  which  he  went  to  a 
meeting  of  his  own  appointing.  To  this  meeting 
many  rude  people,  and  some  disputing  Baptists, 
came,  who  for  awhile  caused  a  disturbance,  but 
being  silenced,  and  leaving  the  place,  a  very  satis- 
factory meeting  was  afterwards  held.  In  return- 
ing from  this  meetmg,  he  foinid  that  the  Scotch 
priests  had  succeeded  in  their  application  to  the 
^Magistratesof  Edinburgh,  from  whom  he  received 
an  order,  dated  the  8tli  of  October,  Ifij?,  to  ap- 
pear before  them  on  the  13th  of  the  same  month. 
George  obevcd  the  summons  of  the  Magistrates; 
but  before  he  was  conducted  into  the  Council 
•C'liamber,  his  hat  was  taken  off,  wliich  caused  a 
■sliort  n  monstriiiue,  in  wliich  lie  informed  the 
doorkeeper,  that  ho  had  been  sufforod  to  stand 
"L(  fore  the  I'rotrctor  with  liis  hat  on.  After  lie 
liad  been  awhile  bdore  the   Magistrates,  he  ad- 
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dressed  them  in  these  words ;  "  Peace  be  amongst 
you.  Wait  in  the  fear  of  God,  that  ye  may  re- 
ceive his  wisdom  from  above,  by  which  all  things 
were  made  and  created  ;  that  by  it  ye  may  all  be 
ordered,  and  may  order  all  things  under  your 
hands,  to  God's  glory,"  After  this  address,  the 
Magistrates  inquired  into  the  cause  of  his  coming 
to  Scotland;  whether  he  had  any  outward  busi- 
ness there,  and  how  long  he  intended  to  stay  ; 
to  which  George  gave  them  proper  replies,  inform- 
ing them  of  the  nature  of  his  visit  to  that  country, 
and  that  though  he  was  not  likely  to  stay  long  in 
it,  yet  in  this  he  stood  in  the  will  of  him  that  sent 
him.  Having  withdrawn  awhile  till  the  ^lagis- 
trates  consulted  together,  he  was  again  brought 
before  tiien>,  and  ordered  to  leave  the  country  in 
a  week  from  that  time.  He  remonstrated  with 
them  on  their  illegal  conduct,  but  in  vain ;  and 
they  even  refused  to  hear  him  in  his  own  defence ; 
on  which  he  reminded  them,  that  Pharoah,  tliough 
a  Heathen,  heard  Moses  and  Aaron;  and  Herod 
heard  John  the  Baptist.  Wlien  he  was  taken  away 
from  the  council  chamber,  he  returned  to  his  ini\, 
Mhere  he  wrote  to  the  council,  and  laid  before 
them  their  unchristian  conduct,  in  banishing  an 
innocent  man,  who  sought  their  salvation  and  eter- 
nal good.  The  letter  seems  to  have  had  a  good 
eftVct  on  some  of  tlie  Magistrates;  to  mIioui  tl^ 
measure  thev  had  meted  out  was  soon  after  rcr 


LIFE  OF  GEORGE  FOX.  '133 

turned;  and  they  that  had  banished  him,  were  soon 
after  banished  themselves,  or  glad  to  get  out  of 
the  way. 

Notwithstanding  the  illegal  and  unjust  order  of 
the  council,  George  Fox  continued  some  time  at 
Edinburgh  and  its  neighbourhood;  after  which  he 
\\e\t  again  to  Heads,  where  Friends  sufiered  much 
from  the  violence  of  the  Priests,  who  excommu- 
nicated them,  and  ordered  the  people  to  have  no 
commercial  dealings  with  them,  either  in  selling 
or  buying:  but  their  malice  was  frustrated  by  the 
interference  of  Col  nel  Ashfield,  who  was  also  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  who  put  a  stop  to  these 
violent  proceedings.  Hie  Colonel  was  himself 
afterwards  convinced,  had  a  Meeting  settled  hi 
his  house,  became  a  Minister  in  the  society,  and 
lived  and  died  in  it. 

Having  visited  and  encouraged  lils  Friends  at  and 
about  Ileafls,  George  Fox  went  to  Ghisgow;  and 
as  he  enteie  1  the  tow n,  the  guard  took  him  before 
the  Governor,  who  soon  set  him  at  liberty.  A 
mceliiig  was  appointed  at  this  phice,  to  wliuh  noiu; 
of  tin;  tow  iispcopk'  coming,  (Jeorge  and  Ins  coiu- 
jianioii*"  preached  lliumgli  the  streets  ;  and  lea\  iiig" 
the  town,  came  towards  luulcow,  and  to  \\  illlam 
O^ltunrs.  Whilst  iii  this  pji  t,  they  were  wijy- 
laid    by    some   lhic\e.s,    \\Ii>)    being    observed    by 
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George  Fox,  lie  requested  William  Osburn  to 
return  aud  seek  for  llobert  Widders,  who  had 
tarried  beiiiiid  to  speak  to  a  priest.  William  Os- 
buru  was  loth  to  leave  George  by  himseir;  but 
he,  with  his  usual  courage,  pressed  him  to  re- 
tnrn ;  to  which  he  at  length  consented.  W  hen 
he  was  gone,  George  desired  the  men  to  come  to 
him,  widi  which  they  reluctantly  and  tremblingly 
complied.  He  then  admonished  them  to  be  ho- 
nest, and  gave  them  some  religious  advice,  which 
it  appears  they  did  not  resent.  Here  George  staid 
till  his  companions  came  up,  and  then  they  went  all 
together  to  the  house  of  their  friend  and  compHinon, 
\Vm.  Osburn,  where  they  had  a  good  opportiniity 
to  preach  to  the*  people  who  came  there.  They 
now  passed  into  the  f  lighlands,  but  the  inhabitants 
were  so  extremely  violent,  that  they  ran  at  the 
I'riends  with  pitchforks,  and  attempted  to  maim, 
if  not  to  kill,  both  them  and  their  horses  ;  Init  he 
savs,  "  through  the  Lord's  goodness  we  escaped 
theni;  being  presei  ved  by  his  power." 

Leaving  the  Highlands,  they  came  to  Stirling, 
where  die  soldiers  arrested  diem,  and  took  them 
before  the  officers,  who  soon  set  them  at  liberty. 
Thev  could  not  easily  obtain  a  religious  meeting 
with  the  inhabitants  of  this  })lace  ;  but,  the  next 
dav,  there  being  a  horse-race  near  the  town,  many 
of  the  inhabitauts  aud  oUiccri  went  to  it ;  aud,  as 
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llioy  returned,  George  took  the  opportunity  of 
preaching  to  them.  Some  confessed  to  the  truth 
of  liis  doctiine,  tliough  others  opposed  :  "but/'  to 
t!SL"  his  own  words,  "  the  Lord's  truth  and  power 
came  over  them  all/' 

rroni  Stirling  they  went  to  Burnt-island,  iu 
Fifeshire,  where  they  had  two  meetings  at  Captain 
Pools.  He  and  his  wife  were  both  convinced,  as 
Mere  also  several  officers  of  the  army.  After  pass- 
ing dirough  some  other  places,  they  came  to  John- 
ston's, now  called  Perth,  where  they  found  a  very 
bitter  spirit  excited  against  them,  particularly 
among  and  l)y  the  Baptists;  who,  wheii  they  could 
not  prevail  by  fair  disputation,  applied  to  the  Go- 
vc!iif>r,  and  obtained  a  company  of  foot  soldiers, 
by  whom  the  iMietids  were  forced  out  ot  llic 
town.  Alexander  Parker  and  James  Laiica'^te) , 
as  well  its  Robert  ^\'i<Uk•rs,  were  now  Georgi.-  Fdx'.s 
cojiipanions.  As  they  jias'^cd  tiirougii  the  tow  n^, 
guarded  by  the  soldiers,  "  .James  Jrancaslur  w:is 
moved  to  sing  with  a  melodious  sound  ia  tin; 
jiower  of  God/'  and  George  preached  the  ever- 
lasting gospel  to  the  people,  who  geiierally  came 
out  of  tiieir  houses  ;  so  that  the  streets  were  fiiled 
V  ith  tiiem.  7  he  soldiers  were  much  ashamed  of 
llicir  part  of  the  business,  and  said  they  had  rather 
have  gone  to  Jamaica,  Uian  have  guariled  thtm. 
Uiiesc  malevolent  Baptists  were  soon  alter  luuied 
"^  M  '2 
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out  of  the  army,  and  the  Governor  was  dismissed 
on  the  restoration  of  Charles  the  Second. 

Being  thus  forced  from  Johnston's,  and  they  and 
their  horses  conveyed  in  boats  over  the  water, 
they  went  to  another  market  town,  where  Edward 
Billing,  already  mentioned,  was  quartered,  and 
ma  ly  soldiers  with  him.  Coming  to  an  inn,  the 
priends  applied  for  a  place  in  which  to  hold  a 
meeting,  and  the  Town-hall  was  proposed  by  the 
military  part  of  the  inhabitants;  but  the  Magis- 
trates not  being  so  favourably  disposed,  appointed  a 
meeting  of  their  own  to  be  held  there  at  the  same 
time.  The  o-Ticers  desired  them,  notwithstanding 
this,  to  go  to  the  Town-hall,  but  this  thry  refused, 
considering  it  by  no  means  justiliable.  '^Hiey 
therefore  went  to  the  uiaiket  place,  and  it  being 
market  day,  they  had  an  opportuiiity  of  preaching 
to  a  vcrv  large  company,  who  however  paid  very 
lilile  atlention  whilst  Alexander  Parker  was 
preaching  ;  but  wiien  George  Fox  began  to 
preach,  the  people  came  out  of  the  I'own-hail, 
the  MagisLrates  following  tliem,  and  a  large  com- 
pany was  thus  collected.  ''  The  people  were 
turned  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  died  for 
them,  and  had  enliglitened  them,  tliat  with  his 
liglit  they  might  see  their  evil  deeds,  be  saved  from 
Jlieir  SHis  by  him,  and  might  come  to  know  him 
'0  be  their  teaclKr."'     Several  of  the  people  and 
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soldiers,  after  this  meeting,  became  more  kindly 
disposed,  especially  the  English,  of  whom  there 
would  probably  be  many  among  the  soldiers ; 
some  of  whom  were  afterwards  Convinced. 

George   Fox  and  his  companions  came  from 
this  place  to  Leith,  where  he  was  informed  by  the 
innkeeper  and  several  other  kindly  disposed  people, 
that   tjje   Conned  at   Edinburgh  had    issued   war- 
rants to  apprehend  him;  but   this  did  not  prevent 
his   going  there  again.     Indeed  so  little   was  he 
intimidated  with  the  information,   that   he  said  to 
those  who   communicated   it;  "What   do  ye  tell 
me  of  their  warrants?   If  there  were  a  cart  load  of 
tlioin,  I  do  not  regard  them,  for  the  Lord's  power 
is  o\ev  lliem  all."      Vv  hen   he  came  to  Edudiuruh, 
he  went  to  his  former   inn,  but   no  one  atlempted 
t<)  arrest  or  meddle   with   him.     After  visitin*!^  hi.s 
friends  in  this   city,   he  and  his   companions  took 
horse  nc\t  moining.      W  lien  out  of  the  tow  n.  he. 
informed  his   compauions,    that   it   was   uj)on  liisii 
"  froui  the  Lord  to  go  back   to  Johnston's,  and  to 
set   the   power   of   Ciod   and    his  truth  over  ihonv 
also."      Alexaudtr    P.iiker  oiVcrcd  to  accoinjvniv 
1u:m,   and   it  wis   tlio  ight    bc^t   for  liis  two  oiLer 
companions,    'riiomas     Kawiinson     and     Koixn 
Wldd' rs,  to    sl;iy    \,vh:vA.      ( i.>.,r-.-"s   i.nrM>  tii  in- 
tliat  of  his   rom;)aii;o  1,  he    w»  nt  aloac  to  .Kilni- 
ston's,  which  lie  entcnd  without  ai.v  n\oIr-tati*n!, 
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just  als  they  were  drawing  up  the  bridges.  George 
rode  dhectly  to  Captain  Davenport's,  from  whose 
lodgings  or  house  he  had  been  banished.  Several 
officers  were  with  the  Captain,  who  admired  at 
George's  courage,  in  coming  again  amongst  them. 
When  the  Baptists  heard  of  his  return,  they  sent 
him  a  challenge  for  a  dispute  the  next  day,  which 
he  accepted,  appointing  a  time,  and  a  place  about 
half  a  mile  from  tlie  town.  Captain  Davenport 
and  his  son  accompanied  George  to  die  place  ap- 
pointed, but  no  Baptists  came,  whose  design  it 
seems  was  to  get  him  into  their  power,  and  again 
to  force  him  out  of  the  town.  The  Captain  was 
at  this  time  very  loving  to  i'liends,  and  afterwards 
lost  his  place  for  the  conformity  of  liis  conduct 
with  their  practices  and  principles.  Whilst  waiting 
here,  Alexander  Parker  came  m  sight,  and  George 
and  he  returned  to  llieir  companions,  Alexander 
going  by  the  town  mentioned  before,  where  they 
had  the  meeting  in  the  market,  and  George  by 
Lieutenant  Foster's  quurters,  v^here  he  found  seve- 
ral officers,  who  had  cnilraced^the  principles  which 
he  propagated. 

George  and  his  I'iie-.Kls  now  returned  again  to 
Edinburgh,  which  tlu  y  entered  without  any  iiiter- 
vuption.  The  next  dty  they  had  a  meeting 
thers,  which  was  atlri;utd  by  many  of  the  army. 

;n  which  rhcv  met  \\i;li  no  distnibaiicc      George. 
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says,  "  A  glorious  meeting  it  was  ;  the  everlasting, 
power  of  God  was  set  over  the  uation>  andhis" 
Son  reigned  in  his  glorious  power." 

His  mind  being  now  at  liberty  to  leave  Scot- 
land, he  and  his  companions  travelled  towards 
England,  having  a  large  and  satisfactory  meeting 
at  Dunbar.  'Ibis  was  the  last  meeting  he  had  at 
this  time  in  Scotland ;  after  which  he  makes  these 
remarks  respecting  his  travels  in  that  country  : 
"  The  truth  and  power  of  God  was  set  over  that 
nation,  and  many,  by  the  power  and  Spiiit  of  God,, 
were  turned  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  their  sa- 
viour and  teacher,  whose  blood  nas  shed  for  them; 
and  there  is  since  a  great  increase,  and  great  there 
will  l)e  in  Scotland;  tliont>h  the  time  be  far  dis- 
tant at  present;  for  when  first  I  set  my  horse's  feet 
upon  Scottish  ground,  I  felt  the  seed  of  God  to 
sparkle  about  me,  like  innumerable  sparks  of 
hrc.  Not  l)ut  that  there  is  abundance  of  thick 
cloddv  eartli  of  hypocrisy,  and  falseness  atop,  and 
a  briary,  1)rambly  nature,  which  is  to  be  binned  up 
with  God's  word,  and  ploughed  up  with  his  spi- 
ritual plough,  before  God's  seed  brings  forth  hea- 
venly and  spiritual  fruit  to  liis  glory  ;  but  the 
husbandman  is  to  wait  in  patience." 

Leaving  Scotland;  they  came  bv  TJerwick  to 
Morpeth^  having  a. good,  thougii  small,  meeting  at 
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the  former  place.  They  came  next  to  Newcastle, 
where,  it  seems,  George  had  been  before,  though 
not  noticed  in  his  Journal.  The  Priests  at  thi* 
place,  and  one  at  least  of  the  Magistrates,  had 
manifested  much  enmity  agamst  Friends,  and  said 
"  the  Quakers  would  not  come  into  any  great 
towns,  but  lived  in  the  fells  like  butterflies." 
George,  taking  Anthony  Pearson  with  him,  (whom, 
it  is  probable,  he  found  at  Newcastle)  went  to 
some  of  the  Aldermen  of  the  town,  and  spoke  to 
them  respecting  the  books  which  they  had  j)ub- 
lished,  and  the  reports  they  had  raised;  dosning 
also  to  have  a  meeting  amongst  them,  but  this 
they  would  not  permit ;  and  therefore  a  meeting 
was  held  on  the  oilier  side  of  the  river,  at  Gate- 
side,  now  called  Gateshead;  v\here  George  ob- 
serves "  a  meeting  is  continued  to  tins  day  in  the 
name  of  Jesus."  Since  liis  lime,  however,  the 
meeting  has  been  removed  to  Newcastle. 

George  and  his  companions,  (but  who  they  now 
were  is  not  certain,)  tra\elling  in  Northumberland, 
and  the  Bishoprick  or  County  of  Durham,  had  a 
large  and  good  meeting  at  Lieutenant  Dove's, 
^here  many  m  ere  turned  to  the  Lord.  Coming  to 
Durham,  they  met  Avidi  a  person  lately  arrived, 
from  London,  with  an  intention  to  establrsh  a  col- 
lege for  preparing  young  men  for  the  ministry. 
G'corgi!;  vititod  tills  mauj  and  reasoned  with  bim.. 
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on  the  insufficiency  of  human  learning,  for  making 
a  gospel  minister.  1'he  man  assented  to  much  of 
^vliat  George  said,  was  \er\  tender,  and  ultimately 
declined  to  set  up  his  college. 

From  Durham  they  went  to  Anthony  Pearson's, 
uho,  it  seems,  had  a  house  in  these  parts  ;  and  af- 
terwards into  Cleveland,  and  Holderness,  and  by 
Hull  and  Pontefract;  to  Scalt house  and  Swarth- 
niore.  After  visiting  Fnends  in  these  parts, 
George  returned  into  Vorkshue,  and  went  after- 
uards  mto  Clieshire,  Derbyshire,  and  Nottingham- 
shire. In  these  visits  he  had  many  large  and  good 
meetings,  the  Lord's  presence  and  power  acconi- 
panymg. 

At  Nottingham,  Geo.  Fox  met  with  Rice  Jones, 
Avlio  appears  to  have  been  the  head  of  a  people, 
tliat  had  once  been  very  religious  ;  but  were  now 
much  dechued.  George  wishing  to  see  lius  peo- 
])le,  requested  Jones  to  collect  them,  with  which 
came  to  the  Castle,  where  a  meeting  was  held, 
he  reluctantly  complied;  and  about  eighty  of  them 
vhich  appeared  to  have  a  good  eOtct  upon  the 
niinds  of  many  of  them.  Some  disputation  arose 
afterward,  in  which  George  showed  tills  man  and 
his  followers,  their  deviation  from  the  simplicity 
and  purity,  which  many  of  tlicin  had  once  CNperi- 
euced.     Not  long  after,  he  and  his  couiinuiy  wci" 
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quite  scattered ;  but  several  of  them  joined  Friends. 
I'his  Rice  Jones  had  some  years  before  said  of 
George  Fox,  that  "  he  was  than  at  the  highest,  and 
should  fall  ;"  but  in  this,  as  ni  many  other  instances, 
we  see  the  propriety  of  the  apostolic  admonition: 
''  Let  hmi  that  thmketh  he  standeth,  take  heed  lest 
he  fall." 

From  Nottingham  George  Fox  and  his  companions 
travelled  into  the  counties  of  Warwick,  Leicester, 
Isorthampton,  and  Bedford,  having  meetings  at 
various  places.  Whilst  in  the  last  mentioned 
county,  they  came  to  the  house  of  Jolm  Crook. 
lately  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  ;  and  here  was  lieid 
a  general  yearly  meeting  for  the  wiiole  nation, 
vhich  lasted  tl.uee  days.  This  meeting  was  at- 
tended by  Friends  from  dJiiCrent  parts  of  the  na- 
tion, and  many  ihor.sands  c<f  people  a\  ere  at  it :  so 
thai  the  inns  and  towns  in  tlie  neii,libo;iilK)u.'l  were 
fil.'cd.  "  Ahluuigh  there  was  some  distuibance, 
yet  the  Lord's  power  came  over,  and  a  glorious 
meeting  it  was.  Tlie  everlasting  gospel  was 
preached,  and  many  rece.\(  <l  it."  In  tliis  meeting 
Geor.-e  Fox  was  not  oni\  led  into  public  labonr 
for  the  peo})le  in  general,  w'io,  it  appear>,  were 
mostly  Frifnds;  but  he  also  eoinmmiicated  much 
pertinent  and  deep  i'lsirnction  to  tiiose,  ^^ho  were 
en^aoed  in  the  work  of  the  ministrv,  wineli  beii'cf 
taken  down  at  the  time,  he  gives  the  suhslance  of 
it  in  his  Journal,  and  it  is  peculiarly  worthy  the 
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perusal  of  those  who  are  engaged  in  that  important 
service. 

This  meeting  appears  to  l;ave  been  the  first 
held  for  the  society  at  large.  George  Fox  calls  it 
"  a  general  yearly  meeting,"  by  which  it  is  proba- 
ble that  an  annual  general  meeting  had  been 
agreed  upon,  though  it  is  not  easy  to  trace  the  re- 
gular continuance  of  it  till  some  years  after  the 
time  of  this  meeting,  which  was  held  in  the  year 
iGoS,  probably  in  the  spring.  Soon  after  the 
conclusion  of  this  meeting,  a  })arty  of  horse,  and 
a  constable,  came  to  John  Crook's  to  arrest  George 
Fox ;  but  he  having  at  the  time  taken  a  walk  in 
the  garden,  and  the  soldiers  seeking  iiim  only  in 
the  house,  they  departed  without  accomplishing 
their  object. 

After  this  meeting,  George  Fox  came  to  Lon- 
don, visiting  his  friends  in  the  way  thither.  Soon 
atter  his  arrival  in  that  city,  he  heard  of  a  Spanish 
Jesuit,  who  had  challenged  all  the  Quakers  to  a 
dispute,  at  the  house  of  the  K:;rl  of  TS'ewj.ort ; 
but  when  he  understood  that  Uiis  challenge  was 
likely  to  be  accepted,  he  limited  the  nuuiLer  to 
twelve,  and  afterwards  reduced  it  to  six,  and  then 
to  three,  (ienrge  fearing  lest  the  .lesuit  sIkjuIiI 
M holly  deellne  the  contereuce,  huslened  to  the 
j>Iacc  a])])(jiultd^  accoinpauied  by  ISicholus  jjoiul 
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and  Edward  Burrougb,  whom  George  sent  first 
to  the  Jesuit  wiih  some  directions  how  to  open 
the  conference.  VV  hen  it  had  commenced,  Georyie 
joined  them,  and  a  long  debate  ensued,  piincipaliy 
on  the  purity,  or  rather  impurity,  of  the  Romish 
Church,  and  on  the  doctrine  of  Transubstantiation. 
The  Jesuit  was  so  closely  argued  with,  that  the 
people  who  were  present,  and  who  would  be  prin- 
cipally of  his  own  party,  saw  his  error,  and  that 
he  could  not  defend  himself.  Alter  some  remarks 
on  the  jicrsecuting  spirit  of  the  Ifomish  Church, 
they  parted  with  the  Jesuit,  "  and  his  subtlety 
Mas  confuted  by  simplicity." 

At  this  tin>c,  Friends  both  in  this  nation  and 
Ireland,  vere  under  great  sull'eraigs  for  their  reli- 
gious principles  ;  and  George  Fox,  during  his  resi- 
dence in  London,  laid  their  cases  befoie  Oliver 
Cromwell.  A  subscription  was  at  this  time  re- 
commended by  the  governnieut,  for  the  relief  of 
the  Protestants  suffering  by  the  persecution  of 
Papists,  in  difierent  parts  of  Europe;  and  at  the 
same  time  a  general  fast  being  appointed,  George 
published  a  paper,  in  which  he  showed  the  neccs- 
sarv  attendants  of  the  true  fast;  and  manifested 
the  injustice  and  self-condenmalion  of  their  con- 
tluct,  who  were  blaming  tiie  Papists  for  peisccutiiig 
the  Protestants  abroad;  while  they,  calling  them- 
selves Protestants,  were,  at  tlie  same  time,  persr- 
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cuting  their  Protestant  neighbours  and  friends  at 
liome.  George  Fox  was  indeed  much  burdened 
with  the  insincerity  and  hypocrisy  of  the  various 
parties,  which,  during  the  Interregnum,  rose  into 
power;  each  of  which,  he  successively  warned  and 
apprized  of  tlieir  downfall.  So  great  at  this  time 
were  tlie  sufferings  of  the  society,  that  many 
Friends  who  were  at  liberty,  feeling  for  their  suf- 
fering brethren,  requested  of  the  Parliament  that 
they  might  be  permitted  to  take  their  places,  par- 
ticularly of  those  whose  lives  were  considered  ia 
danger.  "  This,"  he  says,  "  we  did  in  love  to 
God  and  our  brethren,  that  they  might  not  die  ia 
prison ;  and  in  love  to  those  that  cast  them  in,  that 
they  might  not  bring  innocent  blood  upon  their 
own  heads."  But  notwithstanding  these  liberal 
proposals,  those  high  professors  were  so  far  from 
granting  the  requests,  that  they  would  sometimes 
be  enraged,  and  threaten  the  kind  applicants  with 
whipping  them  and  sending  them  home.  The 
Parliament,  which  was  now  sitting,  was  principally 
composed  of  those  who  were  the  highest  in  reli- 
gious [trofessiou;  but,  it  seems,  the  most  violent 
in  persecution.  To  tliem  George  addresj>ed  a  few 
Inics,  which  he  concludes  with  these  unequivocal 
expressions  from  the  Aposlle  James:  "  Ye  have 
lived  in  pleasure  on  the  earih,  and  been  wanton  ; 
je  have  uouriihcd  your  heurls  a-s  lu  Ji  day  «f 
H 
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slaughter ;  ye  have  condemned  and  killed  the  just, 
and  he  doth  not  resist  you." 

Whilst  he  was  in  London,  there  was  a  proposal 
for  giving  Cromwell  the  title  of  Kjng,  which  in- 
duced George  to  go  to  him  and  icdvise  him  against 
it;  and  it  seems  his  advice  was  well  received.  He 
also  wrote  to  him  on  the  suljject ;  and  about  this 
time  the  Protector's  daughter,  Claypole,  being  out 
of  health,  and  low  in  mind,  George  wrote  a  letter 
of  religious  advice  to  her;  which,  when  it  was 
read,  she  said  stayed  her  mind  for  the  present. 


CHAP.  XI. 

1 6.^8-^0 — Lcnirs  Loiuhn — Mrcfs  CfomxvcU  hi  the  Park 
at  IlaiMptoii-Coart'—Coes  tnto  Ihicls-^Rdirrfis  to  Lonr 
(ion—'G<t(s  into  Eiscjc—^flcars  of  CromxiU'll'ii  Dcath'^ 
Rt  turns  f^o  Loudon — C'fs  to  ]ifadi»g—SvJftrs  ttiuch 
in  BoOy  mid  Mind — Coines  again  to  London— Travels 
as  far  as  Cornxi all'— Rcnionst rates  on  the  Practice  of 
plundering  zi  recked  Vessels. 

tjiEORGE  FOX  feeling  his  mind  now  at  li- 
berty from  llie  various  services,  in  v,  liich  he  had 
bef  n  engaged  in  London,  prepared  to  leave  the 
city ;  but  us  lie  was  going  out,  two  troopers  ar- 
rested hi:n  and  Ivno  Iriends  who  were  with  him, 
;ind  look  them  to  the  Mews,  where  they  were  de- 
taiiud  a  few  I'.ours  ;  and  then,  without  any  exa- 
niiualion,  liberated.  George  now  took  a  boat  to 
Kingston,  being  desirous  of  speal.ir.g  ;.gain  to  llie 
Piotettnr,  who  ^vas  at  llaniptou-Court,  respect- 
ing t!ie  jufftrings  of  his  friends.  He  in(>t  Crom- 
well ruling  in  the  Pai  k  at  the  head  of  his  lil'o 
guard,  and  George  says,  "  1  saw  and  l"e!t  a  waft 
of  death  go  forth  against  him,  and  when  I  came  to 
him,  lie  lookt.d  Uke  a  dead  man."  .\fler  laying 
llu'  satin iijgs  of  frieiids  before  him,  and  wariil.ig 
him  respecting  his  («\n  state,  the  PiolecLor  d( - 
sired  (jieorgt;  to  coine  to  him  at  his  own  house. 
Going    accor(.Lingly   l!ie    next    day   to   IlampU'n- 
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Court,  he  was  informed  that  the  Protector  was 
sick,  and  the  doctors  weie  not  willing  that  he 
should  be  spokeu  with.  George  now  left  Kings- 
ton, and  went  to  his  friend,  Isaac  Pennington's, 
in  Buckinghamshire,  where  he  had  appointed  a 
meeting,  in  which,  he  says,  "  the  Lord's  power 
and  truth  was  preciously  manifested." 

After  spending  some  time  in  visiting  Friends  ia 
thrhe  parts,  he  returned  to  London  ;  and  soon  af- 
ter weiU  into  Essex,  where  he  heard  of  Cromwell's 
death,  an'  that  his  son  Kiehard  was  made  Protec- 
tor; upon  which  George  went  again  to  London. 
A  Church  Faiih;,  about  this  time,  was  given  forth ; 
and  George,  Laving  procured  a  copy  in  manuscript, 
printed  an  Answer,  which  was  published  at  the 
same  tin»e  with  the  I'aith.  This  greatly  irritated 
some  of  the  Pailiameut  xJcn;  and  one  of  ihenj  told 
George  that  they  must  have  him  to  Smithlitld; 
which  was  the  place  used,  in  Queen  Mary's  days, 
for  burning  the  Protestants.  This  threat  did  not 
at  all  intimidate  liim ;  for  he  replied  to  it,  that  he 
was  over  their  iires,  and  feared  them  not.  Thus 
did  this  courageous  soldier  of  Christ  stand  his 
ground,  and  nobly  contend  for  the  faith  delivered 
to  the  saints. 

Leaving  London  again,  he  went  to  Cap^taiu 
Birkliead's,  at  Twickenham,  where  a  meeting  was 
held,  which  was   numerously  and  respectably  a*.- 
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tended.  "  A  glorious  meeting  it  was,  wherein  the 
scriptures  were  largely  and  clearly  oj)ened  :  and 
Christ  exalted  above  iijl,  to ,  the  ^reat  satistactioa 
of  the  hearers." 

This  time  of  great  persecution  seemed  to  itr 
creuse,  as  the'  present  powers  drew  near  to  a 
termination.  George  I'ox  says,  that  "  besides 
imprisonments,  through  which  many  died,  meet>- 
ings  were  greatly  disturbed.  They  have  ihrowrt 
rotten  eggs  and  wihl-fire  intx)  our  meetings,  and 
brought  in  drums  beating,  and  kettles  to  make 
noises  with,  tliat  the  trudi  might  not  be  heard ; 
anil  among  these  the  priests  wi-re  as  rude  as  any." 
'I'his  stale  of  things  induced  (ieorge  Vox  to  salute- 
his  iMieuds  with  a  sliort,  but  alVectionate  and  in- 
structive epistle,  encourairiug  them  to  faithfulness 
and  patience  in  their  sufferings.  The  epistle  is  as 
follows: 

"  My  dear  friends,  every  where,  in  prison,  cr 
out  of  prison  ;  fear  not  because  of  the  report  of 
sufferings;  let  not  the  evil  spies  of  the  good  land 
nuike  you  afratd,  if  they  tell  you  the  walls  art- 
hi  :h,  and  Anakims  arc  in  the  land  ;  for  ;:t  thf 
blowing  of  the  rams  liornsdid  die  wails  uf  Jericho 
fall  ;  anil  iht-y  llml  brought  tiic  e\il  report  pcri.-li- 
ed  in  the  wikicrncss.  Dwell  iii  faith,  pulicn  .i,', 
and  hope,  having  the  word  of  life  to  krej>  you., 
i^jihi^h  is  bcyouJ  the  hiw  ;  and,  hav  lii^  liie  oulh  of 
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God,  his  covenant,  Christ  Jesus,  M-hich  divide?) 
the  waters  asunder,  and  makes  tliem  to  run  all  on 
heaps,  in  that  stand  ;  and  ye  will  see  all  things 
Avork  together  for  good,  to  them  that  love  God.  In 
that  triumph  when  suffei  ings  come,  whatever  they 
may  be.  Your  faith,  your  shield,  your  helmet,  your 
armour,  you  have  on.  You  are  ready  to  skip  over  a 
mountain,  a  wall,  or  an  hill,  and  to  walk  through, 
the  deep  waters,  though  they  be  as  heaps  upon 
heaps.  The  evil  spies  of  the  good  land  may 
preach  up  hardness  ;  but  Caleb  which  signifies  aa 
heart,  aud  Joshua  a  Saviour,  triumph  over  all. 

«  G.  1\" 

George  Fox  now  retired  to  Iieading,  where  he- 
continued  about  ten  weeks,  and  underwent  much 
exercise  of  mind,  by  which  his  bodily  health  was 
affected.  The  nation  was  now  in  a  very  agitated 
state,  the  restoration  of  Cbarles  the  Second  being 
in  contemplaitni,  aud  '^oon  after  effected.  Friends 
were  sa<,  ^oted  of  prouioling  this  object  in  theii' 
meetings,  but  'hey  did  noi,  as  a  people,  interfere 
with  anv  nuiiers  relating  to  Government ;  and 
GeorgC;  vviiO  v.'as  returned  to  London,  was  afraid, 
le?t  in  the  present  state  of  public  affairs,  any 
young  or  inexpcrieiuf d  persons  who  might  some- 
times come  a',nong>t  Friends,  shoultl  be  drawn  to 
lake  part  on  cither  siie.  He  therefore  wrote  two 
epistles  on  the  occuv'ji),  shovving  that^consistuui-v. 
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with  the  principles  of  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  which 
they  had  embraced,  they  could  not  join  in  any  mi- 
litary combinations,  nor  in  those  plots  and  contri- 
vances which  were  connected  with  them.  He  also 
published  a  paper  on  account  of  the  superstitious 
regard  which  was  paid,  by  the  republican  party,  to 
Oliver  Cromwell,  whose  effigy,  after  his  burial, 
lay  a  considerable  time  in  state,  with  people  sound- 
ing trumpets  over  the  image. 

George  Fox  continued  a  considerable  time  in 
London,  visiting  the  Meetings  of  his  Friends  there, 
and  in  the  neighbourhood,  as  well  as  being  en- 
gaged in  other  services ;  after  which  he  went  into 
3'^ssex,  SuHolk,  and  Norfolk.  He  came  to  Nor- 
wich about  the  time  called  Christmas,  but  I.  can- 
not ascertain  whether  this  was  in  the  close  of  the 
year  U35B  or  <)»  but  I  suppose  the  former.  The 
Mayor  of  Norwich,  having  heatd  of  a  meeting 
Ijeiug  appointed,  had  issued  a  warrant  to  apprehend 
George  Fox  ;  who  heaiing  of  it,  requested  some 
of  his  friends  in  that  city,  to  speak  to  the  flavor, 
by  which  he  was  induced  not  to  jnit  his  warrant  in 
execution.  A  large  meeting  was  accordingly 
held  ;  and  thou^^h  attended  by  many  rude  people, 
and  by  "  several  i'riests,  Professors,  and  l»anters," 
it  concluJod  to  great  sati'^^'action.  During  the 
meeliug,  one  ot  llie  prit.i..^  stood  up  and  cried, 
"  Fn(/r,  blasphemy,  anil  an  ungodly  meeling." 
This  induced  Gcorgo  to  call  upon  lilnifor  au  exv 
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planation  of  his  assertion,  which  haviiig  attemptecf^ 
he  was  replied  to  in  such  a  manner,  as  convinced 
the  people,  that  the  priest  had  charged  what  he 
could  not  prove.  Tlie  dispute  had  a  good  effect 
on  their  minds  ;  and  removed  the  prejudice  which 
they  had  entertamed  against  Friends.  The  result 
of  the  meeting  George  describes  thus:  "A  glo- 
rious day  this  was  ;  for  truUi  cmne  over  all,  and 
people  were  turned  to  God  by  his  power  and 
Spirit;  and  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Chust  their  free 
teacher,  who  was  exalted  over  all." 

When  this  meeting  was  over,  he  left  Nor- 
■wich  that  evening;  and  afterwards  came  to  Col. 
Dennis's,  where  he  had  a  large  meeting.  After 
visiting  Friends  in  Norfolk,  he  came  into  Cam- 
bridgeshire, Huntingdonshire,  and  several  other 
eouuties.  Many  were  convinced  in  different  parts, 
though  he  met  with  much  rude  treatment  in  his 
travels  ;  but  he  mi-jht  truly  say  with  ihc  Apostle  ; 
"  Noive  of  these  things  niove  me." 

Having  finished  his  services,  at  present,  in  the 
eountrv,  he  returned  to  London,  where  General 
Monk  was  arrivcd^and  the  gates  of  the  city  were 
pulling  down.  George  Fox  had  repeatedly,  by 
word  and  writing,  warned  the  different  ruling  par- 
ties, both  in  Oliver's  lime  aiid  afterwards,  "  of  the 
day  of  f scomnencc  that  rras  coming  npoii  theinj'' 
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and  now,  before  they  were  wholly  removed  from 
their  authority,  he  thought  it  right  to  lay  their 
conduct  before  them  ;  which  he  did  in  a  spirited 
and  energetic  address. 

About  this  time,  the  soldiers  under  General 
Monk's  command,  being  often  concerned  in  dis- 
turbing Friends'  meetings,  their  conduct  was  re- 
presented to  the  Ge^ii;:!.'!  ;  and  he  Issued  an  order, 
dated  "  St.  James's,  j>th  of  March,  1659>  requiring 
all  officers  and  soldiers  to  forbear  to  disturb  the 
peaceable  meetings  of  the  Quakers."  This  order 
restrained  the  conduct  of  the  military,  and  pro- 
bably had  a  beneficial  effect  upon  others. 

Being  now  at  liberty  to  leave  London ;  and 
finding  his  mind  drawn  to  visit  Friends  in  the 
western  parts  of  England,  George  Fox  travelled 
into  Surrey,  Sussex,  Hampshire,  and  D orsets'.iirc, 
"  visiting  Friends  in  the  Lord's  power,  and  having 
great  meetings  amongst  tlunu."  Ringwood,  Pool,, 
and  Dorchester,  are  the  only  places  he  particularly 
mentions  in  tiiese  parts.  At  Dorchester,  the  con- 
stables and  orticers  of  the  town  came  to  the  meet- 
ing, uiulor  the  pretence  of  looking  for  a  Jesuit, 
whose  head  they  said  was  shaved.  They  took  olf 
Ge<)rge  Foxs  hat,  to  examine  his  head,  when  tliey 
found  that  the  mark  did  not  apply  to  him  ;  of 
which  il  seems  thev  had  been  misinformed.    Fmdr 
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ing  their  mistake,  and  tliat  the  company  was  dis* 
gusted  with  their  Conduct,  they  withdrew  with 
shame.  The  meeting,  which  was  very  large>^ 
many  soldiers  as  well  as  others  being  present,  was 
then  held  to  much  satisfaction ;  "  and  people  were 
turned  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  their  teacher, 
who  had  bought  them,  aud  would  reconcile  ihcn^ 
to  God." 

From  Dorsetshire  he  and  his  companions,  (for 
such  it  seems  he  had,)  came  into  Somersetsiiire, 
where,  he  says,  the  Presbyterians  and  other  Pro- 
fessors were  very  wicked,  and  often  disturbed 
Friends'  meetings.  The  following  affecting  cir- 
cumstance he  relates,  as  iiaving  occurred  in  that 
county.  One  time,  a  very  wicked  man  put  a 
bear's  skin  on  his  back,  with  v»iiich  he  played  his 
pranks  in  a  meeting;  and,  setting  Jiimself  opposite 
to  a  FrieiK:!  who  was  speaking,  he  lolled  his  tongue 
out  of  his  mouth,  and  made  sport  for  his  wicked 
companions  ;  causing  a  great  disturbance  in  the 
meeting.  But  as  he  returned  hoaie,  there  being 
a  bull-baiting  in  the  way,  he  stayed  to  see  it,  and 
coming  near  the  bull,  he  slruck  his  horn  under  the 
man's  chin,  into  bis  throat,  by  which  iiis  tongue 
was  forced  out  of  his  mouth,  as  he  had  placed  it 
in  derision,  in  the  meeting.  The  ball's  horn  run- 
ning up  into  the  man's  head,  he  was  swung  about 
in  a  terrible  manner ;  and  though  his  death  is  not 
mentioned,  it  does  not  sccni  like!}  he  could  long 
suu'vive  such  a  circumstance. 


IIFE    OP    GEORGE    FOX.  \53 

Travelling  through  Somersetshire  and  Devon- 
«hiie,  they  canie  to  Plvniouth,  from  \Ahlch  place 
thov  proceeded  to  Cornvvajl,  as  far  as  the  Land's 
]"]n(l,  having  "  many  precious  and  blessed  meetings, 
^^herein  the  convinced  were  established,  and  many 
were  added  to  them."  \\  hilst  in  Coniwall,  George 
Vo\,  whose  heart  seems  to  have  been  alw;iys  o])eii 
to  tlie  feelings  of,  humanity,  \\;is  much  distressed 
Xvith  the  conduct  of  the  |>eop!e,  in  cases  of  ship- 
Mreck.  It  seems  that  scarcely  any  exertions  were 
used  for  saving  the  lives  ot  the  distressed  seamen; 
but  the.  people,  *'  rich  and  poor,"  united  in  plun- 
dering the  property  of  the  vessels,  and  securing  it 
for  tlicir  own  private  advantage,  "^riiis  mduced 
George  to  write  and  publish  a  paper,  remonstrat- 
ing with  tlie  people  on  their  wicked  conduct,  and 
contra^^ting  it  widi  that  of  die  Heathens  in  the 
Island  of  Melita.  where  Paul  and  his  companions 
were  shij)wrecked.  I'o  this  letter  he  added  a 
postscript,  which  was  addressed  to  his  own  Friends ; 
and  as  it  exhibits  a  specimen  of  the  kind  of  morals 
vhich  he  inculcated,  as  well  as  shows  the  amiable 
tenderness  of  his  disjxjsition,  it  niay  not  be  im- 
proper to  transcidjc  it. 

*'  All  df^ar  Friends,  who  fear  the  TiOrd  God, 
loop  out  of  the  ravenous  world's  sj)iiit,  which 
hatN  to  raven  and  destroy,  and  is  out  of  the  Tsis- 
dum  of  God.  \\  hen  shi[)s  are  wrecked,  do  not 
run   to   destroy  and  m;ikc   ha\ock    of    bhip    aud 
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goods  with  the  world ;  but  run  to  save  the  mea 
and  the  goods  for  them;  and  so  deny  yourselves, 
and  do  unto  them  as  ye  would  they  should  do 
unto  you." 

Tliis  paper  was  of  considerable  service;  and 
Friends  complying  with  the  above  advice,  have 
particularly  exeited  themselves  to  assist  and  re- 
lieve distressed  seamen,  in  cases  of  shipwreck  ; 
which  George  Fox  says  "  is  an  act  to  be  prac- 
idsed  by  ajl  true  Cluistians." 


GHAP.  XIL 

l660'-~Fr07n  Cornuall  proceeds  It/  Devon  and  Somerset 
to  Bristol — Has  large  Meetings  there — Comes  to  IVor- 
Ccster^Great  Excesses  on  the  King's  return-— Visits 
his  Relations  in  Leicestershire — Comes  by  Derbyshire 
into  Yorkshire — Yearly  Meeting  at  Balby — General 
Meeting  at  Skipton-^Is  committed  to  Lancaster  Jail--^ 
/«  removed  to  London  and  libewtcd. 

JN  Cornwall,  George  Fox  had  many  satis^ 
factory  meetings ;  and  several  persons  of  eminence 
vere  convinced  in  tliat  county,  \vhoni  manifold 
sufferings  could  not  draw  from  their  principles. 
He  now  returned  into  Devonshire  and  Somerset- 
shire, visiting  Friends  till  he  came  to  Bristol. 
This  place  he  entered  on  a  seventh  day,  and  un- 
derstanding that,  the  day  before,  Friends'  meeting 
had  been  disturbed  by  the  soldiers,  who  were  en- 
couraged by  the  Mayor,  he  requested  four  Friends 
of  that  city  to  ap])]y  to  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen, 
'jud  to  request,  that  as  they  would  not  permit 
Fiieuds  to  meet  in  thejr  usual  place,  they  would 
accommodate  them  with  the  Town-riall,  offtring 
twenty  pounds  a  year  for  the  use  of  it,  and  en- 
gaging not  to  intcifere  wiili  the  public  business. 
'i"he  Friends  were  startled  at  this  request ;  but  at 
i.Migtli  consented  to  make  it,  and,  to  thiir  astunisU- 
HI'  ut.  found  the  Mayor  willinLj  lo  accept  the  pro- 
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posal  ;  but  being  only  one  among  many  vho 
had  the  power  of  acceding  to  it,  llie  offer  could 
not  immediately  be  complied  with.  The  Mayor's 
mind  was,  however,  softened  by  the  conduct  of 
these  Friends.  When  they  returned,  George  re- 
quested them  to  go  to  the  Colonel  of  the  regiment, 
whose  soldiers  had  been  so  abusive,  and  lay  their 
conduct  before  him;  but. this  the  Friends  declined, 
which  had  nearly  been  of  very  serious  conse- 
quence; for  at  the  meeting  next  day,  several  rude 
people  and  soldiers  came,  some  w ith  drawn  swoids, 
and  one  of  them  had  bound  himself  by  an  oath 
**  to  cut  down  and  kill  the  man  that  spoke."  lie 
pressed  through  the  crowd,  till  he  came  within 
about  two  yards  of  George  Fox,  who,  it  seems, 
Tvas  preaching.  The  four  Friends,  who  had  been 
requested  to  speak  to  the  Colonel,  were  near  him ; 
and  the  man,  entering  into  dispute  with  them, 
suddenly  put  up  Lis  sword ;  •'  for  the  Lord's 
power  came  over  all,  and  chairicd  him  with  the 
rest ;"  after  which  the  meeting  was  held  to  much 
satisfaction.  The  next  day,  the  four  Friends  went 
to  speak  to  the  Colonel  rc?-pectiug  the  coiuhict  of 
his  men,  who  not  only  reprimanded  the  soldiers, 
but  also  wounded  them  with  his  sword  whilst  the 
Friends  were  present.  This  George,  with  his 
•usual  humane  and  clirlsliiai  spirit,  blamed  the 
Friends  for  suffering  in  tluir  presence,  and  also 
fcf  not  going  to  the  Colonel  when  he  first  desired 
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it;  which  might  have  prevented  both  the  distur- 
bance at  the  meeting,  and  the  punishment  of  tlie 
men. 

After  this  a  general  meeting  was  held  at  Ed- 
ward Pyott's,  near  Bristol,  which  was  so  nume- 
rously attended,  both  by  Friends  and  others,  that 
the  people  who  remained,  said  the  city  looked 
naked.  Tlie  meeting  "  was  very  quiet,  many  glo- 
rious truths  were  opened  to  the  people;  and  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  was  set  up,  who  is  the  end  of 
all  figures  and  shadows  of  the  law,  and  of  the 
first  covenant." 

Leaving  Bristol  and  its  neighbourhood,  George 
Fox  went  by  *  Oldeston  and  Nailsvvovlh,  to 
Gloucester.  Here  they  had  a  peaceable  nitcling, 
though  the  city  was  at  that  time  in  a  very  agitated 
state,  the  inhabitants  and  soldiers  being  much  di- 
vided ;  one  part  being  for  the  Parliameiit,  and  the 
other  for  tlie  restoration  of  King  Charles.  George, 
however,  passed  quietly  out  of  the  town,  though 
some  of  the  King's  party  said,  after  he  was  gone, 
that  they  would  have  shot  him,  had  they  known 
who  he  was.  From  Gloucester  he  came  to 
Colonel  Grimes's,  where  was  held  a  large  general 

*  Oldeston  I  do  not  find  in  uny  Xumiiia  Villarnm.  I 
Si\p"j)Ubc  it  to  be  Olvcstun, 

o  C 
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meeting,  of  which  he  says,  "  the  Lord's  truth  an{3 
power  was  set  over  all."  He  proceeded  to 
Tewkesbury  and  Worcester ;  and,  in  his  travels, 
had  to  lament  the  rioting  and  drunkenness  which 
then  prevailed;  it  being  the  time  of  a  general 
election,  which  is  mostly  accompanied  with  ex- 
cesjses  and  animosities,  disgraceful  to  the  christian 
chaiacter.  At  this  time  the  state  of  parties  ren- 
dered it  worse  than  usual;  and  the  joy  that  many 
experienced,  at  the  prospect  of  the  King's  return, 
induced  them  to  indulge  in  all  those  excesses, 
which  too  ujany  people  think  the  only  mode  of 
demonstrating  their  pleasure.  Besides,  this  party 
was  always  considered  the  most  lax  in  its  morals, 
and  being  now  more  at  liberty,  they  manifested 
their  evil  propeuiitles  more  freely.  But  notwith- 
standing these  national  tumults,  George  Fox  and 
his  fiiends  enjoyed  ihemstlves  in  iheir  quiet  and 
peaceable  '.neetings  at  Worcester,  where  he  says  ; 
'*'  The  l^ord's  truth  was  set  over  all;  people  were 
finely  settled  therein,  and  Friends  praised  the 
Lord.     Nay,  I  saw  the  very  earth  rejoiced." 

Leaving  Worcester,  he  visited  the  meetings  of 
his  Friends,  till  he  came  to  liie  pLice  of  his  nati- 
vity, MJiere  he  spent  a  little  time  among  his  rela- 
tions ;  to  whom  he  appears  to  have  been  affec- 
tionately attached.  From  Driiytou  he  came  by 
Twycross  and  S waningtou,  to  Derby,  at  w  liich  j)lace 
.he  found  his  old  jailer  convinced  and  joined  to 
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friends.     Passing  through   Derbyshire  and  Not- 
tinghamshire, he  came  to  Synderhill  Green  and 
Balby,  in  Yorkshire.    At  this  place,  he  says,  "  our 
yearly  meeting  was  held,   in  a  great  orchard  of 
John  Kellam's."     Whether  this  meeting  \vas  for 
the  society  in  general,  or  only  for  Friends  in  that 
county  or  neighbourhood,  it  is  difficult  to  deter- 
mine ;  but  I  suppose  the  latter.     The  report  how- 
ever of  the   meeting  had  spread  to  York,   from 
Mhich  place  a  troop  of  horse  was  sent  to  disperse 
it.     Whilst  George  was  preaching,   two  trumpet- 
ers, sounding   their   trumpets,  rode    through    the 
midst  of  the  company  to   him ;    and   the  Captain 
who  was  with   them  commanded  George  to  come 
down ;  for  he  had  orders  to  disperse  the  meeting. 
They    then  entered  into   some    conversation,    by 
which  the    Captain   was   so  softened,  that  he  was 
induced   to   leave   a   few   of  his  men  to  attend  to 
their  proceedings,  who  permitted  the  meeting  to 
continue  to   its   regular   close;   wliich  was  about 
three    hours    after.       "  rricnds    passed    away    iu 
peace,  greatly  refreshed   with   the  presence  of  the 
Lord,   and  lilled   with  joy  and   gladness."     1  his 
was    a    singular  deliverance   from   the   malice  of 
tlunr  enemies ;  and   some  milllia   men,   who  pro- 
bably scut  to   York  for  the  troop  of  horse,  Mere 
much   enraired  at   the   Captuin  and  his  conipanv, 
for  not  proceeding   t)  greater  extremities.     The 
Captain  also  was  a  desperate  man.     George  i-ox 
o  o 
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had  met  with  him  in  Scotland,  uhere  he  told 
George,  "He  would  obey  his  superior's  com- 
mands, if  it  was  to  crucify  Christ,  or  execute  the 
great  Turk's  commands  against  tlie  Christians." 
But  the  "  eminent  power  of  the  Lord  chained 
both  him  and  his  troopers,  and  those  envious  mi- 
litia soldiers  also,  who  went  away,  not  having 
power  to  hurt  any,  nor  to  break  up  the  meeting." 
A  meeting  was  held  next  day  at  Warmsworth,  for 
X^riends  in  the  ministry ;  after  which,  those  who 
lived  at  a  distance  departed  homewards  ;  but  seve- 
ral were  arrested  and  conlined  for  a  short  time. 
On  the  day  that  the  meeting  at  Balby  was  held, 
General  Lambert,  who  w  as  opposed  to  the  King's 
return,  was  defeated,  which  produced  a  great 
bustle  in  the  nation  ;  and  Geoige  Fox  had  some 
difficulty  in  retaining  his  horse,  which  Land^ert's 
party  wished  to  purchase  from  him ;  but  he  re- 
fused to  part  wlih  it,  teiiing  them,  "  God  would 
confound  aud  scatter  them,"  which  was  venfied  in. 
a  few  days. 

Having  finished  his  service  at  Balby  and  Warms- 
worth,  he  travelled  Ity  *  iJurtou  Abbey,  au,!  1  bo- 
mas  ia)i...r's,  to  ^kiptoij.  Here  wns  hekl  "a 
general  mtetiug  of  Men  f  liouds  out  of  many 
■couiities,  concerning  liie  ah'uus  of  the  church,  both 

*  I  su|;pose  Bci.  I  j;i^  ur  JVIuuk  Brt:ttoiT„. 
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in  this  nation  and  beyo^wl  the  seas."  Although 
we  read  of  general  and  yearly  meetings  before  this, 
and  atdOther  places,  it  does  not  appear  that  they 
were,  like  this,  meetings  for  discipline,  so  that  the 
original  yearly  ;neeting,  of  which  that  now  held 
is  a  coutiuuation,  was  about  this  time  established 
at  Skipton,  in  Yorkshire.  This  meeting  George 
Fox  had  recommended  several  years  before,  and 
it  seems  this  was  not  the  first  that  was  held.  I^ts 
objects  were  to  collect  the  accounts  of  Friends* 
sufFernigs,  to  assist  them  in  procuring  redress ;  and 
to  provide  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  the  society, 
that  they  might  not  become  burdensome  to  their 
parishes.  At  the  first  establishment  of  this  meet- 
ing, several  Justices  and  oflicers  came  with  an 
intention  to  break  it  up;  but  when  they  under- 
stood the  naiure  of  the  business,  and  saw  the 
books  in  which  the  transactions  of  tlie  meeting 
were  entered,  they  were  much  pleased;  and  com- 
mended Friends'  praciice.  The  poor  also  of  the 
nei;;hbourhood,  sometimes  to  the  numbpr  of  two 
Inuidrcd,  j)artook  of  tiie  liberality  of  IVicnds, 
•\\ho  ga\c  to  each  of  (hem  a  ioitf  oJ  bread;  '*  for  we 
were  taught,"  sa}s  djis  liberal  minded  minister  of 
the  gospel  of  Christ,  "to  do  good  unto  all,  tiioUj^h 
especially  to  the  household  of  failh."' 

AVhen  this  men  incr  was    finislied,  he  went    to 
Laiicaslei,    visiun^  i'neuds   m  hi^   way.      From 
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Lancaster  he  went  to  Robert  Winders 's  house,  attd 
to  Arnside.  Here  was  held  a  general  meeting  for 
the  three  counties  of  Lancashire,  Westmoreland, 
and  Cumberland,  which  was  quiet  and  peaceable. 
Returning  home  with  his  friend  Robert  Widders, 
he  went  next  day  to  Swarthmore  ;  but  had  not 
been  long  there,  before  he  was  served  with  a  war- 
rant from  Henry  Porter,  a  Justice  under  King 
Charles.  When  George  was  apprehended,  he 
was  taken  first  to  Ulverstone,  where  he  was  de- 
tained that  night ;  and  the  next  day  was  conveyed 
to  Lancaster.  He  was  treated  with  great  rude- 
ness and  abuse,  and  the  apprehension  of  him  was 
considered  a  great  acquisition.  One  of  the  con- 
stables said  he  did  not  think  a  thousand  men 
could  have  taken  him ;  and  another  man  kneeled 
down  and  blessed  God  for  his  being  apprehended. 
When  he  came  to  Lancaster,  he  was  taken  before 
Justice  Porter,  who  it  seems  was  a  Major  in  the 
army,  and  a  young  inexperienced  man.  After  some 
conversation,  George  Fox  was  committed  to  the 
common  jail  at  Lancaster,  wiiere  lie  was  treated 
with  great  cruelty  by  the  under-jailer,  and  by 
many  others  who  came  to  see  him. 

Being  now  a  close  prisoner,  he  desired  two  of 
his  friends  to  apply  to  the  jailer,  for  a  copy  of  his 
mittimus  ;  which  they  were  refused,  but  were  per- 
mitted to  peruse  it ;  aad,  comniuiucating  the  licads 
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#f  it  to  George  Fox,  he  wrote  a  reply  to  it,  ex- 
posing the  falsity  of  such  of  the  accusatiuos 
brought  against  him,  as  contained  any  thing  con- 
trary to  the  peace  of  the  nation,  liis  friend  Mar- 
garet Fell,  who  was  now  become  a  widow,  also 
wrote  a\i  address  to  the  Magistrates  on  the  occa- 
sion ;  feeling  particularly  interested,  as  .George 
was  apprehended  at  her  house.  She  also  went  to 
Loudon,  to  speak  to  the  King  on  the  subject, 
where  Justice  Porter  met  her.  He  had  been  for- 
merly a  zealous  man  for  the  Parliament,  but,  like 
many  others  at  that  time,  he  changed  his  part}  as 
interest  led  him.  Several  of  the  courtiers,  how- 
ever, recognized  him  ;  and  reminded  him  of  his 
former  conduct,  in  plundering  their  houses,  aiwl 
other  acts  of  violence.  lie  tlierefore  hastened 
iiome,  and  manifested  a  dispotition  to  release  his 
prisoner :  but  iiaving,  in  the  mittimus,  unwisely, 
but  probably  w  illi  a  design  to  ingratiate  himself 
with  tiie  royal  party,  committed  George  a  prisoner 
till  he  should  be  delivered  by  the  King  or  Parlia- 
ment; it  was  not  in  his  power  to  release  him. 
George  was  therefore  continued  a  prisoner  at 
Lancaster  for  a  considi-rable  time  longer.  During 
his  conlincmcnt,  Ann  Curtis,  of  Reading,  in  Berk- 
shire, came  to  visit  hini.  Her  faliitir  being  having 
been  a  warm  IJoyalist,  was  executed  near  his  own 
door,  for^altemptmg  the  King's  restoration.  On  this 
account,  she  considered  herself  likeiy  to  have  some 
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influence  with  Charles,  and  therefore,  on  her  rt^ 
turn,  she  united  with  Margaret  Fell,  hi  applying 
to  him,  on  account  of  George  Fox's  imprisonment. 
When  the  King  knew  whose  daughter  Ann  Curtis 
was,  he  received  her  kindly ;  and  promised  to  send 
for  George  Fox  to  London,  and  hear  the  cause 
himself;  and  an  Habeas  Corpus  was  soon  after 
obtained  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  him ;  but 
some  legal  difficulties  being  thrown  in  the  way  by 
those  who  had  to  execute  the  writ,  and  wished  to 
detain  him  in  prison,  it  was  delayed  for  some 
tune.  During  this  interval,  George  was  not  un- 
employed, but  wrote  several  papers  or  epistles, 
one  of  which  was  addressed  to  the  King ;  and  as  it 
shows  the  honest  simplicity  of  his  iTianner  of  ad- 
dressing those  in  authority,  as  well  as  his  religious 
zeal  against  all  violence  and  vice,  I  shall  give  a 
copy  of  it. 

To  the  KING. 
"  King  Charles, 
"  Thou  camest  not  into  this  nation  by  sword, 
nor  by  victory  of  war  ;  but  by  the  power  of  the 
Lord.  Now  if  thou  dost  not  live  in  it,  thou  wilt 
not  prosper.  If  the  Lord  hath  shown  thee  mercy, 
ard  forgiven  thee,  and  thou  dost  not  show  mercy 
tivii  forgive,  God  will  not  hear  thy  prayers,  nor 
them  that  pray  for  thee.  If  thou  dost  not  stop 
persecution  and  persecutors,  and  take  away  all 
laws  that  hold  up  persecution  ;  but  if  thou  persist 
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ift  them  and  uphold  persecution,  that  will  ni^^Ve 
tliee  as  blind  as  those  that  have  gone  before  thee : 
for  persecution  hath  always  blinded  those  who 
have  gone  into  it.  Such  God  by  his  power  over- 
throws, doth  his  valiant  acts  upon,  and  bringeth 
salvation  to  his  oppressed  ones.  If  thou  bear  the 
sword  in  vain,  and  let  drunkenness,  oaths,  plays, 
maygames,  with  such  like  abominations  and  vani- 
ties be  encouraged,  or  go  unpunished  ;  as  the  set- 
ting of  maypoles,  with  the  image  of  the  crown 
atop  of  them,  Sec. ;  the  nations  will  quickly  turn 
like  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  and  be  as  bad  as  the 
old  world,  who  grieved  the  Lord  till  he  overthrew 
them  ;  and  so  he  will  you,  if  those  things  be  not 
suppressed.  Hardly  was  there  so  much  wicked- 
ness at  liberty  before,  as  there  is  at  this  day,  as 
though  there  was  no  terror  nor  sword  of  magis- 
tracy ;  which  doth  not  grace  a  government,  nor  is 
a  praise  to  them  that  do  Avell.  Our  prayers  are 
for  them  that  are  in  authority,  that  under  them  we 
may  live  a  godly  life,  in  which  we  have  peace ;  and 
that  wc  may  not  be  brojight  into  ungodliness  by 
them.  Hear  and  consider,  and  do  good  in  thy 
lime,  whilst  thou  hast  power :  be  merciful  and 
forgive  ;  that  is  the  way  to  obtain  the  kingdom  of 
Christ.  "G.  IV 

Tims  (lid  this  suffering  christian  plead  the  cause 
of  God  uiui  man;  and  whilst  he  rccomnicudcd  the 
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l^r<7inotion  of  religion  and  virtue,  he  endeavoured 
to  induce  the  King  to  a.  lenient  conduct  towards 
those,  who  had  not  only  been  his  own  and  his  fa- 
ther's enemies ;  but  from  whom  Greorge  Fox  and 
iiis  Friends  had  suffered  much  persecution. 

Tlie  principal  difficulty  which  at  last  ob- 
structed his  removal  to  London,  w  as  the  fear  of 
the  expense,  which  the  Sheriff  wished  to  impose 
upon  his  prisoner;  with  whom  he  first  proposed 
to  send  a  party  of  horse,  and  afterwards  the  jailer 
and  some  bailiffs.  But  finding  that  he  could  not 
bring  George  Fox  to  his  terms,  the  Sheriff  at 
length  agreed  to  let  him  go  without  any  guard, 
taking  his  own  time  and  way,  and  to  have  a  Friend 
or  two  of  his  own  with  him ;  he  giving  expectation 
that  he 'would  be  in  London  on  a  certain  day  of 
tJie  term,  and  appear  before  the  Judges.  Being 
now  liberated,  he  went  first  to  Swarthmore  to  re- 
cruit himself;  and  after  resting  there  two  or  three 
days,  he  took  his  journey  to  London ;  Richard 
liubberthorn  and  Robert  Widders  being  his  com- 
panions. Tliey  travelled  through  Lancashire, 
Cheshire,  Staffordshire,  Warwickshire,  &c.  and  in 
about  three  weeks  reached  London.  The  morn- 
ing after  their  arrival,  tliey  \Aent  to  the  chanibeis 
of  Judge  Mallelt,  who  was  ihtu  preparing  himself 
for  trying  some  of  the  King's  Judges  ;  several  of 
whom  had  already  suffered.    Ilie  Judge  proposed 
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tlielr  coming  another  time,  with  which  they  com- 
phed,  and  found  Chief  Justice  Foster  v.ith  him. 
Ksquire  Marsh,  one  of  the  King's  Bed  Chamber, 
accompanied  George,  who,  on  his  admission,  de- 
livered llie  charge  against  himself ;  and  when 
the  Judges  read  that  part,  which  charged  him  and 
his  Friends  \vith  imbroiling  the  nation  in  blood, 
they  were  so  astonished,  that  they  struck  their 
hands  on  the  table.  George  Fox  then  informed 
them  that  he  Mas  the  man  against  whom  tlie 
charge  Mas  made.  After  some  time,  they  sent 
for  the  Marshal  of  the  King's  Bench,  and  desired 
him  to  secure  the  prisoner;  but  not  to  pu'  liiia 
among  the  other  prisoners.  The  Marshal,  how- 
ever, having  no  room  at  liberty,  the  prison  being 
then  unusually  full,  the  Judges  concluded  to  leave 
him  to  provide  for  himself;  he  enjiagiiig  to  ap- 
pear, about  ten  o'clock  the  next  morning,  at  the 
King's  Bench,  in  Westminstcr-IIall,  with  only  this 
Tcserve,  "  If  the  Lord  give  me  strength."  It 
seems  George  Fox  was  not  a  stranger  to  Judge 
Foster,  fur  he  said  to  tlie  other  Judge,  "If  he 
(George)  says  yes,  and  promises  it,  you  may  take 
his  word.'' 

Tlie   next   ilay,    at    the   hour    appointed,    ac- 
companied by  his  two  fiiends  and  I'squiio  MarsJi, 
he    presented    himself    at    the    Court    of    I\iii;j;'s 
Bench,  and  being  brought  into  the  midst  of  it,  he 
p 
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addressed  the  Court  in  this  manner  :  "  Peace  be 
among  you."     The  cliarge  was   then   read;   and 
■when  they  came  to  that  part,  wliich  charged  him 
and  his  friends  with  imbroiling  the  nation  in  blood, 
he  stretched  out  his  arms  and  said,  "  I  am  the 
man  whom  that  charge  is  against ;"   and  proceed- 
ing,   he    showed    the   utter   improbabihty    of  its 
truth,  from  liis  being  permitted  to  come  from  I^on- 
caster  without  any  guard,   or  even  giving  bail  for 
his  ap})earance.     The  Judges  and  the  people  be- 
haved with  moderation  and   kindness,   seeing   the 
ease  in  its  proper  light;   but  there  seemed  some 
difficulty  in  bringing  the  matter  to  a  regular  conclu- 
sion.    Esquire  Marsh  told  the  Court,  that  it  was 
the  King's   pleasure   that  George  Fox  should   be 
set  at  liberty,  as  no  accuser  appeared  against  him. 
He  was  then  asked  whether  he  would  put  it  to  the 
King  and  Council,   to  which  he  answered,  "  Yes, 
with  a  good  will."    The  consequence  of  this  was, 
that  he  was  soon  liberated,  w  ithout  a  personal  aj> 
pearance  before  the  King,    after   having   been  a 
prisoner  about  twenty  weeks.     He  was  advised, 
by  some  persons  in  authority,   to  take  the  advan- 
tage of  the  law  against  Justice  Porter  and  others, 
who  committed  him;  and  the  Justice  i'ldoed  was 
much  afraid   of  it;  but  George,  witli   his  wonted 
liberality,  declined  the  proposal;,  leaving  tlirm  to 
Ihc  Lord,  and  not  lioiibliiig  himself  with  thcirf. 


CHAP.  xnt. 

lG()0-2 — Short  Cessation  of  Persecution — Ucneiud  m 
aceount  of  the  Conduct  of  the  Tijlh  3Io/iarchj/  Men-^ 
George  Fox,  in  London,  is  taken  up  and  liberated— • 
Everts  himself  for  his  svffering  Friends  here,  and  in 
Kcii  England  and  Malta — Cocs  to  Bfislol — Re  tarns 
to  l^ndon — 'I'raxds  Norfhxcard — Is  inipri.soned  in  Lei- 
cestershire, and  liberated — rvetitrns  to  London  —  Visits 
the  Eastern  Counties,  and  comes  again  to  London. 

G  EORGK  FOX  and  his  rrlcnds  had  r.ow  a 
short  relaxation  fioni  suffering.  The  King  com- 
iiienced  his  icign,  \>ilh  an  iiilcntiou  of  granting 
full  liberty  of  conscience,  consistently  with  a  de»- 
claration  which  he  iliatl.^,  at  I'rcda,  j)re\ioui;ly  to  his 
return.  About  seven  lumchcd  Friends,  \\ho  were 
imprisoned  for  iheir  religious  principles,  were  now 
.set  at  liberty;  and  the  face  of  things  \\as  very  dif- 
ferent, with  respect  to  religious  toleration;  but  a 
circumstance  occurred  at  this  jiMicture,  which 
materially  changed  the  scone.  i\bout  this  time, 
the  wicked  insurrection  of  the  Fifth  Monarchy- 
nun  brol.c  out,  by  which  a  great  connnotion  was 
excited  in  th.e  wliolc  nation.*     All  dissenters,  it 

*  The  rirtl)  MoiTTirrliy  Men  \v(to  a  sft  v>in  nrose 
in  till-  time  u(  Cron.wtll,  eNpectiiig  Christ's  suij.kii  lip- 
}n.ir;tiire  iijion  (i'.;tli,  to  (stJthli'-h  n  iie\v  kin<:ii.»!i)  ;  n;i<l  :u1:- 
in^  in  cniiseiiii.'iire  of  this,  iilu^.i()i,,  aimed  iit  the  .M.ibve'.>i;>t\ 
of  all  human  jjoveniuicnt. 

T>  2 
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^ecrns,  were  involved  in  suspicion,  and  their  meet- 
ings attempted  to  be  suppressed.    The  insurrection 
of  these  deluded  men  took  place  whilst  Geo.  Fox 
was  in  London ;  and  he,  fearing  probably  that  Iris 
Friends   would    be   suspected,   having   had   large 
meetings  the  day  before,  went  the  next  morning 
to  Whitehall ;  and  a  number  of  his  Friends  came 
to  him  at  a  house  in  Pall-Mall,  though  it  was  theix 
■very  dangerous   to   walk   in  the   streets,    the   city 
being   generally  in  arms.     He  continued  in  Pall 
IVfall,    till    the    First    Day    following,    intending 
to  be  at  meeting  there  that  ilay;  but  the  night  bc- 
foie  a  party  of  soldiers  come  to  arrest  him,  and 
would  have  exccatcd  their  jiurpose,  had    they  not 
been  prevented  by  Enquire  Miusli,  who,  out  of  his- 
reguitl  lor  George  Fox,  slexA  in  the  house  to  j)ro- 
tcct  him.     It  was,  hewcver,  agreed  that  he  should 
be  ready  in  the  mcjrniug,  when  the  soldiers  were  to 
return   for  him ;    but   before  tliey  came,   another 
party  had  taken   him  away   to    Whitehail.      The 
sukliers  and  })eoj>]e  were  verv  rude  in  their  beha- 
viour  to  liim  ;  yet  t!us   did   not  prevent  George 
"from  en-;e:tvouring  to  turn   them  from   the  evil  of 
llicir  wa.s,  aL;d  p'eaching  tl:e  truth  to  them.   Some 
persons  in  authoriiy  coming  by  at  this  lime,  ordered 
him  to  be  put  into  a  place  of  close  confinement; 
but  he  did  not  continue  long  Uiere,  his  kmd  tnend 
?*Iarsh  having  spoken  to  Lord  Gerrard  on  his  be- 
half; mIio  ordered  George  Fox  to  be  set  at  liberty. 
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He  now  exerted  himself  as  much  as  possible  ta 
iisslst  his  Friends  in  their  distress,  and  with  some 
others  drew  up  a  paper,  disclaiming  all  concern  iix 
jdots  and  fighting ;  but  such  was  the  violence  of 
the  times,  that  it  was  seized  and  suppressed  whilst 
it  was  printhjg.  George,  however,  wiih  his  usual 
intrepidity,  never  flinched  from  danger  when  likely 
to  be  useful  ;  but  went  about  the  city,  in  this 
j)eriious  time,  visiting  his  l'"rlends  and  encou- 
raging them  under  their  sufi'erings.  He  also  wrote- 
a  consolatory  epistle  to  those  whom  he  could  not 
personally  visit ;  and  the  former  declaration  against 
plots  and  lighting  being  lost,  whilst  in  the  press, 
another  was  drawn  up  and  printed,  copies  of  which 
were  sent  to  the  King  and  Council,  and  otiiers 
sold  in  the  streets  of  London  and  elsewhere.  It  was^ 
presenl(;dto  the  King  on  the  21st  of  1  Ith  month, 
KjfiO,  and  seems  to  have  been  of  considerable  ser- 
vice. \Vhil3t  (ieorgc  Vo\  was  thus  mgageci, 
^Margaret  Fell  ami  Thomas  Moor,  with  some 
otlicr  Friends,  applied  to  the  King  peis<)nall\> 
■who,  after  much  importunity,  issued  a  cleclaratiou 
tliat  Fiienus  should  he  set  at  liberty,  without  pav- 
ing lees.  ]Vlany  thousands  were  in  prison,  in  <'on- 
secjiuMuc  of  the  rising  of  the  I'ifth  Moiuncliv-inen, 
wliicli  threw  susjucioii  on  ail  who  \\':re  not  muni- 
A'slly  of  the  Iioyal  party.  Partly  from  fvdv,  and 
V>arlly  from  revenge,  much  Ijlood  was  shed  tiiis 
vear,  ou  variyus  accounts.  "This,""  sa>s  Gsorji^G 
p  3 
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Fox,  "  was  sad  work,  destroying  people  contrary 
to  the  nature  of  Christians,  who  have  the  nature 
of  sheep  and  lambs.  But  there  was  a  secret  hand 
in  bringing  this  day  upon  that  hypocritical  genera- 
tion of  professors,  who  being  got  into  power,  grew 
proud,  haughty  and  cruel  beyond  others,  and  per- 
secuted the  people  of  God  without  pity."  Here 
he  enlarges  much  on  their  faithless  conduct,  and 
relates  many  warnings  which  they  received  from' 
different  Friends,  without  the  desired  effect.  He 
also  gives  thfe  following  instance  of  their  intolerant 
spirit :  At  a  time  when  some  liberty  was  granted  by 
the  government,  a  priest  of  Plymouth,  in  great  re- 
pute under  the  Commonwealth,  prayed  "  that  God 
would  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  the  chief  magis-" 
tratcs  of  the  nation,  to  remove  this  cursed  tolera-' 
tion."  Nor  was  this  a  solitary  instance,  for  several 
other  priests  prayed  against  it  by  the  name  of  "  the 
intolerable  toleration."  O  temporal  O  mores! 
O  preces!*  "Say  not  the  former  times  were 
better  than  these." 

In  the  year  \66],  acrount.'J^werc  rercivcd  in  this 
nation,  of  the  cruel  persecution  of  Frieud>i  in  New 
England,  several  of  \\i)om  were  put  to  death  for 
their  religion.  At  llie  time  of  their  execution, 
George   Fox   was  piisouer   in   Lancaster  Castle- 

^  What  times!    What  tnannci's!  Wlwt  prayers  ! 
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■where  he  had  a  sense  of  their  sufferings,  and  felt 
as  if  the  halter  was  put  about  his  own  neck.     Oa 
receiving  the  account  which  confunied  these  feel- 
ings,    application   was    made    to    the    King,    by 
Triends  here,  on  behalf  of  their  suffering  brethren 
in  America  ;  and  a  mandamus  was  readily  granted, 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  cruelties  exercised  by  the  per- 
secutors of  New  England.    George  Fox  says  they 
"  were  a  people  who   fled  out  of  Gld    England, 
from  the   persecution  of  the   Bishops  ;  but  when 
they  had  got   power  into  their  hands,  they  so   far 
exceeded  the  Bishops  in  severity  and  cruelty,  that 
whereas  the   Bishops  had  made  ll:eni  pay   twelve 
pence  a  Sunday,  (so  called, )  for  not  coming  to  their 
■worship  here,  they  imposed  a  fnie  of  five  shillings 
a  day,  upon  such  as   should   not  conform  to  their 
"will- worship    llieic ;    and  spoiled    the    go(jds    of 
Fnends  that  couhl  not   pay  it."     ^ihe  inconsistent 
and  violent  conduct  of  tlie^^e   great  pretenders  to 
religion,  sertns  to  have  ollen  kindled  (itrorge  Eox's 
honest  indi'^nalion.      Some  of  the   New    lingland 
magistrates  coming  over  to  England,  he  and  odier 
Friends  took  several    opportunities   of  converging 
^vith    diem  ;   by   wliich    the    magistrates    were    so 
alarmeti,  lest  they  slionld    be   prosocu.lod  tor  mur- 
der,  that   they   soon    returned    to    New    England, 
Some  of  the  old  Royalists  were  very  desirous  that 
Friends  would  prosecute  them  :.  be.t  George  [oy. 
aajs,  widiliis  ubiud  Cluu-lian  spinl;  *'  \\ctoki  ihein- 
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that  we  left  tliem  to  the  Lord,  to  whom  vengeance 
belonged;^  and  he  would  repay  it." 

The  Episcopal  Church  being  now  restored,  the 
Bishops  and  Clergy  were  earnest  in  tlie  re-establish- 
ment of  their  form  of  worship ;  and  not  content  m  ith 
the  liberty  of  worshippingGod  themselves,according 
to  their  own  judgment,  they  endeavoured  to  obtain 
laws,  in  Mhich  they  were  too  successful,  to  com" 
pel  others  to  conform  to  the  same,  "^lliis  induced 
George  Fox  to  publish  a  paper  on  the  nature  and 
freedom  of  Christ's  worship,  and  on  llie  inipio- 
priety  of  using  compulsory  means  to  promote  or 
establish  it.  He  was  also,  about  this  time,  en- 
gaged in  verbal  controversies  with  people  of 
almost  all  religious  professions.  'J  he  Papists  and 
Jesuits  were  then  disposed  to  speak  favourably 
of  Friends,  and  endeavoured  to  ingratiate  them- 
selves into  their  favour  ;  but  George  seems  to 
have  been  soon  sensible  of  their  iiosiucerity  ;  and, 
in  a  discourse  with  them,  laid  oj)en  their  cirors 
and  superstitions,  so  that  they  no  longer  manifested 
the  same  favourable  disposition.  His  intuition 
into  the  characters  of  those  with  whom  he  con- 
versed, and  his  uncommon  integrity  and  firmness 
of  mind,  made  him  alike  uninfluenced  either  by 
fear  or  favour  ;  and  gave  him  also  such  an  honest, 
though  not  a  haughty,  independence  of  mind;  aa 
few  men  have  possessed,- 
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He  now  resided  a  considerable  time  in  London; 
attending  to  various  matters  relating  to  the  society, 
Avluth  he  had  been  the  means  of  establishing.— 
lie  took  one  journey  into  Essex,  and  had  some 
very  large  meetmgs  at  Colchester,  i^lear  Cogges- 
hall,  a  priest  was  convinced  ;  and  George  had  a 
meeting  at  his  house.  But  about  this  time,  the 
j)eoj)le's  minds  were  so  much  inflamed  .with  the, 
conduct  of  the  Fifth  Monarchy-men,  that  religious 
meetings  of  dissenters,  and  particularly  of  Friends, 
were  much  disturbed.  That  people  had  fixed  the 
year  l()(j6  for  Christ's  personal  appearance  on 
earth ;  and  expected  that  the  Saints  would,  by  the 
means  of  war,  obtain  the  government.  A\  ith 
these  sentiments  Gco/ge  Fox  was  so  far  from 
uniting,  that  li«  had,  by  a  paper  which  he  pub- 
lished, eiideavcuicd  to  lay  onen  ihoir  errors  ;  but, 
when  popular  prejudice,  esj;eeially  if  accompanied 
with  the  fear  of  personal  injury,  is  o.ice  excited,  it 
is  not  soon  allayed  ;  and  miniy  peri,f.ns,  at  this 
tinjc,  sufiVrcd  very  in;:occnlly,  on  account  of  the 
con(kict  of  these  misguided  rciigioiiists. 

About  this  time,  a  circumstance  occurred,  on  a 
subject  »AhK'ii  had  cai'.std  considerable  exercise  to 
Fii(Mi<is.  Ti'.r  !(>'j:alily  of  thtir  marriages,  though 
tliev  liad  bcfu  conducted  with  great  deliberation 
ar.d  soleniri'v,  wns  sonictiines  disputed  ;  and  nujch 
uuccrtaiatv  seems   to  have  existed  on  the  subject^ 
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but  George  Fox  relates  a  trial  at  the  Assizes  at 
Nottingham,  this  year,  before  Judge  Archer,  by 
■which  their  legality  was  fully  established ;  nor  has 
it  been,  I  believe,  since  that  time,  brought  into 
dispute.  Tiilj  trial  must  have  afforded  great  relief 
to  the  rising  Society;  and  would,  no  doubt,  excite 
grateful  feelings  in  their  minds. 

The  testimony  \vhich  George  Fox  and  his 
friends,  considered  it  their  duty  to  bear  against 
SAvearing  of  all  kinds,  subjected  them  to  the  mali- 
cious administration  of  the  oaths  of  Allegiance 
and  Supremacy,  by  those  who  were  unfavourably 
disposed  towards  them.  Although  their  fidelity 
to  the  Government  was  not  disputed,  they  being, 
willing  in  the  ino*t  soletnn  manner  they  consist- 
ently could,  to  declare  their  assent  to  the  subjects 
of  these  oaths ;  yet  their  enemies  often  made  use 
of  this  means,  to  subject  them  to  great  suffering. 
On  this  occasion,  George  Fox  gave  forth  a  short 
piece  on  oalhs,  in  which  he  concisely  states  the 
argument  in  this  manner  :  The  world  saith,  "  Kiss 
the  book;"  but  tlye  book  sailh,  "  Ki>s  the  Son, 
lest  he  be  angry;"  and  the  Son  sailh,  '^  Swear 
not  at  all;  but  keep  to  jea  ;;iul  nt'.y  in  all  your 
communication ;  for  what  is  more  than  this  coni- 
eth  of  evil."  JNolwilhslauding  thit:  clear  and  sinijjle 
argument,  not  only  the  practice  of  swearing  con- 
tinued; but  those  who  conscientiously  declined  itj, 
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viere  subjected  to  great  suffering,  oil  tliis  as  well 
as  other  accounts.  So  numerous  and  grievous  were 
tliese  sufferings,  that  George  Fox  and  Richard 
llubberthorn,  presented  an  account  of  them  to  the 
King;  in  which  they  state,  that  three  thousand  one 
hundred  and  seventy-three  persons  of  their  So- 
ciety, had  been  imprisoned  during  the  Commoii- 
wealili,  for  their  religious. principles;  thirty-two 
of  whom  had  died,  and  seventy-three  still  remained 
in  prison.  'I1»ey  also  stated  that,  since  the  King's 
restoration,  three  thousand  and  sixty-eight  of  their 
Friends,  had  been  imprisoned,  besides  many  other 
sufferings  to  which  ihey  were  subjected.  These 
things  were  strongly,  but  modestly,  laid  before  the 
King  ;  yet  we  have  reason  to  believe  with  very 
little  effect. 

George  Fox  seems  to  have  possessed  great  sen- 
sibility of  mind,  for  the  sufferings  of  others;  and 
we  may  naturally  suppose,  those  of  his  own  So- 
ciety would  particularly  engage  his  attention.  In 
the  year  iGG'Z,  being  informed  of  the  imprison- 
ment of  Catharine  Evans  and  Sarah  Chevcrs,  ia 
the  Inquisition  on  the  Island  of  Malta,  he  a])plicd 
to  a  Roman  Catholic  Nobleman,  ( l.ord  D'Aubigny) 
who  promised  to  use  his  inllneiice  to  obtain  their 
release;  anil  which  he  at  length  effected.  M  itli 
him,  (u'orge  had  some  very  fice  and  salisTactorV 
nliuiou.s  conversation  ;  and  uevei  heard  a  Rapist 
confess  so  much  as  he  did. 
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Having  continued  nearly  two  j^ears  in  and  about 
London,  he  again  went  into  the  country,  taking 
Alexander  Parker  and  Joliii  Stnbbs  with  him. 
Visijting  the  meetings  of  Friends  in  tljeir  way,  they 
came  to  Bristut^  where  persecution  was  very  hot; 
but  this  was  no  discouragement  to  his  intrepid 
spirit.  He  continued  here  about  two  weeks, 
and,  on  the  latter  first  day,  which  he  spent  in  that 
city,  his  friends,  knowing  of  tiie  resolution  which 
the  Magistrates  had  formed  to  take  him,  and  that 
they  had  even  raised  the  Trained  Bands,  used 
much  persuasion  to  discourage  luin  fronj  attend- 
ing the  meeting.  He  desired  them  to  go 
to  it,  without  informing  them  of  his  own 
intention.  However,  he  soon  followed,  and 
Avhen  he  came  to  the  meeting,  a  wonian  Friend 
(Margaret  Thomas)  Mas  })reaching.  Soon  after 
she  had  concluded,  George  stood  up,  which  at 
first  excited  great  fear  and  concern  in  l!ie  minds 
of  his  timid  friends;  but  the  power  with  MJiich  he 
spake  soon  removed  their  fear;  and  to  use  his 
own  words,  "  an  heavenly  glorious  meeting  we 
had.''  After  preaching,  he  was  engaged  in  sup- 
plication; and  during  these  religious  public  en- 
gagements no  interruption  was  given.  The  soldiers 
who  were  to  have  broken  up  this  nieeliug,  had 
been  engaged  elsewhere ;  and  w  lieu  they  came 
here,  the  mcetiiig  was  separated.  At  tlie  eonclu- 
;fion  of  tlie  meeting,  George,  with  that  pious  re- 
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ference  to  a  Divine  Providence  M'hich  he  con- 
stantly manifested,  told  his  friends,  "  that  now 
they  might  see  there  was  a  God  in  Israel  that 
could  deliver."  "  It  was  indeed,"  he  says,  "  the 
immediate  power  of  the  Lord  that  preserved  me 
out  of  their  hands  at  Bristol,  and  over  the  heads 
of  all  our  persecutors  ;  and  the  Lord  alone  is  wor- 
thy of  all  the  glory,  who  did  uphold  and  preserve 
for  his  name  and  truth's  sake." 

Leaving  Bristol,  he  came  through  Wiltshire  and 
Berkshire  to  London,  having  large  meetings  in  his 
way,  respecting  which  he  says :  "-llie  Lord's 
power  was  over  all,  and  a  blessed  time  it  was  for 
the  spreading  of  his  glorious  truth."  He  did  not 
continue  long  in  London,  but  travelled  northward^ 
till  he  came  into  Leicestershue ;  having  John 
Stubbs  with  him.  At  Swaniiigton,  he  was  ar- 
rested by  Lord  Beaumont  and  a  c  >;Mp.iry  of 
soldiers,  whilst  in  a  Friend's  house;  and  nothing 
sufHcient  appearing,  on  which  to  ground  a  com- 
mitment, the  oaths  of  Allegiance  and  Supremacy 
were  tcudered;  for  the  rei'usal  of  which,  and  he- 
cause  they  *•  were  to  have  had  a  meeting,"  lie 
tomnultfd  several  persons  to  Leicester  jail.  It 
was,  however,  veiy  diflicult  to  iind  anv  one  to 
convey  ihcm  tliere,  it  being  liar\e.sl  time,  a.id  the 
peojflc  disliking;  the  employment,  of  takiii]  J  eir 
;ijuoceut  and  rei^|)cctable  licij^liljouis  to  pui^^ii. 
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One  man  was  with  some  difficulty  hired,  who  con- 
veyed theni  to  Leicester,  \Ahere  they  were  first 
taken  to  an  inn,  the  occupier  of  which,  being  a 
Magistrate,  kindly  interested  himself  to  prevent 
their  going  to  jail ;  but  several  Friends  being  there 
already,  George  Fox  and  his  company  preferred 
their  society,  to  remaining  in  confinement  else- 
v.here.  The  Jailer  was  a  man  of  an  unkind  dis- 
position, and  had  treated  the  Friends  there  with 
great  cruelty;  particularly  in  their  meetings  which 
"they  held  in  the  prison  ;  on  which  occasions,  if 
any  of  them  were  engaged  in  public  prayer,  he 
would  come  among  them  with  his  staff,  and  beat 
and  abuse  them;  but  a  mastiff  dog  which  accom- 
panied him,  and  which  possessed  more  humanity 
than  his  master,  would  frequently  seize  his  staff 
and  take  it  from  him,  when  he  was  using  it  in  this 
unchristian  manner.  Notwithstanding  this  violent 
disposition  in  the  Jailer,  George  Fox  held  meet- 
ings every  first  day  in  the  prison  yard;  to  which 
life  prisoners  of  all  descriptions  were  invited,  and 
several  others  attended.  "  Some,"  he  observes, 
**  received  the  Lord's  truth  there,  who  stood  faith- 
ful witnesses  for  it  ever  smce." 

Wlien  the  time  of  tlie  Quarter  Sessions  came 
on,  Geoige  Fox,  and  about  tuenty  ot!i(,T  fViciuis, 
vvere  brought  into  court,  wljore  the  oaths  were 
a^aia  tendered  to  eusuure  llieui.    Afltr  some  time 
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they  were  put  upon  their  trial,  and  the  JU17  found 
tlieni  guilty,  on  a  mittimus  which  did  not  charge 
tliem  with  the  hreixh  of  any  laws,  but  that  "  tliey 
were  to  have  a  meeting."  The  administration  of 
law  and  equity,  was  indeed  still  mixed  with  vio- 
lence and  oppression;  pnrty  spirit,  in  these  trou- 
blesome times,  greatly  prevailing  in  those  courts^ 
which  ought  to  have  administered  justice  to  the 
people,  and  to  have  softened  the  temper  of  the 
times.  Though  the  prisoners  were  found  guilty, 
and  remaudt'd  to  jail;  yet  the  Court,  sensible,  it 
seems,  of  tht;  impropriety  of  the  mittimus,  or  from 
son)e  other  cause,  sent  the  Jailer  with  a  message 
which  he  delivered  in  these  civil  terms:  "  Gentle- 
men, it  is  the  Court's  pleasure  that  ye  should  be 
SL't  at  liberty,  exct>pt  those  that  are  in  fur  tithes  : 
and  you  know  there  are  fees  due  to  me  ;  but  I 
ihall  leave  it  to  you  to  give  me  what  you  v»ill/' 

Georgp  Fox  and  his  friends  being  now  liberated, 
he  ri  tunii  (1  to  S\\auingloii,fro'.n  which  i>hirehc\vas 
ronanitted;  and  went  to  J^iid  l>(>;unnor.t,  with  a 
letter  he  had  received  Ironi  Lord  1  la'^tiiiu'^,  urit- 
ten  m  J^ondon,  addressed  to  the  J  usli(  (■•,  of  the 
Session.  This  letter  George  did  not  ihuik  proper 
to  d<,'li\er  to  llieni,  thuu;^h  intended  to  })rooure  hi-*- 
liberty.  Btauniont,  however,  still  threatened, 
that  if  he  and  Ins  friends  luul  anv  more  meeliims 
at  Swanmgton,  he  wuidd  break  iheni  ii]),  and  senU 
2  '-5 
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the  Friends  again  to  prison ;  which,  however,  he 
did  not  put  in  execution,  though  George,  notwith- 
standing his  threats,  had  a  meeting  at  that  time 
with  his  friends  at  this  place. 

He  now  passed  through  the  counties  of  War- 
wick, Northampton,  and  Bedford,  to  London, 
v'here  he  staid  but  a  short  time ;  and  went  into 
Es-ex,  Suffolk,  Norfolk,  and  Lincolnshire;  re- 
turning by  Cambridgeshire  and  Hertfordshire  to 
Loi»<lon.  Of  this  journey  he  observes,  "  The 
i^uid'a  power  carried  us  over  the  persecuting  spi- 
rits, and  through  many  dangers  ;  and  his  truth 
spread  and  greW;  and  Friends  were  established 
therein;  praises  and  glory  to  his  name  for  ever!" 


CHAP.  XIV. 

l6G'2-3 — Visits  Friends  in  the  City — Traxds  into  Kenf^ 
Sussex,  Si'C.  to  Cornnall — Returns  tltrougk  Dtron, 
Bristol,  SjC.  to  WuUs — Thence  into  the  ^Northern,' 
Counties  as  far  as  Nortliumberland  and  Cumberland-— 
Comes  to  Szvarthmore—Is  cotmnittcd  to  Ixmcaster  Jail 
—Undergoes  a  long  and  cruel  Imprisonment  there  and 
at  Scarboroug/i. 

CjEORGE  fox  now  contiinied  in  London 
a  short  lime,  vl.sliing  the  meetings  of  his  iViends, 
"  whielx  were  very  large,  and  the  Lord's  power 
Mas  over  all."  He  and  Thomas  IJriggs,  leaving 
the  city,  travelled  into  Kent,  and  had  meetings  at 
iVshford,  Cranhrook,  and  Tenterden.  At  tiie  last 
})Iace  they  were  arrested  l)y  an  ofiicer  with  a  party 
of  soldiers,  and  exan/med  hy  him,  the  flavor  ot" 
thephuc,  afid  a  Lieutenant;  all  of  %\ horn  were. 
Justices  of  the  Pence,  After  a  long  examination, 
in  which  George  lox  iiad  -an  opportunity  of  ex- 
])Iaiiiiiig  various  matters,  and  of  givmg  them  some." 
religious  advice,  they,  b(  ing  sensible  of  his  and  his 
friend  s  innocence,  at  length,  liberated  them  in  a 
handsome  manner,  >vhich  lie  as  hand.'^omciy  ac- 
knowledged; telling  them  theiv  civility  wti^ 
jBoble, 
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Frpm  Tenterden,  George  and  his  companion 
went  to  Newick,  iu  Sussex,  and  had  several  large 
meetings  in  that  county  and  Hampshire.  After 
having  a  good  meeting  at  Southampton,  they  went 
to  Pulmer,  or  Pulner,  iu  the  parish  of  Ringvvood; 
where  a  monthly  meeting  was  to  be  held  the  next 
day.  The  report  of  this  meeting  and  of  George 
Fox  attending,  seems  to  have  spread  and  caused 
some  alarm ;  so  that  the  Trained  Bands,  a  sort  of 
local  militia,  I  suppose,  were  raised  to  break  it 
,up.  Coming  to  the  place,  a  considerable  time 
before  the  meeting,  they  did  not  wait  till  it  com- 
menced; but  taking  some  Friends  with  them,  whom 
they  found  in  the  house  or  met  on  the  way,  they 
dejiarted.  Tlie  meeting,  which  was  very  large, 
was  held  without  any  disturbance,  and  with  much 
satisfaction.  The  Magistrates  being  informed^ 
that  notwithstanding  their  attempts  to  prevent  it, 
the  meeting  was  held,  sent  the  soldiers  a  second 
time,  but  too*  late ;  for  it  was  then  over,  and 
Friends  gone  ;  by  which  the  persecuting  Magi- 
strates and  Officers  were  much  disappointed  and 
enraged.  After  this^  meeting,  George  Fox  and 
his  companion,  rode  about  twenty  miles  "■  to  one 
Frye's  in  Wiltshire,"  where  they  had  a  quiet  and 
good  meeting  the  noNt  day.  Here  again  it  was 
intended  to  break  up  tiie  meeting;  but  those  who 
were  to  have  done  so  were  called,  off  by  a  house 
^eing  broken  mto  m  the  neighbourhood,    Tims 


LIFE  OF  GEORGE  FOX.  J87 

these  adversaries  were  disappointed  of  their  ma- 
licious designs.  Indeed,  Providence  seemed  to 
interfere  various  ways  between  Friends  and  their 
persecutors ;  and  particularly  by  bringing  them  to 
a  sense  of  tlie  impropriety  of  their  severe  conduct, 
when  under  bodily  affliction.  Of  this,  George 
Fox  here  relates  an  instance  in  a  constable,  who, 
being  in  a  very  afflicted  state  of  body  and  mind, 
wished  "  he  had  never  meddled  with  the  Quakers ; 
confessing  that  he  never  prospered  since  he  had 
a  hand  in  persecuting  them,  and  that  he  thought 
the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  agauist  him  for  it." 

In  1663,  passing  through  Wiltshire,  George  Fox 
and  Thomas  Briggs  came  into  Dorsetshire,  Devon- 
shire, and  Cornwall ;  having  many  large  and  good 
meetings.  At  Topsham,  they  met  with  Margaret 
Fell  and  two  of  her  daughters,  also  Leonard  Fell, 
and  Thomas  Salthouse,  all  from  Lancashire  ;  and 
having  been  heretofore  intimately  acquainted,  the 
meeting  must  have  been  nmtually  pleasant. 

After  finishing  their  gospel  labours  in  Cornwall, 
they  came  through  part  of  Devonshire  into  Somer- 
setshire, In  which  county  two  general  meetings 
were  held,  which  were  very  larL;e,  peaceable,  and 
satisfactory  ;  as  were  other  meetings  in  those 
parts.  They  now  came  to  Bristol,  whence,  after 
having  some  religious  jhm  vice,  they  went  to  Slat- 
leuibrdj  in  Wiltshire,  wlitst   tliey  hud  a  \t:ry  large 
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meeting  in  a  barn :  "  The  truth,  as  it  is  in  Josus^ 
was  published ;  and  many  were  gathered  by  it  into 
the  name  of  the  Lord." 


George  Fox  now  travelled  through  various 
counties  in  England,  and  part  of  Wales,  tili  he 
eaine  to  York,  "  having  many  meetings  in  the  way ; 
and  the  Lord's  everlasting  power  was  over  all."* 
Leaving  York  he  went  to  Boroughbridge,  where 
he  had  a  very  satisfactory  meeting.  Passing; 
through  the  county  of  Durham,  he  came  into 
Westmoreland,  and  afterwards  to  Swarthmoi^;: 
where  he  continued  but  a  short  time.  He  had 
imeetings  at  several  places  in  these  parts,  where  he 
had  laboured  much  and  with  great  success,  a  fev/ 
years  before  ;  after  which  he  went  by  Strickland- 
liead,  where  he  had  a  large  meeting  on  a  common, 
into  Northumberland.  At  Derwent-Water,  ia 
tiiis  county,  he  was  accosted  by  an  ancient  womanj. 
■%ith  a  message  of  love  fiom  her  husband,  whom 
George,  it  seems,  liad  lurmerly  designated  by  the. 
name  of  "  the  tall  white  old  man."  He  was  now 
one  hundred  and  twenty  two  years  of  age,  and 
■would  have  come  to  the  meeting,  had  not  his' 
horses  been  engaged.  He  lived  several  years  after, 
this  tmie. 

Having  visited  Friends  in  Noit!)umberland,  he 
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■where  he  had  "  a  large  and  precious  meeting  ;'* 
though  persecution  was  very  prevalent  in  these 
parts,  and  the  deputy  governor  of  Carlisle,  (Mus- 
grave,)  appears  to  have  been  a  great  promoter  of 
it.  George  Fox  however  met  with  no  disturb- 
ance, but  had  large  and  quiet  meetings  at  several 
places,  particularly  at  Wigton  and  Pardshaw- 
Crag.  From  these  parts  he  went  by  Keswick 
into  Westmoreland,  and,  on  his  entering  that 
county,  was  informed  that  Justice  Fleming  had 
offered  five  pounds  for  his  apprehension.  He  was 
now  at  his  friend  Francis  Benson's  house,  who 
lived  near  this  Justice;  but  though  met  by  a  man 
to  whom  the  offer  had  been  made,  and  who  knew 
George  Fox,  he  passed  through  this  part  of  the 
country  without  any  interruption,  and  came  again 
to  Swarllnnore  ;  where  Colonel  Kirby  had  sent  to 
search  for  liiin.  The  next  day  George  went  to 
his  house,  where  he  found  the  Flemings  on  a  visit 
tC  the  Colonel,  v\ho  was  then  about  leaving  home 
to  attend  the  Parliament  in  London.  George 
had  nmch  conversation  with  them,  after  which 
they  parted  in  a  friendly  manner,  the  Colonel  tell- 
ing him  that  he  had  nothing  against  him  ;  and 
olliers  of  the  company  said  that  he  \\  as  a  deserving 
man. 

He    now    returned    to    his    kind     friends,    at 
Swarthmore,  where  he  heard  of  a  private  meet- 
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ing  at  a  Justice's  house,  at  which  a  warrant  wa* 
granted  to  apprehend  him ;  the  operation  of  wliich 
he  not  only  had  time  to  escape,  but  his  mind  was 
also  at  liberty  from  any  religious  service  in  those 
parts.     However,  he   appreheiKled  that  his  with- 
drawing himself,  might  cause   the  suffering  to  fall 
heavier  upon  his  Friends.     There  appears  to  have 
been  a  plot,  at  this  time,  formed  in  the  North  of 
England  against  the  King;  and  George,  it  seems, 
feared  that  his  departure,  might  give  occasion  for 
suspicion  of  some  concern  in  this  plot,    lie  there- 
fore waited  the  execution  of  the  warrant ;  and  an 
officer  carae  with  a  sword   and  pistols  to  appre- 
hend liim,  with  whom,  after  some  conversation,  he 
went  to  Houlker  Hall,  the  seat  of  Justice  Preston, 
at  whose  house  the  warrant  was  issued  ;  his  friend 
Margaret  Fell  accompanying  him.     Here  a  num- 
ber of  Justices   aiid  others  were  collected,   before 
whom    he  underwent    a    long   examination ;    the 
result  of  which  was,   the   tendering    to   him   the 
oath  of  allegiance.     This  was  the  common  snare 
for  George  Fox   and  his  Friends,  when  their  ene- 
mies could  not  fix   the  breach  of  any  law  upon 
them.    Like  the  sacrament  to  the  l^eformers  from 
Popery,  the  oatii  became  a  knid  of  test  of  the  re- 
ligious principles   of  our   early  Friends  ;  and  was 
made  a  snare  in  which  their  adversaries  ciuleavour- 
ed  to  entrap  them;  and  l)y  this   means   to   bung 
tliem  under  confinement,   and  periiaps  other  pu- 
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ti'kjhment.     Ou   George  Fox's  refusal  to  take  the 
oath,  it  was  at  first  intended  to  send  him  to  Lan- 
caster jail;  but  he  was  afterwards  dismissed,  ou 
his  engaguig  to  appear  at  the  succeeding  Sessions 
there,  which  lie  aceordingly  did.     The  Justices  on 
the   15ench,   were   I'leniing,  Spencer,  West,  and 
Kawlinson.     Afier  some  parley   about  his  hat,  he 
was   examined  respecting   the   plot  aheady  men- 
tioned.    Of  this  plot  George  was  not  only  inno- 
cent, but  having  heard  of  it  by  a  Friend,  who  re- 
ceived his  information  from  the    High  Sheriff  of 
Yorkshire,  he  wrote  a  paper  of  advice  on  the  sub- 
ject,   to  liis   Friends,   to  keep   clear  of  all  such 
things ;  a  copy  of  which  he  also  sent   to  several 
^Magistrates,  and  even  to  the  King-     The  Justices 
finding  nothing  on   which  to   criminate  him,  ten- 
dered him  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  supremacy  ; 
and  after  much  discourse  on  the  subject  of  swear- 
ing, they  committed   him   to  prison.     'I'his  was  in 
the  year  l6()3,   and   he  continued  a  prisoner  here 
till  IGGj,  several  of  his  Friends  beuig   also  in  pri- 
son, for  various  matters  connected  with  their  reli- 
gious princi])lcs.     During  this  long  confmement, 
lie  uudcrucnt  several  examinations  at  the  Assi/es, 
and,  simi)ly   for  his  refusing  to  take  an  oath,  con- 
iistently  w  ith  tlie   express  command  of  Christ,  he 
Vas  continued  in    j)iison  the  time  mentioned.     In 
his    exuunualions    he     licaily    elated,    that    those 
tlijiigs  meutioned   in    tlic   oalli,  as   plotting  against 
tlx'  King,  or  o\Miing   the    Pope's   bU])re:iuuyj   or 
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tfiat  of  any  other  foreign  power,  he  utterly  de- 
nied ;  but  he  could  not  consistently  make  this 
declaration  in  the  form  of  an  oath.  At  the  second 
Assizes  an  indictment  was  preferred  against  him 
for  this  only  otFence,  on  which  the  Jury  brought 
him  in  guilty  ;  but  being  brought  up  next  day  to 
receive  sentence,  he  pointed  out  so  many  errors 
and  false  statements  in  the  indictment,  that  the 
Judge  was  obliged,  though  reluctantly,  to  liberate 
him.  The  Judge's  disappointment  was,  however, 
so  great,  that  he  again  tendered  the  oaths,  which 
produced  a  long  conversation,  in  which  George 
I'ox  stated  his  religious  scruples  in  this  manner  : 
*'  Ye  have  given  me  a  book  here  to  kiss ;  but  the 
book  says.  Kiss  the  Son,  and  tlie  Son  says  m  this 
book,  Swear  not  at  all.  I  say  as  the  book  says, 
yet  ye  imprison  me.  How  comes  it  that  the  book 
is  at  liberty  amongst  you  which  bids  me  not  swear, 
and  yet  ye  imprison  me  for  doing  as  the  book 
bids  me."  This  snnple  explanation,  with  the  de- 
claration already  mentioned,  would  have  induced 
a  just  judge,  to  have  availed  himself  of  the  legal 
opportunity  which  was  put  into  his  hands,  to  libe- 
rate so  conscientious  a  prisoner  :  but  such  was 
the  prejudice  excited  in  the  minds  of  many  per- 
sons, that  neither  gospel,  law,  nor  equity,  were  re- 
garded in  their  proceedings.  George  Fox  was 
again  put  to  trial  on  the  Judge's  commitment,  and 
when  the  indictment  was  read  in  court,  the  Judge 
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said  to  the  clerk,  "Take  heed  it  be  not  false 
again  :"  so  couscioiis  was  he  of  the  falsity  of  the 
former,  with  respect  to  dates,  Sec.  After  George 
had  heard  the  indictment  read,  he  requested  time 
to  consider  of  it.  On  this  some  further  dis- 
course on  the  subject  of  swearing  ensued,  in  which 
he  expressly  declared,  that  if  he  could  take  any 
oath,  he  should  take  that  then  offered ;  but  that  he 
had  never  taken  an  oath,  in  his  life.  He  also 
stated  to  the  Judge,  that  both  the  early  Christians 
and  the  Reformers  from  Popery,  refused  to  swear, 
in  obedience  to  Christ's  command ;  with  other  ob- 
servations, by  which  the  Judge's  mind  appears  to 
have  been  so  much  moderated,  that  he  said  he 
wished  the  laws  were  otherwise. 

Tlie  Judge  complying  with  George  Fox's  re- 
quest for  time  to  consider  of  his  indictment,  left 
him  a  prisoner  till  the  next  Assizes.  He  had  al- 
ready suffered  much  during  this  confinement  at 
Lancaster,  by  the  uncomfortable  stale  of  his 
prison  ;  and  though  some  mclioiation  seenis  to 
have  now  been  intended  lo  take  place,  he  was  con- 
fuied  during  the  iiiteival  of  the  Assizes,  which 
incliulcd  the  winter  of  lfj')4,  in  a  tower,  in  wliicli 
lie  was  greatly  inconuno('(.'(l,  and  sometimes  alii:o>l 
.siuolliercd  by  the  smoke,  wliich  came  i'loni 
tfic  piisoiK.M-s  coiifined  under  liim.  In  adiiilion 
to  lliU,  the  roof  of  his  aparlmcut   was  in  ^'.i-'h  a 
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state,  as  to  expose  liis  bed  to  the  wind  and  rain  ; 
and  his  cloaths  and  body  were  often  extremely 
wet,  with  endeavouring  to  stop  the  apertures  by 
^vhich  the  rain  entered  his  miserable  habitation. 
All  this  time,  he  seems  to  have  been  deprived  of 
the  benefit  of  the  society  of  his  Friends;  for  so 
inveterate  was  the  malice  of  one  of  the  Justices, 
that  he  charged  the  jailer  "  to  keep  his  prisoner 
close,  and  to  suffer  no  flesh  alive  to  come  at  him." 
l?y  this  confinement  George  Fox's  health  was 
much  injured ; '  his  body  was  swelled,  and  his 
limbs  benumbed  :  but  his  mind  seems  to  have  re- 
tained its  confidence  in  divine  sufiiciency  ;  which 
he  commemorates  in  these  words  :  "  The  Lord's 
power  was  over  all,  supported  me  through  all  ; 
and  enabled  me  to  do  service  for  him,  and  for  his 
truth  and  people." 

Another  Assizes  came  on,  and  George  Fox  was 
a"-ahi  brought  into  court.  He  had  aheady  exa- 
mined his  indictment,  and  had  found  several  errors 
and'  omissions  in  it.  "  Surely,"  says  he,  "  the 
hand  of  the  Lord  was  in  it,  to  confound  their  mis- 
chievous work  against  me,  and  to  blind  them 
tliercin  ;  insomuch  that  although  the  indictment 
was  diawn  at  the  former  Assi.^e,  the  Judge  exa- 
mined it  hiin«elf,  and  tried  it  with  the  clerks;  yet 
the  uoi'd  sultject  was  left  out  of  this  indictment 
■also:  the  day  of  tlie  moiith  \\a5  \nil  in  wrong,  and 
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siiveral  material  words  of  tlie  oath  were  left  out; 
yet  they  went  on  coulidently,  lliiuking  ail  was  safe 
and  well."  When  George  Fox  was  put  on  liis 
trial,  he  began  again  to  show  the  errors  of  ihe  in- 
dictment ;  but  allhougli  the  Judge  perceived  he 
was  right,  yet,  instead  of  liberating him>  he  ordered 
the  jailer  to  take  him  away  to  prison  ;  and  not- 
withstanding the  absence  of  the  prisoner,  the  trial 
proceeded,  thojury  brouglit  in  their  verdict,  guilty, 
and  it  appears  that  the  Court  recorded  him  as  a 
premunired  person ;  though  he  was  never  brought 
to  receive  his  setitcncc,  nor  was  regularly  informed 
of  it.  Such  was  the  legality,  or  rather  il!(;gality  of 
tiie  Judges  of  those  days.  Hut  we  may  pcrh;ips 
find  some  CaCUSc  for  their  conduct,  in  the  nu'^ettled 
.•-late  of  the  times  ;  the  violence  of  many  of  the 
Kings  enemies;  and  the  apprehension  of  plots 
against  his  life  or  government.  Yet,  however  we 
may  be  disposed  to  excuse,  nothing  can  justify  thu 
illegal  and  unjust  conduct  of  Judges,  towards  this 
innocent  suficrer. 

George  Fox  was  now  left  for  inijiiisonmrnt, 
witliont  any  prospect  of  its  termination;  hut  llic 
Justices  who  had  been  instrumental  in  his  com- 
nutment,  and  had  j)romoled  the  seven'  tiealuH  nt 
he  iiad  recciv(Ml  whilst  in  jail,  began  to  lie  a>hamed 
of  tlieir  conduct  :  which  he  had  iVe<|uenl'v  cNpo^ed 
at   the  Assi/es,  and   other  times.      J'hey  tliticlure 
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obtained  liberty  from  the  King  and  Council,  to  re- 
move him  from  Lancaster  about  six  weeks  after  the 
As:<izes ;  but  when  hewas  taken  out  of  his  uncomfort- 
able prison,  he  was  so  weak,  that  he  was  scarcely 
able  either  to  walk  or  stand.  Notwithstanding  his 
great  infirmity,  he  v.  as  forced  on  horseback,  and 
treated  with  as  much  cruelty  on  his  removal,  as  he 
had  been  during  his  confinement.  The  first  stage 
at  which  they  stopped  was  Bentham,  where  he 
was  so  much  fatigued,  that  the  soldiers  who  guard- 
ed him,  permitted  him  to  rest  himself  on  a  bed. 
Tliat  night'  they  came  to  Giggleswick,  and  in  two 
days  more  to  York,  not  knowing  all  this  time 
whither  he  was  going;  nor  was  he  permitted,  be- 
fore he  left'  I-ancuster,  to  see  the  order  for  his 
removal  :  all  was  executed  vi  ct  armis.  At  York 
he  continued  two  days,  and  received  some  civil 
treatment,  particularly  from  Lord  Frcchcville,  who 
connnanded  a  troop  of  horse,  and  kindly  visited 
Jiiiu  in  his  prison  :  tiic  soldiers  also  were  gene- 
rally lender  towards  hnn.  Here  orders  were 
given  to  take  him  to  Scarborough  Castle.  Stop- 
ping at  ^Jalton,  his  Friends  were  permitted  to 
visit  him,  and  ins  guard  conducted  themselves  with 
great  civility  and  kindness.  They  readied  Scar- 
borough that  night;  and  the  next  day  he  vvas  con- 
voyed to  the  Cai^lle. 

It  wa?  not   till  his  removal   from  Lancaster  to- 
Scarborougii,  thatCroige  Fox  understood  ho  was. 
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under  the  sentence  of  a  premunire ;  a  punishment  by 
which  a  person  is  put  out  of  the  King's  protec- 
tion, his  property,  real  and  personal,  is  forfeited  to 
the  King,  and  he  is  to  remain  a  prisoner  during 
the  Khig's  pleasure.  This  severe  sentence  had 
been  passed  upon  him  without  calling  him  into 
Court  to  receive  it;  and  consequently  without  giv- 
ing him  an  opportunity  to  plead  against  it,  either 
personally,  or  by  counsel.  It  was  upon  this  sentence, 
that  his  violent  removal  from  Lancaster  to  Scar- 
borough, without  showing  any  legal  authority,  vias 
supported;  and,  which  n)ight  probably  be  consi- 
dered souje  excuse,  for  the  subsequent  cruel  treat- 
ment he  received  whilst  a  prisoner  there. 

During  the  first  part  of  his  confinement  at  Scat'- 
borough,  he  was  placeii  in  a  room  with  a  ceiitry  to 
guard  him;  and  being,  from  his  hard  treatment, 
very  weak,  and  subject  to  fainting,  he  was  per- 
mitted to  walk  out  into  the  yard  and  taky 
the  air,  but  diis  reuionirble  indulgence  did  not 
last  long  ;  for  he  was  soon  aft(  r  eon  lined  in 
a  room  which  did  not  secure  him  from  ihr 
rain  ;  where  he  was  :ilso  incomniotlt-d  with 
smoke.  W  hen  he  had  been  at  some  expenci;  uiid 
pains  to  make  this  place  more  comfortublc,  his 
cruel  kcejters  removed  hinj  into  a  worse,  in  whlrli 
was  no  ehinuu-_\  ;  and  b^ing  cptn  lowanls  th<-  ^<  n, 
t3ae  rain  frequently  foil  u^x.ai  his  bcii.  ;it.:!  rtr 
K  .> 
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about  the  room;  and  %vlien  he  was  thus  circum- 
stanced M'ith  wet  and  cold,  he  could  have  no  fire 
to  warm  him.  '^['he  consequence  of  such  treat- 
ment was,  as  may  be  supposed,  veiy  injurious  to 
his  already  weakened  frame  ;  so  that  his  sufferings 
became  very  great ;  and,  in  this  distressing  situa- 
tion, he  was  not  permitted  to  have  the  assistance 
which  his  friends  would  have  willingly  afforded  ; 
fhey  being  very  rarely  permitted  to  visit  him, 
whilst  others  were  frequently  introduced  to  gaze 
nt,  and  insult  him.  The  soldiers  who  were  gar- 
risoned in  the  Castle,  were  also  very  unkind  ;  and 
would  sometimes  contrive  to  deprive  him  of  the 
small  and  poor  provisions  which  he  had.  A  three- 
penny loaf  generally  served  him  about  three  weeks: 
and  his  drink  was  principally  water,  with  worm- 
wood steeped  in  it.  Tr.is  severe  treatment  he  did 
not  fail  to  represent  to  the  keepers  of  the  Castle, 
and  contrasted  their  conduct  with  that  of  the  Hea- 
thens, among  whom  the  Apostle  Paul  was  a  pri- 
soner at  Rome,  to  whom  it  appears  his  friends  had 
free  access.  Indeed  the  tix;itn.entuhic'h  the  Ap,osile 
received  from  the  IfeallKiis,  \va«,  in  every  ropect, 
inore  consistent  wilh  Chrisiianity,  than  its  pci;se- 
cuting  professors  affuiclcd  to  liiose  who  differed 
from  them. 

Ailb.ouoii  Oco^':?^  T'  :  's  friend^,  maijy  ("fwhom 
came  a  conside'.ib.e  vh^lauce  to  \\-]i  luin,  were 
denied  that  privilege:   yet   other  people  seem  tc 
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have  had  free  access,  aiid  he  had  freqirent  disputes 
on  religious  subjects  with  his  visitors  of  different 
religious  opiniens  ;  as  Papists,  Presbyterians,  and 
Episcopalians.     In  these  disputes,  he  manifested 
that  notwithstanding  his  great  bodily  weakness, 
his  mental   powers  retained  their  wonted  vigour ; 
which  he  still  exercised  in  support  of  those  gospel 
truths,  in  which  he  most  surely  believed.     But  it 
was  not  by  argument  alone  that  he  promoted  his 
religious    sentiments.       His    peaceable    principle 
manifested  itself  in  a  peculiar  manner,  in  the  in- 
stance of  one  of  his  fellow-prisoners  challenging 
him  to  fight.     George  perceiving  him  in  a  state 
of  intoxication,   got  out  of  his  way;  but  the  next 
day,  when  the  luan  was  sober,  he  came  to  him  and 
remonstrated  \\ith   him   on  his  immanly  conduct, 
in  challenguig  a  man  to  iight,  whose  principle  he 
knew  would  not  permit  him  to  strike  another;  but 
seeing  he  had  challengetl  hitn,   he  was  now  come 
to  answer  him  villi  liivS  hands  in  his  pockets;  and 
reaching   his  head  towards  him,   said,  ''  Here  is 
my  hair,   here  are  my  cheeks,  here  is   my  back." 
The  man  was  so  overcome  wiih  this  address,  that 
he  ran  away,  whilst  the  soldiers   lauylicd  at   jiitn. 
One  of  the  ollicers  was  so  well   alVected  wiih  the 
si^ht,   that  he  said   to  Georg'    Fox,  *'  Vou  are  a 
happy  man,  that  can  bear  such  tilings." 

Al'icr  iif  't'd  been  confined  soinctinic  in  Scar- 
■horou^h  Cusdc,   the  Govtinor,   it  ii])|ieiab.   came 
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under  disgrace;  which  produced  a  little  fellow- 
feeliiTg  for  his  innocent  prisoner,  whom  he  after- 
wards treated  with  more  lenity ;  and  having  occa- 
sion to  go  to  London,  George  desired  hira  to 
speak  to  his  old  friend,  Ksquire  Marsh,  and  some 
others ;  and  inform  them  of  the  particulars  of  hi* 
confinement.  When  the  Governor  returned,  he 
told  him  that  ^larsh  said,  "  He  would  go  a  hun- 
dred miles  barefoot  to  obtain  George  Fox's  li- 
berty." Several  other  persons  in  London  also 
spake  favourably  of  him,  which  increased  the  Go- 
vernor's disposition  of  kindness  towards  him. 

The  King  being  now  the  only  person  who  could 
liberate  him  from  iiis  coniinement,  lie  was  applied 
to,  by  letter,  in  which  George  gave  the  King  an 
account  of  his  imprisonment,  and  the  hard  usage 
which  he  had  received.  After  this,  John  White- 
head, being  in  London,  applied  to  Esquire  >larsh, 
who  kindly  undertook  the  business  ;  and  a  state- 
ment of  George  Fox's  suffering  case  being  put 
h)to  his  hands,  he  delivered  it  to  the  jNIaster  of 
Requests,  Sir  John  Birkenhead,  who  obtained  an 
Older  from  the  King  for  George  Fox's  release. 
This  his  friend  John  Whitehead  brought  to  Scar- 
borough, and  delivered  it  to  the  Governor,  Jordan 
Crosslands',  who  readily  put  it  in  execution,  and^ 
v,'ithout  requiring  any  bail,  gave  his  j^risoncr  a 
passport,  dated  the  first  day  of  Septeniberj  iQGis.. 
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The  Governor,  who  during  the  first  part  of  his 
prisoner's  confinement,  had  treated  him  harshly, 
\vas  so  softened  in  his  disposition,  that  when  the 
^lagistrates  of  the  town  sent  for  soidiers  to  break 
up  Friends'  meetings,  he  gave  his  men  a  secret  or- 
der not  to  meddle  with  them ;  nor  would  he  receive 
a  present,  which  George  Fox  offered  him,  for  the 
civility  and  kindness  which  he  had  latterly  mani- 
fested. The  soldiers  and  their  officers  were  also 
greatly  changed,  and  became  very  respectful  in 
their  conduct.  Their  character  of  him  was,  "  He 
is  as  stiff  as  a  tree,  and  as  pure  as  a  bell ;  for  we 
could  never  bow  him." 


CHAP.  XV. 

1666  to  1669 — Ilc7nark.s  on  George  Fox's  Tmprisotmcni 
and  Oaths— After  /lis  Release,  hears  of  the  Fire  in  Lon- 
don—Travels in  divers  Paits  of  Yorkshire,  and  through 
the  Counties  of  Dcrbj/,  Nottingham,  Leicester,  SjC.  ta 
London — Visits  the  Ruins  there — Goes  to  Bristol,  and 
returns  to  London — Establishes  Meetings  for  Disciydine 
in  London  and  most  Parts  of  the  Nation — Also  pro- 
motes Schools — Visits  Esquire  Marsh  in  London — 
Disputes  xvitk  a  Papist — Goes  into  Surrct/  and  Sussex 
— Turns  into  iraruickskirc — Passes  through  Notting- 
hamshire, Yorkshire,  4  c.  to  Liverpool— Sails  for  Ire- 
land, and  visits  Friends  there. 

^  V  E  are  now  come  to  the  conclusion  of  a 
long  and  cruel  imprisonment.  It  continued  about 
three  years,  above  one  of  which  was  at  Scarbo- 
rough, and  the  rest  of  the  time  at  Lancaster.  The 
fortitude  and  meekness  with  which  it  m  as  endured, 
was  consistent  with  the  character  of  a  Christian, 
suffering  for  a  compliance  ^ilh  his  Master's  posi- 
tive command ;  a  command  which,  however  it 
may  be  attempted,  no  soj)histry  has  been  able  to 
invalidate.  And  it  is  a  sorrowful  reflection,  that, 
in  a  christian  coiuitry,  a  compliance  with  so  uue- 
f^',;v.,{ :.!  an  injunction  of  our  common  Lord,  as 
that  of  ''  Swear  not  at  all,"  supported  as  it  is  by 
one  of  his  Apostles,  shouhl  have  ever  subjcctcii 
those  who  acted  in  obedience  to  it,  to  such  sufter- 
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ings,  as  Avoiild  liave  disgraced  the  character  of 
Heathens.  But  though  sufferings  on  this  occa- 
sion, have  now  ceased,  it  is  still  desirable  that  so 
direct  a  violation  of  this  divine  injunction,  should 
be  removed  from  the  legal  code  of  all  nations, 
professing  the  Christian  name;  in  some  of  which, 
at  least,  it  may  be  said  as  formerly,  "  Because  of 
swearing  (both  legal  and  profane)  the  land 
niourneth." 

Ilie  day  after  George  Fox's  release  from  Scar- 
borough Castle,  the  great  fire  broke  out  in  Lon- 
don. Some  Friends  had  not  only  foreseen  it,  but 
forewarned  the  people  of  it,  or  some  similar  cala- 
mity. One  Friend,  in  particular,  George  men- 
tions, who  was  concerned  to  go  through  the  streets 
of  London,  a  short  time  before  the  fire,  scattering 
his  money  uj)  and  down,  having  tlie  knees  of  his 
breeches  untied,  his  stockings  down,  and  his 
douljjet  unbuttoned;  at  the  same  time  telling  the 
people,  *•'  So  should  they  run  up  and  down,  scat- 
tering their  money  and  goods,  half  undressed  like 
mad  people,  as  he  was  a  sign  to  ihcm  ;"  all  which 
was  very  soon  fulfilled.* 

George  Fox  being  now  at  liboity,  staid  a  few 
<ia;<s  at  S<"irborouL;h  and  its  neighbourhood,  hav- 

'  See  Srn(  il's  IIi->toi-y  of  the  Qn:ikcr?,  for  further  par- 
L;:'i!;in  r.'IiUin^  to  tliU  circmustaiict.'.     Anno  l(jt50. 
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ing  meetings  among  his  Friends  and  others.  From 
Scarborough  he  went  to  \N  hitbv,  and  then  turned 
to  Burlington  and  into  Holderuess.  At  Marma- 
duke  Storr's,  who  probably  lived  at  or  near 
Owstwick,  he  attended  a  marriage  of  two  of 
his  Friends;  on  which  occasion  there  was  a  very 
large  meeting,  in  which  he  explained  various  mat- 
ters on  the  subject  of  matrimony,  and  on  the  duties 
of  the  married  state.  This  is  the  first  marriage 
which  he  mentions  attending  among  his  own 
Friends. 

\Vhilst  in  Holderness,  George  visited  a  Priest, 
■who,  when  he  was  in  that  country,  in  the  year 
I60I,  had  threatened,  If  ever  he  met  with  George 
Fox  agam,  he  would  have  his  life,  unless  prevented 
by  George  killing  him.  This  man  was  now  very 
loving  and  kind,  and  his  wife  had  become  a  Friend. 
Various  circumstances  of  this  kind  he  met  with  in 
his  travels ;  many  persons  who  had  been  violent 
against  him,  having  become  niuch  softened  in  their 
minds,  and  otiiers  even  joined  in  society  with  him. 
Such  are  frequently  the  efi'ucts  of  faithftd  labour 
and  patient  suffering  in  the  cause  oi'  truih  and 
righteousness ;  verifying  th.e  truth  of  the  observa- 
tion :  "  When  a  man's  ways  please  the  Lord,  he 
rnakclh  even  his  enemies  to  be  at  peace  wilh  Imn.'' 

I-.eaving  Holderness,  lie  c:mie  by  Mallon,  JIul), 
and   Ilowdcn,    to  York,     lltic   lie   hud   c   iarg* 
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meeting,  and  visited  Justice  Robinson,   now  an 
ancient  man,  who,  at  Pickering,  had  formerly  shown 
much  kindness  to  hira;   and  on  various  occasions 
liad  manifested  a  favourable  disposition  to  Friends; 
which  his  successors  for  several  generations  have 
continued  to  evince.    From  York,   George  Fox 
passed  through  the  South- West  part  of  the  County, 
till  he  came  to  Synderhill-Green,  on  the  borders 
of  Derbyshire,  where  he  had  formerly  had  some 
large  meetings,  at  which  many  had  been  convuiccd 
of  the  rectitude  of  the  doctrine  which  he  preached. 
Ileie  he  again  had  a  large  and  satisfactory  meet- 
ing ;  but  narrowly  escaped  being  arrested,  a  war- 
rant being  issued  at  the  instigation  of  the  Priest 
of  the  place.     The  constables,  however,  were  too 
late  for  the  meeting;  and  thus  missed  of  their  ob- 
ject,     lie  now  passed  into  Derbysliiie  a'lid  Not- 
tinghamshire,   having    meetings    at    Skegby    and 
^Mansfield  ;   after  which  he  came  to  Nottingham, 
where  lie  had  a  larce  and  quiet  meeting.     Of  the 
Society  here  he  makes  this  observation:  "  Friends 
Were  brought  to  sit  inuler  dieir  teacher,   the  grace 
of  (lOii,  which  brtHiglit  llicm   salvation;  and  were 
ostal)lished  upon  the  rock   and   f  )uiidalioii,   ('Inist 
Jesus."      Here  he  visited  Jolm  ilei;  less,  who  was 
now  a  Fiieiid,  but  had  been  Slierill  of  the  Count  v, 
and  wijosc  prisoner  he  had  been  ni  the  year  Hi49. 

1  lence  George   Fox    passed    towards    i.oiulon, 
ihrough  Leiccsterbhire,  \N  arwickshire,  Noillianip- 
3 
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tonshiie,  Bedfordshire,  Buckinghamshire,  and  Ox- 
fordshire. In  Leicestershire,  as  usual,  he  visited  his 
relations,  tie  had  many  large  and  precious  meet- 
ings in  those  counties  ;  but  travelling  he  found  very 
difficult  and  painful,  from  the  great  stiffness  in  his 
limbs,  and  other  infirmities,  occasioned  by  his  long 
and  severe  imprisonments.  He  could  not  even 
bear  to  be  near  the  fire,  nor  to  eat  warm  meat, 
which  he  imputes  to  having  been  kept  so  long 
from  them.  When  he  came  to  London,  he  visited 
the  ruins  occasioned  by  the  fne;  on  uhich  he  ob- 
serves, "  I  saw  the  city  lying,  according  as  the 
wojd  of  the  Lord  came  to  me  concerning  it,  several 
years  before." 

Notwithstanding  his  great  bodily  weakness,  he 
left  London  and  travelled  as  far  as  Bristol,  hav- 
ing large  meetings  at  various  places,  both  going 
and  returning.  About  this  time,  and  in  the  course 
of  tliis  journey,  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
many,  who  hud  been  drawn  aside  by  John  Perrot 
and  others,  convinced  of  their  error,  and  condenm- 
ing  their  conduct.* 

*  John  Perrot  tliought  himself  more  enlightened  than 
George  Fox,  and  objected  to  Friends  uncovering  their 
heads,  whilst  a  Minister  was  engaged  in  prayer;  in  which 
notion  many  joined  liim.  Afterwards  he  let  Ins  beard  grow, 
in  which  some  also  united  him;  but,  at  length,  going  to  Ame- 
rica, he  wore  a  sword,  and,  getting  a  place  in  the  GoTcrn- 
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George  Fox  now  seeing  his  Friends  generally  esta- 
blished in  sound  Christian  doclnnc  and  practice ;  be- 
came concerned  Tor  their  preservation  therein  ;  and 
that  the  reputation  of  the  new  society,  might  be  pre- 
served from  tliose  rellections  to  N\hich  it  might  be- 
come subject,  from  those  whose  conduct  should  be 
disorderly,  or  in  other  respects  inconsistent  with 
their  religions  profession.  For  this  purpose,  and 
also  that  the  poor  might  be  properly  provided  for, 
lie  recommended  the  establishment  of  Meetings 
for  discipline.  Quarterly  Meetings  of  this  kind 
had,  it  seems,  been  already  held  in  some  places  ;-}- 
but  these  took  in  too  large  a  district,  and  were  not 
held  sufficiently  frequent  for  the  purposes  designed. 
1  le  therefore  proposed  the  holding  of  meetings 
monliilv,  of  which  live  were  now  established  in  iho 
I  itv  «)f  l^ondon.  These  meetings  were  soon  ex- 
tended generally  over  the  nation,  still  retaining  the 
<|uarterlv  meetings,  in  Mhieh  se\eral  monthly 
meetings  united,  and  exercised  a  religious  care 
over  each  other.  These  quarterly  meetings  after- 
^var(ls  united  and  formed  a  yearly  meeting,  \\liicli 
is  h(;ld  in  London,  and  may  be  considcied  like 
the    legislative    bod\  ;  besides   att»,-udiiig   to   other 

incnt,  lie  Inc-.imc  a  severe  niactir  of  oatl.  ;  ami  ulioliy 
abaiidoiiLiI  pri;ic)j'Ic.s  (ur  ^\hi(■[l  he  Lad  i»nce  eiulurCvl  [>>  r- 
seiiilioii. 

tin  tlic  Xortli  of  Eii^IaiifJ,  ^oiiie  niectiugs  fur  di^i:i;ii;iic 
v.erc  bctllcd  as  early  as  ilic  vear  165'2, 
a   'J. 


EIFE  OF  GEORGE  Vi^X. 

matters  connected  with  the  general  interests  oi 
the  society.    As  the  female  sex  can,  in  many  cases, 
best  attend  to  their  own  concerns,  women's  meet- 
ings were  also  reConnnended  by  this  wise,  vigilant, 
and  liberal  promoter  of  the  welfare  of  the  society, 
which  he  had  been  instrumental  in  establishing;^ 
and  the  adoption  of  them  has  been  found  extremely 
beneficial  to  their  own  sex,  and  very  relieving  to 
their  brethren.     It  is  remarkable  that  the  system 
of  discipline  recommended  by  George  Fox  in  the 
year    ]G66,  and  about   that  time  generally  esta- 
blished in  the   society,   both  in  this  and  other  na- 
tidns,  has  undergone  very  little,  if  any,  alteration 
since  that  time  ;  having  been   found  equal  to  all 
the   circumstances  which  have   occurred,   in    tho 
course  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  years.    Suc!i 
was  the  wisdom,  I  believe  more  than  human  wis-^ 
dom,  witli  which  it  was  planned,  that  though  many 
attempts  have  been  made  to  subvert  it,  by  weak,  or 
woise  tlian  weak  members,  it  may  be  now  consi- 
dered  as   having   surmounted   all  opposition,  and 
being  likely  to  continue  as  long  as  the  Society  exists, 
for  whose  benefit  it  v\as  foruied. 

After  the  establishment  of  the  five  monthly 
meetings  in  London,  George  Fox  travelled  into 
Essex,  Suffolk,  Norfolk,  and  many  other  counties, 
till  he  came  into  Wales  and  Lancashire.  In  this 
journey,   his   principal   concern  appears   to    Iuing 
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been,  the  establishment  of  meetings  for  discipline, 
ill  which  he  met  with  some  opposition,  in  a  few 
pUices.  He  also  wrote  to  his  Friends  in  some  of 
the  more  nortiiern  counties,  and  ^Scotland,  recom- 
mending the  practice  he  was  concerned  to  pro- 
mote ;  and  liis  advice,  it  appears,  was  generally 
complied  with.  In  this  journey  he  travelled  in 
great  bodily  weakness  and  pain,  being  scarcely 
able  to  mount  or  dismount  his  horse  ;  but  "  my 
spirit,"  he  says,  "  being  earnestly  engaged  in  the 
work  the  Lord  had  concerned  me  in,  and  sent  me 
forth  about,  I  travelled  on  therein,  notwithstanding 
the  weakness  of  my  body,  having  conlidence  in  the 
].ord,  that  he  would  carry  me  through,  as  he  did 
by  his  power." 

In  tin;  course  of  this  journey,  tliouLih  a  perse- 
cuting spirit  was  frerjueutly  manifested,  by  .Ma- 
gistrates and  others,  yet  he  met  with  no  material 
interruption  in  his  travels.  At  Sluewsburv,  tlio 
INluyor  hearing  of  his  being  there,  colifcted  the 
olTicers  to  consult  what  to  do  against  liiu!,  saviuL;-. 
"  llie  "jreat  Quaker  of  Euulaud  is  come  to  lo,vii  -P 
iMtt  when  they  were  met  together,  tliev  w<:rc-  so 
ilivided  among  themselves,  as  not  to  be  able  t'> 
etlect  their  purpose.  S(\i.ial  other  di'Iiveraiiei^* 
he  ex|ieiieiice(l  in  this  jourmy.  lleltii  nil)',;-  bs 
.Ibi.^tol,  wliere  uieeliii<as  i"or  tliscipliije  \\(!cal>o 
tslabli^hei!,  ho  Cunie  again  to  Loii'l  'ii.      !!'.■•  p:ii; 
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cipal  concern  here,  at  this  time,  appears  to  have 
been,  to  make  proper  regulations  respecting  the 
society's  proceedings  in  marriage.  These  regula- 
tions were,  "  that  marriages  should  be  laid  before 
the  men's  monthly  or  quarterly  meetings  ;  thai 
Friends  might  see,  that  the  relations  of  those  that 
proceeded  in  marriage,  were  satisned  ;  and  that 
the  parties  were  clear  from  all  others ;  and  that 
widows  had  made  provision  for  their  first  husband's 
children,  before  they  married  again;  that  so  all 
things  migbt  be  kept  clean  and  pure,  and  done  in 
righteousness  to  the  glory  of  God." 

Having  now  procured  the  establishment  of  a 
stalutary  discipline,  in  many  parts  of  the  Society,, 
his  next  concern  appears  to  have  been  the  promo- 
tion of  a  suitable  education  for  the  youth.  Leav- 
ing London  for  a  short  time,  he  went  into  Hert- 
fordshire, where,  after  visiting  his  friends,  and 
establishing  several  monthly  meetings,  he,  on  his 
return  towards  London,  recommended  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  school  at  Wallham,  for  the  educa- 
tion of  boys;  and  another  at.  Shacklewtil,  for 
instructing  girls- and  young  women,  "  in  whatsoevet" 
things  were  civil  and  useful  in  the  creation.'* 
These  are  his  own  words,  which  bespeak  an  en- 
lars^ement  of  mind  and  views,  beyond  tlie  inferior 
and  most  common  branches  of  education.  This, 
was  in  the  year  KJOj' 
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After  a  short  residence  in  London,  he  travelled 
in  l6(i8  toward  South  Wales,  returning  by  the 
counties  of  Cornwall,  Devon,  Somerset,  Dorset, 
Hants,  Surrey,  Sussex,  and  Kent,  to  London. 
His  principal  concern,  ui  this  journey,  appears  to 
have  been  the  establishment  of  monthlv  meetintrs 
for  discipline,  in  those  parts  which  he  had  not 
ah'eady  visited  for  that  pv.rpose.  About  this  time 
he  wrote  to  his  Friends  in  Ireland,  Holland,  Bar- 
badoes,  and  several  parts  of  America,  recommend- 
ing the  same  practice,  which  was,  no  doubt,  gene- 
rally adopted.  "  Since  these  meetings  Merc 
settled,'  he  observes,  "  many  mouths  have  been 
opened  in  thanksgiving  and  praise,  and  many  have 
blessed  the  Lord  that  he  sent  rne  forth  in  this  ser- 
vice ;  yea  with  tears  have  many  praised  him." 

AVhilst  George  Fox  v.'as  in  London,  he  paid  a 
visit  to  his  kini!  IViend,  ]Marsh,  by  whom  he 
Mas  received  with  nuich  respect,  and  invitoul  to 
dine  with  him  ;  which  however  he  declined.  ITcre 
he  had  a  controversy  with  a  lioman  Catholic, 
after  which  he  took  a  [)rivate  opportimily  with 
Justice  Marsh,  to  interest  him  in  favour  of  his 
Friends,  who  suffered  nuich  from  the  oaths  of 
allegiance  and  supremacy  being  often  teudcred  to 
tliem.  'Fiiclustice  maiiifosteil  his  usual  kindness, 
both  towanls  (ieorge  and  the  society  ,  ajui  seeius 
to  have  exerted  hnnscif  as   nuicli  as   was   iu  hia 
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power,  to  alleviate  their  sufferings.  About  this 
time  1  find  an  observation  in  these  words  ;  "  We 
had  great  service  in  London;  the  Lord's  truth 
came  over  all. — Many  who  had  gone  out  came 
in  again,  coni'essiug  and  condemning  their  outgo- 
ings.'' 

Having  finished  his  present  service  in  the  city, 
he  visited  Friends  again  in  Surrey  and  Sussex  ; 
after  which  he  travelled  northward  by  Warwick, 
Birmingham,  and  Nottingham,  into  Yorkshire. 
At  York  he  attended  the  quarterly  meeting,  in  which 
seven  monthly  meetings  were  already  estalilished, 
and  seven  mure  were  now  added.  The  society,  it 
appears,  had  greatly  increased  in  this  countv,  par- 
ticularly in  the  northern  and  eastern  parts  of  it ;  but 
since  that  time,  it  has  been  most  numerous  in  the 
south-west  parts.  Tlie  Assizes  being  at  the  time 
of  the  quarterly  meeting,  at  York,  (jcuroe  Fox 
met  with  and  visited  his  old  friend  .Justice  liolham, 
of  whose  early  teudeiness  and  kindness  to  him,  lie 
appears  to  have  been  very  feelingly  sensible. 

Leaving  York,  he  travelled  towards  Whilbv  and 
Scarborough.  At  the  latter  ])lace  he  was  kindly 
invited  by  the  governor,  to  visit  hiur  and  his  v,  lie; 
^vhich  he  accordingly  accepted,  and  was  very 
courteously  received.  Passing  over  the  W  olds, 
and  through  FIoldcrnes«  he  turned  into  the  western 
parts  of  tlie  county^   aii  lie  caiue  to  John  3IoorV; 
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at  Eldieth,  near  Settle.  Here  he  had  a  large  and 
satisfactory  meeting.  Colonel  Kirby,  an  old  per- 
secutor, Nvhohad  threatened  George  Fox,  and  had 
offered  forty  pounds  to  any  man  who  would  take 
him,  was  now  confined  near  this  place  with  the 
gout,  incapable  of  fulfilling  his  threats. 

An    exercise    now  came    upon    him   to  visit 
Friends    in    Ireland,    where  it   appears  the   So- 
ciety liad  been  for  several  years  established.  Leav- 
ing Yorksliire,    he    passed    through    Staffordshire 
and  Cheshire  to  Liverpool,  where  he,  with  Ro- 
bert Lodge,  James  Lancaster,   Thomas  Briggs, 
and  John  Stubbs,  took  shipping  for  Ireland.     Be- 
ing at  sea  on  the  llrst  day,  George  held  a  religious 
niecliiig    with    the    passengers    and    sailors,    and 
preached  to  them ;  w  liich  occasioned  this  remark 
from  the  master  of  the  vessel :  "  Come,  here  are 
things  that  you  never  heard  in  your  lives."     Ou 
their  landing  in  Ireland,  and  coming  near  to  Dub- 
lin,   George    says,    " '1  lie    e;.iiii    and    air    smelt, 
nielhought,  w'liU  the  conuptioii  ol   the  nation;   so 
lliat  it  yi<"Ided  anolher  smell  to  me  tiian  England 
did,   which  I  imputed    to   the   Popi-^h    Massacres, 
that  had  been  cojnniittcd,   and  the  blood  that  had 
been  spilt  in  it,   from  which  a  foulness  ascended." 
Such  were  the  line  feclinus  of  this  teiuler-iiearlrd 
Christiiin,  on  vnious  occasions,  where  places  hatl 
been  marked  willi  persecution  and  bloodbhed. 
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On  their  arrival  in  Dublin,  George  Fox  and 
his  companions  went  to  an  inn,  not  being  ai)le  at 
first  to  find  any  of  their  own  Friends ;  but  these 
soon  found  tliem,  and  received  them  with  great 
joy.  They  made  but  a  short  stay  in  that  city,  go- 
ing to  a  meeting  for  one  of  the  provinces ;  after 
attending  which,  they  proceeded  towards  Cork. 
At  one  place  where  they  had  a  meeting,  the  Pa- 
pists manifested  much  dissatisfaction ;  on  which 
George  sent  them  a  challenge,  "  to  try  their  God 
and  their  Christ,  which  tliey  made  of  bread  and 
wine."  This  not  being  accepted,  he  told  them 
that  they  were  worse  than  the  Priests  of  Baal, 
who  were  willing  to  try  their  wooden  God;  but 
they  were  not  willing  to  try  theirs  of  bread  and  wine. 
He  also  told  them,  that  Baal's  priests  did  not  eat 
their  God,  as  they  did,  and  then  make  another. 
These  were  simple  and  cogent  truths ;  but  it  is 
to  be  feared  made  little  or  no  impression  on  their 
benighted  minds. 

The  ]\Tayor  of  Cork  appears  to  have  been  of  a 
persecuting  spirit.  He  issued  four  warrants  against 
George  Fox,  and  sent  descripDuns  of  iiim  to 
places  at  a  great  distance,  in  order  to  have  Iiim 
imprisoned.  JSotwitiistandiug  iliis,  George  rotle 
into  that  city,  and  passed  the  Mayoi's  door,  who  saw 
and  knew  him,  without  being  apprehended. 
Some  other  ^Maiiistrates  also  manifested  llie  same 
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disposition  as  the  Mayor  of  Cork  ;  "  yet,"  says  he, 
"  the  Lord  disappointed  all  their  counsels,  defeated 
all  their  designs  against  me  ;  and  by  his  good  hand 
of  Providence,  preserved  me  out  of  all  their  snares, 
and  gave  us  many  sweet  and  blessed  opportunities 
to  visit  Friends,  and  spread  truth  through  that  na- 
tion. Friends  were  greatly  refreshed  and  com- 
forted, in  feeling  the  love  of  God.  Oh  the  bro- 
kenness  that  was  amongst  them  in  the  flowinss  of 
life  !  so  that  in  the  power  and  spirit  of  the  Lord, 
many  together  broke  out  into  singmg  with  audible 
voices,  making  melody  in  their  hearts." 

i\fler  travelling  over  great  part  of  Leiand,  and 
being  engaged  in  various  controversies,  as  well  as 
visiting  the  meetings  ot  Friends,  he  returned  to 
Dublin  ;  where  he  attended  their  meeting  o  ntlie 
first  day  of  the  week,  which,  he  observes,  was  very 
large  and  precious.  Here  he  took  shipping  for 
Liverpool,  after  parting  with  his  Friends  with 
much  tender  aft'ection.  His  visit  to  that  nation 
appears  to  have  produced  a  very  favourable 
oninion  of  iMiends  there,  whom  he  desciil)es  as 
'^  a  good,  weighty  and  true  people,  sensible  of  the 
power  of  God,  tender  of  his  truth,  and  having  good 
order  in  their  meetings." 


CHAP.  XVI. 

1669  to  1671  ■ — Returns  from  Ireland. — Ti-axels  throitgk 
Lancaahire,  Cheshire,  SfC.  to  Nailsworth,  in  Gloucester- 
shire. Singular  circumstance  occurs  there. — Goes  to 
Bristol.  Is  jnarried  to  Margaret  Fell. — Passes  through 
Wilts,  Berks,  Oxon,  and  Bucks,  to  London.  Endca- 
•cours  to  obtain  his  uifc's  release  from  prcmunire.  Sjif- 
ferings  in  consequence  of  the  Conventicle  Act. — Travels 
into  various  Counties. — Suffers  much  in  body  and  jnind^ 
on  account  of  profantncss  and  persecution, — His  prayer 
on  that  account. 

i\LL  the  Friends  who  accompanied  George 
Fox  to  Ireland,  except  John  Stubbs,  returned  with 
him,  having  probably  been  his  companions  whilst 
in  that  country.  After  a  stormy  passage,  they 
landed  at  l^iverpool,  and  proceeded  through  Lan- 
cashire, Cheshire,  iicc.  into  Gloucestershire.  At 
Jsailsvvorth  in  this  county,  he  heard  of  a  report 
tliat  he  was  turned  PresbWerian  ;  and  that  a  puJpit 
wss  prepared  for  hnn  in  a  yard  m  that  place,  where 
it  was  supposed  a  thousand  j)eople  would  attend 
the  next  day  to  hear  him.  "^Ihis  repoit  arose  from 
a  person  of  the  name  of  John  l"ox  having  ap- 
pointed a  meeting  there,  vvliose  name  was,  it 
a|!pears  by  design,  changed  to  George  Fox.  A 
very  large  meeting  was  collected  :  but  tlie  people 
finding  that  lliey  were  imj)osed  upon^  many  hun- 
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cjrcds  left  the  meeting,  and  came  to  one  then  col- 
Jecled  by  the  real  George  Fox,  very  near  the  other. 
The  people  were  sober  and  alteutive,  and  some  of 
them  said,  they  liked  George  Fox  the  Qnaker's 
preaching,  better  than  George  Fox  tiie  Presby- 
terian's. "  'llms,"  he  observes,  "  by  my  providen- 
tial coming  into  these  parts,  of  that  time,  tiiis  false 
report  was  discovered,  and  shame  came  over  the 
CtMitrivcrs  of  it.** 

From  Nailsworth  he  went  to  Bristol,  where 
he  met  with  his  friend  ^largaret  Fell,  who  was 
there  on  a  visit  to  one  of  her  daughters.  George 
had  fur  sotne  tune  past,  entertained  a  prospect  of 
marriage  w  ilh  Margaret ;  and  had  already  connnu;« 
iiicaled  his  views  to  her,  with  which  she  appears 
to  have  united.  "  I^ut  now,"  to  give  the  narra- 
tive in  his  own  words,  "  afier  I  was  come  back 
from  Ireland,  and  come  to  Bristol,  and  found 
Margaret  leil  there,  it  opened  in  me  from  the 
Lord,  that  tlif  llnng  should  now  be  accomplished  ; 
ami,  alUr  we  hail  (li'^toursed  llie  t!iing  together,  J 
told  her,  if  she  also  was  satisfied  wiUi  the  accoiu- 
i)lishliig  of  it  now,  she  should  scud  i'or  her  cliil- 
«heu,  wlucii  she  (hd.  And  when  the  rest  of  her 
ilauglit(rs  were  cuuir,  I  askid  both  them  ant!  her 
sous  ill  law,  if  they  h;"!  ;iuv  lhiii_^  Huaiust  it,  or  for 
it,  desii'U'jj  llu'iii  to  sptuk  ;  tiinl  llu'V  all  st'\o- 
raily  cxpicased  their  sulis'.aclluu  tlierrm.  Then  i 
T 
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asked  Margaret,  if  she  had  fulfilled  and  performed 
Iier  husband's  will  to  her  children.  She  replied, 
the  children  knew  that.  Whereupon  I  asked 
them,  if  their  mother  married,  they  should  not 
lose  by  it ;  and  I  asked  Margaret,  whether  she 
had  done  any  thing  in  lieu  of  it,  which  might 
answer  it  to  the  children.  The  children  said,  she 
had  answered  it  to  them,  and  desired  me  to  speak 
no  more  of  that.  I  told  them,  "  I  was  plain,  and 
would  have  all  things  done  plainly ;  for  I  sought 
not  any  outward  advantage  to  myself."  So  after 
1  had  acquamted  the  children  with  it,  our  intention 
of  marriage  was  laid  before  Friends,  privately  and 
publicly,  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  Friends ;  many 
of  whom  gave  testimony  thereunto,  that  it  was  of 
God.  Afterwards,  a  Meeting  being  appointed  on 
purpose,  for  the  accomplishing  thereof,  in  the 
public  Meetmg-house  at  Broadmead,  m  Bristol,  we 
took  each  other  in  marriage,  the  Lord  joining  us  to- 
gether in  the  honourable  marriage,  in  the  everlast- 
ing covenant  and  immortal  seed  of  life  :  in  the  sense 
whereof,  living  and  weighty  testimonies  were  borne 
thereunto,  by  Friends,  in  the  movings  of  the  hea- 
venly power,  which  united  us  together.  Then  was 
a  certificate,  relating  both  to  the  proceedings  and 
marriage,  openly  read  and  signed  by  the  relations, 
and  by  most  of  the  anlient  Friends  in  that  city, 
besides  many  other  Friends  from  divers  parts  oJ 
the  nation." 
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They  continued  about  a  week  in  Bristol  after 
their  marriage,  and  then  went  together  to  Old- 
stone,  where  they  parted,  "  betaking  ourselves,'* 
he  says,  "  each  to  our  several  service ;  Margaret 
returning  homewards,  and  I  passing  on  into  the 
counties,  in  the  work  of  the  Lord."  Truvelhng 
through  Wilts,  Berks,  Oxon,  and  Bucks,  he  came 
to  London  ;  having  "  had  many  large  and  precious 
meetings."  Whilst  in  London,  he  wrote  an  epistle 
to  the  several  quarterly  meetings,  recommending 
them  to  put  out  poor  children  to  useful  occupa- 
tions and  trades  among  Friends  ;  and  to  establish 
funds  for  that  purpose;  "  by  which,"  he  says,  "ye 
may  come  to  help  the  children  of  poor  Friends; 
that  they  mny  rear  up  their  fanjihes,  and  preserve 
thcni  in  the  fear  of  God." 

After  a  short  stay  in  London,  he  travelled,  in 
IG70,  into  Essex,  Hertfordshire,  and  other  coun- 
ties, to  Leicestershire,  Nvhere  he  had  reijuesled  liis 
wife  to  meet  him;  but  instead  of  mceliug  her  lie 
received  an  account  lliat  she  was  coniiuiltrd  to 
prison  at  Lancaster,  upon  an  old  prcnuniire,  iVoia 
which  she  had  been  liberated  about  a  year  before. 
On  hearing  this,  George  relnrned  to  Jvnulon, 
taking  several  meetings  in  his  way.  When  he 
reached  London,  he  advised  ]Mary  Lowtr  and 
Sarah  Fell,  two  of  his  wife's  daughters,  to  a|>ply 
inunediately  to  the  King,  and  inform  him  how  iheiv 
•r  <2 
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Miothei  was  circumslauced ;  also  to  obtain  a  full 
discharge  both  ol"  her  person  and  estate  from  the 
effects  of  the  preniunive.  The  business  was  at- 
tended w  ith  considerable  ditriculty ;  but  by  close 
application  was  at  length  effected.  Sarah  Fell 
went  into  Lancashire  with  a  letter,  written  by  oi=- 
der  of  the  King,  for  her  mother's  liberation  ;  bj 
her  George  wrote  to  his  wife,  m  horn  he  thus  af-^ 

fectiorately  addresses :  "  My  dear  heart  in  the 
truth  and  life  that  changeth  not."' 

In  the  year  1670  an  additional  exercise  fell  upon 
George  I'ox  and  his  Friends,  i-y  the  passing  of  the 
Conveaticle  Act ;  a  law  which  was  occasioned  by 
some  tumultuous  meetings  that  had  occurred  in 
the  countiy.  It  forbade  more  than  four  persons 
to  meet  togetlier,  except,  I  suppose,  in  the  congre- 
gations of  the  Church  of  England.  On  this  fresh 
Ij-ial;  George  fu'st  adch'essed  a  letter  to  ]Magis- 
Irales,  to  sliOM  thein  tlie  unreasonableness  of  this 
law,  and  to  soften  their  minds  in  the  execution  of 
it ;  after  which  he  addressed  an  epistle  to  his 
Friends,  to  encourage  tliem  to  faithfulness,  and  to 
bear  with  Christian  patience  and  content,  the  suf- 
fering that  was  coming  upon  them.  To  this  he 
»lso  encouraged  iheni  by  his  example ;  for  t!ic 
next  First  Day  he  went  to  the  Meeting  at  Grace- 
church  street  ;  where  he  expected  the  attack 
would  begiu.     TlmS;  like  a  good  General,  placiiig 
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himself  in  tlie  front  of  the  battle,  animating  his 
followers  by  his  example  and  his  precepts  5  being 
resolved  to  face  all   the  dangers  of  his  situation. 
When  he  came  near  the  meeting-house,  he  found 
all  the  avenues  to   it  guarded   with  soldiers.     He 
however  got  into   the  court,   where   a  Friend  was 
preaching.     After  he    had  finished,  George    ad- 
dressed tiie  people,  beginiung   with   these   words, 
"  Saul,  Saul,   why  persecutest  thou  me  ?"     After 
he  had  spoken  a  short  time,   he   >vas  seized  by  a 
constable,  accompanied  with  an  informer  and  sol- 
diers, to  whom  he  shortly  said,  "  Blessed  are  the 
peacemakers."     He  was  now  put  among  the  sol- 
diers,   tlie   odicer   saying,  "  You  are   the  man  t 
looked  for."    Some  other  Friends  were  also  taken 
with  him,  and  as  they  were  going  to  the  Mayor's 
house,  tl>e  informer  said  to  them,  "  It  would  never 
be  a  good  world,   till  all  people  came  to  the  good 
ohi    religion    that    was   two  hundred  years  ago.'* 
Upon  this  George   charged  him  with  being  a  Pa- 
pist,  which   soon  spread   anwng   the  people  ;  so 
that  after  they  came   to   the  court  of  the  Mayor'5 
house,  who  was  not  then   at  home,  the  poor  man 
was  so  intimidated,  that  lie  was  desirous  of  makinjr 
his  escape ;  but  when  he  came  into  the  street,  llic 
people  cried   out,   "  A  Papist  informer,   a  Papist 
informer."     The  nran  w:is  so  roughly  treated,  tiiat 
George  and  his   Friends,   those   a^jaiiist   wliom  he 
had  informed,  desired  the  eoustuble   and  syldicrT 
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to  rescue  him  out  of  the  people's  hands,  uhich 
they  did,  and  brought  him  back  to  the  Mayor's  : 
but  when  he  at  last  went  away,  the  soldiers  had 
again  to  interfere  ;  and  such  was  the  disgust  ex- 
cited against  the  man,  that  the  soldiers  took  him 
to  a  barber's  shop,  where  he  disguised  himself  by 
changing  his  wig,  and  thus  he  was  enabled  to 
make  his  escape. 

After  waiting  some  time,  the  !Mayor  came,  and 
first  examined  some  Presbyterian  and  Baptist 
teachers,  whom  he  treated  rather  sharply,  and  con- 
victed them.  To  George  Fox  and  his  Friends  he, 
however,  behaved  with  much  mildness,  recom- 
mending tiiem,  as  Christ's  promise  applied  to  two 
or  three  who  were  met  in  his  name,  and  the  King's 
indulgence  extended  to  four,  to  meet  in  such  small 
numbers  as  would  not  infringe  the  law.  This  was 
very  plausible;  but  George  soon  showed  the  fallacy 
of  his  reasoning,  replying  that "  Christ's  promise  was 
not  to  discourage  many  from  meeting  in  his  name, 
but  to  encourage  the  few,"  wishing  liim  "  to  con- 
sider whether  this  Act  would  not  have  taken  hold 
of  Christ,  with  his  twelve  apostles  anJ  seventy 
disciples  :"  with  more  to  tl;-  ^ame  purpose.  After 
some  discourse  on  the  ];.  .  ,>liip  oi'  t1  .  Conventicle 
j\ct,  the  Mayor  took  down  the  names  of  ilie 
Friends,  and  dism;-  rd  them.  Being  setat  liberty, 
George  immediuicly  retumcd  lo  ins  post  ac  Grace- 
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ehurch  street,  from  wliicli  he  had  been  taken. 
Fjjuliiig  the  people  generally  dispersed,  he  went 
into  a  Friend's  house,  and  sent  to  uiquire  how  his 
Friends  had  fared  at  the  other  meetnig-houses  in 
the  city.  IJe  found  that  there  had  been  a  general 
attempt  to  put  the  new  law  in  execution.  Some 
Friends  were  taken,  and  liberated  in  a  few  days  ; 
but  such  was  the  zeal  which  animated  the  minds 
of  Friends,  that  as  soon  as  some  who  were  preacli- 
ing  were  taken  down,  others  stood  up  to  speak  ;. 
to  the  admiration  of  the  people.  This  aduiiration 
was  increased,  by  the  different  couduct  of  many 
other  dissenters  ;  so  ihat,  on  the  whole,  this  trviiig 
time  proved  a  means  of  spreading  the  great  and 
good  cause,  which  George  Fox  and  ids  Friends  la- 
boured to  promote. 

The  heat  of  persecution  abating  in  the  city,  he 
felt  his  mind  easy  to  leave  it,  and  to  visit  Ins 
frictuls  in  the  country.  He  attended  several  ineet- 
iiiL^s  in  Middlesex,  I'ucks,  and  Oxon,  v\liicli  weie 
not  disunbc'd  by  Mai^istrales  or  others.  At  Ut-ad- 
ing,  in  Uerks,  he  foniul  Friends  generally  in  prisuii, 
vhom  he  visited  there,  luid  liati  a  religious  nuet- 
iug  with  them,  which  was  atteiuled  by  several 
Oilier  persons.  '^Fhis  opportunity  was  eiicoiira.;ing 
and  relVe  '  .g  to  the  prisoners,  whom  he  reeoin- 
nKiided,  \>iUi  a  small  pieseut;  to  the  Kiiu'.uess  uis 
the  jiiiier.. 
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Travelling  awhile  longer  in  Surrey,  Sussex^ 
Kent^  and  Essex,  his  mind  was  brought  under 
great  exercise,  on  account  of  the  profaneness  and 
persecution  which  prevailed  in  the  nation.  This 
appears  to  have  produced  a  long  and  heavy  indis- 
position of  body ;  so  that^  for  a  time,  both  his  sight 
and  hearing  in  a  great  measure  failed  him.  Dur- 
ing his  illness,  he  was  removed  from  one  Friend's 
house  to  another,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London; 
This  was  in  the  winter  of  I67O  and  1671,  in  which 
time,  after  some  improvement  in  his  health,  he 
wrote  two  short  ej)istles  to  his  Friends  ;  and  one 
to  the  rulers  of  the  nation,  whom  he  faithfully 
warned,  as  he  had  before  done,  of  the  evil  of  per- 
secution, and  the  sore  judgments  which  would  be 
its  consequence^  Bemg  also  greatly  oppressed 
with  the  licentiousness  which  was  then  openly 
manifested  in  the  nation,  he  was  engaged  to  put 
up  a  prayer  to  God,  in  the  following  words, 
which  he  committed  to  writing  on  the  1 7th  day  of 
the  2d  mouth,  1 67 1 . 

'*  O  Lord  God  Almighty!  Prosper  truth,  and 
preserve  justice  and  equity  in  the  land  !  Bring 
down  all  injustice,  iniquity,  oi)pression,  falsehood^ 
cruelty,  and  unmercifulness  in  the  land ;  that 
inercy  and  righteousness  may  flourish, 

**  O  Lord  God  I  Set  up  aiid  establish  verity, 
and  preserve  it  in  the  laud  I    Bring  dowu  in  ih« 
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land  all  debauchery,  vice,  whoredoms,  fornication, 
and  this  raping  spirit,  which  causeth  people  to 
have  no  esteem  of  thee,  O  God  !  nor  of  their  own 
souls'or  bodies  ;  uor  of  Christianity,  modesty,  or 
humanity. 

"O  Lord!  Put  it  in  the  Magistrates'  hearts  to 
bring  down  all  this  ungodliness,  violence,  ciuelty, 
prophaneness,  cursing  and  swearing;  and  to  put 
down  all  these  lewd  houses  and  playhouses;  \\hich 
corrupt  youth  and  people  ;  and  lead  them  from 
tljy  kingdom,  where  no  unclean  thing  can  enter, 
neither  shall  come.  Such  works  lead  people  to 
hell.  Lord  !  In  mercy  bring  down  all  these  thii>gs 
in  the  nation,  to  stop  thy  wrath,  O  God !  from 
coming  on  tlie  land. 

"  G.  F." 


CHAP.  XVII. 

1671  to  'l673-'-'Ohtains  a  more  complete  Viberation  for 
his  unfc. — Sails  for  America. — iMnds  in  Barbadoes.-— 
Continues  there  three  months.— 'Goes  to  Jamaira. — After 
spending  seven  ivceks  there,  sails  for  Mart/land. — Thence 
travels  through  New  Jersey/,  SfC.  to  Long  Island,  Rhode 
Island,  and  Nezo  England. — Returns  hy  East  Jersey, 
SfC.  to  Maryland.— '■Goes  to  Virginia  and  Carolina. — 
Returns  again  to  Maryland. — Sails  for  E?)gland.— 
Lands  in  King's  Road,  near  Bristol. — Writes  to  his 
Wife. 

Notwithstanding  the  liberation  of 

Margaret  Fox,  as  before  1  elated,  by  order  of  the 
King  ;  yet  her  persecutors  found  means,  by  the 
new  Conventicle  Act,  either  to  retain  her  in  con- 
finement, or  soon  to  recommit  her  to  prison  ;  but, 
when  the  violence  of  the  persecution  \vas  a  little 
abated,  her  husband  employed  a  woman  Friend, 
Martha  Fisher,  and  another  of  her  sex,  to  aj)ply 
again  to  the  King  for  her  release  ;  who  granted 
a  discharge  under  the  broad  seal,  by  \shich  both 
her  person  and  estate  were  now  eflfectually  clenred 
from  the  premunire,  under  which  she  had  sutfered 
for  ten  years.  On  her  release,  George  requested 
her  attendance  in  Loudon,  as  he  proposed  soon  to 
sail  for  America,  and  was  desirous  of  her  com- 
pany, previously  to  his  undertaking  so  long  and  tiy- 


LIFE  OF  GEORGE  f  OX.  227 

ing  a  journey.     This  request  she  readily  complied 
with,  and  they  spent  several  weeks  together,  at  the 
house  of  John  Rouse,  of  Kingston,  who  had  mar- 
ried  one    of    Margaret'  Fox's   daughters.      The 
yearly  meethig    ni   London,    was  now   at   hand, 
which  was   "a  very  large  and  precious  meeting." 
After  it  was  over,  and  (Jeorge  had  finished  some 
other   services   in    this    nation,    he   embarked   at 
Oravestnd,  on  the  12th  of  6lh  month,  I071,  in  a 
jatch  called  the  Industry,  for  Barbadoes.    Twelve 
of  his  Friends,   two  of  whom   were  women,  were 
his  companions  in  the  voyage  ;  and  most  or  all  of 
them  were  under  a  like  religious  engagement  with 
himself.       Their   names    were,    Thomas    Briggs, 
William  Edmundson,  John  Bouse,  John  Stubbs, 
Solomon   Eccles,  James   Lancaster,   John  Cart- 
wright,  Robert  Widders,   George  Pattison,  John 
Hull,  Elizabeth  Hooton,  and  Elizabeth  Miers.— 
His  wife  accompanied  him  to  the   Downs,  and 
they  parted   at    Deal;  where  some  of  the  passen- 
gers went  on  shore.     \\  hen  they  had   been  about 
three  weeks  at  sea,  they  were  pursued  by  a  Sallee 
man  of  war,  a  kind  of  piratical  vessel  of  the  Al- 
gcrine  States.     Without  any  avowed  hostility  to  a 
particular  nation,  these  pirates  took  and  plundered 
■all  vessels  they  could  meet  with. 

Wlifin  it  grew  dark,  tliey  alter*  d  tlicir  cour«c  to 
niLsb'  tlic  enemy  ;  but  the  piratical  vessel  changed  her 
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course  also,  and  gained  upon  lliem.    At  night  the 
master  and  others  went  into  George's  caLju,  and 
asked  him  what  they  should  do ;  addnig  "  il  the 
mariners  had  taken   Paul's  counsel,  they  had  not 
come  to  the  damage  they  did."     In  the   conversa- 
tion that  passed,  George  Fox  told  them  he  was  no 
mariner,   and   diat  "  It  was  a  trial  of  faith,  diere- 
fore  the  Lord  was   to   be  waited  on  for  counsel." 
"  So  retiring,"  he  says,  "  in  spini,  the  Lord  show- 
ed me,  *  That  his  life   and  power   was  placed  be- 
tween us  and   the  ship  that  puisued  us.'     1  io,d 
this  to  die  master  and  the  rest,   and   that  the  best 
way  was  to  tack  about  and  steer  our  right  course, 
putting  out  the  candles."     However,  before  mid- 
nigiit,  the  watch  called   and  said,  "1  hey  are  just 
upon    us ;"     yet  George's  faiih   was   strong   that 
they  should   be   delivered  ;   and  he  kept  quietly  in 
his  cabin.     The  master  and  some  ol  the  seamen 
came  again  and  asked  him  if  they  might  not  steer 
such   a   point;  to   which   he  consented.     By  this 
lime  the   Uioon  was  quite  gone  down,  a  fresh  gale 
arc)^e,  and   li.ey  sailed  on  briskly,  and  saw  the  pi- 
rate no  inoie. 

The  next  duy,  being  the  first  of  the  week,  when 
llicy  usnaily  had  a  religions  meeting  in  liie  ship, 
George  exhorted  the  people  "  to  mind  the  niei- 
oies  of  God,  who  had  delivered  t!if m  ;  for  they 
miirht  have   been   all   in  the  Tiuk>'  hands  bv  that 
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lime,  had  not  the  Lord's  hand  saved  them."  After 
a  voyage  of  above  seven  w  eeks,  they  landed  at  Bar- 
badoes,  where  a  Sallee  merchant  told  the  people 
that  "  one  of  the  Sallee  men  of  war  saw  a  mon- 
strous yatch  at  sea,  had  her  in  chace,  and  w  as  just 
upon  her ;  but  there  was  a  spirit  in  her  that  he 
could  not  take." 

During  the  voyage,  though  George  was  not 
affected  with  sea  sickness,  his  health  declined  very 
nuich ;  for  the  consequences  of  his  long  and  great 
sufferings  when  in  prison,  seemed  now  to  be  par- 
ticularly felt  in  this  warm  climate ;  and  he  ex- 
perienced great  pains,  with  other  very  unfavourable 
symptoms.  After  this  trying  voyage,  when  he 
landed  at  Barbadoes,  he  was  taken  to  the 
house  of  a  Friend,  Richard  Forstall ;  where,  and 
at  Thomas  Rouse's,  he  continued  several  weeks. 
During  this  time,  his  mind  in  general  was  pretty 
cheerful,  though  he  became  much  exercised  oa 
account  of  the  unrighteousness  of  the  people, 
which  lay  as  a  great  weight  upon  him.  After 
a))ove  a  mouth's  confinement,  his  spirit  became 
easier,  and  his  bodily  health  recovered  in  some 
degree  ;  but  not  being  able  to  travel,  Tiiends  held 
their  mens  and  wumens  meetings  for  the  exercise 
of  Christian  discipline,  at  his  lodj^inirs.  Here  he 
found  many  disorders  had  crept  in  ;  and  he  gave 
much  excellent  advice,  jarticuiarly  on  the  subject 
of  marriaj^e ;  discouraging  this  councxiou  with 
I 
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near  kindred,  the  entering  into  that  state  too  early 
in  life  ;  and   also   without   wailing  a  proper  time 
after  the  decease  of  a  former  wife  or  husband. 
JHe  also  advised  them  to  be  tender  of  one  another's 
characters,  discouraging  all  defamation  and  slan- 
der.    The  keeping  of  registers  of  their  marriages, 
births,    and    burials  ;    the    providmg    of   suitable 
burying  grounds,   the  makmg   of  their  wills,  and 
the  proper  disposal  of  legacies  left  for  the  service 
of  the  society,   were   all  subjects  of  his  care  and 
advice  ;  also  the  registering  the  condemnations  of 
those   M'hose   conduct   had   been    disorderly ;  and 
■who,    through    true   repentance,   were  willing  to 
make  public  acknowledgment  of  their  outgoings. 
The  negroes  hkew  ise,  as  might  be  expected,  formed 
a   particular  part  of  his  care.      His  first  concern 
for  them  was,  that  they  should  j)artake  of  religious 
instruction,  and   be  trained  up  in  the  fear  of  God  ; 
in    the  next  place,  that   they   should  be    treated 
mildly  and  gently,   and  no   cruelty  exercised  to- 
•\\ards  them  ;  and  lastly,  that  after  several  jears  of 
servitude,  they  should  be  liberated  from  a  state  of 
slavery.      Ijad   these   wise   Christian  instructions 
been  generally  practised  in  our  West  India  islaiuls, 
much  hji])piness  would  have   been  substituted  for 
much  misery  ;  and  many  both   private  and  public 
evils  have  been  prevented. 

When  he  became  able  to  go  a  little  abrond.  he 
tisited  the   Governor  of  the  Dand,  by  whom  Jhff 
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was  kindly  received  and  treated.  After  tliis,  he 
v\  cut  to  Bridge  Town,  wliere  he  and  other  Friencis 
had  ai  large  meeting.  Ihe  civil  reception  v\ hicli 
he  met  with  from  the  Governor  being  generally 
known,  many  of  the  higher  ranks  of  the  people 
attended  the  meeting,  in  which  three  other  Friends 
having  spoken  in  public  testimony,  George  wa« 
rather  straitened  for  time ;  yet  he  was  enabled,  after- 
wards, to  relieve  his  mind  to  the  general  and  great 
.satisfaclioa  of  those  present.  Many  other  large 
and  comfortable  meetings  he  had  in  this  Island,  in 
which  he  was  the  means  of  removing  some  mis- 
representations, that  had  been  industriously  circu- 
la»ed  against  him  and  his  Friends.  At  one  of 
these  meetings,  a  Cohmel  Lyne  said,  "I^iow  I  cair 
galn^ifuy  such  as  1  have  heard  speak  evil  of  \oii, 
who  say  you  do  not  own  Christ,  nor  that  he  died  ; 
whereas  f  perceive  that  you  exalt  Christ  in  all  liis 
oflices,  beyond  what  1  have  ever  lieartl  before." 
Jt  apj;ears  that  the  eiitniies  of  the  society,  not 
being  able  to  raise  }>er^eculi<)n  \}\  the  civil  or  mi- 
litary governors,  eiuleasoured  to  (lefanie  Frieuu^ 
and  their  principle^ ;  but  this  zealous  and  active 
defender  of  the  trulh,  met  his  enemies  in  all  their 
atteM)pts  to  injure  it;  and  here,  not  onlv  in  his 
sound  gospel  preaehui^-,  'iutwed  tlie  fa-l^ehood  of 
their  reports  ;  but,  in  conjunction  with  some  oilier 
i'ricuds,  Ik-  pitltltsjivd  a  paper,  fullv  dec  huing  the 
lailli  of  the  society  in  (joel  uiid  in  C  luk-l  ;  ai-.o 
r    'J 
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their  belief  in  the  divine  inspiration  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures.  Another  slander  was  raised,  that 
Friends  taught  the  negroes  to  rebel ;  which  is  also 
noticed  and  contradicted  in  this  paper.  This 
seenis  to  have  arisen  from  their  having  had  several 
religious  meetings  with  them,  in  which  the  negroes 
were  exhorted  to  the  practice  of  justice,  sobriety, 
temperance,  chastity,  and  piety  ;  and  to  be  subject 
to  their  masters  and  governors ;  all  of  which  wa3 
directly  contrary  to  the  suggestions  of  the  adver- 
saries of  the  society. 

After  continuing  full  three  months  in  this  Island, 
"  having  visited  Friends  thoroughly,  settled  meet- 
ings, and  dispatched  the  service  for  which  the  Lord 
brought"  him  there,  and  being  clear  of  Bai  badoes, 
he  informed  the  Governor  and  others  of  his  inten- 
tion to  leave  them,  and  go  to  Jamaica;  for  which 
island  he  sailed,  on  the  8th  of  1 1th  month,  1671, 
in  company  with  several  other  Friends.  After  a 
short  and  pleasant  voyage,  they  landed  in  Jamaica, 
where  they  found  several  of  their  companions  from 
England,  engaged  in  gospel  labour,  with  whom 
they  united.  Though  the  minds  of  many  of  the 
people  were  much  corrupted,  yet  no  opposition, 
either  by  the  Magistrates  or  the  people,  appears 
to  have  been  offered.  Many  were  convinced  of 
the  rectitude  of  those  doctrines  which  were  preach- 
ed to  them  5  amongst  whom  were  several  persons 
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ef  eminence  in  the  island.  George  Fox  visited 
the  Clovernor  twice,  by  whom  and  several  of  the 
Magistrates,  lie  was  kindly  received. 

After  continuing  about  seven  weeks  in  Jamaica-; 
he  and  his  companions  sailed  for  Maryland;  but 
in  ihcir  vcvyage  there,  they  had  very  stornw  wea- 
ther, and  Were  in  great  danger  of  being  sJiip-' 
urecked ;  particularly  in  passing  through  the  Gulf 
of  Florida.  George's  relictions  and  remarks  on 
this  occasion,  are  distinguished  by  that  })iety  which 
formed  a  prominent  feature  in  his  character : 
"  'HiC  great  God,''  lie  observes,  '*  who  is  Lord  of 
sea  and  laud;  and  who  rideth  upon  the  wi»?gs  of 
the  \\}Vid,  did,  b\  his  power,  presi-rve  us  tiirougli 
nuuty  and  gieat  diuigers,  when,  by  extreme  stress 
of  weather,  our  vt;ssel  was  divers  times  like  to  be 
overset,  and  rnu<  ii  <jf  her  tackling  brokc'i.  In- 
dtcd,  we  \\er«'  s*  nsiMe  that  the  Lord  was  a  God 
at  hand,  and  lliiil  his  ear  was  open  to  the  suppli- 
calii)ns  of  his  ptople:  for  when  llie  winds  weie 
so  sii'>ug  and  b(.-!>!cr<>"s,  and  l!ic  storms  an;i  teii'.- 
pesls  so  great,  li -'.l  llie  bado;-s  knew  not  wliat  to, 
do,  hut  let  llje  srup  ;:o  uliicii  way  >lie  vv«;;dd,  tJiei- 
did  we  |K-ciy  uulo  ih"  l^on!,  v'ho  did  gra(i()u>iv 
hear  and  accept  us  ;  ;.nd  did  culm  tlie  winds  «uid 
swas  guvf:  u-'  sv  ;•  •(  m:iI)I'„'  wcuditr,  anti  tn<<ilo  u^.  t." 
xcjofci-  in  !jis  ha!; :.li')U.  Hk-ssed  -.ivA  pr:;i.>C'd  be 
:lie  !i<;ly  Uiuiie  "f  I'ie  i.cvd,  \-.  hose  p'>n'''  n-'ih  'Jc- 
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«ninion  over  all,  and  whom  the  winds  and  sea$ 
obey." 

How  similar  are  these  reflections,  to  those  of 
Ae  excellent  Addison,  on  a  like  occasion.  Whea 
describing  his  perilous  situation,  he  says, 

'*  Think,  O  my  sou! !  devoutly  think, 

How  with  affrighted  eyes, 
Thou  saw'st  the  wide  extended  deep, 

In  all  its  horrors  rise* 

Confusion  dwelt  in  ev'ry  face^ 

And  fear  in  ev'ry  heart ; 
When  waves  on  waves,  and  gulphs  on  gnlpl«j 

O'ercame  the  pilot's  art. 

Yet  then  from  all  my  griefs,  O  Lordi 
Thy  mercy  set  me  free, 
•  Whilst  in  the  confidence  of  pray'r. 

My  soul  took  hold  on  thee. 

For  though  in  dreadful  whirls  we  hung^. 

High  on  the  broken  wave, 
I  knew  thou  wast  not  slow  to  hear, 

Nor  impotent  to  save. 

'The  storm  was  laid,  the  winds  retii'd. 

Obedient  to  thy  will ; 
The  sea  that  roar'd  at  thy  command, 

At  thy  command  was  still,. 

Tn  midst  of  dangers,  fears,  and  death. 

Thy  goodness  I'll  adore, 
..And  praise  thee  for  thy  mercies  pas^ 
VVnd  humbly  liope  for  more,'* 
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The  sense  of  the  succeeding  Stanza,  though  not 
expressed,  in  words,  by  George  Fox,  was  strongly 
acted  up  to  in  his  life,  and  at  his  death : 

**  My  life,  if  thon  preserv'st  my  life, 

Thy  sacrifice  shall  be ; 
And  death,  if  death  must  be  my  doom, 

Shall  joiu  my  soul  to  thee." 

On  their  arrival  in  Maryland,  they  went  with 
John  Burnyeat,  a  Friend  from  England,  who  had 
been  visiting  these  parts,  and  had  called  a  general 
meeting  of  Friends  in  this  province,  that  he  might 
take  leave  of  them  previously  to  his  departure  for 
his  own  country.  This  proved  very  seasonable  for 
George  ami  his  companions;  it  being  a  very  large 
meeting,  and  attended  by  many  of  the  most  respec- 
table inhabitants  of  the  country,  who  appeared  to  be 
well  satisfied  with  this  religious  opportunity.  Aftrf 
the  public  meetings  were  over,  the  meetings  for 
discipline  began  ;  and  the  whole  continued  four 
days,  terminating  tJ  the  great  satisfaction  of  those 
"who  attended.  This  was  also  the  case  with  a 
meeti«)g  at  Cliffs,  where  many  who  had  been  back- 
sliders. Mere  restored  ;  and  several  meetings  were 
established  for  taking  care  of  the  affairs  of  the 
church.  Whilst  in  this  province,  he  and  his  com- 
panions had  a  large  meetiHti  on  the  eastern  shore, 
to  which  he  desired  the  ludian  JEmpcror  and  lils 
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Kiogs  might  be  invited.  The  Emperor  came, 
but  tiie  Kings  being  at  a  greater  distance,  and 
having  some  difficulty  in  obtaining  leave  of  their 
council,  did  not  arrive  till  after  the  meeting  was 
over.  George,  however,  had  two  rehgious  oppor- 
tunities with  them  that  evening,  and  tiiey  heard 
the  word  of  the  Lord  willingly,  confessing  to  its 
truth,  and  manifesting  a  desire  to  atterid  more  re- 
ligious meetings.  Thus  did  this  laborious  Minis- 
.  ter  of  the  Gospel,  publish  its  saving  doctrin*!S  to 
Jew  and  Gentile;  to  professing  Christians,  and 
unenligiiletied  Heathens ;  earnestly  dc?iring  that 
all  might  come  to  the  knowledge  of  tlie  truth  and 
be  saved. 

Having  finished  his  services,  for  the  piTsent, 
jn  Maryland,  he  and  Ins  compamons  set  ofl 
for  New  England  on  horseback;  being  desirous  of 
attendi.ig  a  half  year's  meeting  on  Long  Island, 
In  their  journey  thrcHi^b  a  wilderuess  count rv, 
thev  encountered  many  difficulties;  sometiuies  tra- 
velling a  whole  day  wuhout  seeing  any  human  bt  in"- 
or  habitation.  Tlit-y  fre([ueul]y  slept  in  the  woods 
by  a  tire,  and  were  sometimes  acconmiodated  in 
the  Indian  wigwams.  One  night  ttiey  lodg'jd  at 
the  house  of  an  Indian  King,  \Aho,  George  says, 
v;a.^  a  veiT  pretty  man.  He  and  his  wife  entertained 
them,  very  lovingly,  and  gave  tnemthe  best  accom- 
3ii&€^&tit'S  thej^Had ;  buthavij!ccaughvlitli<j-tliaf  day- 
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in  hunting,  they  could  not  spare  much  provisions. 
It  seems  these  Indians  could  not  speak  English; 
but,  at  another  place,  an  Indian  King  came  to 
them  who  understood  the  English  language;  and 
George  spoke  much  to  him  and  his  people,  who 
manifested  great  love  and  kiuduess  on  the  oc- 
casion. 

The  route  which  they  had  taken  led  them  over 
several  rivers,  as  Miles  River,*  Wye,  Chester, 
Saxifrax,  Bohemia,  and  Delaware.  Near  the  last 
river  they  stopped  at  a  Dutch  town,  called  New- 
castle, formerly  New  Amsterdam,  from  which 
place  they  proceeded  by  West  and  East  Jersey  j 
and  at  length  arrived  safely  on  Long  Island,  about 
two  days  before  the  half  year's  meeting  began, 
which  they  were  particularly  desirous  of  attend- 
ing. They  stopped  at  Gravesend  and  Flushing, 
in  their  way  to  Oyster  Bay,  where  the  meeting 
was  held.  It  continued  four  days,  and  was  at- 
tended by  several  persons  who  had  opposed  them- 
selves to  the  establishment  of  meetings  for  disci- 
pline. After  the  other  services  of  the  meeting 
were  over,  George  had  an  opportunity  with  those 
discontented  people,  who  were  much  brought 
down;  and,  to  use  his  own  words,  *'  the  glorious 
truth  of  God  was  exalted  and  set  over  all." 

*  Perhaps  \Yicoinico; 
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Fioni  Long  Island  the  Friends  sailed  to  Rhode 
Island,  where  they  arrived  on  the  30th  of  the  third' 
tnonth,  ]672.  About  a  week"  after  their  arrival, 
came  on  the  yearly  meeting  for  New  England, 
and  other  colonies  adjacent.  This  meeting  con- 
tinued six  days  ;  chielly  occupied  in  public  meet- 
ings, which  were  largely  attended  by  the  peo- 
ple of  all  ranks;  for  there  being  no  Priests  otv 
the  island,  and  no  restrictions  as  to  religious  wor- 
ship, the  people  flocked  in  from  all  parts,  and 
heard  what  was  delivered  to  them  with  much  at- 
tention, diligence,  and  affection,  during  four  days. 
The  public  meetings  being  over,  the  mens  meet- 
ing was  next  held,  and  after  that  the  womens. 
In  these  meetings  much  advice  was  communicated 
respecting  the  service  of  them,  and  "  that  nth 
might  be  kept  clean,  sweet,  and  savoury."  When 
this  large  meeting  was  finished.  Friends  had  been  so 
nearly  united  together  in  the  bonds  of  gospel  love 
and  fellowship,  that  it  was  hard  to  part,  and  they 
spent  two  days  in  taking  leave  of  each  other,  and 
of  those  who  lived  in  the  island;  after  which, 
"  bcnig  mightily  tilled  with  the  presence  and 
power  of  the  Lord,  they  went  away  with  joyful 
hearts  to  their  several  habitations." 

Finding  great  openness  among  the  people^ 
George  felt  his  mind  engaged  to  continue  longer 
on  the  island;   llobert  Widdurs,   wlio  appears  to 
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iiavc  been  his  intimate  fiienil  and  fellow-labourer, 
renmining  with  him.  \V  hilsl  here,  a  marriage  was 
solemnized,  \\hich  George  and  his  companion  at- 
tended, 'llie  manner  in  winch  it  was  conducted 
gave  great  salistaction  to  those  present,  who  ob- 
served that  they  "  never  saw  such  a  solenui  as- 
sembly, on  such  an  occasion ;  so  weighty  a  mar- 
riage, and  so  comely  an  order."  In  this  island  he 
also  met  with  some  Ranters,  who  opposed  the 
eslablislmient  of  meetings  for  disciphne ;  with 
these  he  apponited  a  meeting,  which,  it 
seems,  terminated  to  satisfaction.  From  IJhode 
Island,  he  made  an  excursion  to  Providence, 
about  thirty  miles,  where  the  Governor  and  many 
oUjers  accompanied  him.  The  meeting  was  very 
large,  aiid  the  jjcople  went  away  much  salislied, 
desiring  to  have  another  meeting. 

Having  now  finished  his  service  in  Ifliode 
Island,  he  went  to  Narraganset ;  where  he  had  a 
very  large  meeting,  Avhicli  was  of  good  service, 
^lost  of  the  people  had  never  heard  I'riends  preach 
before;  and  they  were  much  aflected  with  what  was 
communicated  to  them.  At  ouc  place  in  this 
neighbomhood,  George  heard  that  some  of  the 
^laui-^trates,  who  ilid  not  then  understand  him  and 
Itis  principle,  said,  *'  if  tin  y  liail  money  enough 
thr\  wx)uld  hire  Imn  to  he  their  ^linister  ;'  but 
•'\]i*jn  he  iieaid  ihi;^,   he  i^aid  to  liis  friends,   ^'  It  is 
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time  for  me  to  be  gone ;  for  if  their  eye  is  so  much 
to  me,  or  any  of  us,  they  will  not  come  to  their 
own  teacher." 

From  Narraganset,  George  and  his  companion 
returned  to  Rhode  Island ;  and  soon  after  sailed 
for  Shelter  Island,  about  twenty-seven  leagues  dis- 
tance ;  having,  besides  Robert  Widders,  James 
Lancaster,  George  Pattison,  and  John  Jay,  in 
company.  They  had  a  tedious  passage  of  three 
days.  Here  they  had  a  meeting  on  the  first  day 
of  the  week  with  the  European  inhabitants ;  and 
a  few  days  afterwards,  with  the  Indians.  This 
meeting  was  attended  by  the  King  and  his  Council, 
and  about  a  hundred  Indians  more.  They  sat 
down  quietly  like  Friends,  and  w  ere  very  attentive 
whilst  George  spoke  to  them  by  an  interpreter. 
They  afterwards  manifested  much  love  ;  and  con- 
fessed to  the  truth  of  what  was  delivered  to  them. 
Before  he  left  the  island,  he  had  another  meeting 
with  the  inhabitants,  which  was  very  large  and  sa- 
tisfactory, the  people  manifesting  much  regard 
both  to  him  and  to  the  truth  which  he  preached. 
In  concluding  the  account  of  his  services  in  this 
island,  he  makes  this  pious  ejaculation :  "  Blessed 
be  the  Lord !  his  name  spreads  and  will  be  great 
among  the  nations,  and  dreadful  among  the 
Heathen." 
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Having  spent  about  ten  days  in  Shelter  Island, 
they  sailed  for  Long  Island,  where,  after  a  very 
tryitig  passage,  they  landed  on  the  7th  of  the  (kh 
month,  IG72,  in  Oyster  Bay.  Here  they  had  a 
large  meeting;  after  vihich  they  went  to  Flushing, 
where  a  meeting  was  also  held ;  which  w  as  at- 
tended by  many  hundreds  of  people  from  different 
parts  of  the  island.  Of  this  George  observes, 
"  A  glorious  and  heavenly  meethig  it  was ;  (praised 
be  the  Lord  God !)  and  the  people  were  much 
satisfied." 

from  Flushing  they  passed  to  Gravesend,  wher^ 
tliey  had  "  three  precious  meetings  ;"  after  which 
tliey  sailed  for  a  new  country,  since  called  Jersey. 
They  landed  in  ^liddletown  harbour ;  and  the 
next  day  travelled  into  the  country,  about  thirty 
n)ik-s,  llirough  woods  and  bogs.  One  of  tlie  latter 
in  particular  was  very  dangerous,  and  had  obtained 
the  name  of  Purgatory.  Alter  a  tr\iiig  journey, 
(hey  came  to  Shrewsbury,  where  they  had  a  very 
.satisfactory  meeting  on  the  first  day  of  the  week. 
During  the  same  v\;?ek  was  held  the  men's  and 
women's  meetings  for  transacting  the  discipline  of 
the  church.  "^I'hese  meetings  George  I'ox  was 
very  earnest  to  establish  in  this  country,  as  Mell 
as  in  Europe ;  being,  it  seems,  uiore  and  m*>re 
couvluec«.l  of  llicir  utility  and  iuiportauce. 
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Whilst  they  were  at  ShiewsbMry,  John  ,Tay^  a 
Friend  of  Barbadoes,  who  had  accompanied  them 
fiom  Rhode  Island,  was  thrown  from  a  horse,  by 
which  his  neck  was  dislocated.  When  taken  up, 
he  was  laid  on  a  tree,  and  considered  as  dead. 
George  Fox  hasted  to  the  place  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible, and,  when  he  came  there,  united  in  the 
general  sentiment.  As  he  stood  over  him,  "  pity- 
ing him  and  his  family,"  he  took  hold  of  his  head, 
and  finding  it  move  any  way,  he  began  to  be  ap- 
prehensive of  the  cause  of  his  situation  ;  on  which 
he  endeavoured  to  put  the  head  and  neck  into  their 
right  place.  The  means  he  used  for  this  purpose 
he  thus  describes  :  "  'llirowing  away  my  stick  and 
my  gloves,  I  took  his  head  in  both  my  hands,  and 
setting  my  knees  against  the  tree,  I  raised  his  head, 
and  perceived  there  was  nothing  out  or  broken 
that  way.  Then  I  put  one  hand  under  his  chin, 
and  the  other  behind  his  head,  and  raised  his  head 
two  or  three  times  wiih  all  my  strength,  and 
brought  it  in.  I  soon  perceived  his  neck  began 
to  grow  stiff  again,  and  then  he  began  to  rattle  in 
his  throat,  and  quickly  after  to  breathe.  1  he 
people  were  amazed  ;  but  I  bid  them  have  a  good 
heart,  and  be  of  good  faith,  and  carry  him  into 
the  house.  They  did  so,  and  set  him  by  the  lire ; 
but  I  bid  them  get  him  something  warm  to  drink, 
and  put  him  to  bed."  In  consequence  of  this 
treatment,   the   Friend  soon   recovered ;    and  the 
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next  day  travelled  \vith  them  ahou^  sixteen  miles, 
to  Middlctovvn ;  ^.nd  niauy  Imudred  miles  after- 
wards. 

At  Middletown  they  had  a  large  and  satisfac- 
tory meeting,  most  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  place 
attending  it.  After  this  meeting,  they  went  to  the 
harbour  about  five  miles,  intendhig  to  proceed 
from  that  place  into  Maryland,  through  the  woods; 
for  which  purpose  they  obtained  Indian  guides  as 
they  passed  along.  After  five  or  six  days  hard 
and  difficult  travelling,  they  came  to  Newcastle, 
where  as  well  as  at  Middletown,  they  had  been  on 
th<ir  w;r>^  to  liOng  Island.  Here  the  Governor  resid- 
ed, and  kindly  gave  George  Fox  an  invitatioii  to  his 
house,  uhich  he  readily  accepted  ;  his  companions 
being  also  well  provided  for.  The  next  day, 
being  the  first  of  the  week,  a  meeting  was  held  in 
the  Governor's  house,  which  the  inhabitnnls  of  the 
place  generally  attended.  Many  of  the  people 
confessed  to  the  truth  of  what  was  delivered,  and 
some,  it  appears,  were  so  far  convinced,  as  to 
make  public  profession  of  it. 

Leaving  Newcastle,  they  travelled  through 
voods  and  bogs  about  three  days  more,  till  they 
c:imc  to  the  liou.se  of  Robert  llarwood,  on  Miles 
liiver.  '^riiough  very  weary,  and  tluir  cloatiis 
much  soiled  with  travelling  Uuougli  the  bogy,  tjuv 
X  e 
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next  day  attended  a  meeting,  which  was  to  be  held 
in  the  neighbourhood;  and  on  the  First  Day  ful- 
Jowing,  they  hud  a  meeting  at  another  place,  with 
"*v'hich  the  people  were  much  satisfied.  The  \vif& 
of  a  Judge  who  attended  the  meeting,  said  she  had 
ratlier  hear  these  Friends  once,  than  the  Priests  d 
tliousand  times. 

After  attending  some  other  meetings,  they  went 
to  a  general  meeting  for  Friends  in  Maryland. 
This  meeting  held  five  days,  the  first  three  being 
employed  in  meetings  for  public  worship,  to  which 
people  of  other  societies  came,  both  Protestants 
and  Papists  :  Maryland  being  at  first  principally 
settled  by  Papists.  The  meetings  were  very  large 
for  that  new  settled  country,  a  thousand  people 
sometimes  attending.  Jt  seems  to  have  been  held 
near  one  of  the  large  rivers,  and  the  number  of 
boats  passing  backward  and  forward  gave  it  the 
appearance  of  the  river  Thames  at  London. 
"'I'his  was,"  (to  use  George's  own  words,)  "  a  very 
heavenly  meeting,  wherein  the  presence  of  the 
Lord  was  gloriously  manifested,  Friends  were 
sweetly  refreshed,  the  people  geneially  satisfied, 
and  many  couvinctd;  for  the  blessed  power  of  the 
Lord  was  over  all :  everlasting  praises  to  his  holy 
»ame; 

The  men's  and  women's  meetings  occupied  two 
days;  and  after  these  were  finished,  George  and 
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Jjis  companions  took  leave  of  Friends  in  this  part 
of  Maryland,  whom,  he  says,  they  left  well  esta- 
blished in  the  truths  At  what  place  this  meeting 
was  held  does  not  appear.  After  it  was  over,  they 
went  by  water  to  the  western  shore,  and  thence  to 
Virginia,  having  several  meetings  in  their  way, 
which  were  numerously  attended,  and  hi  v\hich  it 
appears  their  gospel  labours,  were  blessed  to  the 
edification  and  convinccment  of  many.  The  last 
meeting  in  Marxland  was  at  Pattuxen,  from  which 
place  they  saileJ  for  Virginia,  on  the  5th  of  9th 
month,  K)7-,  and  after  a  passage  of  three  days, 
arrived  at  Nausenio  d,  about  two  bundled  miles 
from  Maryland.  Here  they  had  a  large  and  satis- 
fuc:t(>ry  meeting,  as  well  as  at  some  other  j)laces  of 
Viiginia  ;  but  did  not  make  n)uch  stay  in  this  pro- 
vinco,  hastening  to  North  Carolina;  yet  thev  met 
with  great  openness  among  the  people,  and  a  fa- 
vourable rccepliou  of  the  gospel  truths  which  they 
weie  concerned  to  preach. 

In  their  journey  from  ^  Irginia  to  Carolina,  thov 
found  travelling,  very  difticult.  'J'licy  went  bv 
Pagan  Cieek  to  Summciton,  and  Mience  to  Bon- 
ner's  Creek,  in  North  Carolina;  passing  through 
many  bo»:8  and  suan^ps,  and  sleeping,  except  one 
inglit  at  Sutnmerf'/ii,  in  the  woods.  At  BonnorV 
Creek  they  came  to  a  house,  the  lirst  they  saw  ii 
Garolina,  and  Ivcrc  lod^fd  by  the  fn«.     T'indi'^;.; 
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themselves  much  wearied  with  travelling  on  horse- 
back, they  took  a  canoe,  and  passed  down  the 
creek  to  Hugh  Smith's,  on  ^lacocomocock  river, 
and  afterwards  down  the  river  Maratick  to  Connie- 
oak  bay,  from  which  place  they  went  to  the   Go- 
vernor's ;  who  with  his  wife  received  them  kindly. 
Here  one  person  (a  doctor)  would  dispute  with 
the  Friends,  which  afforded  a  favourable  oppor- 
tunity for  explaining  their  principles  to  the  people ; 
particularly  respecting  the  light  and  Spirit  of  God, 
This  the  doctor  denied  to  be  universal,  and  parti- 
cularly that  it  was  not  extended  to  the  Indians. 
An  Indian  being  near,  George  called  him  in,  and 
asked  him,  "  Whether  or  no  when  he  did  lie,  or 
do  wrong  to  any  man,  there  was  not  somethmg  in 
liim  that  did  reprove  him  for  it."     To  this  the 
Indian  replying  in  the  affirmative,  the  doctor  was 
shamed  before  the  Governor  and  the  people ;  and 
Being  unable  to  support  his  argument,  he  went  so 
far  as  to  deny  the   Scriptures,   thus  exposing  him- 
self still  further  to   the  censure   of  the  company. 
Aftei-  lodging  at  the  Governor's  house,  and  being 
very  courteously    entertained,    the    I'nends   took 
boat  and  went  about  tliirty   miles  on  the  river,  to 
the  house  of  Joseph  Scot,  one  of  the  representa- 
tives   oF  the    country.       Here,    and    at    a   place- 
about  four  miles    distant,   they  had  meetings,  in 
which  their  ministry  appears   to  have  been  wel^ 
received. . 
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At  several  places,  during  his  travels  in  America, 
George  was  engaged  to  hold  meetings,  or  take 
opportunities  of  religious  conversation  among  the 
Indians;  his  truly  catholic  spirit  embracing  "all 
nations,  and  kindreds,  and  peoples,  and  tongues." 
Whilst  in  this  part  of  Carolina,  he  visited  this 
people,  and  spoke  to  them  by  an  interpreter, 
showing  them,  among  other  things,  "  that  God 
made  the  world  in  six  days,  and  made  but  one 
woman  for  one  man ;  but  that  God  cHd  drown  the 
old  world  for  their  wickedness."  He  also  spoke 
to  them  "  concerning  Christ,  showing  tliem  that 
he  died  for  all  men  ;  for  their  sins  as  well  as  for 
others,  and  that  he  had  enlightened  them,  as  well 
as  others,  with  his  good  Spirit."  The  Indians^ 
among  whom  were  their  young  king  and  several 
of  tlieir  chief  men,  received. kindly  what  was  com- 
nuuiicated  to  them. 

After  spending  about  eighteen  days  in  the 
northern  |)ait  of  Carolina,  in  which  their  gospd 
labours  had  been  blessed  to  many  of  the  people, 
they  returned  towards  Virginia,  taking  their  horses 
again  at  Bonner's  Creek ;  and,  alter  two  days 
liaid  a.(d  dirty  travelling  among  the  bogs,  they 
again  came  to  Suminerton  ;  wiiere  they  met  with 
a  kind  reception  from  a  \\oman,  who  entertained 
thoni  NAheu  there  before.  Here  they  liiid,  the 
Jiexl  day,,  a  vwy  good  mectinj^  with  the  iiihabi- 
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tants ;  after  which  they  left  the  place,  and  tra- 
velled about  two  days,  till  they  came  among 
Friends  in  Virginia.  In  this  journey  George  Fox 
says,  "  we  observed  great  variety  of  climates, 
having  passed,  in  a  few  days,  from  a  very  cold  to  a 
warm  and  spring-like  country ;  but  the  power  of 
the  Lord  is  the  same  in  all,  is  over  all,  and  doth 
reach  the  good  in  all;  praised  be  the  name  of  the 
Lord  for  ever!"  Ihus  did  this  good  man  fultill 
the  apostolic  injunction,  "  In  every  thing  give 
thanks." 

George  Fox  and  his  companions  spent  about 
three  weeks  in  Virginia ;  having  many  meetings,  in 
general  to  good  satisfaction.  They  had  also  some 
close  labour  among  their  own  Friends,  finding  some 
disorderly  and  wrong  dispositions  had  crept  in, 
\\hich  they  endeavoured  to  suppress  and  correct 
with  a  good  degree  of  success.  When  this  service 
was  finished,  they  returned  into  Maryland  by  v\a~ 
ter,  having  a  tedious  passage  of  about  fourteen 
days  up  the  Chesapeak,  in  an  open  boat;  during 
which  time,  landing  at  night,  they  frequently  lodged 
in  the  woods,  the  wolves  sometimes  roaring  about 
them.  The  weather  also  was  extremely  cold,  by 
which  they  sutfered  considerably.  1  hey  arrived 
at  James  Preston's,  on  Pattuxen  River,  about  one 
in  the  morning,  having  sailed  about  two  hundred 
jaiicse^    The  n^sv  day,  be.HJg  the  fij^t  of  the  week- 
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notwithstanding  tlieir  great  weariness,  they  at- 
tended a  meeting  in  the  iteighboiirhood;  ai>d  dur- 
the  week  had  several  other  meetings.  Tliey  also 
visited  an  Indian  King,  with  several  of  his  peo- 
ple, having  some  religious  conversation  with  them, 
and  they  manifested  much  kindness  and  love. 

After  travelling  several  days,  and  holding  meet- 
ings at  different  places,  ihey  returned  to  the  house 
of  their  Friend,  James  Preston,  which  they  found 
burnt  to  tlie  ground,  through  the  carelessness  of  a 
female  servant;  in  consequence  of  which,  thjc 
Friends  lodged  tliree  nights  on  the  ground  by  the 
fire,  in  the  eleventh  month.  The  weather  at  this 
time  was  extremely  severe,  more  so  than  usual  in 
these  parts  ;  but  one  day  the  wind  turning  to  the 
southward,  the  heat  was  so  great  as  to  be  scarcely 
tolerable ;  yet  the  day  following  the  wind  return- 
ing to  the  north,  they  found  it  difficult  to  bear  the 
cold.  In  our  own  country,  sudden  and  great 
changes  are  not  uncommon  ;  but  the  extremes  of 
this  climate,  apjicar  to  have  been  much  greater 
and  more  sudden  than  we  experience,  or  it  would 
scarcely  have  been  noticed. 

After  spending  about  four  months  in  ^lary- 
land,  anil  iiavin:>;  many  meetings,  sf)me  of  which 
were  for  the  discipline  of  the  church,  and  one 
among  the  Indians,  George  and  his  companions, 
found  their  minds  at  liberty  to  return  to-  I£n|^laud, 
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but  coutinued  till  the  general  meeting  for  the  pro- 
vince, then  approaching.  This  meeting  was  very 
numerously  attendeti,  both  by  Friends  and  others. 
It  was  a  time  of  divine  favour,  and  prepared  their 
minds  for  the  separation,  which  the  next  day  took 
place ;  George  and  his  companions  sailing  on  the 
Gist  of  the  3d  month,  1673,  after  taking  an  affec- 
tionate leave  of  those  among  whom  they  had  been 
engaged  in  gospel  labour,  "  parting  in  great  ten- 
derness, in  the  sense  of  the  heavenly  life  and  vir- 
tuous power  of  the  Lord,  which  was  lovingly  felt 
amongst  them.' 

On  the  28th  of  the  4th  month,  they  arrived  in 
KhigRoad,  in  the  Severn,  havin^  had  a  stormy  but 
short  passage,  after  they  were  clear  of  the  Capes 
of  Virginia.  They  landed  at  Shearhampton,  and 
rode  to  Bristol,  where  they  were  joyfully  received 
by  their  Friends  ;  and  that  evening  he  wrote  to  his 
wife  to  inform  her  of  his  arrival.  This  letter  was 
principally  a  pious  effusion  of  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments, for  the  mercies  and  preservations  he 
had  experienced  in  his  late  travels,  in  a  wilcleruess 
country.  It  began  thus  :  "  Dear  heart.  This  day 
we  came  into  Bristol,  near  nlglit,  from  the  sea  ; 
glorv  to  the  Lord  God  over  all  for  ever,  who  was 
our  convoy,  and  steered  our  course  ;  wiio  is  the 
God  of  the  whole  earth,  of  seas  and  winds,  and 
made  the  clouds  his  chariot;  beyond  all  words, 
blessed  be  his  name  for  ever!  Me  is  over  all  iu 
bis  great  power  and  wisdom,  anienl" 
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1673  to  1677 •—Continues  about  Bristol,  where  his  Wife 
and  others  tneit  him. — 1  ravels  into  Gloucester  and 
U  ilts. — Dcscnbes  the  sen  ice  of  women's  meetings.-^ 
Comes  to  iMndvn. -^Travels  Ziith  his  uj/'c  to-war d»: 
Sicarthmorc.—Is  arnsted  on  the  xcay. — Is  imprisoned 
at  Worcester. — Removed  by  Habeas  Corpus  to  iMiidon. 
—Aftcricurds  to  ll'orcester,  and  again  to  London. — Is 
honourably  liberated,  and  goes  •jcith  his  leife  to  Swarth- 
more.— -Continues  thire  nearly  txeo  years. 

'IjiEORGE  FOX  intending  to  continue  some 
time  about  Bristol,  his  wife  came  to  him  there,  witli 
two  of  her  daugiilers,  and  her  son  in  law  "^rhonias 
Lower.  Several  other  Friends,  amojig  whom 
were  William  Pemi  and  his  wife,  also  came  to 
visit  him.  About  this  time,  a  great  fair  was  held 
at  Bristol,  vhich  bringing  a  large  concourse  of 
people  together,  and  continuing  several  days, 
Friends,  it  appears,  embraced  the  of)portunity, 
vhich  was  thus  afforded,  of  publishing  their  doc- 
trines, and  preaching  the  gospel  of  Christ  to  the 
people.  George  had  much  service  in  the  meetings, 
■vvliicli  wire  now  held  ;  in  Mhich  he  observes, 
"  many  deep  and  precious  things  were  opened  by 
tlie  eternal  Spirit,  which  bcarchelh  and  reveaklh 
the  deep  things  of  Uod.' 


252  LirE    OF    GEORGE    FOX. 

Having  finished  his  present  service  in  Bristol, 
lie  travelled  into  Gloucestershire  and  Wilts.  At 
Sla  ugh  ten  ford,  in  tlie  latter  county,  he  was  con- 
cerned to  recommend  the  establishment  of  a  wo- 
men's meeting ;  but  he  met  with  some  opposition, 
which,  however,  he  was  enabled  to  overcome. 
The  object  of  these  meetings  he  thus  perspicu- 
ously describes :  "  That  faithful  women,  called  to 
the  belief  of  the  truth,  made  partakers  of  the 
same  precious  faith,  and  heirs  of  the  same  ever- 
lasting gospel  of  life  and  salvation  as  the  men  are, 
might,  in  like  manner,  come  into  the  possession 
and  practice  of  the  gospel  order ;  and  therein  be 
meet  helps  to  the  men,  in  the  affairs  of  the  church, 
as  they  are  out\\  ardly  m  civil  and  temporal  things. 
That  so  all  the  family  of  God,  women  as  well  as 
men,  might  know,  possess,  perform,  and  discharge 
their  offices  and  services  in  the  house  of  God ; 
vhereby  the  poor  might  be  better  taken  care  of; 
the  younger  sort  instructed,  informed,  and  taught 
in  the  way  of  God ;  the  loose  and  disorderly  re- 
proved and  admonished  in  the  fear  of  tlie  Lord  ; 
the  clearness  of  persons  proposing  marriage  more 
closely  and  strictly  inquired  into,  in  the  wisdom 
of  God ;  and  all  the  members  of  the  spiritual 
body,  the  church,  might  watch  over  and  be  help- 
ful to  each  other  in  love." 
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From  Wiltshire  he  proceeded  through  Har.m- 

shire,  Oxfordshire,  and  Bucks,  to  London  ;  wlicio 

lie    found  tlie  Baptists    and  Socinians  had  been 

writing  against  the  society,  which  brought  much 

«xercise  on  his  mind  ;  but  their  books  were  a!i- 

swered,  and  their  scandalous  retiections  coniuu  d. 

It  appears,  that  he  continued  a  considerable  time 

in   and   about  London ;    making  excursions  imo 

iissex,  Middlesex,  and  Surrey.   Whilst  in  the  citv, 

he  was  concerned  to  obtain  relief  for  some  of  his 

I'Viends,   who   were  suffering   for   opening   their 

shops  upon  fasts  and  holidays,  as  they  are  called. 

He  considered  such  observances,  in  these  times, 

at    best    but  human   appointments,    if  they   did 

not    obscure    the    light    of    the    gospel  ;     and, 

being    often   connected    with    circumstances    in 

A\hich  Friends    could   not   unite,    they  therefore 

eaily  declined  complying  with  these  practices;  for 

which,  at  this  time,  as  at  many  others,  they  under- 

tveut  much  suffering.     After  he  had   perfornieil 

this  service,  l»e  accompanied  his  wife  and  one  of 

her  daughters  to  Hendon,  m  Middlesex;  and  thejr 

afterwards  paid  a  visit  to  William  Peun,  at  Kick- 

mansworth.     George  and  his  wife  were  now  goiii"- 

for  the  tirst  tim<',   after  having   been  married  four 

years,  to  their  own  home  at  Swa  r  thin  ore  ;  but  tJiis; 

reasonable  attempt  was  prevented   by  the  malice 

of   his   enemies.      On   then-  way,   he   visited   iiis 

I'lionJs,   iuid  lud  the  satislaction  to  UnJ  a  con-i- 

Y 
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derable  increase  of  their  nimibers  in  several  parts:; 
but  in  passing  through  Worcestershire,  he  Avas 
arrested,  after  a  meeting  at  Arniscot,  and,  with 
Thomas  Lower,  committed  to  Worcester  jail,  by 
a  strange  warrant  from  Henry  Parker,  a  J  ustice. 
Of  this  imprisonment  he  appears  to  have  had  a 
previous  sense  given  him,  and  had  mentioned  it  to 
his  w^ife,  who,  with  her  daughter,  was  accompanied 
home  by  some  kind  Friends.  She  seems  to  have 
fek  tlie  disappointment  very  keenly,  as  may  rea- 
sonably be  supposed,  and  is  al«o  iuterrfid  from  the 
following  letter  from  her  liusband. 

"  Dear  Heart  ! 

"  Thou  seemedst  to  be  a  little  grieved 
when  I  was  speaking  of  prisons,  and  wiien  I  was 
taken.  Be  content  with  the  will  of  the  Lord 
God :  for  when  I  was  at  John  Rouse's,  at  Kings- 
ton, I  had  a  sight  of  my  behig  taken  prisoner;  and 
Avhen  1  was  at  Bray  Doily's,  in  Oxfordshire,  as  I 
sat  at  supper,  I  saw  1  was  taken  ;  and  I  saw  1  had 
a  suifering  to  undergo.  But  the  Lord's  power  is 
over  all.     Blessed  be  his  holy  name  for  ever  1" 

He  and  his  companion  in  prison,  Thomas 
liOwer,  laid  their  case  before  several  Magistrates; 
but  received  no  redress,  gliomas  might  have  ob- 
tained his  liberty  through  the  interest  of  his  bro- 
ther, Dr.  Lower,  one  of  ihe  King's  Physicians; 
jethe  did  not  incline  to  make  any.  use  of  those 
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letters  Mhich  he  received  for  that  purpose,  his  at- 
tachment to  his  friend  and  father-in- taw,  induciifg 
liini  to  prefer  confinement  with  him,  to  liberty 
without  him, 

When  the  Quarter  Sessions  came  on,  tliey 
ucrc,  on  the  last  day  of  the  sitting,  brought  nito 
court;  and  their  accusers  not  being  able,  and  in- 
deed scarcely  attempting,  to  substantiate  their 
charge  against  them,  recourse  was  had  to  the 
usual  snare  of  putting  llie  oaths  of  allegiance  and 
supremacy  to  George  I'ox,  against  whom  their 
frnmity  principally  lay.  The  oath  not  being  put 
to  Thomas  Lower,  he  obtained  his  liberty,  which 
he  employed  in  attendance  on  his  father,  and  iu 
endeavouring  to  procure  his  liberation  also.  Tor 
tins  purpose  an  habeas  corj>us  was  obtained  ;  aiid 
George  Fox  was  removed  to  London,  u:ukr  the 
care  of  his  son-in-law,  Ivjucr,  whom  the  I mli.i." 
Sheriff  had  made  his  deputy.  This  and  many 
similar  circiunbtauces,  show  the  strt)!!!!:  seu-e 
which  was  cnlertaiue'l  of  iht.'  inuoc(  nee  of  our 
ancient  Friends ;  and  is  a  ['resumptive  proof,  at 
least,  that  nuilice,  more  than  an\  apprehension  of 
real  gmlt,  iutluciiced  tiie  conduct  of  iheir  persecu- 
tors ;  but  ptrst'cutioa  is  compo'^td  of  incon- 
sislcncics. 

George  I'ox  and  Tlinrnas  Lowrr  |(>ft  W'orres- 
Irr  on  the;  '.2l)th  of  .1  !th  iiioi)l!i,   [<'i7:\  and  ru\i;!i'-'.l 


25,6  tlFE  OF  GEORGK  FOX. 

London  on  the  2d  of  12tii  month.  On  the  tw» 
foHowuig  days,  George  appeared  in  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench  ;  and  from  the  disposition  uhich 
appeared  in  the  Judges,  and  the  ability  with  which 
his  caube  was  pleaded  by  Jones,  the  King's  attor- 
Mey,  and  others,  hopes  were  entertained  that  he 
might  be  liberated.  But  his  adversaries  afterwards 
mo\ing  the  Court  that  he  might  be  returned  to 
AVorcester,  they  prevailed  with  the  Judges  to  com- 
ply with  their  motion.  This  appears  to  have  been 
principally  effected  by  the  influence  of  Justice 
Parker,  wJio  committed  him,  and  who  reported 
that  there  were  several  substaiitial  men  with  him 
when  he  was  taken,  and  that  they  had  a  design  or 
plot  iii  hand  ;  for  the  better  effecting  of  which, 
Thomas  Lower  coutluued  in  prison  after  his  libe- 
ration, long  enough  to  carry  on  their  design.  But 
this  rej)Oit  was  disproved,  and  itidtied  couJd 
scarcely  be  believed,  as  George  Fox,  after  refusing 
to  give  bail,  was  permitted  to  travel  down  to  Wor- 
cester at  his  own  leisure,  only  cng:tging  to  be 
there  at  die  Assizes,  which  conmienced  the  2d  of 
2d  month.,  Iu74.  Ihis  he  ptnictually  fu'lillcd; 
and,  at  the  iVssizes,  it  appears  an  attempt  was 
Tiiiidt  by  his  aJver.-ajies,  not  to  have  him  brought 
np,  by  omitting  his  name  in  the  caleiular  ;  but  by 
application  to  thtc  Judge's  son,  he  was  brought 
iiuo  Court,  v.Lcre  Judge  Turner,  who  had  treated 
kini   severely    at    LuucasLer,   presided.      He    an- 
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peared,  however,  now  more  moderate,  and  had  it 
not  been  for  the  violence  of  Justice  Parker,  it  was 
thought  George  would  have  been  liberated.     The 
Judge  however   referred    the  case   back    to    the 
Quarter  Sessions ;  and,  in  the  n>ean  time,  through 
the   kindness  of  other  Justices,  the  prisoner  was 
permitted  to  have  the  liberty  of  the  town,  and  to 
lodge  at  a  friend's  house,  till  the  Sessions  came  on. 
Tliis  interval    was   employed   in    promoting    ther 
cause  of  truth  in  various  ways,  and  particularly  by 
disputations  with  priests  of  different  religious  secies- 
ties.     When  the  tiino  of  the   Sessions  arrived,  he 
appeared  before  thp  Justices;  but  Justice  Street, 
the  Chairman,  who  was  also  a  Welch  Judge,  being 
unfavourably  disposed,  and  influencing  the  Jury, 
tliey  found  the  bill  aguinst  him,  which  he  traversed, 
and  through    the  mcxieration    of  some    Justices^ 
liberty  was   given   him   till   the  next  Quarter  Ses- 
sions.    After  obtaining  a  copy  of  his   indictment, 
he  travelled  towards  London,  visiting  his  Friends  on 
his  way  thither.     WliilHt  in   the   city,  some  of  his 
kind,   but  officious,  friends,  endeavouretl  again  tc 
bring  the  case  into  the  King's  I3cnch  ;  but  did  not 
succeed,  the  business  being  too  far  proceeded  in  at 
Worcester.       George    continued    in    London    til] 
after  the  yearly  meeling  there,  which  he  atten<U(i; 
and  describes  it   in   these  emphatic  wonl-i  :  "Ex- 
ceeding, glorious   ilie  meetings  were,   beyond  ov 
pression.     Blessed  be  the  Lord!" 
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The  yearly  meeting  being  finished,  he  soon  aftes 
returned  to  Worcester,  to  be  present  at  the  Quar- 
ter Sessions  ;  wher6  J'listice  Street  again  pre- 
sided, and  tendered  the  oaths  to  the  prisoner  ;  but 
George  proceeded  to  show  the  errors  of  the  in- 
dictment, on  which  he  was  then  to  be  tried,  and 
clearly  pointed  out  marvy  errors  and  omissions, 
Mhich  were  acknowledged  by  the  Judge;  yet  the 
jury  were  induced  by  him  to  return  their  verdict 
guilty,  and  he,  in  an  indirect  way,  passed  sentence 
of  premunire  upon  George  Fox.  Many  of  the 
Justices  were,  however,  very  moderate  and  kind  ; 
and  John  Ashley,  a  lkw\'er,  voluntarily  defended 
his  cause;  but  Justice  Street,  sitting  as  Judge, 
over-ruled  them  all.  A  son  of  the  Earl  of  Salis- 
bury was  also  very  kind,  and  being  much  grieved 
at  the  injustice  of  the  Court,  took  a  copy  of  the 
errors  of  the  indictment. 

Being  now  fised  in  prison  by  a  premunire,  his 
wife  came  to  him  ;  and,  at  the  succeeding  Assizes, 
she  and 'I  homas  Lower  delivered  a  state  of  his 
case  to  Jud^e  Wild  ;  conlaiuing  the  various  cir- 
cumstances from  his  commitment  to  the  sentence 
of  premunire;  on  which  the  Judge  observed,  that 
they  might  try  the  validity  or  mvalidity  of  the  er- 
rors ii"  they  would.  Tliis  luut  it  appears  was 
afterwaidi,  ackJ  i.^iCn. 
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in  the  mean  time,  whilst  ability  was  afforded, 
George  employed  himself  in  various  acts  of  use- 
fulness, to  the  good  cause  in  which  he  was  engaged ;. 
and  among  others,  addressed  a  brief  statement  of 
the  princi|)les  of  the  society  to  the  King ;  not  with 
a  view  to  his  own  release,  but  for  general  benefits 
Applications  were  made  by  others  to  the  King  on 
his  behalf,  who  was  so  favourably  disposed,  as  to 
be  willing  to  grant  him  a  pardon ;  but  a  pardon 
implying  guilt  in  the  person  pardoned,  George's 
high  and  just  feeUngs  of  honour,  would  not  permit 
him  to  accept  his  liberation,  in  any  mimner  dis- 
houourable  to  the  cause  in  which  he  was  engaged. 

During  his  confinement  at  this  time,  he  had  a 
very  severe  tit  of  illness,  in  which  he  was  supported 
by  that  Chris-ian  fortitude,  which  peculiarly  mark- 
ed his  conduct  in  all  his  sulferings.  After  being 
jfstore(f  to  better  heallh,  and  obtaining  liberty  to 
walk  itito  the  city,  his  wife  went  to  London,  to  us« 
means  for  his  lelease  ;  but  as  the  King  could  grant 
nothing  birt  by  way  of  pardon,  George  chose  to* 
have  the  validity  of  his  indictment  trioJ  before  the 
Judges;  and  employed  Thomas  Corbet  of  Lon- 
don, for  his  counsellor.  An  Habeas  C.>rpus  was- 
accordingly  sent  to  Worcester,  by  wlut'h  he  was 
/•enioved  to  London  ;  aiui  a  few  days  afterwards- 
was  bmugljt  into  the  Couit  oi  King's  Bfench, 
^lere;  among  others,  \sas  Judge  Ilalo.     At  lutr 
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first  sitting,  Corbet  started  an  objection  which 
greatly  puzzled  the  Judges,  saying,  "they  could 
not  imprison  any  man  on  a  premunire."  This  point 
appears  to  have  been  left  undecided;  and,  the 
next  day,  the  Court  proceeded  to  try  the  errors  of 
the  indictment,  which,  being  opened,  were  so  many 
and  so  gro&s,  that  the  Judges  were  unanimously  of 
opinion,  it  was  quashed  and  void,  and  that  the 
prisoner  ought  to  have  his  liberty.  After  this 
honourable  acquittal,  some  persons  present  pro- 
posed the  oaths  being  again  tendered,  teUing  the 
Judges  that  he  was  a  dangerous  man  to  be  at 
liberty;  but  Judge  Hale  told  them  that  he  had 
indeed  heard  some  such  reports  ;  but  he  had  also 
heard  many  good  reports.  He  therefore,  with 
the  other  Judges,  refused  tliis  cruel  request,  and 
ordered  the  prisoner  to  be  liberated  Hby  proclama- 
tion. Counsellor  Corbet  acquired  great  credit  by 
bis  defence  of  George  Fox  ;  and  George  was  libe- 
rated in  a  manner  congenial  to  his  feelings,  after 
suffering  fourteen  months  imprisonment  for  no 
crime  whatever.  "The  Lord's  everlasting  power- 
•went  over  all,  to  his  glory  and  pruiie." 

Being  now  at  liberty,  he  continued  in  and  near 
liondon,  till  the  time  of  the  yearly  meeting  in 
1675 ;  after  which  he  and  his  w'W'e  again  travelled 
tOward3  Swarllfmore,  having  one  of  her  daughters 
'witliF  tHem,    Bs^iig^itow  too  yvoak  lo  ride'  on  hoise^ 
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back,  they  travelled  in  a  coach,  visituig  Friends  as 
they  passed  along.  At  Lancaster,  where  George 
had  not  been  since  he  was  there  as  a  prisoner,  they 
attended  the  quarterly  meeting  ;  and  he  visited 
Friends,  both  i»  their  men's  and  women's  meetings, 
which  were  very  full,  large,  aj>d  peaceable.  Oq 
the  olh  of  4lh  month,  they  reached  Swarihmore, 
>vhere  he  found  it  necessaiy  to  rest,  in  order  to  re- 
cruit his  weakened  constitution,  which  had  suftered 
much  by  his  late,  as  well  as  by  former  imprison- 
ments. 

Whilst  at  Swarthmore,  he  was  visited  by  hi» 
Friends,  from  various  parts  of  this  nation  and  Scot- 
laud.  His  old  persecutor,  Colonel  Kirby,  also 
viylted  him,  and  even  welcomed  him  into  the 
country,  behaving,  in  appearance,  very  lovingly  ; 
yet  before  he  left  Swarihmore,  the  Colonel  niani- 
fested  sojnclliing  of  his  former  spirit;  but  did  not 
proceed  to  any  cxlieniilies. 

George  continued  nearly  two  years  Mitli  ins 
wife,  at  her  habitation ;  and  employed  his  time  in 
^vnli^g  many  papers  and  treatises  for  the  promo- 
tion of  the  cause  of  truth,  and  in  collecting  some 
oUicrs  heietoforo  wiitlen;  besides  eujo}iiig  die 
company  of  his  irieuds,  to  whom  he  appears  ta 
have  been  of  eas\  access,  ami  ever  ready  to  impart 
such  ailvice  as  then-  circumslauccs  recjuircd.    Una 
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of  the  papers  which  he  wrote  during-  this  interval, 
gives  an  historical  account  of  the  progress  and  suf- 
ferings of  the  Society,  which  he  had  been  instru- 
mental in  forming.  This  account  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  insert.     It  is  entitled, 

"  A  narrative  of  the  spreading  of  truth,  and  of^ 
the  opposition  from  the  powers  which  then  were, 
written  by  George  Fox,  in  the  year  1676." 

**  The  truth  sprang  up  first  to  us,  so  as  to  be  a' 
people  to  the  Lord,  in  Leicestershire  in  1 644,  in 
Warwickshire  in  1645,  in  Nollinghamghire  in 
1646,  in<  Derbyshire  iu  1647,  aiid  in  the  adjacent 
counties  in  1648,  1649;  and  I6o0:  in  Yorkshire 
in  l6ol,  in  Lancashire  mxd  Westmoreland  in  KJr.Q., 
in  Cumberland,  Dmham  and  Xorthuniberlaiul  in 
l6oo>  in  London  and  most  of  the  other  parts  of 
England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  iu  I6d4" 

"  In  1 655  many  went  beyotid  sea,  where  ti  uth 
also  sprang  up,  and  in  i6j6  it  broke  fojth  in  Ame- 
rica and  many  other  places." 

"  In  the  authority  of  this  divine  truth.  Friends 
stood  all  the  cruelties  and  suflcrings  that  were  in- 
flicted upon  them,  by  the  long  parliament;  to  the 
spoiling  of  goods,  imprisonment,  and  death,  and 
over  a]!  reproaches,  lyes,  and  slanders  ;  as  well  as 
those  in  Oliver   Cromwell's  time,  and  all  the  acts 
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made  by  him  and  his  parliament;  his  son  Richard 
after  him,  and  the  committee  of  safety  ;  and  after 
witlistood  and  out-lasted  all  the  acts  and  procla- 
mations since  IGCK),  that  the  king  came  in." 

*'  Friends  never  feared  their  acts,  prisons,  gaols, 
houses  of  correction,  banishment,  nor  spoiling  of 
goods,  nay,  nor  the  loss  of  hfe  itself:  nor  was 
there  ever  any  persecution  that  came,  but  we  saw, 
in  the  event,  it  would  be  productive  of  good  ;  nor 
were  there  ever  any  prisons  that  1  was  in,  or  suf- 
ferings, but  it  was  for  the  bringing  multitudes  out 
of  prison  ;  though  they  who  imprisoned  the  truth, 
and  quenched  the  Spirit  in  themselves,  would  im- 
prison and  quench  it  without  them  ;  so  that  there 
was  a  time  when  such  numbers  were  in  })rison,  tliat 
it  became  as  a  bye-word,  *  truth  is  scarce  any  where 
to  be  found  but  in  gaols." 

"  And  after  the  King  came  in,  divers  Friends  suf- 
fered much,  because  they  would  not  drink  his 
health,  and  say,  "  God  bless  the  king  ;"  so  that 
many  Friends  were  in  danger  of  their  lives  from 
rude  persons,  vho  were  ready  to  run  iIkmu  through 
with  their  swords  for  refusing  it,  until  the  king 
gave  forth  a  proclamation  against  drinking  healths; 
for  we  were  and  are  against  drinking  any  heultiis, 
and  all  excess,  both  b(  lore  liis  coining  in  and 
iiftej" ;  and  wc  desire  the  king's  good,  and  that  the 
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blessing  of  God  might  come  upon  him  and  all  hi» 
subjects,  and  all  people  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth  ;  but  we  did  d^ire  people  not  to  drink  the 
king's  health,  but  let  him  have  his  health,  and  all 
people  else;  and  to  drink  for  their  own  health  and 
necessity  only  :  for  that  way  of  drinking  healths, 
aod  to  excess,  was  not  for  the  king's  health,  nor 
their  own,  nor  any  others ;  which  excess  often 
brought  forth  quarrelling  and  destroying  one 
another :  for  they  destroyed  the  creation  and  one 
another ;  and  this  was  not  for  the  king's  wealth, 
nor  health,  nor  honour,  but  might  grieve  him  to 
have  the  creatures  and  his  subjects  destroyed  ;  and 
so  the  Lord's  power  gave  us  dominion  over  that 
also,  and  all  our  other  sufferings.'* 

^'  But,  oh !  the  number  of  sufferers  in  the  com- 
monwealth's and  Oliver  Cromwell's  days,  and  since; 
especially  those  who  w'ere  haled  l)efore  the  courts 
for  not  paying  tithes,  refusing  to  swear  on  their 
juries,  not  putting  off  their  hats,  and  for  going  to 
meetings  on  the  First  Days;  under  pretence  of 
breaking  the  sabbath  ;  and  to  meetings  on  other 
days  of  the  week  ;  who  were  abused  both  in  meet- 
ings and  on  the  highways." 

"  Oh  !  how  great  were  the  sufferings  Me  then  sus- 
tained upon  these  accounts;  for  sometimes  they 
would  drive  Friends  by  droves  into   the  prisofl- 
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fcouses  like  penfolds,  confine  them  on  the  First 
Days,  and  take  their  horses  from  them,  and  keep 
them  for  pretended  breach  of  their  sabbath ;  though 
they  would  ride  in  their  coaches,  and  upon  their 
fat  horses  to  the  steeple-houses  themselves,  and  yet 
punish  others.  And  many  Friends  were  turned 
out  of  their  copyholds  and  customary  tenements, 
because,  in  obedience  to  the  command  of  Christ 
and  his  apostle,  they  could  not  swear  ;  and  as  they 
went  to  mcetin;;s,  they  have  been  stoned  through 
the  streets,  and  otherwise  cruelly  abused.  ISIany 
were  fined  with  great  fines,  and  lay  long  in  prison 
for  not  putting  off  their  hats  ;  which  fines  Friends 
could  never  pay,  though  they  kept  them  in  prison 
till  tliey  hud  ^atisfied  their  own  wills  ;  and  at  last 
turned  lliem  out,  after  keeping  them  a  year  or 
more  in  prison." 

"M;uiv  books  T  gave  forth  against  tithes,  showing 
how  the  priesdiood  was  chano;ed  that  took  thctn  ; 
and  that  Christ  sent  forth  his  twelve,  and  after- 
wards his  seventy  disciples,  saying  unto  tliem, 
"  Freely  ye  have  received,  freely  give."  So  all 
who  do  not  ohey  the  doctrine  and  command  of 
Christ  therein,  we  cannot  receive  ihem." 

"  T  was  also  moved  to  give  forth  several  books 
ii'^ainst  swearing,  and  that  our  ua  and  nay  might 
]ic  taken   iiislead   of  an  oadi,    ^^li^ch  if  we  broke^ 
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let  us  suffer  the  same  punishment  as  they  who 
broke  tiieir  oaths.  i\nd  in  Jamaica  the  governor 
and  the  assembly  granted  the  thing ;  it  is  also 
granted  in  some  other  places ;  and  several  of  the 
Parliament  men  in  England  have  acknowledged 
the  reasonableness  thereof.  The  Magistrates, 
after  some  time,  when  they  saw  our  faithfulness  in 
yea  and  nay,  they  who  wer^  moderate,  both  before 
and  since  the.  King  c^me  in,  would  put  Friends 
into  offices  without  an  oath ;  but  the  cruel  and 
envious  would  fine  Friends  to  get  money  of  them, 
though  they  could  not  pay  them  any." 

"Tlius  the  Lord's  power  hath  carried  us  through 
all,  and  over  all,  to  his  everlasting  glory  and 
praise  ;  for  God's  power  hath  been  our  hedge, 
our  wall  and  our  keeper,  (the  preserver  of  his 
plants  and  vineyard,)  who  have  not  had  the  magis- 
trate's sword  and  staff  to  help  us,  nor  ever  trusted 
in  the  arm  of  flesh ;  but  have  gone  without  these, 
or  Judas's  bag,  to  preach  the  word  of  life,  which 
was  in  the  beginning  before  they  were ;  which 
word  reconciles  to  God.  And  thousands  have  re- 
ceived this  word  of  reconciliation,  and  are  born 
a^ain  of  the  immortal  seed,  by  the  Word  of  God  ; 
and  are  feeding  upon  the  milk  of  the  Word,  which 
lives  and  abides  for  ever." 

"  Many  have  suffered  death  for  their  testimony, 
iu  England  and  bevoud  the  seas,  both  before  and 
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since  the  King  came  in ;  uliich  may  be  seen  in  an 
acc(  itnt  given  to  the  King  and  both  Houses  of 
Parliament ;  being  a  brief,  plain,  and  true  relation, 
of  the  late  and  sad  sufferings  of  the  people  of 
tj!od,  in  scorn  culled  Quakers,  for  worshipping,  and 
exercising  a  good  conscience  towards  CJod  and 
num." 

"  By  reason  whereof  eighty-nine  have  suffered  till 
death;  thirty-two  of  which  died  before  the  King 
came  into  Ijigland,  and  tifty-seven  since,  by  liaid 
imprisoiniient  and  cruel  usage.  Forty-three  have 
died  in  the  city  of  I^ondon  utid  Soulhwark,  siiice 
the  Act  made  against  meetings,  Sec.  about  iGGl, 
of  which  a  more  particular  account  was  given, 
with  the  names  of  the  suiVerers,  to  the  King  and 
Pailiamcnt  about  iGGo." 

"  And  though  divers  laws  were  designed  against 
us,  yet  uever  could  any  of  them  justly  touch  us, 
being  wrested  a'.id  misapplied  in  their  execution 
])V  our  adversaries,  wliich  some  have  been  n-.ade 
to  confess.  All  those  laws  that  were  nia'Ie,  and 
th.o  oath  which  tiuy  imprisoned  us  fur,  because,  in 
obedience  to  the  command  of  Christ  Jesus,  we 
could  not  swear  st  all,  were  not  originally  intended 
•against  uh ;  and  yet  we  suliereti  by  the  several 
powers,  and  their  laws,  both  spoiling  of  goods  and 
iniprisoument,  even  to  dvalh.  And  the  Uoveiiior 
of  Dover  Castle,  when  the  King  asked  him  if  ha 
z  '-1 
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had  dispersed  all  the  sectaries'  meetings,  said,  that 
he  had  ;  but  the  Quakers,  the  devil  himself  coidd 
jQOt ;  for  if  he  did  imprison  them,  and  break  up 
their  meetings,  they  would  meet  again  ;  and  if  he 
should  beat  them  or  knock  them  down,  or  kill 
some  of  them,  all  was  one,  they  would  meet,  and 
not  resist  again.  Thus  the  Lord's  power  did  sup- 
port and  keep  them  over  their  persecutors,  and 
made  them  to  justify  our  patience  and  lamb-like 
nature.     This  was  about  1671." 

"Since  the  King  came  in,  three  Acts  have  beea 
made  against  us,  besides  the  Proclamations,  by 
Mhich  many  have  suffered  imprisonment  and  ba- 
nishment, and  many  to  death.  And  yet  for  all 
these  acts  and  proclamations,  persecutions,  suifer- 
ings,  banishments,  faithful  Friends  are  as  fresh  as 
ever  in  the  Lord's  power,  and  valiant  for  his  name 
and  truth." 

*'  Some  weak  ones  there  were,  when  the  King 
came  in,  who  did  take  the  oath ;  but  after  tiiey 
had  so  done,  they  were  sore  troubled  for  disobey- 
ing the  command  of  Christ  and  the  apostle  ;  and 
went  to  the  Magistrates,  condenmed  themselves, 
and  offered  to  go  to  prison," 

"  Thus  the  Lord,  in  his  everlasting  power,  hath 
been  the  support  and  stay  of  his  people  ;  and  still 
his  seed  reigns,  his  truth  is  over  all,  and  exceed- 
ingly spreads  unto  this  year  l67o." 


CHAP.  XIX. 

JGTT,  1678. —  Leaves  Sxvarthmorc. — Travels  info  Yoric-' 
shire,  and  thence  to  London. — Accompanies  JFillia>n 
Pcnn  to  his  house  at  Worminghurst. — Returns  to  Lon- 
don, and  sails  with  several  Friends  to  Hollatid. — Jt 
Amsterdam  uritesfo  the  Princess  Elizabeth  of  the  Rhine, 
Her  ans'xcr. —  Visits  manij  places  in  Holland  and  Ger- 
inany.  — Returns  to  England. — Lands  at  Harxiieh,  and 
goes  to  Liondon. — Thence  inio  Bucks  and  Bristol  — La- 
bours much  and  suceessfulli/  tcith  those  uho  oppose  the 
Discipline. — Returns  to  London. 

J.1AVING  finished  the  services  described  at- 
the  latter  end  of  the  preceding  chapter,  and  being  iu 
bonic  degree  recruited  in  his  health,  George  Fox 
left  Swarthniore,  the  20"t!i  of  1st  month,  I(J77,  and 
travelled  Nsilli  some  di/ncull}-,  through  VVestniore- 
hmd,  the  Dales  of  \  orkshire,  and  oilier  places  in 
tlrat  comity,  till  he  came  to  York  ;  where  he  con- 
tinued a  few  days,  being  at  the  meeting  on  First 
l):iy,  wliicli  WHS  ;i  very  large  and  favoured  oppor- 
tunity. Many  Fiieiids  met  him  there  from  other 
jyarts  of  the  couiit\,  with  whom,  as  well  as  \vid\ 
those  in  the  cily,  he  held  meetings  on  the  lollovv- 
ing  thiy,  at  the  houae  of  John  Tavjor. 

After  fmisliing  l.'ij  services  in  York,  and  wriiin*. 
ao   atioclionule   letter    to    liis  v/ife.    he    tvuvelletf 
z   ') 
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southward  by  Tadcaster,  Knottingley,  Doncasterj 
&c.  into  Derbyshire,  Nottinghamshire,  and  Lei- 
cestershire. At  Leicester  he  found  many  Friends 
\vho  were  come  out  of  the  country  to  attend  a 
liorse  fair,  with  whom  he  had  a  very  good  meet- 
ing the  evening  before  the  fair ;  and  another  the 
next  evening  at  Knighton,  about  a  mile  distant. 
Thus  did  this  indefatigable  gospel  labourer  em- 
brace almost  every  opportunity,  at  which  a  num- 
ber of  people  were  collected,  for  promoting  the 
good  cause  in  which  he  was  engaged. 

From  Leicester  he  travelled  through  the  iirter- 
mediate  counties,  till  he  came  to  London.  Pre- 
viously to  his  entering  the  city,  he  spent  a  few  days 
at  the  Widow  Haly's  at  Hendon,  and  at  William 
Mead's  at  Higiigale.  By  the  latter  he  was  taken 
to  London,  and  being  fourth  day,  they  attended  the 
■week-day  meeting  at  Gracechurch,  street,  where 
his  Friends  were  much  pleased  to  see  him  ;  and 
they  were  greatly  refreshed  together,  under  a  sense 
©f  the  divine  presence  and  power  which  accom- 
panied their  meeting. 

It  was  with  considerable  difficulty  that  Georgie 
"bore  his  journey  to  London  hu  siuTonngs,  in  pri- 
son and  otherwise,  having  left  his  body  so  weak, 
that  he  could  not  travel  far  on  a  day  ;  and  in  l\\e 
niglUs  he  could  take  but  iiaic  rest,  on  account  of 
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tlie  great  pains  to  which  he  was  subject ;  but  he 
gratefully  observes,  that  the  Lord's  power  was  over 
all,  and  carried  him  tlirough  all,  to  his  praise. 

Finding,  in  his  journey  to  London,  that  some 
imfaithfulneHS  had  crept  into  the  society,  with  re- 
spect to  its  testimony  against  tithes,  occasioned 
principally  by  those  who  had  opposed  the  esta- 
blishment of  Christian  discipline,  George  was 
concerned  to  write  an  Epistle  to  his  Friends,  to 
stir  up  those  who  were  unfaithful,  and  to  encoiir- 
rage  and  strengthen  others  in  supporting  their 
Christian  testimony  in  tliis  respect. 

Soon  after  his  reaching  London,  the  yearly 
meeting  commenced,  "  wherein,"  to  use  his  own 
words,  "  the  LorfKs  powerful  presence  was  very 
largely  felt,  and  the  afitairs  of  truth  were  sweetly 
cjr-ied  on,  in  t'le^mity  of  the  Spirit,  to  the  sati.-*- 
faction  tnul  cijiiifi)rt  of  the  upright-hearted.—* 
liicsbed  be  the  Lord  fur  ever."' 

Soon  after  the  yearly  meeting,  George  Fox  ac^ 
conipaiiied  his  friend  W  illiaiii  Fenn  to  lii?5  lioM^e 
at  \V  orininghurst,  in  Sussex,  wlicie  he  spent  about 
ihiec  '.veeks,  employing  p;ut  i)t  his  tine  there  in 
repKnig  to  an  adversary's  book,  in  conjuiietiou 
■vsith  .loin;  nurnyfat.  Heturiiiii",  to  London,  h./, 
after  a  th-jrl  sta}  ihc-rO;   sol  oii   lor  ilarwi';!);  tc 
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embark  for  Holland,  having  felt  his  mind  drawn 
to  visit  Friends  there  and  in  Germany,  and  to 
preach  the  gospel  to  the  people.  Some  other 
Friends  were  also  at  that  time  under  a  similar  con- 
cern; and  William  Penn,  Kobert  Barclay,  George 
Keith  and  his  wife,  John  Furly  and  his  brother, 
William  Tailcoat,  George  Vvatts,  and  Isabel 
Yeomans>  one  of  Margaret  Fox's  daughters,  all 
took  passage  in  the  same  ves>(el.  They  sailed  from 
Harwich  on  the  25th  of  5th  month,  1677,  and 
"Were  landed  at  the  Briel  on  the  morning  of  the 
S8th,  where  they  met  with  a  joyful  reception  from 
their  Friends ;  and  soon  afterwards  took  boat  for 
Rotterdam . 

George  Fox  and  the  other  Friends  attended  the 
meetings  at  Rotteidam  on  first  day,  which  were 
held  at  the  house  of  Benjamin  Fuj  !y ;  and,  after 
spending  two  or  three  days  here,  lie  and  William 
Penn  parted  from  the  rest,  and  passing  by  Overkirk, 
!Deirt,  Leyden,  and  Harlem,  came;  to  Amsterdam. 
At  Uailem  they  appointed  a  meeting,  which  was 
numerously  attended,  and  proved  salisfact(My  both 
to  Friends  and  others  who  were  present.  \\  liilst  at 
Amsterdam  they  were  at  the  quarterly  meeting 
there,  which  was  attended  by  Friends  from  IJotter- 
dam  and  Harlem.  Here  also  liie  otiier  Friends. 
■\rhom  they  left  at  Rotterdam,  met  them.  It  ap- 
pears tiiat  Friends  had  not  yet  procured  meeting- 
houses-; for  the  meeting  was  held  at  the  house  o£ 
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Gertrude  Dirick  Nieson.    It  was  a  large  and  ser- 

■^  .        .         .  . 

viceable  meeting,  in  which  the  benefit  of  meetings 

for  discipline  was  explained;  and,  at  a  subsequent 
meeting,  monthly  and  quarterly  meetings  were 
estabiii-hed;  also  a  yearly  meeting  for  Friends  in 
Holland  and  Germany,  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam, 
•which  was  very  satisfactory  to  Friends  in  those 
parts.  In  this  city  ihey  had  several  other  meet- 
ings, both  public  and  private;  and  particularly  a 
very  large  one,  on  a  first  day,  which  was  attended 
by  a  great  variety  of  religious  professors.  In  this 
meeting,  Robert  Barclay,  George  Keith,  and 
AVilliam  Penn,  as  well  as  George  Fox,  were  en- 
gaged in  public  testimony,  and  "  the  meeting 
ended  quietly  and  well." 

George's  companions  left  him  at  Amsterdam, 
where  he  continued  a  few  days,  during  wliich  time 
he  wrote  an  Epistle  to  the  Princess  Elizabeth  of 
llie  Khnie,  maternal  aunt  to  George  the  I'irst, 
A\ho  governed  a  small  territory,  and  was  a  very 
rfligious  and  virtuous  character;  as  mav  appear 
fn)m  the  followinii  short  answer  to  Georiic's 
ktler. 

"  Dear  Friend  ! 

*'  I  cannot  bu*^  have  a  tender  love  to  those 
that  love  the  Lord  J»-5iis  Llirist;  to  whom  it  is 
given  nut  only  to  belies  e  in  hiu),  but  also  to  sulier 
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for  him  :  therefore  your  letter  and  your  Friend/ 
visit,  have  been  both  very  welcome  to  me.  I 
shall  follow  their  and  your  counsel,  as  far  as  God 
will  afford  me  light  and  unction ;  remaining  still, 

Your  loving  Fricml, 

ELIZABETH.'* 

Hertforf,  the  30th  of  August,  1677. 

Being  clear  of  Amsterdam,  he  travelled  toward* 
Eriesiand,  accompanied  by  John  Claus,  who  was 
his  interpreter.  In  thdir  way  they  had  meetings 
at  Alcrnaer  among  Friends,  and  people  of  other 
professions,  which  were  ^ield  peaceably  and  to  sa- 
tisfaction. From  this  place  they  passed  to  Hoorn 
and  Enchkhuysen,  where  they  took  ship  for  Fries- 
land,  and  landed  at  Worcum,  whence  they  pro- 
ceeded to  Ilarlingen,  tarrying  there  several  days, 
visiting  Friends,  and  attending  meetings  on  a 
first  day;  which  were  held  withont  any  interrup- 
tion. Some  religious  people  afterwards  came 
to  converse  with  George  Fox,  who  seemed  well 
satisfied;  and  they  parted  in  love  towards  each 
other.  From  Harlingen  they  went  to  Lewarden, 
and  lodged  at  the  house  of  a  Fiiend,  named 
Sy brand  Dowes.  Here  they  tarried  only  one 
night,  and  proceeded  by  Dockum,  Groningen,  and 
Delf/iel,  to  Embden.  At  this  place,  I'riends 
had  suiiered  much  persecution,   and  were  often 
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banished  froni  it.  It  does  not  appear  that  George 
Fox  had  any  meeting  here,  except  a  small  one 
with  rViends,  whilst  waiting  lor  a  waggon,  of 
which  they  were  disappomted  ;  the  owner  being 
afraid  of  having  his  horses  taken  from  hnn.  1  hey 
therefore  took  boat  to  Leer,  where  they  visited  a 
Friend  who  was  banished  from  Embdeiu  Passinsr 
through  Stnckhausen,  Deteren,  and  (Jldenburgh, 
they  came  to  Delmenhurst.  Here,  after  being 
examined  by  the  guards,  they  went  to  liie  house  of 
a  Burgomaster  to  lodge,  who,  it  seems,  kept  an 
inn.  Ihere,  linding  many  people  collected, 
George  embraced  the  opportunity  of  preaching 
to  them,  and  warning  them  of  the  day  of  the 
Lord  that  would  come  upon  all  evil  doers.  1  he 
next  day  they  went  over  the  river  Wcser  to  Bre- 
men, and  thence  to  Fisherholder;  where  George 
had  some  religious  service  among  the  people;  and 
then  proceeded  towards  Buxtehude,  and  thence 
to  Ilambingh, 

On  tlie  evening  of  the  day  on  which  they  ar- 
rived at  Hamburgh,  they  held  a  meeting,  which,  it 
appears,  was  attended  by  a  variety  of  people,  and 
proved  a  good  opportunity  of  relief  to  George's 
miiid.  ''  ^  et,"  he  observes,  "  uhard  dark  place  this 
is,  and  the  people  are  much  slmt  up  from  truth." 
After  <  ucouriiping  and  strengthening  the  minds  of 
their  Friends   there,  they  proceeded,  *ar!y  nexl 
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morning,  towards  Frederickstadt.  In  their 
way  they  passed  through  Ehnshoorn,  Rantzow, 
Itzeho,  and  Hoghenlioin,  having  some  religious 
service  at  the  two  last  places.  i\fler  two  days 
travelling,  much  of  it  in  the  rain  and  in  an  open 
waggon,  they  came  to  Frederitksladt.  Here  they 
had  a  meeting  with  Fiiends  the  same  eveninjj; 
with  which  tlieir  spirits  were  much  rtfreshed, 
finding  a  considerable  nnniber  of  their  own  society 
here;  whose  company  and  kindness  appears  to  have 
been  peculiarly  grateful,  after  travelling  so  long 
among  strangers,  w  ho  were  such  both  in  a  natural  and 
religious  sense.  Here  they  continued  several  days, 
having  a  public  meeting  w  ith  the  inhabitants,  and 
a  private  one  among  their  Friends  only  :  the  prin- 
cipal object  of  the  last,  was  to  estai>lish  monthly 
meetings  for  discipHne  in  that  city;  which  w;is  rea- 
dily complied  with.  Besides  these  meetings, 
George  Fox  had  some  religious  discourse  with 
two  Jews,  relating  to  the  coming  of  tlie  Messiah; 
but  he  found  them  vt  ry  dark  and  ignorant  of  the 
meaning  of  their  own  Prophets. 

The  city  of  Frederickstadt  belonged  to  the 
Duke  of  Ht)lstein,  who  had  manifested  a  disposi- 
tion to  banish  Friends  from  it;  but  the  Magi- 
strates chose  rather  to  resign  their  olliccs  than 
comply  with  the  persecuting  disposition  of  the 
Duke;   they  themselves  having  come  to  that  city, 
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to  enjoy  liberty  of  conscience.  This  was  certainly 
much  to  tlieir  credit,  and  manifested,  (wlwch  is  too 
seldom  the  case,)  a  proper  sense  of  the  right  and 
value  of  that  liberty,  which  they  had  sought  and 
obtained. 

Being  clear  of  Frederickstadt,  George  and  his 
conipatiions  returned  to  Hamburgh,  where,  being 
joined  by  John  Hill,  a  Friend  from  England,  ihey 
had  a  very  satisfactory  meeting ;  after  which,  and 
some  religious  discourse  with  different  persons, 
they  departed  from  this  city,  a«d  travelled  through 
the  Duke  of  Lunenburg's  dominions,  with  much 
difficulty  and  danger  from  the  flooded  state  of  the 
country,  till  they  came  to  Bormer  Havtn.  They 
arrived  at  this  place  about  eleven  at  night ;  and 
procuring  some  dean  straw,  they  rested  till  four 
in  the  morning,  and  then  proceeded  to  Bremen, 

At  Bremen  they  staid  a  very  short  time,  and 
travelled  by  Keby,  Oldenburgh,  and  Leer,  to 
l-lnibdtn.  At  Oldenburgh  tlicy  \^ere  affected,  as 
tluy  jiad  been  when  there  before,  with  observing 
that  the  greatest  part  of  the  city  had  been  con- 
sumed by  lire;  but  their  sorrow  wa^i  increased  by 
llie  ineiigious  conduct  of  the  people.  'Jljey  wert; 
tlnMC  on  llie  first  day  of  the  week,  and  observed 
tluil  the  soldiers  were  drinking  and  gaming,  and 
tlmt  the  few  shops  whicii  remumed,  were  ojH^n,, 
\  a 
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and  the  people  trading  with  each  other.  George 
laboured  among  the  people  in  the  love  of  the  gos- 
pel, and  they  behaved  quietly  and  civilly  towards 
him ;  but  his  spirit  was  much  burdened  with  their 
"ivickedness,  and  the  little  sensibility  manifested 
under  their  late  affliction.  So  much  was  his  mind 
affected  with  their  conduct,  that,  after  his  return 
to  Amsterdam,  be  was  concerned  to  write  them 
an  Epistle,  to  warn  them  of  the  consequence  of 
thfcir  impiety  and  wickedness. 

In  the  course  of  this  journey,  George  Fox  em- 
braced opportunities  which  occurred  for  religious 
service,  in  many  of  the  places  through  which  he 
passed,  which  he  himself  describes  in  this  man- 
ner: "  Many  times  in  mornings,  and  at  noons  and 
nights;  at  die  inns  and  on  the  \\a\s,  as  I  travelled, 
1  spake  to  the  people,  preaching  the  truth  to 
them,  warning  them  of  the  day  of  the  Lord,  and 
exhorting  them  to  turn  to  the  lij;ht  and  Spirit  of 
God  in  themselves,  that  thereby  they  might  be  led 
out  of  evil." 

From  Oldenburgh,  he  and  his  companions  pro- 
ceeded by  Leer  to  Embden,  where  they  staid  but 
one  night ;  having  a  good  meeting  there  in  the 
evening.  Here  they  took  shipping  for  Delfzicl, 
where  they  found  a  Friend,  a  goldsmith  of  Emb- 
den,  who  had  been  repeatedly  banished  from  that 
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city,  on  account  of  his  religious  principles;  besides 
undergoing  various  other  sufferings,  which  the 
persecuting  Magistrates  had  inflicted  upon  hiiu. 
This  rViend  they  comforted  and  encouraged, 
exhorting  him  also  to  faithfulness,  in  the  support 
of  the  testimony  connnitted  to  him.  Departing 
from  this  place  to  Groningen,  they  met  with  ano- 
ther Friend,  Cornelius  Andries,  who  was  also  ba- 
nished from  Embden.  At  his  house  they  lodged, 
and  had  a  good  ineeting ;  after  w  hich  they  passed 
by  Strobus  and  Dockum  to  Lewarden,  where 
George  found  his  daughter  Yeomans,  who  was 
come  from  Amsterdam  to  meet  him.  Here  they 
had  a  precious  n>eeti«g,  and  some  other  religious 
service.  The  next  day,  John  Hill  having  left 
them,  they  went  by  several  lakes  to  Gardick ; 
where  they  attended  a  meeting  of  Friends  on  first 
day,  to  which  many  people  of  other  religious  so- 
cieties also  came.  After  this  meeting,  and  another 
religious  opportunity  among  ihc  peoj)ie,  they  re- 
turned to  Lewarden ;  whence  they  proceeded  by 
Franeker  to  Harlingen;  where  they  met  \silh  se- 
veral Dutch  Friends,  wlio  were  intending  to  hold 
llicir  mtditlily  meeting  there  the  nixt  day.  11  ore 
also  came  \\  illiuni  Pcnn  iVoni  Anislcrduni.  The 
meeting  was  large  aiul  satisfactory  :  and  a})poars  to 
ha\e  been  the  first  of  the  kind,  as  the  holding  of 
such  a  meeting,  both  by  men  and  women  Frieiuis, 
was  llicu  a;^rccd  to. 

Ar  a  'J:. 
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The  service  of  the  meeting  for  discipline  being 
finished,  a  public  meeting  was  held  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  same  day.  This  meeting  was  attended 
by  persons  of  various  religious  denominations  ; 
and  when  George  had  finished  preaching,  an 
ancient  grave  man,  who  was  a  Priest,  stood  up 
and  said  :  "  I  pray  God  to  prosper  and  confirm 
that  doctrine,  for  it  is  truth,  and  I  have  nothing 
against  it."  In  the  evening  George  had  another 
meeting,  with  Fnends ;  and  tlie  next  day  he  and 
his  companions  took  boat  for  Amsterdam,  where 
they  arrived  so  late  that  the  gates. -were  shut,  and 
tliey  were  obliged  to  continue  all  night  in  the  boat. 
Similar  circumstances  IHMl  frequently  occurred 
in  this  journey,  and  subjected  the  travellers  ^ 
to  considerable  inconvenience  and  hardship. 

Having  next  day  obtained  entrance  into  A m-^ 
sterdam,  he  continued  there  many  days ;  during 
which  time  he  was  under  great  exerci.>ie,  on  ac- 
count of  some  divisions  which  had  taken  place 
among  Friends  in  England ;  and  he  wrote  two 
lilpistles  to  them  on  the  subject.  lie  also  wrote 
one  to  Friends  at  Dantzick,  who  were  then  sufFer- 
ing  under  great  persecution ;  besides  several  other 
Papers  and  Epistles  on  account  of  the  Society, 
and  some  of  a  n)ore  public  nature.  He  also 
attended  several  meetings  whilst  at  Amstcrdmi, 
and  one  day  went  to  Landsmeer,  in  Waterland, 
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<vhere  he  had  a  very  good  meeting.  Tliis  town  ia 
remarkable  for  having  above  one  hundred  bridges 
in  it,  generally,  we  may  suppose  rather  small. 
He  also  made  an  excursion  with  divers  Friends  to 
Harlem,  wher€  they  had  a  very  satisfactory  meeting, 
A  Priest  particularly  expressed  his  desire,  that  the 
blessing  of  God  might  rest  on  them  and- their  as- 
semblies; and  others  said,  they  had  never  heard 
things  so  plainly  opened  to  their  understandings 
before.  ^^  hilst  George  Fox  was  at  Amsterdam, 
GeorjiC  Keith  and  William  Penu  came  there, 
after  dieir  visit  to  Germany ;  and  entered  into  a 
public,  disputaiion  with  Galenus  Abrahams,  a  very 
noted  Baptist  in  Holland.  This  dispute  not  being 
iiuishcd  in  one  day>  was  adjourned  to  another  a 
few  days  distant,  when  it  terminated  to  the  satis- 
faction of  Friends.  In  the  intermediate  time,  a 
public  meeting  was  held  at  Friends'  meeting  place; 
to  which  many  hundreds  of  people  of  all  ranks 
came,  \\lio  bcliavitl  very  agreeably ;  but  some  op- 
j)ositi()n  was  afterwards  made,  which  gave  an  ojv- 
portuinty  for  explanation,  by  which  the  objections 
winch  had  been  brouj^lit  forward  were  removed  ; 
and  the  j.eoplo  were  not  only  well  sntisiied,  but 
went  away  much  affected  with  the  religious  com- 
munications, wliicli  they  had  that  day  hcaid. 

George  Fox  liuviug  riow  iinibhcd  his  ser\ii-<s  at 
Aiaslerdam,    took    leave    of    his   Friends    ilicn^  ^ 
A  a  '1, 
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and,  .accompanied  by  WiUiara  Pehn  and  Geoi'ge 
Keith,  went  to  Leyden,  where  tliey  staid  a  day  or 
two,  seeking  out  and  visiting  some  serious  tender 
people  in  thiat  city.  From  Leyden  they  passed 
to  the  Hague,  where  they  visited  a  Judge,  who 
appears  to  liave  been  a  religiously  disposed,  as 
'  well  as  a  wise,  man.  With  him  they  had  much 
conversation,  in  which  he  advanced  many  objec- 
tions to  their  priaciples,  and  put  several  questions 
to  them,  which  were  satisfactorily  replied  to ;  and 
they  parted  in  much  mutual  love.  Leaving  the 
Hague,  they  went  by  Delft  to  Rotterdam,  where 
they  spent  some  da)^s,  during  which  time  George 
Fox  published  an  address  to  the  Jews,  and  revised 
.some  other  books  and  papers  which  he  had  writ- 
ten. After  this  and  some  other  religious  service, 
he,  with  the  other  Friends,  and  their  kind  hostess 
at  Amsterdam,  Gertrude  Dirick  Nieson,  and  her 
children,  went  to  the  Briel ;  and  sailed  on  the  2  J  st 
of  8th  month,  1G77,  for  England.  'I'hey  arrived 
at  Harwich  in  the  night  of  the  23d,  luiving  had  a 
tedious  and  dangerous  passage,  in  a  leaky  vessel. 
There  were  about  sixty  passengers,  among  whom 
tlie  Friends  had  some  good  religious  service. 
From  Harwich  George  Fox  proceeded  by  Col- 
chestjir,  Halsted,  Brainlree,  Felsted,  Saling,  and 
Chelmsford,  to  London,  where  he  was  joyfully  re- 
ceived by  his  Friends;  and  on  the  First  Day  fol- 
lowing they  had  a  refreshing  meeting  together;  for 
-iVhich  he  ieeliugly  praised  the  Lord. 
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Findmg  various  occasions  for  his  services  ill: 
Xiondon,  he  continued  there  four  or  five  weeEs, 
interesting  himself  on  account  of  his  suffering 
Friends,  particularly  those  in  New  England;  of 
whom  he  had  recei\'ed  very  distressing  accounts. 
He  also  wrote  an  excellent  letter  to  the  King  of 
Poland,  occasioned,  it  seems,  by  the  sufferings  of 
Friends  at  Dantzick.  Besides  his  own  arguments 
against  persecution,  it  contains  many  expressions 
of  Kings  and  others  on  the  same  subject.  This- 
letter  was  received  and  read  by  the  Kmg,  and  it  is 
diOicuit  to  suppose,  that  it  could  fail  of  producing 
a  good  effect  on  his  mind. 

After  finishing  his  present  services  in  London, 
lie  travelled  into  Buckinghamshire,  having  meet- 
ings at  Awiersham,  llungerhill,  Jortlans,  Hedgely, 
Wycomb,  and  Turvil-heath.  In  liiis  county  he 
met  with  much  opposition  from  the  8ej)aratcs, 
particularly  at  a  men's  meeting,  which  was  htid  at 
Gliomas  Lliwood's,  who  lived  at  llungerhill.  Here 
they  endiavoured  to  hinder  Friends  from  proceed- 
ing w  illi  the  business  of  the  meeting.  This,  however, 
Georjie  Fox  prevented,  by  proposing  a  meetings 
being  held,  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  and  answer- 
ing their  objections.  A  meeting  was  accordingly 
appointed  to  be  held,  in  the  following  week,  at. 
Thomas  KlKvood'sv  It  was  largely  attended,  and. 
die  opposers  had   opportunity  given  to  state  their. 
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objections,  in  which  they  manifested  a  particular 
enmity  to  George  Fox  ;  but  he  not  only  repelled' 
then-  accusations,  but  answered  their  objections  in 
stich  a  manner,  that  the  opposers  greatly  lost 
ground ;  and  many  who -were  weak  and  wavering, 
w  ere  restored  to  more  full  unity  with  their  Friends, 
and  satisfied  with  the  religious  care  exercised 
among  them.  Faithful  Friends  were  also  united 
and  refreshed  together  ;  and  the  cause  of  truth 
was  much  promoted  by  this,  and  a  similar  meetuig 
held  at  ^Vycomb  during  the  same  week. 

After  completing  his  services  in  Bucks,  George 
travelled  into  Oxon,  Berks,  and  Wilts,  visiting 
his  Friends,  and  having  meetings  amongst  them. 
At  Reading  he  again  met  vviih  some  opposition, 
in  the  seitimg  of  a  women's  meeting ;  but  the 
opposers  were  obliged  to  give  way  to  "  the  weight 
of  truth,"  with  \^hlch  they  had  to  contend ;  and- 
the  meeting  appears  to  have  been  established. 

From  Wiltshire,  George  \\  ent  to  Bristol,  where 
he  arrived  the  24lh  of  lllh  month  ;  just  before 
the  fair.  1  his  was  a  time  oi  great  concourse,  and 
many  Friends  attended  it  on  business;  while  others- 
came  there  in  the  service  of  truth.  "  Many  sweet 
and  precious  meetings"  tliey  had  together ;  and  great 
].Ove  and  unity  prevailed  among  those  \^ho  stood- 
f^thful;,  against  that  spirit  of-  ojiposiiion;  which. 
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liad  manifested  itself  in  many  places,  and  particu- 
larly at  Bristol.  George  Fox  was  personally  the 
butt  of  the  opponents,  who  manifested  much  in- 
veteracy against  him  ;  but  he  bore  this,  as  he  had 
done  other  sufferings,  with  heavenly  patience; 
being  more  desirous  to  surmount  opposition  by  a 
righteous  and  exemplary  life,  than  verbally  to 
plead  his  own  cause,  though  firm  in  maintaining; 
what  he  considered  to  be  the  cause  of  truth.  By 
ttiis  conduct,  the  love  of  faithful  Friends  towards 
him  w as  increased  ;  and  some  who  had  been  mis- 
led by  his  adversaries,  seeing  their  envy  and  rude 
behaviour,  returned  to  the  unity  of  their  Friends  ; 
and  were  tiiankful  for  the  deliverance  from  the 
snare,  in  which  they  were  in  danger  of  being 
caught. 

After  he  had  finished  his  services  in  Bristol,  he 
travelled  through  the  counties  of  Gloucester,  Wor- 
cester, Warwick,  Oxford,  Buckingham,  IJcrtrord, 
and  Bedford,  to  London;  vhcre  he  arrived  the 
8th  of  5d  month,  IG78.  In  this  journey  he  jiad 
meetings  with  Friends  at  many  places.  At  Wor- 
cester, where  a  few  years  before  he  had  suffered  a 
cruel  imprisonment,  he  staid  several  days,  and  luid 
nuich  religious  service  among  his  Friends.  At 
TJaglcy,  in  Warwickshire,  he  visited  J/ady  Conwav, 
who,  he  understood,  was  desirous  to  see  him;  anil 
she  received  hiiu   wilii   great  kindness  and  tcndur  - 
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ness.*  In  this  neighbourhood  he  was  visited  by 
William  Dewsbury,  who  was  then  a  prisoner  at 
Warwick  ;  but  it  seems  had  liberty,  at  times,  to 
visit  his  friends.  They  spent  half  a  day  together, 
no  doubt  to  their  mutual  satisfaction.  On  the  day 
of  George's  arrival  in  London,  he  went  to  the 
week-day  meeting  at  Gracechurch  street,  where 
he  says,  "  many  Friends  not  knowing  I  was  come 
to  town,  were  very  joyful  to  see  me  there;  and 
the  Lord  was  present  with  us,  refreshing  us  with 
his  living  virtue  ;  blessed  be  his  holy  name  !" 


*  A  particular  account  of  this  extraordinarji  woman,  may 
be  found  in  the  Life  of  Ur.  Henry  More;  mixed,  however, 
with  some  representations  ot  tlie  Quakers.  Further  notice 
will  probably  be  ukea  oi  iier  in  the  course  of  this  work. 
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liyJS  to  l684— Hw  seniccs  in  London.^ Goes  hy  Herfs, 
U'urKicksliire,  SjC.  to  Huart/ufiure. — Co/it uiucs  there 
above  a  year. —  ]V rites  an  Epintle  to  the  Yearly  Meeting 
in  London. — Leaves  Sv:art/u/iore,  and  goes  by  i  ork- 
tshire,  <i)C.  to  London. — Attends  the  Yearly  Meeting 
there. — At  Kingston  writes  to  the  Great  lurk,  and 
to  the  King  of  Algiers. —  Fiisits  Friends  in  Surrey  and 
Sussex. — Returns  to  London. — hi  a  Suit  for  Tit/us,  the 
Judges  are  surprized  at  his  liberal  eonduct  to  his  Jf'ife 
end  her  children. — Makes  excursions  to  the  country,  re- 
turning to  London.— Again  visits JJolland,  and  returns 
to  England. 

^y  HEN  George  Fox  arrived  in  London,  the 
Parliament  was  sitting ;  and  he  united  with  other 
Friends,  in  appl}ing  lor  relief  for  those,  who  were 
suffering  vuider  laws  made  against  Popish  recu- 
sants. In  about  two  weeks,  the  yearly  meeting 
came  on.  I'his  meeting  appears  to  have  been 
verv  comfortable  and  refreshing  to  Friends,  who 
were  nearly  united  to  each  other  in  gosjjcl  love 
and  fello\v.>!)ip;  and  no  spirit  of  opposition  mani- 
fested itself  amongst  them.  They  had  also  coni- 
forlable  accounts  fiom  Friends  in  ditl'.iint  paits 
of  Europe  and  America;  of  all  uliich  he  givc^  a 
jKuiicular  account  in  a  letter  to  his  wife,  nrittcn 
soon  after  this  yearly  mccling. 
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But  though  the  yearly  meeting  was  thus  satis- 
factory, George  suffered  much  in  his  spirit,  on 
account  of  a  prevailing  disposition,  in  many,  to  de- 
part from  the  simplicity  and  purity  of  their  pro- 
fession, and  particularly  to  oppose  the  excellent 
discipline  established  in  the  society  ;  for  whose 
sake  he  published  a  paper  "for  undeceiving  the 
deceived,  and  o|)€ning  the  understandings  of  the 
weak  in  this  matter."  It  contains  many  sound 
observations  and  arguments,  and  had  probably  a 
good  effect ;  though  many  of  those  Mho  were 
settled  in  their  opposition,  did  not  profit  by  it. 

During  his  residence  in  London  at  this  time,  the 
Parliament  sat  again ;  and  he  was  again  engaged 
in  endeavouiing  to  procure  redress  for  his  suffering 
Friends,  to  which  many  of  the  !M embers  were 
much  inclined  ;  but  other  engagements  prevented 
any  thing  being  done  at  that  time. 

Having  finished  his  services  in  the  city,  for  the 
present,  he  went  to  Hertford,  where  he  spent  se- 
veral days,  and  had  much  religious  service  of 
various  kinds.  From  Hertford  he  went  by  Ra)>- 
ley  Heath,  Stevenage,  Baldock,  Hitchin,  and 
Ashwell,  into  Bedfordshire,  having  meetings  at  all 
those  places.  In  Bedfordshire  he  had  many  nitel- 
ings,  and  much  service  in  the  cause  of  his  master  • 
•and  then  parsed  into  Huutingdon^hjic,     At   tvf.s. 
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in  tliis  county,  he  was  met  by  his  friend  George 
Wliitehead ;  and  they  travelled  together  into  North- 
amptonshire and  Leicestershire.  ITiey  parted  at 
Great  Bowden ;  and  George  Fox  continued 
in  this  county,  having  meetings  at  Saddington, 
Wigston,  Knighton,  Leicester,  Sileby,  and  Swan- 
inglon.  In  these  places  he  found  a  great  dispo- 
sition to  receive  his  ministry,  and  was  led  to  open 
*^many  weighty  and  excellent  truths"  to  the  people. 
^\'hile  he  was  at  Leicester,  he  visited  his  Friends 
who  were  in  prison  for  their  religious  testimonies ; 
encouraging  them  to  faithfulness  and  patience 
under  their  sufferings.  He  also  endeavoured  to 
interest  the  jailer  in  their  favour,  advising  him  to 
treat  them  with  kindness  and  all  reasonable  iu- 
dulgence. 

From  Warwickshire  he  Ment  into  Staffordshire; 
vhere  he  had  many  open  meetings,  tending  to 
gather  liiose  to  whom  he  ministered,  into  a  feeling 
of  gospel  truth,  and  to  establish  others  therein. 
After  spendiu"'  some  time  in  this  county,  he  went 
into  Derbyshire,  vhcrc  he  visited  las  friend  John 
Gratton,  at  his  own  house  at  Monyasii  ;  from 
which  i>lace  he  went  into  Yorkshire  ;  ami,  after 
spcndiuL:  about  two  weeks  in  that  county,  lie  tra- 
velled into  Lantasliirc  and  Westmoreland,  liaviii.f 
a  precious  meotinsj:  at  Arn>i(le,  in  llie  latter  eounlv, 
Froni  diis  place  he  went  to  Suarlhnioie  .  wlino. 
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at  their  meeting  the  next  day,  he  *^  had  a  sweet 
opportunity  with  Friends,  their  hearts  being  open- 
ed in  the  love  of  God,  aud  his  blessed  life  flowing 
amongst  them." 

In  the  course  of  his  late  journey,  he  had  writ- 
ten and  published  several  papers  and  epistles  ;  and 
now,  settling  down  at  Svvarthmore  lor  a  consider- 
able time,  he  employed  himself  much  in  writing 
epistles  to  his   Friends,   on   various  occasions  ;  in 
•which  he  manifested  his   fatherly   care  for  ihem  ; 
stirring  them  up  to  love   and  good  Avorks,  and  to 
an  upright  zeal   for  the   j)romotion  of  truth  and 
righteousness  upon  the  earth.     'Ihe  following  ex- 
tracts from  an  ej)istle   to   the   yearly  meeting  in 
1679)   vvill  show   the   excellent   spirit  which  con- 
tinued to  pi  evail,  in   this  devoted  servant  of  Jesus 
Christ:  "The  world  expects  more  from  Friends 
than  from  othei  people,  because  you  profess  more. 
Therefore  you  should  be  more  just  than  others  in 
your  words   and  dealings  ;  more   righteous,  holy, 
and    pure    in   your   lives  and    conversations  ;    so 
that  your   lives   and   conversations    may  preacl). — • 
j\nd,  dear  Friends,  stiive   to   excel  one  another  in 
vii  tue,  that  ye  may   grow   in   love,  that  excellent 
wav,  which  unites   all  to  Christ  and  God.     Stand 
up  toi  God's  glory,  and  mind  that  which  concerns 
the  Lord's  honour,  that,  in  no  wise,  his  power  may 
be  abused,  lior  his  name  evil  spoken  of  by  any  evil 
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talkers  or  walkers  ;  but  that,  in  all  things,  God 
may  be  hononrcd,  and  ye  may  glorify  him  in  your 
bodies,  souls  and  spirits,  the  little  time  ye  have  to 
live."  Tliis  instructive  epistle  he  concludes  with 
these  words :  "  My  life  and  love  is  to  you  all,  and 
among  you  all.  The  Lord  God  Almighty,  by  his 
mighty  power,  by  which  he  has  preserved  his 
people  unto  this  day,  preserve  and  keep  you  all  in 
liis  power,  and  peaceable  holy  truth,  in  unity  and 
fellowship'  one  with  another,  and  with  Uie  Son 
and  Father.     Amen." 

Having  continued  al)ove  a  year  at  Swarthmore, 
he  again  found  his  mind  drawn  to  travel  south- 
ward ;  and  leaving  his  family  and  friends  here  in 
the  1st  month,  KiTD-SO,  he  passed  through  some 
parts  of  Westmorchuid  and  I/aucashire,  into  York- 
shire ;  and  came  to  tiie  city  of  York  at  the  tin^e 
of  tiie  Assi/os,  during  which  the  ({uarterly  nuet- 
ing  was  also  held.  Here  he  interested  himself 
and  others  in  ihe  cause  of  their  sutfering  Friends, 
now  m  prison  here,  whose  case  was  laid  before 
the  Judges.  lie  also  personally  visited  his  Friends 
in  prison,  and  encouraged  them  in  their  trying  si- 
tuation. The  fjuarterly  meeting  too  aflorded  him 
an  opportunity  of  strengthening  his  Friends,  ii:  the 
support  of  the  good  cause  which  they  had  espoused, 
and  of  opening  to  them  such  gospel  truths,  iis 
might  tend  to  build  them  up  on  their  most  holy 
B  b'2 
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faith,  and  to  preserve  them  in  their  right  places  m 
the  church  of  Christ.  After  spending  several  days 
in  York,  he  went  through  parts  of  the  counties  of 
iiincoln,  Nottingham,  Derby,  Leicester,  Warwick, 
and  several  others,  to  London ;  where  he  was,  as 
usual,  cordially  received  by  his  Friends.  The 
yearly  meeting  being  in  the  following  week,  he 
attended  it  with  many  Friends  from  different  parts 
of  the  nation.  Of  this  meeting  he  says,  "  A  blessed 
opportunity  ^e  Lord  gave  us  together,  wherein 
the  ancient  love  was  sweetly  felt,  and  the  heavenly 
life  flowed  abundantly  over  all.'^ 

Whilst  he  was  in  London,  he  exerted  himself, 
as  at  other  times,  for  the  relief  of  his  suffering 
brethren,  both  in  this  and  other  nations.  He  also 
wrote  letters  to  his  Friends  in  dift'erent  parts  of 
the  world  ;  and  soon  after  he  left  London,  whilst 
at  Kingston,  he  wrote  to  "  the  Great  Turk,  and  to 
the  King  of  Algiers,"  warning-  them  and  the  people 
under  them,  to  turn  from  their  wickedness  and  to 
fear  the  Lord.  With  the  Aigerlnes  he  particularly 
remonstrated  on  the  cruelty,  which  they  exercised 
towards  their  captives,  among  Nvhoui  were  some 
Friends.* 

*  It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  give  the  following  nc- 
count  of  the  Friends,  who  were  prisoners  at  Algiers,  as 
■rt'Lued  by  Sewell.  "  No^v  concerning  those  Quakers  at 
Al-iers,  of  whom  mention  hatli  been  made  that  they  were 
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He  next  visited  his  Friends  in  Surrey  and  Sus- 
sex, and  returned  again  to  London.  After  continu- 
ing there  about  ten  days,  he  visited  several  meetings 
in  that  neighbourhood,  as  far  as  Hertford.  At  this 
place  he  met  with  John  Story,  one  of  those  who 
had  been  a  principal  opposer  of  the  discipline, 
and  in  other  respects  deviated  from  the  practices 
of  the  society.  Though  several  of  his  party  were 
there,  yet  they  did  not  give  any  disturbance  to  the 
meetings  held  by  George.  I'^ox  ;  who  had  good  ser- 
vice, in  explaining  the  benefit  of  men's  and  wo- 
men's meetings,  one  of  which  he  attended  here.  He 


. slaves  tliere,  it  was  a  pretty  long  time  before  opportunity 
wns  t'oiiiKi  to  redct-ni  tlifin ;  but  in. the  ineauwhilf,  tiiey  so 
faitiifiilly  served  tlieir  masters,  tliat  tliey  were  suiVered  to  gi) 
bjose  tlin)ai;li  tlic  town,  without  Ix'iiig  chained  or  fettered; 
and  liberty  was  al^o  allowed  them  to  meet  at  set  times,  for 
reli>^iou»  worship  ;  and  tlieir  patrons  themselves  would  s  >iue- 
times  come  and  see  what  tiicy  did  there ;  and  finding  no 
images  or  prints,  as  Papist  slaves  in  the  exercise  of  tlieir 
worsliip  made  u^t•  of;  httt  hearing  from  their  slaves  that 
they  reverently  adorwi  and  woi-shipped  the  living  God, 
Creator  of  heaven  and  earth,  they  comnientied  lliem  for  it ; 
and  said  it  was  very  i!ood,and  that  they  might  freely  do  so. 
And  since  one  of  them  was  raised  to  speak  by  way  of  edifi- 
cation to  bis  TrieiuN.  sime  other  English  slaves  fre(|uentiiig 
that  meeting,  came  to  lie  united  with  them.  In  the  mean- 
while, the  name  Qu.ilver>  came  to  be  known  at  Al^^icrs,  as 
n  people  that  might  h.?  trusted  beyond  others."  See  SewcU;)- 
ilulory  of-tlic  Uuakcrs,  page  96,  8vo.  edition,  179^'. 
.u  b  3 
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had  also  a  conference  with  the  disaffected,  amongst 
whom  he  laboured,  endeavouring  to  show  them  tlie 
errors  into  which  they  were  fallen.  In  the  course 
of  this  journey,  he  mentions  having  visited  two 
Friends'  schools,  one  at  Edmonton,  kept  by  Chris- 
topher Taylor,  and  the  other  a  girls'  school  at 
Shacklewell.  Of  these  schools  it  appears  he  had 
been  a  great  promoter,  and  he  now  seems  to  have 
felt  an  interest  in  their  right  support. 

Returning  to  London,  he  continued  there  during 
the  winter,  labouring^  various  ways  for  the  benefit 
of  the  society,  and  the  promotion  of  the  cause  oF 
truth.  Here,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  he  re- 
mained till  the  yearly  meeting  of  1681,  of  which 
he  says ;  "  It  was  a  very  precious  meeting,  in 
which  the  glorious  presence  and  power  of  tho 
Lord  was  eminently  felt  and  enjoyed." 

About  this  time  George,  and  his  wife  who  was 
HOW  with  him  in  London,  were  under  a  prosecu- 
tion for  tithes  on  the  Swarthmore  estate.  The 
legality  of  ihe  demand,  as  well  as  their  conscien- 
tious principles,  were  involved  in  the  question;  and 
many  endeavours  were  used  to  prevent  the  success 
©f  the  claimant,  particularly  by  personal  applica- 
tions to  the  Judges ;  but  a  sequestration  was  granted 
by  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  accompanied,  how- 
«yer;>.  by  a  limitatiou  which  prevented  the  plain- 
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tTff  from  talcing  more  than  was  proved;  by  which 
he  was  much  disappointed-.  In  the  course  of  this 
business,  the  Judges  were  much  surprized  to  find> 
tliat  George  Fox  had  legally  bound  himself  from 
meddling  with  his  wife's  estate ;  an  instance  of 
disinterestedness,  to  which  they  found  it  difficult 
to  give  credit,  till  the  deeds  were  shown  to  them. 

He  abode  in  London  about  a  month  after  the 
yearly  meeting,  and  then  visited  Friends  in  Sussex, 
among  whom  he  had  many  large  and  precious 
meetings.  He  did  not  continue  long  in  this 
county,  but  soon  returned  to  London.  After 
tarrying  awhile  there,  he  visited  his  Friends  in 
tfome  parts  of  Bucks,  Berks,  and  Oxon,  again  rcr 
turning  to  London;  which  city  audits  neighbour- 
hood, from  this  time,  became  his  principal  residence, 
during  the  remaining  part  of  his  life.  lie  how- 
ever sometimes  visited  his  Friends  in  the  neigh- 
bouring counties;  and  in  the  year  l(j84  he  paid  a. 
second  visit  to  Friends  and  others  m  Holland. 

In  this  journey,  he  was  accompanied  from  Lon- 
don by  Alexander  Parker,  (Jeorge  Watts,  and 
Nathaniel  Brasscy,  Mho  were  al.'^o  \uu\cv  a  reli- 
gious engagement  to  visit  Friends  in  those  parts, 
Thoy  left  Uiat  city  on  the  3 1st  of  ^d  month  ;  and  the 
same  day  they  reached  Colchester  in  a  coach,  w  here 
tijcy  attended  the  meeting  on  the  day  f(.)Ilo\\ing  j 
btjing  the  tirst  ol  tlie  ^^«ek,    Tlie  report  of  George- 
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Fox  being  there  had  spread  much,  both  in  Col- 
chester and  its  neighbourhood,  which  occasioned 
a  very  large  meeting  ;  so  that  apprehensions  were 
entertained  lest  the  Magistrates  should  be  alarmed 
and  endeavour  to  break  it  up ;  but  no  attempt  of 
Uib  kind  was  made ;  and  a  very  satisfactory  meet- 
ing  it  proved.  "  Truly,"  he  observes,  "  the  Lord's 
power  and  presence  were  beyond  words,  for  I  was 
but  weak,  and  my  face  by  reason  of  a  cold  was 
sore;  but  God  manifested  his  strength  in  us  and 
with  us,  and  all  was  well.  The  Lord  have  the 
glory  for  evermore  for  his  supporting  power." 

Having  spent  two  days  more  in  Colchester,  re- 
ceiving and  visiting  his  Friends,  he  and  his  com- 
panions left  that  town  ;  and  on  their  arrival  at 
Harwich,  niet  with  William  Bingley  and  Sanuiel 
Waldeniicld.  From  tliis  place  they  sailed  for 
Holland,  and  landed  at  the  Briel,  after  a  line  pas- 
saf^e  of  about  sixteen  hours.  From  the  Jiriel  lliey 
proceeded  to  Uotterdam,  where  they  attended  the 
meetino-  on  First  J)ay ;  and,  whilst  here,  hud  some 
religious  conferences  with  persons  of  note  in  the 
place.  The  next  dtiy  they  went  to  Amsterdam, 
where  they  attended  the  meetings  of  their  Friends, 
The  yearly  meeting  established  here  for  ihc  society 
in  Holland  and  Germany,  was  at  this  time  held. 
This  afforded  a  good  opportunity  of  seeing  their 
Friends  in  these  countries  ^  and  a  refreshing  timo 
they  had  together,  in  the  love  of  God,'.    Here  the 
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strangers  from  England  separated,  according  to 
their  several  concerns ;  George  Fox,  with  Alexan- 
der Parker  and  George  Walts,  remaining  a  few 
days  at  Amsterdam.  Among  other  religious  en- 
gagements, they  visited  Galenus  Abrahams,  whom 
George  had  seen  when  in  that  country  before. 
He  was  an  eminent  preacher  among  the  Meno- 
nists  or  Baptists,  and  had  formerly  manifested  a 
dislike  to  George  Fox,  with  a  degree  of  fear,  bid- 
ding him  to  keep  his  eyes  from  him,  because  they 
pierced  him ;  but  this  disposition  seems  to  have 
been  removed,  and  he  was  now  very  loving,  and  in 
some  degree  confessed  to  the  truth  of  what  was 
said  to  him.  Ilis  wife  and  daughter  were  also 
kind,  and  they  parted  in  much  love. 

From  Amsterdam,  George  and  his  companions^ 
to  whorn  John  Claus  was  added  as  an  interpreter, 
departed  for  Friesland,  in  which  country  they  tra-" 
veiled  about  a  week,  visiting  Friends  and  others; 
and  mostly  holding  one  or  two  meetings  daily. 
'Fhey  went  as  far  as  llarliagen,  in  West  Friesland; 
from  whu:!i  j)lace  lliey  Veturned  by  sea  to  Amster- 
dam;  where,  on  the  following  first  day,  they  at- 
tended the  meeting,  "  which  was  very  large  and 
precious  "  Many  persons  of  all  ranks  were  there, 
and  wen?  very  attentive  to  tiie  gospel  truths  deli- 
vered aniDUgst  them.  After  spending  about  two 
weeks  liere,  and  making  excursions  into  the  conntrv, 
particularly  to  Osauoverlon,  Luudsmeer,  Sardam, 
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and  Alkmaer,  they  took  an  affectionate  leave  of 
their  Friends  in  Amsterdam,  .and  went  to  Harlem ; 
where  they  had  a  very  satisfactory  meeting  at  the 
house  of  Abraham  Trondenberg,  a  Friend  of  that 
place.  The  next  day  they  departed  for  Rotter- 
dam, where  they  had  two  meetings ;  and  on  the 
15th  of  5th  month  went  to  the  Briel,  where  they 
took  shipping  for  F^ngland.  After  a  tedious 
voyage,  they  arrived  safe  at  Harwich ;  from  which 
place  they  went  by  Colchester,  Witham,  and 
Ilarestreet,  towards  London ;  but  George  being 
much  enfeebled  by  travelling  and  other  exercises, 
staid  at  his  son-in-law,  Vv  illiam  Mead's,  at  Gooses, 
near  Harestreet,  and  rested  there  several  weeks; 
so  that  it  was  not  till  the  latter  end  of  summer, 
that  he  reached  London. 

After  this  journey,  he  ceased  from  much  travel- 
ling, his  principal  residence  continuing  in  London 
and  its  neighbourhood,  llv.i  tliough  bis  body  was 
thus  circumscribed,  his  enlarged  mind  was  still 
active;  and  he  employed  his  time  in  writuig  many 
Papers  and  Epistles  to  Friends  and  others  in  dis- 
tant parts ;  in  attending  to  tiie  suii'erings  of  his  per- 
secuted brethren,  and  in  visiting  the  sick ;  besides 
being  engaged  in  his  public  gospel  labours  in  reli- 
gious nieetuigs. 


CHAP.  XXI. 

iGS.j  to  \^()0— -Writes  an  Epistle  to  Friends  on  Accowit 
oj  Commotions  in  the  Nation — Account  of  his  Gift  of 
JjOnd  and  Meeting-House  at  Sivaithmon — Resides 
principally  about  London — An  Epistle  to  the  Yiarly 
Meeting  at  York — Increasing  Injirmities — His  Death 
and  Burial. 

IDURING  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  Second,  the  nation  was  much  agitated 
with  popular  disaffection ;  on  which  account  George 
Fox  became  exercised  for  his  Friends, lest  tliey  should 
be  drawn  into  the  spirit  of  contending  parties,  and 
neglect  an  attention  to  their  own  religious  duties. 
On  this  account  he  was  concerned  to  write  them 
an  l"]pistle,  **  To  caution  all  to  keep  out  of  the 
spirit  of  the  world,  in  which  trouble  is,  and  to 
dwell  in  the  jx'aceable  truth."  From  this  Epistle 
it  may  not  be  improper  to  give  the  foHo\\ing  ex- 
tract : 

"  Dear  Friends  and  Brethren,  whatever  bust- 
lings anil  trouble,  tunuills  or  outrages,  quarrels  or 
strife,  arise  in  the  world,  keep  out  of  them  all. 
Concern  not  yourselves  with  ihem ;  but  keep  in 
the  Lord's  power  and  peaceable  truth,  that  is  ovci 
all  such  tluii'j;s;  in  which  j)()\\er  ye  seek  the  j)eace 
and  lifood  of  all  ujen.     Li\e  in  the  love  which 
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God  hath  shed  abroad  in  your  hearts,  through 
Christ  Jesus  ;  in  which  love  nothing  is  able  to 
separate  you  from  God  and  Christ;  neither  out- 
ward sufierings,  persecutions,  nor  any  thing  that  is 
below  and  without ;  nor  to  hinder  or  break  your 
heavenly  fellowship  in  the  light,  gospel,  and  Spirit 
of  Christ ;  nor  your  holy  communion  in  the  Holy 
Ghost,  that  proceeds  from  the  Father  and  the 
Son,  which  leads  into  all  truth." 

Tliis  Epistle  is  dated  at  London,  the  11th  of 
4th  month,  lG8o;  and  in  the  year  1688,  about  the 
time  of  the  Revolution,  he  wrote  another  of  a 
similar  tendency.  Thus  did  this  faithful  overseer 
Match  over  and  encourage  the  flock,  being  on  all 
occasions  ready,  both  by  word  and  deed,  to  minis- 
ter to  their  wants;  to  extricate  them  from  tlieir 
difficulties  ;  to  guard  them  against  all  snares;  and 
to  warn  them  of  the  ap}jroach  of  that  enemy, 
which  goes  about,  either  as  a  roaring  lion,  seeking 
whom  he  may  devour,  or  as  a  cunning  serpent 
endeavouring  to  deceive  and  to  betray.  In  such 
services  as  these  did  he  employ  the  remainder  of 
his  days,  adding  to  them  acts  of  liberality  both  of 
a  private  and  public  nature.  Of  this  trait  of  Wis 
conduct  it  may  be  proper  to  relate  some  circum- 
stances, respecting  a  meeting-house  at  Swartli- 
more ;  whicii  w?s  provided  at  his  expense,  and 
with  the  ground  on  which  it  stood,  and  somv  other 
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adjoining,  was  given  by  him  to  the  Society.  It 
will  doubtless  be  most  acceptable  and  interesting 
to  the  reader,  to  be  presented  with  some  copious 
extracts  from  the  papers  which  he  wrote  on  this 
occasion  ;  as  they  tend  to  exhibit  his  character  iu 
various  points  of  view,  in  a  very  striking  manner. 

"  George  Fox's  declared  intention  and  motion 
for  his  giving  up  Petty 's  house  and  land  for  ever, 
for  the  service  of  the  Lord  and  the  people  called 
Quakers." 

"  The  eternal  God,  who  hath  in  and  by  his 
eternal  powerful  arm,  preserved  me  through  all 
my  troubles,  trials,  temptations,  and  afflictions  j 
persecutions,  reproaches,  and  imprisonments;  and 
carried  me  over  them  all,  halh  sanctified  all  these 
things  to  me,  so  that  I  can  say,  all  things  work 
-together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God,  and  are 
beloved  of  him." 

*'  And  the  Lord  God  of  the  whole  heaven  and 
earth,  and  all  things  therein,  both  natural  and 
spliituul,  he  halh  been,  by  his  eternal  arm  and 
power,  my  preserver,  and  upholder,  and  keeper, 
and  hath  taken  care  and  provided  for  me,  both  for 
temporals  and  spirituals,  so  tliat  I  never  did  want ; 
and  have  been  content  ami  thankful  with  what  the 
Lord  did  provide  for  me." 

"  And  now  the  Lord  hath  done  so  much  good 
to  me,  and  to  his  namC;  truth,  and  people,  to  v.  liom 
c  c 
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,1  have  offered  up  my  spirit,,  soul,  and  body,  which 
are  the  Lord's,  made  and  created  for  his  glory. 
And  also  I  do  offer  and  give  up  freely  to  the 
Lord  for  ever,  aiud  for  tlie  service  of  his  sons, 
daughters,  and  servants,  called  Quakers,  the  house 
and  houses,  barn,  kiln,  stable,  and  all  the  land, 
with  the  garden  and  orchard,  being  about  three 
acres  of  land,  more  or  iess^  with  the  commonings, 
peats,  turfings,  moss,  and  whatsoever  other  privi- 
leges that  belong  to  it,  called  Swarthmoor,  in  the 
parish  of  Ulverstone." 

**  And  also  my  ebony  bedstead,  w  ilh  the  painted 
curtains,  and  the  great  elbow  chair  that  Robert 
Widders  sent  me;  and  my  great  sea  case  or  cel- 
laridge,  with  the  bottles  in  it.  I'hese  I  do  give  to 
stand  in  the  house  as  heirlooms,  when  tlie  house 
is  made  use  of  for  a  meeting  place;  so  tliat  a 
Friend  may  have  a  bed  to  lie  on,  and  a  chair  to  sit 
in,  and  a  bottle  to  hold  a  little  water  to  drink." 

"  It  being  free  land,  and  free  from  all  tithe,  both 
freat  and  small ;  and  all  this  I  do  freely  give  up 
to  the  Lord,  and  for  the  Lord's  service  and  his 
people's,  to  make  it  a  meeting  place  of/' 

"  It  is  all  the  land  and  house  I  have  in  Eng- 
land, and  it  is  given  up  to  the  Lord ;  for  it  is  for 
his  service,  and  for  his  children's." 

OEORGE  T02L 
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"I  do  and  have  given  up  PetU's,  which  I 
bought  of  the  children  Susannah  Fell  and  Rachel 
Fell  for  seventy-two  pounds;  for  God's  people  to 
meet  in,  when  they  do  not  meet  at  Swarth- 
moor  Hall;  and  let  the  rest  of  the  ground  and 
malt  house  maintain  the  meeting  house,  which  may 
be  made  fit,  either  the  barn  or  the  house,  as  the 
Lord  shall  let  Friends  see  Mliich  is  best;  and  to 
slate  it,  atid  pave  the  way  to  it,  that  so  Friends 
may  go  dry  to  their  meeting.  And  let  or  set  part 
of  the  house  and  land  to  miintain  itself  for  ever 
for  the  Lord's  service.  And  you  may  let  any  poor 
honest  Fiiend  live  in  part  of  the  house.  And  so 
let  it  he  for  the  Lord's  service  to  the  end  of  the 
world  ;  and  for  his  people  to  meet  in,  to  keep  them 
from  the  winter-cold,  and  the  wet,  and  the  sum- 
mer-heat." 

The  foregoing  e.xfracts  are  from  papers  dated 
at  Kingstou-upon-Tliames,  the  l.Tth  of  l^th  month, 
and  the  CCd  of  1st  niontii,  1080-7,  \Nhich  apjicar 
to  have  \ic(;u  sent  to  'l'lit)mas  Lower,  who  lived  at 
Alarsh  Grange,  in  Lancashire,  acrompanicd  with 
a  letter  which  also  enters  into  many  minutia>,  re- 
specting the  proposed  meeting  house;  and,  I  ap- 
prehend, the  insertion  of  the  principal  part  of  ii*, 
will  also  be  accc])tabie. 

c  c  C 
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"  Gooses,  the  28M  of  2d  Month,  l6S7. 
^'  Dear  Thomas, 

"  With  my  love  to  thee  and  thy  wife,  with 
thy  mother,  and  brother,  and  sister,  at  Swarthmoor, 
and  thy  children,  and  the  rest  of  Friends  in  the 
holy  seed  of  life,  that  reigns  over  all.  Dear 
Thomas,  I  have  sent  thee  a  copy  of  my  mind  con- 
cerning Petty's,  ANhich  thou  mayst  privately  show 
to  thy  mother,  and  the  list  of  the  names  ;  which  you 
that  live  in  the  country,  you  may  know  which  of 
these  are  the  fittest  to  put  into  the  deQi\  of  trust. 
Chuse  out  first  four  of  the  most  faithful  and  sub- 
stantial Friends  in  this  list,  or  other  that  you  may 
approve  of,  to  join  you  four  brothers,  unto  whom 
the  first  deed  of  trust  is  to  be  made ;  and  then  you 
eight  are  to  make  it  over  by  a  deed  of  uses,  to  ten 
or  twelve  Friends  more,  which  you  may  consider, 
who  are  fit  to  put  into  that  second  deed.  So  the 
four  names  that  is  to  be  joined  with  you,  thou  must 
send  up,  as  shortly  as  thou  can.  that  so  the  deed 
may  be  confirmed  as  soon  as  may  be." 

*'  This  will  be  a  confirmation  of  what  has  all 
along  been  in  thy  mother's  mind ;  liiat  the  meetiug 
w  ill  be  continued  at  Swarthmoor.  And  as  concern- 
ing the  ten  or  twelve  Friends  more,  unto  which  you 
iire  to  make  a  deed  of  uses,  the  names  of  them 
may  be  considered  on  afterwards,  when  this  is 
done.      Ana   as    concerning    the    meeting    place 
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rtself,  ^vhet1le^  the  barn  or  the  house,  I  shall  leave 
it  to  you.  But  if  the  barn  will  do  Jgietter ;  if  you  could 
make  it  wider,  may  be  it  may  be  better,  because 
there  will  be  the  house  to  go  into,  and  the  ground 
may  be  so  raised,  that  you  may  go  up  a  step  or 
two  into  the  meeting-house;  and  it  will  be  more 
wholesome.  And  the  yards  are  low,  which  may 
be  raised  ami  laid  dry;  and  you  have  stones  enough, 
and  poor  men  to  get  them.  And  I  would  have 
a'll  the  thatch  pulled  oft*  all  the  houses,  and  laid  in 
a  heap  to  rot  for  maruire  to  be  laid  upon  the 
elose;  and  let  a'll  the  houses  be  slated,  and  the 
walls  about  it  to  be  made  substantial  to  stand,  and 
laid  in  lime  and  sand." 

"  And  I  would  have  a  porch  made  ta  the  meet- 
ing placCj  of  the  Common  side,  into  the  yard  ;  and- 
with  rubbish  and  earth  as  before,  you  may  raise 
the  yaixl  and  the  floors.  And  I  would  have  the 
meeting  place  large,  for  truth  may  increase.  The 
barn  made  as  wide  again,  which  you  may  do  with- 
pillars,  or  otherwise,  which  I  leave  to  thee  and  iho 
workmen;  and  I  would  have  thee  take  Robcrf 
Barrow's  advice  in  it.  If  you  think  tit  to  have  tlie 
kiln  contiiu\ed,  you  may  fit  it  up,  if  it  be  wortfj 
the  charge  of  douig.  But  these  things  I  niuf»t 
leave  to  you." 

**  I   would  have   it    gone   about,    and  prepare" 
sliiijgs  beforchaud  as  soon  a*;  you  can;   wbeii  jo-ii 
c  C.3 
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have  viewed  it,  and  see  what  you  will  want ;  either 
lime,  sand,  wood,  or  stone.  And  I  would  have 
Robert  Barrow  to  do  it,  if  he  can.  And  I  would 
have,  next  winter,  an  orchard  planted  when  you 
see  fit;  you  may  get  some  trees  to  set  in  it  where 
thou  sees  fit ;  and  I  would  have  some  trees  set 
about  the  close,  and  if  thou  will  set  some  of  thy 
fir  trees  there  thou  may.  And  when  all  is  done 
and  fitted  compleally  for  the  Lord's  service  and 
his  people's,  let  it  stand  till  there  be  occasion  for 
it;  and  I  desire  thee  to  be  very  careful  in  this 
thing,  and  let  it  be  done  as  soon  as  may  be;  for  it 
is  not  for  myself,  but  for  the  service  of  the  Lord 
and  his  people,  and  let  it  be  done  substantially." 

"  And  as  for  the  affairs  of  truth,  in  the  general, 
things  are  pietty  \vell,  and  meetings  are  quiet 
both  in  England  and  beyond  the  seas.  And  the 
Lord  keep  his  people  in  his  fear  and  in  humility, 
in  this  time  of  liberty,  that  they  do  not  forget 
him;  for  there  is  danger  in  a  time  of  liberty,  as  in 
a  time  of  suffering,  for  that  to  get  up  which  will 
not  stand  faithful;  but  my  desire  is,  that  all  may 
walk  worthy  of  the  Lord's  mercies.  So  no  more, 
with  my  love  to  you."  "  G.  F." 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  it  may  be  accep- 
table to  have  the  following  extract  from  a  letter 
to  Thomas  Ivowcr,  when  he  sent  him  a  copy  of 
the  feoffment  deed.     In  this  letter,  after  giving. 
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directions  about  the  deed  and  other  writings  re- 
lating to  this  business,  that  they  should  be  tran- 
scribed and  entered  in  proper  books,  he  gives  tlie 
following  additional  directions  about  proceeding 
in  the  work. 

"  And  you  may  mind  to  buy  all  the  things  at 
the  best  hand,  beforehand,  to  be  ready.  And  I 
am  in  the  same  mind  still,  not  to  put  any  Friend 
to  a  farthing  charge.  But  if  Friends  of  the  meet- 
ing or  thereaway  will  come  with  their  carts,  and 
lielp  to  fetch  stone,  lime,  wood,  sand,  or  slate,  I 
shall  take  it  kindly;  or  to  get  stone  off  the  com- 
mon, if  need  be:  and  you  may  speak  to  Joseph 
Sharp,  for  he  is  a  willing  man,  to  help  in  any 
thing." 

"  And  the  twenty  pounds  of  J.  R.'s,  which  you 
are  to  receive,  I  have  and  do  order  it  for  that  ser- 
vice :  and  the  fifteen  pounds  thou  hast  in  thy  hands 
of  Jane  and  Robert  \\  idders,  1  order  for  that  ser- 
vice and  for  the  building  ;  and  the  five  })ounds 
Susannah  brought  u|)  1  took  of  her,  and  what 
more  ye  do  want,  when  it  is  wanted  let  me  know. 
And  so  dear  Thomas,  with  my  love  to  thee  and 
all  the  rest  of  Friends,  in  tlie  holy  and  peaceable 
tnilh,  that  is  stronger  than  all  tluy  that  be  out  of 
it.     And  God  Almighty  keep  you  in  it,  and  in  the 

order  of  it.     Aiutn.'' 

''  G.  F" 


3085  ETFE  OF  GEORGE  FOX'. 

Among  the  various  means  of  developing  bumaa' 
efeiracters,  private  letters  form  an  important  and 
interesting  part.  This  is  particularly  the  case 
\vith  respect  to  those  men,  who  may  be  considered 
as  public  characters,  in  whatever  line  that  publi- 
city may  have  been  obtained.  Those  who  live  in 
succeeding  generations,  have  seldom  an  oppor- 
tunity of  contemplating  such  persons,  but  in  that 
public  capacity  in  which  they  have  principally 
acted.  It  seemed  therefore  desirable  to  bring  the 
more  private  parts  of  George  Fox's  character 
into  view,  by  these  extracts;  for  though  the  business- 
to  which  they  relate,  may  be  considered  rathei'  of  a 
public  nature,  yet  it  has  afforded  an  opportunity 
of  estimating  his  private  virtues  ;  and  that  in  a  man- 
ner, which  cannot  fail  of  making  a  favourable  im- 
pression on  the  mind  of  every  reader.  The  liberality 
of  the  gift,  and  the  expressions  of  grateful  piety  with 
which  it  is  accompanied,  afford  a  pleasing  idea  of 
the  donor ;  and  when,  to  these  considerations,  are 
added  the  humility  and  deference  with  which  he 
refers  many  matters  to  his  children  and  friends,  t 
cannot  but  contemplate  this  part  with  admiration 
and  pleasure.  He  had  now  been,  nearly  forty 
y€ars,  an  eminent  member  of  a  society,  which  he 
had  been  allowed  to  be  the  principal  means  of 
establishing  ;  yet  we  see  nothing  in  his  conduct 
like  lording  over  God's  heritage.  Though  lie 
stood^  in  the  authority  of  truth  over  and  againtt- 
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every  thing  that  would  lay  this  heritage  waste ;  yet, 
from  various  circumslances,  as  well  as  from  these 
documents,  he  appears  to  have  been  preserved  in 
much  humility  and  love;  and  jby  these  means,  to 
have  greatly  endeared  himself  to  his  brethren  in 
religious  profession  and  gospel  labour ;  as  will  in 
the  sequel  more  fully  appear.  It  is  worthy  of 
observation,  that  he  takes  no  notice  of  this  busi- 
ness in  his  own  memoirs,  though  they  are  brought 
down  to  a  later  period  of  time. 

During  his  residence  about  London,  he  spent 
much  of  his  time  at  the  houses  of  his  sons  in  law, 
William  Mead  and  .John  Rouse.  The  former 
lived  at  Gooses,  a  few  miles  from  Romford  in 
l-lssex  ;  ihe  latter  at  or  near  Kingston  upon. 
Thames,  lie  also  frequently  visited  oilier  Friends 
at  their  houses  in  the  country,  finding  that  the  air 
of  London  and  his  exercises  there,  did  not  suit  his 
enfeebled  constitution.  Li  the  year  IGBS  he  was 
scarcely  able  to  .<-it  dining  the  whole  time  of  a. 
meeting  ;  and  generally  obliged  to  lie  down  when 
it  was  tinished  ;  Init  he  still  continued  diliticnt  in 
labouring,  both  ''  in  and  out  of  meetings  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord,  as  lie  gave  opportunity  and 
ability."  In  the  ye:ir  \()S[)  he  attended  the  yearly 
meeliiig  in  London,  as  he  had  done  for  seveial 
years  past,  with  satisfaction:  and  this  year  ad- 
dressed an  cpislle  to   the  yearly  meeting  at  York, 
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i\*hiclT,  hte  says,  "  because  of  the  largeness  of  tTiat 
county,  and  for  the  conveniency  of  Friends  in  the' 
northern  parts,  had  for  some  years  been  held 
there."  This  epij<tle  appears  to  have  been  occa- 
sioned by  some  dissensions  which  had  taken  place 
among  Friends  in  that  county.  Because  of  i(s 
brevity,  instruction,  and  sweetness,  and  its  showing 
how  love,  now  near  the  close  of  a  laborious  and 
suffering  life,  seemed  to  predominate  in  his 
mind,  it  may  be  acceptable  to  give  the  whole  of  it 
a  place  here. 

"  Dear  Friends  and  Brethren  in  Christ  Jesus, 

*'  Whom  the  Lord  by  his  eternal  arm  and 
power,  hath  preserved  to  this  day,  all  walk  in  the 
power  and  spirit  of  God,  that  is  over  aJl  in  love 
and  unity  ;  for  love  overcomes,  builds  up,  and 
unites  all  the  members  of  Christ  to  him  the  head. 
Love  keeps  out  all  strife,  and  is  of  God.  Love 
©r  charity  never  fails  ;  but  keeps  the  mind  above 
all  outward  things,  and  strife  about  outward  things. 
It  overcomes  evil,  and  casts  out  all  false  fears.  It 
is  of  God,  and  unites  the  hearts  of  all  his  people 
togetlver,  in  the  heavenly  joy,  concord,  and  unity* 
The  God  of  love  preserve  you  all,  and  establish 
you  in  Christ  Jesus,  your  life  and  salvation;  in 
whom  ye  have  all  peace  with  God.  So  walk  in 
bim,  that  ye  may  be  ordered  in  his  peaceable,  hea- 


IIFE  OF  GEORGE  FOX.  311 

venly  wisdom,  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  com- 
ibrt  o\\B  of  another.     Amen." 

*^  London,  the  27th  of  the  3d  month,  iSsg." 

Tlie  winter  of  l6S9  he  spent  at  Gooses,  and 
was  sometimes  alje  to  attend  the  meeting  to 
which  William  Mead  belonged,  which  was  about 
half  a  mile  distant  ftom  his  house  ;  but  as  he  was 
not  always  able  to  do  this,  he  fiequently  held 
meetings  in  the  house,  with  the  family,  and  with 
those  who  came  to  visit  him  ;  still  feelnig  the  be- 
nefit of  frequent  waiting  upon  God,  and  the  duly 
of  worshipiMug  him  in  as  public  a  manner  as  his 
bodily  health  would  permit,  lie  continued  at 
Gooses  till  the  2d  montli,  I69O,  when  he  returned 
to  London,  and  after  paying  a  short  visit  to  his 
Friends  at  Kingston,  came  ^gain  to  the  city, 
where  he  continues!  till  the  yearly  meeting  in  the 
ft)uith  month,  of  which  he  gives  tliis  account.-— 
"  The  wonted  goodness  of  the  Lord  was  witness- 
cd,  his  blessed  })rcscnce  enjoyed,  and  his  heavenly 
power  livingly  felt,  opening  tlie  hearts  of  his 
people  unto  him,  and  his  divine  treasures  of  life 
iiiid  wisdom  unto  them  ;  whereby  many  useful  and 
necessary  things,  rehiring  to  the  satViy  of  Friends, 
and  to  the  honour  and  pro'^j>erity  of  truth,  were 
Weightily  treated  of,  and  uuuiumously  concluded." 
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After  this  yearly  meeting,  he  continued  in  Lon- 
don nearly  a  month,  and  then  went  into  the  coun- 
try, as  far  as  Hertford  and  Ware,  visiting  his 
Friends  ar  Tottenham,  Ford  Green,  Enfield, 
Cheshunt,  Waltham  Abbey,  and  Winchmore  Hill. 
At  Hertford  he  had  a  meeting  wiUi  the  ancient 
Friends  of  that  place,  to  whom  he  imparted  suit- 
able advice  ;  and  returned  by  Ware,  and  other 
places  already  mentioned,  to  London,  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  seventh  month  ;  where,  except  one 
excursion  into  the  neighbouring  country,  he  con- 
tinued till  his  decease,  being  almost  daily  with 
Friends  at  their  meetings,  and  writing  epistles  on 
different  occasions.  The  last  of  these  is  addressed 
to  Friends  in  Ireland,  who  were,  at  that  time,  un- 
der great  sufferings,  from  the  intestine  commotions 
in  that  nation.  1  his  affectionate  and  encourajrinw 
epistle  is  dated  tlie  iOth  of  11th  month,  I69O. 
The  following  day  being  the  first  of  the  week,  he 
attended  the  meeting  at  Gracechurcii  street;  where 
he  was  publicly  exercised  in  his  ministerial  gift, 
both  in  testimony  and  supplication,  with  great 
power  and  clearness. 

When  this  meeting  was  concluded,  he  retired  to 
tlie  house  of  Henry  Goiildncy,  in  Whitehart 
Court,  when  he  informed  some  Fiiends  who  ac- 
companied him,  that  he  felt  the  cold  strike  to  hi.'^ 
heart  as  he  came  out  of  meeting  ;  but  added,  ''  i 
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am  glad  I  was  here  ;  now  I  am  clear,  I  am  fully 
clear."  After  this  he  lay  down,  but  feelmg  the 
sense  of  cold  continue,  was  put  into  bed;  where, 
increasing  in  weakness,  he  continued  with  much 
peace  and  resignation,  till  his  death,  which  took 
place  after  two  days  confinement.  In  the  interval 
liis  mind  was  much  engaged  on  subjects,  which  had, 
during  a  long  exercising  life,  occupied  his  prin- 
cipal attention.  That  active  spirit  \\hich  had 
been  indefatigubly  engaged  in  the  univers:d  love  of 
God,  to  make  known  his  tiuth  and  righteous*- 
I'.ess  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  was  still  alive 
to  the  promotion  of  this  glorious  cause.  This  wag 
evinced  by  the  directions  which  he  gave  at  this 
awful  crisis,  respecting  the  distribution  of  booivS, 
calculated  to  promote  the  great  ends  for  which  he 
had  personally  laboured.  1'hc  triumphant  state  uf 
his  mind  over  all  his  boddy  weakness,  was  niani- 
fcst(Hi  by  the  following  expressions  to  soujc 
I'ricnds  who  \i^ilcd  him  :  '*  All  is  \\ell ;  the  Seed* 

*  Tiie  Worci,  <jr  tlic  I'owcr  of  Cixl,  is  called  an  incor- 
rupliblc  seed,  iPii.  j.  23;  -mA  by  liic  trnn  "  Seed," 
(u.'jii;f  Tox,  and  otlifi'  r' i:L;iuiis  uiltcr.-,  tiv;jut.-iilly,  and 
vi  rv  L'liipliaticaliy  allude  \'t  this  d.vinc  itifhuiice.  Cnidt'i)^ 
iihJrr  tht  lit-ad  "Seed,"  thus  (  Xjilin:-  llie  term:  "  Tlie 
\\.,'id  is  calii-d  un  vuuii-iqiiihic  sn  :,  ■  .caii-x',  contiiiuui;^ 
St'll  the  bitoie,  and  br-mg  imiiiutablf  i.i  ii-  If',  it  cijui'^cs  and 
j-viicws  ti)0  licarts  ul'  those  «!•.<  \-\  I'.i.ih  r<c<.ive  it." — 
"  llciu-e  it  is  said,  l.IuiiN  lii.  9,  W  Ii  -  .>.\(r  i.-,  hdrii  i>f  Gud, 
Jj;.h  i.'ot  i.ci»init.  tUi  ;  ici'  hi-  -^icd  ..;..,.,  :i  .■h  ;u  iiiu.." 
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of  God  reigns  over  all,  and  over  death  itself;  and 
though  1  am  weak  in  body,  yet  the  power  of  God 
is  over  all ;  and  the  Seed  reigns  over  all  disorderly 
spirits."  About  four  or  live  hours  before  his 
death,  some  of  his  Friends  inquired  how  he  found 
himself,  to  whom  he  replied  with  Uiat  fortitude 
and  ujdiffereiice  to  bodily  sufferings,  which  remark- 
ably distmguisht'd  his  character;  "  ^ever  heed, 
the  Lord's  power  is  over  ail  weakness  and  death  ; 
the  Seed  reigns,  blessed  be  the  Lord."  Such  was 
the  composure  v\hicli  attended  him  at  this  solemn 
season,  that  he  closed  his  own  eyes  and  mouth  at 
the  time  when  life  was  expiring. 

In  this  state  of  mind,  his  spirit  quitted  its  earthly 
tabernacle,  on  tluid  day,  tiie  13th  of  the  I  1th 
month,  1(>|)0,  between  tiie  iiours  of  nine  and  ten 
at  nigiit;  lie  being  then  in  the  ()7th  year  of  his  age. 
At  his  close,  lie  \^  as  surrounded  by  many  of  his 
sorrov\ful  iiieuiis ;  who,  it  appears  from  various 
accounts,  and  particidaily  from  letters  written  on 
tl.'e  occasion,  were  deeply  affected  with  the  loss  of 
one  whom  they  so  highly  esteemed  and  revered. 

The  interment  took  place  three  days  after  his  de- 
cease, on  winch  occasion  a  very  large  and  soleuin 
nieevuig    was   held   at   Giacechureli   street;  after 
.viiich  the  corpse  was  conveyed  to  Binil.iii  Fields, 
accompanied  by  several   thousands  of  Friends  and 
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Others.*  Here,  as  well  as  at  the  meeting  hoiise^ 
many  public  testimonies  were  given  forth  to  the 
tfiicacy  of  that  divine  power,  which  had  qiialitied 
their  departed  IViend,  for  the  imj)()rtant  services  to 
which  he  had  been  called;  and  to  the  faithful 
labours,  patient  sufferings,  and  exemplary  conduct, 
with  which  he  had  adorned  the  gospel  of  God  our 
Saviour. 

*  William  Penn,  in  a  letter  which  he  wrote  on  this  occa- 
sion, c-.ilciilatcs  tiic  niiiiiLer  cfFrien'is  and  Uliersat  two  thou- 
tniui ;  hut  Robei t  iJarrow  states  tlie  mnnbtr  much  higher. 
lie  hIso  nieiitiuiis  the  L  riends  who  were  puhliciy  engaged  at 
the  meeting  house  and  hurial  grouiul,  in  tiie  order  in  w  lueh 
they  5.;;ake,  viz.  At  the  meeting  house,  James  Park,  Kohert 
Barrow,  Ambrose  Rigge,  Jasper  Batt,  William  Penn,  Fran- 
cis Camfieid,  Stephen  Crisp,  John  Taylor  of  York,  Francis 
Stam[  cr,  and  George  Whitehead  ;  Thomas  Green  was  after- 
wards engisicd  in  pnivor.  Notwitiistandiiig  tlie  number  of 
prt-arhi  T-,  it  ajipeais  tlie  meeting  lasteil  only  about  two 
lioiir^i.  Tltoic  who  preach.  I  vA  the  grave  si'ie,  were  ^\'ilfiaul 
1\  an,  Jw^per  P)att,  Cleorge  V.  (.itehcad,  John  \'iuiL,ht:on,  and 
Wilham  liiu^lev. 


Dd 


CHAP.  XXII. 

Account  of  his  Properti/.-'—IIis  Character. 

JtIlAVING  now  terminated  the  account  of  the 
life  and  death  of  this  devoted  labourer  in  the 
Lord's  vineyard,  it  remains  to  say  something  re- 
specting his  character,  both  in  a  private  and  public 
capacity.  Bat  before  I  enter  upon  this  part  of 
Iiiy  work,  it  may  be  proper  to  give  some  idea  of 
the  property  \v!iich  he  possessed.  From  an  ac- 
count which  he  left  behind  him,  it  appears  that  he 
held  shares  of  two  vessels,  belonging  to  Scarbo- 
rough ;  and  had  also  a  small  share  in  some  busi- 
ness. Several  sums  of  money  belonging  to  him 
are  likewise  mentioned,  as  being  in  the  hands  of 
different  Friends  ;  and  from  the  best  estimate 
which  I  am  capable  of  forming,  the  value  of  the 
whole  was  about  eight  hundred  pounds,  exclusive 
of  above  one  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, Mbich  he  says  William  Penn  gave  him  ;  bnt 
:l  is  doubtful  wlielherhe  ever  came  into  possession 
of  this  land,  so  as  to  derive  any  benefit  from  it. 
As  it  does  not  appear,  that  he  at  all  enriched  him- 
self by  marrying  a  woman  of  fortune,  it  is  likely 
the  property  v.iiich  he  possessed,  was  principally 
patrimyniul.      This  may  account  for  the  ability. 


LIFE  OF  GEORGE  FOX.  317 

which  he  always  manifested  to  support  himself  iu 
his  travels,  so  as  not  to  receive  any  assistance  from 
others,  further  than  that  hospitable  entertainment, 
which  the  great  head  of  the  church  has  provided 
for  his  ministers. 

Li  the  different  relations  of  a  son,  a  husband, 
and  that  of  a  father  to  his  wife's  children,  he  ap- 
pears to  have  discharged  the  duties  of  tliese  sta- 
tions with  affectionate  regard,  though  the  nature 
of  his  religious  services,  pr<ivented  him  from  en- 
joying so  nmch  of  their  society,  as  would  have 
been  mutually  agreeable.  To  the  children  of  his 
wife,  as  well  as  to  her,  he  was  uuich  attached. 
Trom  some  letters  still  preserved,  it  is  evident  that 
tlie  daughters  of  Judge  Fell,  as  well  as  their 
mother,  had  formed  a  very  high  opinion  of  George 
!Fox,  in  the  early  part  of  his  public  services  ;  an<i 
he  having  been  the  means  of  bringing  them  to  the 
knowled.!*'  of  the  truth,  they  became  united  to  him 
as  a  father  and  a  friend.  When  he  was  married  to 
their  mother,  the  disinterestedness  of  his  conduct, 
could  not  fail  to  add  greatly  to  their  esteem  and 
affection  ;  and  it  appears,  by  a  testinmny  respect-- 
ing  lilm,  given  by  his  wife's  dauuhters  and  tiieir 
liiisbaiiils,  that  they  indeed  found  him  "  as  a  ten- 
der father,  w!)o  never  failed  to  give  tliem  whole- 
jtonie  counsel  aiid  advice."  From  this  testimony 
it  ubo  appears  that  the  esteem  and  affection  which 
o  d  3 
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they  had  entertained  for  him  in  early  life,  was 
rather  increased  than  diminished  by  a  longer  and 
more  close  acquaintance ;  from  ^vhich  circumr 
stance,  as  well  as  from  others,  we  may  gather,  that 
he  was  a  man  of  an  amiable  and  liberal  disposition, 
which  greatly  endeared  him  to  those  who  were 
most  intimately  acquainted  with  him. 

His  natural  faculties  were  clear  and  strong  j 
and  though  he  had  not  the  polish  of  human  learn- 
ing, yet  he  was  not  delicient  in  useful  knowledge. 
**  A  divine  and  a  naturalist,"  says  William  Penn, 
"  and  all  of  God  Almighty's  making.  He  had  in 
him  the  foundation  of  useful  and  commendable 
knowledge,  and  cherished  it  every  where."  He 
was  indeed  by  no  means  opposed  to  the  acquirer 
mcnt  of  learning,  except  as  a  necessary  qualifica- 
tion for  gospel  ministry.  On  the  contrary,  he 
greatly  promoted  the  establishment  of  schools,  in  - 
bis  own  society  ;  and  may  be  considered  as  a  friend 
to  learning,  and  not  an  eiicmy  to  it,  as  some  have 
erroneously  supposed. 

His  person  was  tall  and  corpulent;  and  his 
countenance  graceful.  His  manners,  to  use  th& 
words  of  William  Penn,  were  "  civil  beyond  aU 
forms  cf  breeding  :"  and  thouiih  some-e?vpressions^ 
which  he  occasionally  used  to  those  whom  he  con-i 
sideredas  persecutors^  and  enemies  of  the  truth^  . 
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might  be  plainer,  or  coarser  than  would  now  be 
thought  proper ;  yet  this  is  eoutined  to  the  earljr 
part  of  his  writings,  and  may  be  imputed  to  the 
zealous  manners  of  the  times,  and  to  the  honest 
indigixation  whioh  he  felt,  agahist  all  violations  of 
liberty  of  conscience  ;  and  particularly  against  the 
hypocrisy  and  deceit  of  many,  who  opposed  and 
persecuted  him.  His  general  conduct,  indeed,  was 
so  far  from  being  harsh  or  severe,  that  his  cotcm- 
porary  biographer,  already  quoted,  says,  that  "he 
was  of  an  innocent  life,  no  busy  body,  no  self 
seeker,  neither  touchy  nor  critical ;  what  fell  from 
him  was  very  inofiensive,  if  not  very  edifying.  So 
meek,  contented,  modest,  easy,  steady,  it  was  a 
pleasure  to  be  in  his  company.  A  most  merciful 
man  ;  as  ready  to  forgive,  as  unapt  to  take  or  give 
au  offence." 

But  it  was -in  spiritutj  gifts  and  facidties,  that 
this  apostle  of  his  day,  shone  with  the  gn  atest 
lustre.  "  lie  was  a  man,"  (I^igain  fiuoie  \\  illiam 
Peim,)  "  diat  (jod  endowed  with  a  ch  ar  and  won- 
derful depdi ;  a  discerner  of  other  men's  s{)irits 
and  very  much  u  master  of  his  own..  And  thoui^h 
the  side  of  h;s  understanding  which  hiy  next  to  the 
-world,  aiul  especially  the  cxpiesMon  of  it,  miglit 
sound  uiicoiuh  and  unt'asnioniible  to  nice  ears,  his 
mutlir  WIS  nevertheless  very  pcofouml ;  and,  as 
abruptly  and  biukculy  as  soiuelimcs  his  senttiices 
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would  fall  from  him,  about  divine  things,  it  is  well 
known  they  were  often  as  texts  to  many  fairer  de- 
clarations." 

Tliough  this  sententious  and  rather  abrupt 
mode  of  expression,  might  be  his  frequent  manner 
of  delivery ;  yet  this  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
always  the  case ;  for  hi  the  testimony  given  by  his 
children  concerning  him,  they  say,  that  "though  of 
no  great  literature,  he  had  the  tongue  of  the 
learned,  and  could  speak  a  word  in  due  season,  to 
the  conditions  and  capacities  of  most ;  especially 
to  them  that  were  weary  and  wanted  soul's  rest ; 
being  deep  in  the  divine  mysteries  of  the 
kingdom  of  God."  Of  this  part  of  his  clia- 
ratler,  I  fuid  a  remarkable  instance,  in  a  mn- 
nuscript  which  has  been  put  into  my  hands, 
in  which  the  following  relation  is  given  by  an 
ancient  woman  Friend,  to  some  who  visited  lier. 
"  And  now.  Friends,"  said  she,  "  I  will  tell  vou  how 
1  was  first  convinced.  1  w  as  a  young  lass  at  that 
time,  and  lived  in  Dorsetshire,  wliim  vieorge  Fox 
came  to  thai  county  ;  and  he  having  apj>ointed  a 
meeting,  to  v^hich  people  geutruily  Hocked,  I  went 
among  the  rest ;  and  in  my  going  along  the  road^ 
this  query  arose  in  my  mind  ;  What  is  it  that  I 
feel  which  condemnelh  me  when  I  do  evil,  and. 
justitieth  me  when  T  do  well?  VVIlat  is  it  ?  In 
this  slate  1  went  to  the  meeting.     It  was  a; large 


UFE    OF    GEOR€E    FOX,  521 

gathering,  and  George  Fox  rose  up  with  these 
words :  Who  art  thou  that  queriest  in  thy  mind, 
vhat  is  it  which  I  feel,  which  condenincth  me 
when  I  do  evil,  and  juslitieth  nie  when  I  do  well  i 
I  will  tell  thee  what  it  is.  Lo  !  lie  that  fornieth 
the  mountains  and  createth  the  wind,  and  declareth 
unto  man  what  is  his  thought ;  that  maketh  the 
morning  darkness,  and  treadeth  upon  the  higli 
places  of  the  earth  ;  the  Lord,  the  God  cf  Hosts 
is  his  name.  It  is  he  by  his  Spirit  that  condcmneth 
thee  for  evil,  and  justifielh  thee  when  thou  dost 
well.  Keep  under  its  dictates,  and  it  will  be  thy 
preserver  to  the  end."  To  this  narration  the  an- 
cient Friend  added,  "  It  was  the  trudi,  the  very 
truth,  and  I  have  never  departed  from  it." 

The  principal  object  of  his  gospel  labours,  was> 
to  turn  the  minds  of  people  from  a  deperuclance 
on  the  teachings  of  men,  to  an  attention  to  the 
light  and  Spirit  of  Christ  in  their  own  hearts.  "  lu 
his  ministry,"'  urlds  William  Penn,  "  he  endea- 
voured to  open  tile  truth  to  the  people's  under- 
stiiudiug ;  and  to  ground  them  on  the  principle 
and  principal  Christ  Jesiis,  the  liglit  of  the  worl'.L 
He  had  an  extraordinary  gift  in  opening  the  scrip- 
tures ;  and  would  go  to  the  marrow  of  diings,  and 
show  the  niiu'I,  harmony,  and  fullilliiig  of  tlicni^ 
wiih  nuich  plaiiiucbs,  and  to  great  comfort  and 
edilicalion." 
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"  But  above  all,"  continues  this  capable  judge 
of  men  and  things,  "  above  all  he  excelled  in 
prayer.  The  inwardness  and  weight  of  his  spirit ; 
the  reverence  and  solemnity  of  his  address  and 
behaviour  ;  the  fewness  and  fullness  of  his  words, 
have  often  struck  even  strangers  with  admiration ; 
as  they  used  to  reach  others  with  consolation. 
The  most  aw  ful,  living,  reverend  frame  I  ever  felt 
or  beheld,  I  must  say,  was  his  in  prayer.  ji\nd 
truly  it  was  a  testimony  he  knew  and  lived  nearer 
to  the  Lord,  than  other  men  ;  for  they  that  know 
him  most,  will  see  most  reason  to  approacii  him 
with  reverence  and  fear." 

In  the  establishment  of  ^he  discipline,  it  has 
already  been  observed,  that  he  met  with  much  op- 
position from  many,  \a  ho  had  been  his  own  friends. 
Some  of  lliese  had  even  inibii^ed  an  enmity  against 
him;  and  both  publicklyand  privately, endeavoured 
to  lessen  his  services,  and  the  favourable  opinion 
which  had  been  entertained  of  him.  liut  here 
again,  William  Penn  goes  on,  "  He  bore  ai!  their 
weakness  and  prejudice,  and  returned  not  reflec- 
tion for  reflection  ;  but  forgave  iheni  their  w  cak 
and  bitter  speeches.  x\nd  truly  I  must  say,  that 
though  God  had  visibly  clothed  him  widi  a  di- 
vine preference  and  authority,  and  indeed  his  very 
presence  expressed  a  religious  majesty  ;  yet  lie 
never  abused  it,   but  held  his  place  in  the  church 
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of  God,  with  great  meekness,  and  a  most  engaging 
humility  and  moderation.  For  upon  all  occasions, 
like  his  blessed  master,  he  was  a  servant  to  all, 
holding  and  exercising  his  eldership,  in  the  invisible 
power  which  had  gathered  tlicm,  with  reverence 
to  the  head,  and  care  over  the  body.  I  write 
my  knowledge,  and  not  report,  and  my  witness  is 
true  ;  having  been  with  him  for  w  eeks  and  months 
tojieiher  on  divers  occasions,  and  those  of  the 
nearest  and  most  exercising  nature;  and  that  by 
ni<;ht  and  by  day,  by  sea  and  by  land;  in  this 
and  in  foreign  countries  ;  and  I  can  say,  I  never 
saw  him  out  of  his  place,  or  not  a  match  for  every 
service  and  occasion." 

In  addition  to  the  forcgouig  delineation  of  the 
character  of  George  Fox,  chiefly  extracted  from 
^\  illiani  I^eim's  account  of  hnn,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proj)er  to  add  the  testunouy  of  Thomas  Ellwood : 
and  it  should  be  observed,  ihat  Penn  and  FlKvood 
were  both  men  who  had  received  a  liberal  educa- 
tion, and  had  a  general  Knowledge  of  die  world, 
and  things  relating  to  it  ;  as  well  as  being  men  of 
religious  ptiueiple  and  moral  integrity  ;  so  that 
their  testinioii)  lii>s  all  the  weight  and  respect,  that 
can  be  reijuired  on  such  an  occasion.  '1  homas 
F-IIwood's  account  is  in  these  words  :  "  i  knew 
him  uol  till  the  year  HJfiO  ;  but  from  that  time  to 
llif  lime  of  his  dealh,  1  knew  liini  wrll,  eomerscd 
Willi  lum   often,   observed   him  much,  loved  him 
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dearly,  and  lionoured  him  truly  ;  and,  upon  good 
experience,  can  say,  he  was  indeed  an  heavenly 
mmded  man,  zealous  for  the  name  of  the  i^ord, 
and  preferred  the  honour  of  God  before  all  things." 

*'  He  was  valiattt  for  the  truth ;  bold  in  assert- 
ing it ;  patient  in  suffering  for  it ;  unwearied  in 
labouring  in  it;  steady  in  his  testimony  to  it ;  im- 
moveable as  a  rock.  Deep  he  was  in  divine 
knowledge ;  clear  in  opening  heavenly  mysteries  ; 
plain  and  powerful  in  preaching  ;  fervent  in 
prayer.  He  was  richly  endued  witli  heavenly 
wisdom  ;  quick  iii  discerning  ;  sound  in  judgment; 
able  and  ready  in  giving,  discreet  in  keeping 
counsel  ;  a  lover  of  righteousness  ;  an  encourager 
of  virtue,  justice,  temperance,  meekness,  purity, 
chastity,  modesty,  luunility,  charity,  and  self  denial 
in  all  ;  both  by  word  and  example.  Graceful  lie 
was  in  countenance  ;  manly  in  personage  ;  grave 
in  gesture  ;  courteous  in  conversatMJii  ;  weii;hty  in 
Coanmnnication  ;  instructive  in  discourse ;  fi  re 
from  affectation  in  speech  or  carriage.  A  severe 
reprover  of  iiard  and  obstinate  sinners  ;  a  mild 
and  gentle  adntonishcr  of  such  as  were  tender  and 
scn^ib'le  of  their  failings.  Not  apt  to  resent  per- 
sonal wrongs;  easy  to  forgive  injuries;  but  7.v:\- 
lously  carne^t  where  the  honour  of  God,  the  [)ros- 
peritv  of  trutli,  or  the  peace  of  the  church  was 
conecvned.  Ver}  tender,  compassionate  anil  pitiful 
he  wns  to  ait  that  were  under  itny  sort  of  atllie'i'>n  ; 
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full  of  brotlierly  love ;  full  of  fatherly  care  :  foV 
indeed  the  care  of  the  churches  of  Christ  was 
daily  upon  him,  the  prosperity  and  peace  whereof 
he  studiously  sought.  Beloved. he  was  of  God  ; 
beloved  of  God's  people  ;  and,  (which  was  not 
the  loast  part  of  his  honour,)  the  common  butt  of 
all  apostates'  envy,  whose  good,  notwithstanding, 
he  earnestly  sought.  He  lived  and  died  the  ser- 
v^^nt  of  the  Lord." 

I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  be  more  particu- 
lar in  giving  the  character  of  George  Fox  thus  at 
large,  and  from  men  the  most  capable  and  respect- 
able in  every  sense  of  the  word,  because  of  the 
many  injurious  representations,  which  have  been 
published  respecting  him.  In  every  tiling  except 
learning,  (and  of  this  he  had  probably  as  much  as 
many  of  the  first  preachers  of  the  gospel,)  his  ciia- 
ractcr  will  not  suffer,  on  a  fair  comparison  v\ilh 
those  eminent  Reformers,  who  first  broke  the 
shackles  of  popery,  and  were  the  meaiis  of  eman- 
cipating nations  from  the  yoke  of  tlie  lioniisii 
hierarchy.  Both  he  and  il.ev  were  no  doubt  sub- 
ject to  like  passions  as  we  ui<, ,  :';i  might  occa- 
sionally evince  the  weaknesses  of  hniiiai;  nature  ; 
but  in  natural  powers,  in  spiritnul  gifts,  in  disinte- 
rested and  extensive  gospel  labour,  and  in  tho>6 
virtues  v\ Inch  ad<nn  the  gospe!  of  Christ,  few,  very 
few,  I  believe,  have  exccedi-d  the  subject  of  thi^ 
mcinuir. 

E  e 
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Many  persons  have  been  accustomed  to  view 
this  extraordinary  man,  only  through  the  eyes  of 
his  adversaries.  If  any  of  these  should  read  this 
account^f  him,  taken  from  the  most  authentic 
sources  pf  information,  it  is  hoped  that  they  will 
be  convinced  of  the  injustice,  with  which  his  cha- 
racter y^  been  generally  drawn.  Like  those 
Keforinm  already  alluded  to,  he  was  loaded  with 
severe  ipilumny  and  bitter  reproaches,  and,  1  be- 
lieve it  may  be  safelv  said,  with  no  more  regard  to 
truth  thdH  they  were.  May  those  who  are  disposed 
to  treat  the  memory  of  such  a  man  injuriously, 
feel  the  force  of  the  following  lines,  written  by 
one  of  our  best  poets,  after  he  had  been  describing 
a  character  similar  to  that  which  we  have  just  de- 
lineated : 

"  Blush,  calumny  !  and  write  upon  his  tomb, 
If  honest  euh)j;y  can  spare  thee  room, 
Thy  deep  repentance  of  thy  ihousmul  lies, 
^Vhich,  aim'd  at  him,  have  pierced  tii'  offended  skies,; 
And  say,  Blot  out  my  sin,  confess'd,  deplored, 
Against  thine  image,  in  thy  Saint,  O  Lord! 
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Containing  an  Account  oj  George  Fox's  Publicatimi^ 


TIIE  Writlngs-of  George  Fox,  coll6cte<l  and  publishad 
after  his  death,  are  contained  in  three  folio  volumes.  The 
first  is,  "  A  Journal  or  Historical  Account  of  his  Life,  Tra- 
x'els,  Sufferings,  Christian  Experiences,  and  Labour  of  Love 
in  the  Work  of  the  Ministry."  It  is  preceded  by  severr.l 
Testimonies  concerning  hkn,  from  his  Relations  and  Friends; 
and  bv  a  lon^',  but  excellent  Preface,  written  by  Wm.  Penn. 
From  this  Journal,  which  was  published  in  109 V,  and  con- 
tains above  700  pages,  tlu;  foregoing  Account  of  hini,  is 
principally  extracted. 

The  second  \'oIume  consists  of"  many  Sdect  and  Christian 
Ejiistlcs  and  TestinTiniiis,  written  on  sundry  Occasions." 
Tlie  number  is  4'20:  besides  these,  there  are  many  Epistlss 
c();it;uned  in  the  tJrst  and  third  Volumes,  (reorge  Whitehead 
h;is  liifl'.iced  this  ('ollecti;jn  of  Epistles,  with  sonic  pci'tiiifnt 
Uitiarks  oil  the  Author,  and  hi^  work;.  It  Wiis  printed  ill-* 
*.liL-  _\(.ar  lt).'w,   and  contaMis  [>j'i   p:M_tb. 

Mie  third  \'i)hirne  is  entitled,  "  Gospel  Truth  deniou- 
stiaUjd,  in  a  Colh'ctiDU  uf  noctrJiial  13  I'A-,"  cv.  To  iliis 
\'<)lnii,e,  are  also  I'redseti  J  erj'.iinon.t.s  conccrnini;  him  from 
ju  .liV  (;f  111.-  Friends,  by  wh'iin,  it  :-,j)iii,:r-,  Ijc  wits  not  nnlv 
nuich  lived,  whiUt  h\ini:,  but  llial  lus  memurv  was  s^rea'Lv 
re^Lied,  \' l.fii  he  was  remoMd  ;n>ii!  th'jni.  'J  his  \'oIumu 
was  printed  in  tlie  year  17»»ii;  alidvc  lifiri  n  vears  after  his 
dialh.  ihel'iicH'S  art'  arranu>jd  chi  in(jl();:icallv ;  inanv  ol 
tiiiin  ;;:i'  very  shoit,  and  the  lit'U'  ol'  each  will  l.e  <:i\eii  .'it 
;hj  clu.-'j  oi  ih.-  ixeiicrai  Acfotmr.  Thi.-  \"flumc  t'.ins!:t~  ot 
u   c  '.I 
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1090  pages,  exclusive  of  the  Testimonies,  and  a  short  Pre- 
face. Besides  tlic  Contents  of  these  three  Volumes,  tl:ere 
are  many  other  Puhlications,  noticed  by  J.  Whiting,  in  h\T 
Catalogue  of  Friends'  Books, 

George  Fox,  though  not  a  jpnn  of  learning,  was,  no  douht, 
a  man  of  reading.  In  the  Scriptures*  he  was  particularly 
wen  versed ;  and  he  appears  to  have  read  much  in  Ecclesias- 
tical, and  some  other  Histories.  As  an  Author,  we  are  often 
struck  with  the  excellence  of  his  matter,  and  the  strength  of 
his  argument;  though  we  must  acknowledge  a  want  of  method 
and  of  polish,  particularly  in  his  early  writings.  For  these 
purposes,  learning  is  certainly  very  useful,  and  renders  writ- 
ten works  more  agreeable,  and  in  general  more  beneficial. 
But  the  want  ot  learning,  if  a  fault,  was  the  fault  of  his  pa- 
rents, rather  than  of  himself;  and  the  defect  was  perhaps 
more  tliau  counterbalanced,  by  rendering  his  natural  and 
spiritual  gifts  more  conspicuous ;  and  by  more  strongly 
evincing  the  power  of  tliat  grace,  by  which  he  migbi  say  with 
the  Apostle,  "  I  am  uiuU  I  am." 


''  It  appears  that  Iw  d.'u]  not  iisp  the  common  translation, 
tilt  citii'^r  Crasmicr?,  or  fO'.v.e  other  anricnt  version.  One  of 
Jhese  was  placcci,  I  sujipose  by  him,  in  the  ?.Ieetin-;-i!on<e  vhir h 
!ie  bnilt  at  Swarthmore.  In  a  Note  at  tiie  end  ef  one  of  his 
Books,  he  mentions  using  "  the  anticnt  aj)ijroved  Bible, 
piiatcd  in  Q-.ieeu  Elizubetli's  reigu." 


LIST  of  GEORGE  FOX's  WRITINGS, 

Contained  in  the  lant-tncntioned  Vulume. 

Date 

1.  To  all  that  would  know  the'Way  to  the  Kingdom ;  wlie- 

ther  they  be  in  I'orms,  without  Forms,  or  got  above  all 
Forms       ........     1G53 

2.  The  Vials  of  the  Wrath  of  God,  poured  forth  upon  tlic 

Man  of  Sill,  and  up«jn  all  Professors  of  the  World,  wha 

deny  the  Light  of  Christ  ,  ...     1G54 

S.  A  Word  from  the  Lord  to  all  the  World,  iScc,      .     

4.  To  all  who  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ         ,         .     ■     ■  - 

5.  To  the  high  and  lofty  ones  ....     1655 

0.  To  all  the  Rulers  of  the  Eaith  .  .  .     

7.  A  \'ibitation  to  the  Jews  .  ...     1056 

U.  A  Visitation  to  all  you  that  have  long  had  the  Scjjpturcs, 

but  are  tbund  out  of  the  Life  of  tliem  that  ga\e  theai 

forth,  (SlC.  .  .  .  -        .  .  .  .     . 

9.  A  Declaration  of  the  Dillirence  of  the  Miiii.-^tcri  of  the 
Word,  IVoiii  the  .'Minijiers  of  the  Wuihl        .        .     . 

10.  A  Crv  fur  lli.]itiUauce,  unlo  the  liiii.ibitiWils  of  Load((a 

chieny  .  .  .  .  •       .  .  .     

11.  'I'he   Wmn.'U  !c".riiiiig   in   Silence;    or  lla-  IVIy-tt-ry   of 

Wduuiu's  SuKji.cti<>n  to  i.er  llusbaiul;   ;;I.-,o  the  Duiiiili- 
ter  pn>]ii-.ecyiag  ......     — — 

12.  A  ntclara!ii)i)  couctraing  i'astiiig,   and  the  Praj  *  r  ttjal, 

(j.id  aci'e|it:j         .......      .. 

i;?.  ']  he  I'ronii-e  of  Ocd  prochnuud,  which  is  Ci:rist      

l-{.   All  l'.[abli<   toidl  Pcuj/le  on   the  P.artli;   ^hov,  ii;,^'  ;hr-  \\~ 

ii.uMiite  of  ;;11  the  W^rld,  K.ott;  I'n-i'ci -jrs  .".nd  'J'cv.ch"  :-_. 

v\   t!ic  Hirtli  that  must  he  i.U-..'.   and  of  the  L'^.tii  ",  i-. 

i.-  t.)  speak,  &c.  .  .  .  .  .  .!'■.< .' 

15.  ri)n<-fraiug  Sih'Ut  ?dc(  tii):;>         .  .  .  

16.  To  all.  the  .'''l■agi'^lrati■-  111  1.  <ail.ji;;  C^.!..         ,  ,     

J-    •'    .'■. 
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17.  Concerning  the  World's  hypocritical  Salutations      16iC 
IS.  The  Fashions  of  the  World  made  manifest;  also  a  few 

Words  to  the  City  of  London  t  .  .     » 

19.  The  second  Covenant,  &c.         ....     -— — 
:i,0.  A  Warning  to  all  the  Merchants  in  London ;^  with  Ad- 
vice to  them  to  lay  aside  their  Superfluity,  and  with  it ; 
to  nourish  the  Poor  .  ,  .         .         .     1658 

21.  The  Pearl  found  in  England       ,         ,         .         .     —— 

'12.  The  Wrath  of  the  Lamb  .... 

/-'8.  The  Lamb's  Officer  is  gone    forth  with   the  Lamb's 

Message  .  .  »         .         •         .         .     1659 

;M.  The  serious  People's  Reasoning  and  Speech  with  the 

World's  Professors  .....     — —  . 

9.O.  The  Diiference   between  the  World's  Relation  and  the 

Saint's  Relation         ......     ■ 

;26.  To  the  People  of  Ux-bridge         ....     .  . 

27.  A  Word  in  Behalf  of  the  King;  that  he  may  see  who  tliey 
are  that  honour  all  Men,  love  the  Brotherhood,  fear 
God,  and  honoiir  the  King         ....     1660 

:!?3.  To  the  Turk,  and  ail  that  are  under  his  Authority    

VJ,  Some  Papers  given  forth  to  the  Magistrates  of  the  Island 
of  Mciita;  and  to  the  Emperor  of  the  House  of  Austria, 
and  to  all  those  Princes  under  liim;  to  the  King  of 
Prance,  and  all  the  Powers  that  be  under  hiin;   and  to 

the  King  of  Spain;  and  lastly  to  tlie  Pope  .     . 

SO.  To  the  Emperor  of  China,  and  his  subordinate  Kings 
and  Princes       .  .  .  .         .         .         .     — — 

31.  To  all  tlie  Nations  under  the  wliole  Heavens;  and  to  ail 

those  who  have  ministered  the  Lf-tter,  and  yet  are  igno- 
rant, and  h.uve  licpt  others  in  the  Ignorance,  both  of  the 
Letter  and  Sj/irit  also         .....     ■ 

32.  A  few  Plain  Words  by  Way  of  Qucrv  and  Information 

to  the  Teachers  and  People  oi'  tii'.'  Autiun  .     . 

5.3.  To  both  Ilouscb  of  Pailicnu  ,.t  .  ,  .     , 

S4.  Concerning  Christ  Jesus  tne  Covenant  of  God    . 
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55,  Truth's  Triumph  in  the  eternal  Power  over  the  dark . 
Inventions  of  fallen  Man  .  .  .         .     1G61 

86.  A  Declaration  to  the  Jews;  in  which  they  may  see  that 
the  Messiah  is  come,  according  to  their  own  Prophets, 
and  Gabriel  the  Angel ;  and  according  to  their  Number 
of  Time  and  Years  out  <»f  Daniel  IX.  .         .     — — 

37.  To  all  that  profess  Christianity  are  these  following  Par- 
ticulars—Concerning  their  Name  of  Christians — Loving 
Enemies  —  The  Worship  in  Spirit  —  Gospel  Fellow- 
ship— Their  many  Heads  and  Baptisms — Their  many 
'  Churches — Their  disagreeing  about  Scripture's  Inter- 
pretation .  ......     . 

SO.  Christ's  Light  the  only  Antidote  to  overcome  and  expel 
r-  "x,,^   the  Poison  of  Satan's  greatest  Temptations        .     1662 

89.1  A  Measuring  Rule  concerning  Liberty  and  Persecution  — 

4t).  To  all  Rulers  of  Families  ....     — 

41.  Some  Queries  to  all  the  Teaciiers  and  Professors  of 
Chiibtianity  to  answer        .  .         .  .  .     ItitiG 

i'2.  To  all  Sorts  of  I'eople  in  Christendom  .         .     itiGf 

43.  Gospel  Liberty  and  the  Royal  Laws  of  Love,  set  above 
ArtaXL'rxes  and  Nebucliadnezar's  Luw  and  Coiinnaads; 
and  abuve  the  Modes  and  FeraiJuis  and  Darius'  De- 
crees        ........     16(j8 

44.  Conr<Tn:ng  the  .Act  that  prohibits,   that  not  above  four 

or  tivt:  iii.iy  meet  .....     • 

45.  A  Ilaiiinu  r  to  break  down  all  invented  Imiii;e;,  Imas;e- 
niakers,  and  Imipe  Worsliippers         .  .  .     1671 

46.  The  Heathens'  Divinity  sot  upon  the  Heads  of  all  called 

(Miristians  .......     ^— . 

47.  To  all  Prort'Si-ois  in  the  Christian  Woild-  Also  to  tlic 
Tmks  and  Jcus  lhrtaii;Iiiiiit  the  wiiole  W'oiM      .      1673 

4B.   .\  Watjiin'j;  to  ]"„i-land,  \c.  ...      167  t- 

4'J.   I'nr  all  the  liiyhoiis  aud  Priests  in  (hiistcridorn,  to  niea-  - 
Sine   tlK'n.selvcs  l)y  I  lie  Sri  ipturcs  of  'I'rutii;  and   tiic 
Spirit  whence  they  cume  .  .^       ,         .     ■ 


3S2  HPPENDIX. 

50.  A  Looking  Glass  for  the  Jews  .  '.  .     1674- 

51.  A  Testimony  of  what  we  believe  of  Christ,  both  as  he 

was  God  and  as  he  was  Man  .  .  .     1675 

62.  A  small  Treatise  concerning  Swearing         .         .     ■ 

53.  Primitive  Ordination  and  Succession  of  Bishops,  &c.  in 

the  Church  of  Christ  .....     ■  . 

54.  Possession  above  Profession         ....     ■ 
53.  To  all  Magistrates  and  People  in  Christendom,  to  turn 

from  the  persecuting  IMind,  and  receive  the  Mind  of 
Christ ,     1G76 

56.  The  People  of  God,  in  Scorn  called  Quakers,  their  Love 

to  all  r>^ankind  asserted  ....     

57.  Concerning  Revelation,  Prophecy,   Measure  and  Rulej 
and  the  Inspiration  and  Sutf.cieiicy  of  the  Spirit      

58.  The  Beginning  of  Tithes  in   the  Law,  and  Ending  of 
Tithes  in  the  Gospel  .....     — — . 

59.  The  Spiritual  Man  Ciirist  Jesus,  the  blessed  Seed,  Light 

of  Life,  Purger  of  Conscience,  Healer  of  Nations,  and 
Restorer  of  Mankind. 167? 

60.  Christ's  Parable  of  Dives  and  Lazarus,   for  all   called 
Christians  and  others  to  consider         .        .  .     — — 

61.  A  Testimony  fur  all  the  Masters  of  Ships  and  Seaintn 

to  read  over  ......     — — 

62.  Concerning  Christ,  the  spiritual  and  holy  Head  over  his 

holy  Church  .  .  .  ...    ^ 

63.  To  all  the  Kings,  Princes,  and  Goveruours  in  the  whole 

World,  and  all  that  profess  themselves  Christians,   and 
others  .  .  .....     . . 

64.  The  Spirit  of  Man  the  Candle  of  the  I,ord,  &c.      

65.  A  Testimony  concerning  the  Blood  of  the  oUi  Covcnuiu, 

and  the  Blood  of  the  new  Covenant      .        .       .     1(.73 

66.  A  Demonstration   to   the  Christians   in   Name,  without 

the  Nature  of  it;  how  they  hinder   the  Conversion  of 
the  Jews  .  .  .  .  .  .  .1679 

67.  Election  and  Koprobution  clearly  dibcovcred       ,     ■    -« 
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68.  A   Distinction  between    the  new   Covenant   and   the 
old 1G79 

69.  A  Warning  to  all  that  profess  Christianity  to  beware  of^ 

Covetousness  .  .  ....  ' 

70.  The  ManClirist  Jesus  the  Head  of  the  Chuicli,  and  true 

Mediator,    in  Opposition    to   the  Papist  Head,    their 

Pope,  &c ■ ^ 

-71.  Concerning  the  Living  God  of  Truth,  and  the  World's 
God,  in  whom  there  is  no  Truth       .         •         •     1680 

72.  A  clear  Distinction  between  the  old  Covenant  and  the 

new  Covenant  .  .....     — — 

73.  To  the  Great  Turk,   and  King  at  Algiers;  with  a  Post- 

script of  George  Pattison's  taking  the  Turks,  and  setting 
them  on  their  own  Shore  ....     — — 

74.  The  Protestant  Christian  Quaker,  a  Suffer er  by  Keiiques 

of  Popery  .......     — — < 

75.  An  Encouragement  for  all  to  trust  in  the  Lord    .     1082 
70.  An  Epistle  to  all  Christians,  Jews,  and  Gentiles,  show- 
ing how  that  God  dwells  not  in  Temples  made   with 
Hnnds  .......     — — • 

77.  Concerning  Persecution  in  all  Ages  .  .  ■- 

78.  How  ihe  Devil  was  and  is  the  old  Liformer  against  the 

Jlii^iiteous  .......     — — 

79.  A  i'aper  to  Friends  and  others  against  the  Pomps  of  the 

World lOa.'J 

80.  A  Way  to  prevent    the  Indignation  and  Jiyiiimenti  of 
God  coming  on  a  K.i.i!;doMi,  Nation,  or  Family       ■ 

81.  To   all    Rulers  and  Magistrates  to  take   heed   of  per-  > 

seen;;,!!.',  &c,  .  .  ....     . 

82.  I  lie  C;u;-ts  why  Adam   and   Eve   were  driven   out   of 
I'aradi-iO.  aiul  the  Jews  out  of  Cana:in         .        .     ■ 

83.  Several  jilaiu  Truths  maniteited  and   declared  from  the 

.*^piiit   of  God;   and    born  Testimony  to   by  Christ,   the 
Apostle;,  and  Scriptures  ....     I(j81 
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84.  A  Distinction  betwixt  tlie  Wars  and  Weapons,  &c.  in 

the  Old  Testament  and  the  New        .         .         .     1684 

85.  Conceniint;  Cain        ......     ■ 

86.  Uniformity  and   Conformity   proclaimed  to   the  whole 

World . 

87.  The  Authority  of  the  Church  of  Christ       .         .     

88.  Concerning  Exhortation  and  Admonition      .       .     ■ 

89.  Concerning  such  as  cry  aj^aiiist  Orders         .         •    — — 

90.  Concerning  Meeting  in  Houses,  Ships,  Streets,  Moun- 

tains, and  High  Ways  ....     — — 

91.  The  State  of  the  Birth  Temporal  and  Spiritual  i  Also 

showing  that  Children,  are  the  Heritage  of  the  Lord  — — 

92.  Trying  of  Spirits  in  our  Age,   as  in  the  Aposllesi'  Days 

by  the  Spirit  of  Christ        .....     — — 

93.  The  Saints'  heavenly  and  spiritual  Worship,  Unity,  and 
Communion  ......     ■ 

94.  A  Word  of  Admonition  to  such  as  wander  from  the 
Anointing  and  Teaching  within.  Also  concerning  the 
Supper  of  the  Lord,  &c.  ....     —— 

95.  Concerning  such  as  shall  enter  into   the  Kingdom   of 

God,  and  such  as  shall  not        ....     ■     ^ 

96.  Concerning  such  as  have  forbidden  Preaching  or  TtMcli- 

ing,  in  the  Name  of  Jesus         ....     •    ■■- 

97.  To  the  Chief  Msigistrates,  Rulers,  Sec.       .         .     — — 

98.  An  Exiiortation  to  nil  People,  to  Pureness,  Cleanness, 
and  Holiness,  and  Faithfulness  to  the  Lord  .     1G85 

99.  A  Distinction  betwixt  tlie  two  Suppers  of  Christ;  na'.nely, 
the  last  Supper  in  the  Night  before  he  was  crucified; 
and  the  Supper  after  he  wms  risen  and  ascended,  which 
he  calls  People  to  in  Revelations  I'j.  .         .     ^ 

100.  Concerning  Christ,  the  Resurrection   of  the  Just  and 

Unjust  .  .  .  ....     — — 

101.  Concerning  tlie  Stone  that  smote  the  Image,  li^c.     — — . 
103  To  all  Kings,  Princes,    Rulers,  Governours,  Bishops  and 

Clei'g_\  tliat  profess  Christianity  ,  .  ,     ■  ■  -  ^ 
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103.  A    Distinction    between    the   true    Liberty    and    tbe 
false 1685 

104.  How  the  uncliungeable  God  is,  and  how  ali  People  may 
know  him,  and  in  what  he  isworshipped  and  served  — ^— 

105.  A  true  Account  of  the  sensible,  thankful,  and  holy  State 
of  God's  People 1G86 

106.  To   all   Magistrates   in    Christendom,    against    Perse- 
cution        • .  .  .  .  ...     ■•'■■- 

107.  How  God's  People  are  not  to  take  the  Names  of  the 
lieathen  Gods  in  their  Mouths,  &:c.  .  .     1687 

100.  A  Testimony  for  God's  Truth         -.  .  .     

109.  Concerning  the  Apostate  Christians  that   think  to  doi 
Wiracles  by  dead  Men's  Bones,  6cc.  .  .     1688 

110.  .An  Answer  to  the  Speech  or  Declaration  of  the  great 
Turk,  with  the  Speech  prefixed  .  .  .     . 

111.  Concerning  etirly  Saciifices  and  GiTcrings      .     .     — — 

112.  Concerning  the  Antiquity  of  the  E'eople  of  God,  called 
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113.  A  spiritual  or  heavenly  Salutation  to  all  the  tender- 
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111.  'I'he  inward  and  spiritual  Warfare,   and  the  false  Pre- 
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Most  of  these  are  against  Persecution. 
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pressed;  in  a  manner  adapted  to  the  understandings  of 
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stitched,  6d.  or  per  dozen      .      . 5     0 
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The  Progress  of  Vaccination  ;  shoicing  its  superiority 
ovei'  the  Small  Pox,  and  calculated  to  remove  the  preju- 
dices against  the  general  adoption  of  that  mild  preservative, 
from  the  ravages  of  the  vuriolus  contagion,  3d, ;  or  per 
dozen,  2s.  9d. ;  H^  per  hundred      .      ......  1     1     0 

TAf  Annual  Monitor,  or  New  3Iemorandum  Book, 
for  1813,  containing  Memoirs  of  Boijamiii  Lay  and  An- 
thony batezet ;  the  I  aradise  of  Negro  Slaves,  a  dream -^ 
some  interesting  Questions  ;  an  obituary  of  MiniMers  and 
other  Public  (Uaracters  in  the  Sochty  of  Friends;  verses 
on  the  Conclusion  of  Time;  rulrd  pages  for  Memorandums  ; 
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Jn  the  l^ress, 
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ff    persons  affli'  tefl  with  disordrrscf  the  mind,  among  tlie  Socitty 
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